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The f i n d i n g s  of t h e  p r c s e n t  s t u d y  demons t r a t e  t h a t  

t h e  v a r i o u s  d imcn t ions  of  i n t e r - c a s t e  t e n s i o n s  among chiLii- 

rcn i n  r u r a l  a s  w e l l  as i n  u r b a n  areas p r e s e n t s  a  complex 

p i c t u r e  and e x i s t a n c e  of caste t e n s i o n s  - r e  i n  l i m i t e d  

manner r a v c a l  b u t  it h a s  been i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i n t e r - c a s t e  

t e n s i o n s  among c h i l d r e n  do  exist .  'These t e n s i o n s  are r e l a t e d  

t o  restr ic t inn .7  .in i n t e r - d i n i n g ,  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  food, c h o i c e  

of  f r i e n d ,  b u t  n o t  s o  k e e n l y  i n  m a t t e r s  of a ccep t ance  of  p lay-  

mate ,  c l a s s m a t e  o r  t e a c h e r .  T h e r e  was n s t  a  c l e a r  c u t  p i c t u r e  

r e g a r d i n g  t h e  a g e  r e l a t e d  changes.  

A s i g q i f i c s n t  d i f f e r o n c ?  3f  approaches  towards  c a s t e  

was observed  between c h i l d r e n  from r u r a l  o r  u rban  ar'ea as 

a l s o  among boys and g i r l s ,  T h l s  resul ts  approved t h e  hypo r 
t h e s i s  r e l a t e d  t o  caste t e n s i o n  a s  a  f u n c t i o n  c& s e x  and 

r e s i d e n t i a l  background of t h e  c h i 1  k e n .  

The a s s e n d i n g  s c h e d u l e  abou t  c a s t e  a ccep t ance  showed 

a c c e p t a n c e  i n  v a r i o u s  m a t t e r  i n  a p r o p e r  o r d e r .  The s c h e d u l e  

i n d i c a t e ?  t h a t  t h e i r  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  p r e s e n t i n g  a clear 

p i c t u r e  o f  caste accep t ance .  The e f f e c t  of  c a s t e  membership 

was e v i d e n t  i n  s i g n i f i c a n t  for r e l a t e d  w i t h  p o s i t i v e  and 



nega t ive  i n t e r a c t i o n  wi th  c lassmate ,  playmate and wi th  f{iends 

On t h e  whole it was noted t h a t  high and middle c a s t e  ch i ld -  

r e n  shuwsd mixed r e l a t i o n s h i p  wh i l e  the  low caste c h i l d r e n  

reniained i s o l a t e d .  

Thus, t h e  p resen t  r e s u l t s ,  r e v e a l s  t h a t  i deas  about 

csste t e n s i o n s  i s  p r e s e n t  i n  c h i l d r e n  and i n f l u e n c e s  t h e i r  

i n t e r - p e r s o n a l  behaviours i n  a s i g n i f i c a n t  manner. 

The general  f ind ings  t h a t  has emerged from t h i s  i nv r s -  

t i g a t i o n  i s  t h a t  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  surroundings and during t h e  

format ive y e a r s  t h e  i d e a s  abou t  c a s t e  and r e l i g i o u s  behaviour 

a r e  s t rengthned .  Th i s  d i f f e r e n t i t i o n  and complexity of 

s o c i a l  set up of t h e  chilclren s e e m s  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  h e a v i l y  t o  

t h i s  end. A t  t h i s  s t a g e  t h e  i d e a s  of pa ren t s ,  t h e i r '  l i v i n g  

cond i t ions  a m  t h e i r  s t a t u s ,  peer  groups behbviour and t e a  T i 

che r s  r o l e  becomes c r i t i c a l .  They a r e  sources  of comnunicq- 

t i o n  f o r  c h i l d r e n  .%nu t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  and behaviour work as 

a  model and r e i n f o r c e  the  e s t ab l i shmen t  of c a s t e  o r i e n t e d  

behaviour p a t t e r n .  

It is very  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s tudy  very deeply  of t h e  phe- 
I 

namena r e l a t e d  t o  a  complex s o c i a l  system l i k e  cas  e i n  such ' 7  
a small s tudy.  I t  would be conv in ien t  t o  draw some genera- 

l l z e d  conclus ions  which is mentioned i n  above par  grsph,  .&oct ? . -  

i n t e r - c a s t e  t e n s i o n s  spread  a l l  over  Indian  s o c i e t y .  The 



conclus ions  from p r e s e n t  s tudy ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  r e l a t e  t o  :he 

s i t u a t i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  cas t e i sm i n  I n d i a  and t h e  s o c i a l  

psychology of identification. I t  is  very i n t e r e s t i n y  t o  xo tc  

t h a t  t h e  cho ice  of i d e a l s  and r o l e  mod-1s among c h i l d r e n  is 

very  h i g h l y  i n f l u e n c e d  by c a s t e  membership. The s o c i a l  

c o n t a c t  a c r o s s  c a s t e  l i n e s  among t h e  r u r a l  and urban c h i l d r e n  

a r e  q u i t e  l i m i t e d .  S o c i s l  d i s t a n c e  was found t o  be g r e a t e s t  

betwccn lower and upper c a s t e  and l e s s e d  between high and 

middle c a s t e .  when t h e  r e l a t i o n s  between high, middle,lcw 

c a s t e s  groups were compared measures of s o c i a l  d i s t a n c e  a t  

t h e  a t t i t u d i n a l  l e v e l  matched w e l l  w i th  t h e  measures of s o c ' a l  t 
d i s t a n c e  i n  term; of r e p o r t e d  s o c i a l  con tac t s .  

