
Seotion 1 - keehwa - Galhad Uepute  and Elphinetone 

Annroby wae$dan6eroue pastime, and ovary year ecrw i t e  

orimson otain spread a l i t t l e  fu r the r  across the fabr io  of 

the  baratha unpire. Ln the  beginning of the nineteenth 

oentury, w h e n  there w a s  hnrdly m y  Indian S ta t e  f r e e  from 

ohaos, the dispute among the Msratha a t a t a s  presented a 

eoane of the worst oonfusion, nhlch gradually s e t  the path 

ole- f o r  the eyevdy diaaembermbnt of the Maratha u p i r e .  

It h e  been s t a t ed  i n  the 14th Artiole of the Brea.ty of 

&seein, t h a t  the Peahwa gave hie assent  that the l i r i t inh 

Uovernment should 'exmine i n t o ,  :ad f i n a l l y  adjuot  h ie  

demando on the ( i d h a d . '  hji Rao was extremely keen t c  ge t  

hia  clblims inveet igatsd  and adjusted ryeinat  the (iaihrad, 

und 0oUld bear no delay. % preened tho Reddent  a t  POOM 

'over &me 1807 f o r  e f f eo t lng  a suttlemLnt.'2 

Tho Peahwa's alaim on thu G a l h a d  were of  long 

e t a d i n g .  ht a w r r e o t  evaluation of  nwious olnime and 

1. A i  tohieon, Treaties,  iagatements br Sanade, Vol. V I ,  pp.56-57. 

2. Uphinotone t o  Secretary Adaiu, Zl.9.18l3, Poone Hesidenoy 
Oorrerpondsnc., Vol. XLI ,  p. 2761 Sardesai, Hew Hiotory 
of the ; ~ ~ a t h . i ~ ,  V 0 1 .  I11, P. 455. 



oounter olaime as advanced by t h e  p a r t i e s  i n  d i s p u t e ,  

oan be a s o e r t a i n e d  only a f t e r  t r a c i n g  t h e  o r i g i n  of those 

claims.  Often h i s t o r i a n s  d i f f e r  from one ano the r  i n  

e s t i m a t i n g  t h e  e x a o t  oa lue  o f  t h e  Peshwa'e demande. Grant 

Ihff bel ieves  that t h e  debt8 o f  t h e  Gaikwad t o  t h e  Peshwa 

amounted t o  n e a r l y  a o ro re  o f  rupeeee3  Aocording t o  

Pr insep ,  t he  Peshwa* a t o t a l  o la ims  amounted t o  a sum 

conoiderably exceeding t h r e e  o r o r e s  o f  rupeeee4  Cin the  

con t r a ry  the  anonymous au thor  of 'The Rulers o f  Baroda,' 

o o r r e c t l y  eatimatGe t h e  Peehwa's c la ime a t  more t'um f o u r  

c r o r e s  a d  a h a l f  i n c l u s i v e  of t h e  v a r i o u s  mlsoellnneoue 

demands a n d  a r e  oorroborated by t h e  ibmbay r e ~ o r d s . ~  In 

1751, W a j i  Gaikwad w a s  t aken  a pr ieoner  by B a l a j i  t3aji 

Pa0 and w a s  oompelled t o  oede half o f  his t e r r i t o r i e e  i n  

Gujarat  t o  tho  Peshwa m d  hold t h e  o t h e r  half as the  

Peshwa' a vaseal .  Damaji G a l h a d  i u r t h a r  promised t o  h e l p  

t h e  Peshwa t o  oonquer Ahmadabad from the  ~ u g h a l e . ~  In 1762, 

Raghoba summoned D a m a j i  t o  assiilst h i m  a g a i n s t  Peahwa 

M~dhav Rao I. He, however, could n o t  ,o pereona l ly  ae he 

3. O r a n t  h f f ,  U s t o r y  o f  the  Marathas, Vol. 11. p. 507. 
4. Yrineep, Hi s t o r y  o f  P o l i t i o a l  and U l i t a r y  Transaot ione 

i n  Ind ia ,  Vol. I, p. 70; P.C.Gupta, kj i  Rao 11 and 
t h e  bast I n d i a  Company, p. 118. 