To s e e  t h e  c a s t e  i n f l u e n c e s ,  it was observed t h a t  t h e  

h igh  c a s t e  people  a r e  perceived s s  ~ n t e l l l g e n t ,  educated,  

c l e a n s ,  r e l i g i o u s  and l o w  c a s t e  people  perce ived  a s  p o o r , d i r t y ,  

uneducated, backwdrd. These irnajes c.s.cm t o  develop o u t  of 

a mixture  of a r e a l i s t i c  p e r c e p t i o n  of a c t u a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  

between c a s t e  groups,  an b t h n o c e n t r i c  tendency t o  i d e a l i s e  

a n  i n  group and t o v e i l l f y  in o u t  group, and t h e  1 yarn ing  

and t r ansmis s ion ,  of n t r s d i t i o n a l ,  mythological ,  8 e s c r i g t i o n  

of  d i f f e r e n t  caste groups. I 

The expe r i ences  of d i s c r i ~ n i n d t i o n  oq t h e  b a s i s  of 

c a s t e  were r e p o r t e d  Ln a v a r i t y  of  a r e a s  of s o c i a l  l i f e  

complaints  of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a r e  h ighe r  among t h e  low ca t e  

people  than  among t h e  h i g h e r  and middle c a s t e  people. 
t 
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Cas te  a s  a  v e r y  deep, broad and strrinij infLuc?nce on 

i t s  members. Cas te  consciousnesd is s t r o n g  and a f f e c t  i n  

many ways. There a r e  no de fen i t c ! ,  ob jec t ivr .  n,. isurr..s o r  

l and  marks i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of i n t o r  c a s t e  r e l a t i o n s  which 

could enable  us t o  judge t h e  r e l a t i v e  p s s i t i o n  of t h e  

p r e s e n t  w i t h  p a s t .  

I 

Cas te  i s  c e r t a i n l y  one of t h e  s o c i a l  i s s u e s  !which 

r e q u i r e  c a r e f u l  handling.  I n  t h i s  i s s u e  t h e r e  a r e  two prob- 

i l e m s  involved,  one is  r e l a t e d  t o  ideas  anti v a l u c s a n d  o the r  

is r e l a t e d  t o  i n t e n s e  f e e l i n g s  a s soc ia t ed  w i t h  t h i s  .l.ssue. 

'The p r e s e n t  s tudy  i s  an a t t e m p t  t o  o b j e c t i v e l y  exp lo re  and 

a n a l i z e  t h e  above i s s u e s .  
I 

DIRECTIONS FOR FURTHER RESCARCH- 

If c a s t e  t ens ions  a r e  t o  be minimized completely,more 

and more r e sea rches  o n  t h e  r e l a t e 2  ; ~ r 3 b I . , m  s h a l l  be requ i red .  

The p r e s e n t  s t u d y  was conf ined  t o  t h e  reason  of Ayodhya,but 

such a  l a r g e  country,  as i s  ou r s ,  w i t h  such d i v e r s i t i e s  of  

c u l t u r e ,  c a s t e s ,  r e l i g i o n s ,  symbols and languages. That  any 

f u t u r e  r e s e a r c h  can no t  be s u f f i c i e n t  u n l e s s  g s n c r a l i z a t i o n s  

a r e  based on t h e  da ta  c o l l e c t e d  from d i f f e r e n t  reg ions  arjd 

i n  l a r y e  sample and i n  t h a t  r e sea rches  c h i l d r e n  from d i f f e r -  

e n t  age groups should be involved  and t h e i r  responses  should 

be compared. Psychopathology of c a s t e  t e n s i o n  has  f u r t h e r  

t o  be a s s e s s e d .  T h i s  may p rov ide  a  permanent g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  

r egs rd ing  i n t e r - c a s t e  t e n s i o n s .  



Aporu ;>r i a t e  a e s e a r c h  rc . ; l r r , ! i ? , .~  r o o t s  of c a s t e  t e n s i o n s  

arnons c h i l d r e n  l i k e - 1 .  R o l e  of  fiupencldnce, 2.  Hole of c a s t e  

s t r u c t u r e d .  3 .  R o l r  of  carly Fr<:::dorn from f r u s t r a t i o n .  1 

4. Role  of l a c k  o f  o p p o r t u n i t y  s h o u l l  be o r g a n i s e d  so t h a t  

t h e  i n t e n s i t y  of t h e s e  t e n s i o n s  c?n he rnir-,~!qized. 

F u r t h e r ,  r e s e a r c h e s  s h o u l d  he o r g a n i z e d  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  

methods and t e c h n i q u e s  u s i n g  o b s e r v 3 t i o n a l  ctn.l p r a j e c t i v ?  

t e c h n i q u e s  a n d  r e f i l m e n t  of Lhe ~ t b o v e  [measures s h o u l d  be 

advanced i n  g e n e r a l i z e d  w a y .  The impac t  of  f a m i l y , s t a t u r :  o f  

t h e  f a m i l y .  S o c i a l  s t a t u s  and  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s t a t u s  i n  which  
I 

c h i l d r e n  l i v e s  s h d 1  be i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  t h e  i n v e s t l i g a t i o n  

r e l a t e d  . i n t e r  c a s t e  t e n s i o n .  