5. P.C.Gupta, B a j i  blao I1 nnd t h e  E a s t  India Company, 
yp. 110-119. 

6.  1bid.e P. 119. 



w a s  i nd i  sposed, but sent  h i s  mn h v i n d  Rao with h i e  

contingent. Madav Kao i n f l i c t e d  a defea t  on Rabhoba and 

punished the Gaikwad f o r  h i e  adherence to h i s  enemy by 

' h p o d n g  on h i m  an annual t r i bu te  of 5.25.000 rupees 

and nn annual service with 3,000 b r a e  during peace and 

4,000 during w a r .  t 

Uamaji Gaikwad died i n  1762 A.D., leaving his e n t i r e  

yoaseenion disputed between Syajee Rao Ma e ldes t  aon, but 

by hie second wife, and (iovind. Rao hLa second son by the 

f i r s t  married o f  his wivoa.' The Peshwa was determined 

to make f u l l  harvest of t h i s  dispute, and deglined 

oonferring i n v e s t i t u r e  on e i t h e r  of the oompetltors till 

t h e i r  r i y h t e  ahould be fully i n v e s t ~ g a t e d . ~  Ultimately, 

Fateh Singh, Damaji'a youngest eon, emerged as the 

successful claimant, who bought reoognition of  the Peshwa 

t o  ao t  as Regent on behalf o f  Syajee, who was ' un f i t t ed  

fo r  governing from na tu ra l  h b e ~ i l i t y ' , ~ ~  by 'agreeing to  

pay h i m  annually the sum of 17,79,900 rupees and a l so  by 

promisin& to  pay a oompeneation of  6,75,000 rupeoe f o r  the  

fu ture  d i  soontinuance of the contingent. ' l1 I n  faot ,  the 

7. ~; lphins tone to  Warden, dated 24.3.1816, poonn Residenoy 
Correspondence, Vol. X I L I ,  pp. 30-31. 

8. Ibid. ,  P. 31. 

9. Ibid. ,  P. 31. 

10. Ibid., P. 31. 

11. P.C.W;upta, du j i  Rno I1 :ma the  Laot India Company, p. 119. 



amount promiaed i n  all these  t r anaac t ione  were p re t ty  

heary. Owin& t o  poor f i n a n o i e l  oondi t ion of the  Baroda 

Government o f t e n  the dues could n o t  be made regular ly .  

Thuo, the  Peehwa'e first oleim was t o  the balance of 

'an o l d  account amounting t o  39,82,789 rupees. The 

Peshwra d s o  demanded a 6-21 of rupeee 50,19,887 f o r  several 

enga&en,~nts." The nex t  alaim was f o r  2,03,56,000 rupees 

on account o f  t r i b u t e  m d  oonunutation f o r  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  

f o r  14 yeare o.t 14,54,000 per  annum of  which 7,79,000 rupeea 

Is f o r  t r i b u t e  : .ad 6,75,000 rupees f o r  m i l i t a r y  eervico. 14 

The P e s W ~ ' a  t h i r d  & a i m  was t o  a sham 01 any r ewnue  t h a t  

mibht bc c o l l a a t e d  'from the  h u b e e  Liahiiuls conauered by 

M a j i  a d  c d l e d  Put tun  A n c h  Yabaul, ' l5  according t o  an 

agreement wi th  the Gaikwad i n  17b5. kt the  Gaikwed argued 

tkmt the  Peshwa had renounced ell olalma t o  H. ahtire i n  the  

Jaubea Yahauls. Although he ciid a f t c m a r d s  e x t o r t  a l a k h  i n  

one yea r  und 25,000 rupeee i n  anothor on this account, 

y e t  he af te rwards  dealated.  I n  five o r  elx e e t t l e m r n t s  

wllioh took plaoe after t h a t  period no f u r t h e r  demand was 

made on t h a t  aooount. Moreov-r, the  h u b e e  Mahauls produce 

no su rp lus  revenue f o r  the  P e e h a  t o  ehare.16 The e i lence  

o f  the Y e s h a  a t  ao m a n y  s c t t l e m m t a  a f f o r d s  a s t rong  

12. hlphinstone t o  Warden; 24.3.1616, Poona Beeidenoy 
Corraspondcnce, Vol. YII, p. 37. 

13. Y.C.Gupta, B a j i  Xao 11 and the h a s t  Ind ia  Company, p. 1200 

14. Uph ins tone  t o  Warden8 24.3.1816, Poona Residenoy 
Correepondence, Vol. X I I I ,  p. 37. 

15. Ibid. ,  p. 38. 



preampt ion i n  the Gallswad's favour. Baji Rao 11's four th  

oledm wae f o r  56,38,o00 rupeee on account o f  t r i b u t e  f o r  

i n w e t i t u r e ,  but the Gaikwad urged t h a t  i n  consideration 

of  his f inanc i a l  s tr ingency ' t h e  invee t i tu re  ought t o  be 

granted without pay Nazrana."l The f i f t h  olaim r e l a t e s  t o  

the praotioe i n  Ahmedabad whioh wae not  conneoted with the 

general arrangement. l8 In  the s i x t h  olaim, the Peehwa oal led  

upon the Gaikwad t o  res to re  h i m  three elephants  and f ive  

horses i n  aocordance with his promise i n  1792." The seventh 

claim dea l s  with the repayment o f  a debt o f  one lakh  o f  

rupee. with f u l l  i n t e r e e t ,  borrowed from a  banker by the 

Gaikwad i n  1792 f o r  whloh the  Poona Government had stood 

aurety.20 Malhar R a v e  o l d m s  mentioned i n  the Peshwa'e 

e igh th  demand were fo r f e i t ed  by h i e  rebellion.21 The next 

claim per ta in ing t o  the f e e s  o f  the Fadnavis were admitted , 

by the ~ a i k w a d . ' ~  The l a s t  demand r e l a t i n g  to  the eum of 

26,000 rupees f o r  the enjoyment of the revenue of the 

v i l l age  o f  Hamia by the Gaihad  fo r  t h i r t een  years ,  without 

any author i ty ,  wae admitted by the  Gaikwad. 
2  3 

I n  1W6, the Peehwa'e Government prepared a statement 

of i ts  olalms on the Gdkwad whioh shows the account as 

17. lslphinstone t o  Warden. 24.3.1816, Poona Residenoy 
Correepondenoe, Vol. X I I I ,  p. 37. 

18. ibid. 
19. Ibid. 
20. Ibid. 

21. Ibid. 
22. Lbid. 
23. Ibid. 



follow6 r -  24 

Balance of an account e e t t l ed  Rs 39*82#789 
i n  1798. 

For the  t r i b u t e  & commutation &9 1,45,40,000 
f o r  t en  years  a t  the r a t e  o f  
L 14,54,000 per year. 
The Peehwa'e olalmsover the R 
Babis Mahals according t o  an 
agreement w i th  the Oiaknad i n  
1765, a t  the r a t e  of one l akh  
o f  rupeee per year ,  f o r  t h i r t y  
eeven years .  

On account o f  the beetowal of Ps 
the d i ~ p l i t y  of Sena-Xhaa Khel 
on Anand Bao Galhad ,  i n  
accordanoe with anc ien t  
t r ad i t ion .  

I n  1811, the  Peehwa's claim8 were again estimated. 

Uy lapae of time, they had then r i s e n  t o  3,40,76,790 rupeee, 

a p a r t  from the demands under the  head 'mlacellaneous olalms' 

whioh remained p rao t ioa l ly  the same a e  i n  1 8 0 6 . ~ ~  A l l e t  of ' 

the  Peshwa'e claim prepared i n  1816 appeared i n  the  'Bombay 

Case t t e e r o ,  i n  whioh the  account w a s  s t a t ed  a s  follower- 26 

The bdanoe  i n  1795 L 39 ,~2 ,789  
l ' r ibutee and oommutationa from 
1798 t o  1816 at  the  r a t e  of 
14,54,000 rupeee per annun. 2,61,72,000 

By the Poshwag a p a r t i  t ion-treaty 
the Peehwa demanded one l akh  per 
annum from the Oaikwad (1760-1816) 56,OO ,000 
Naeclre due from the Gaikwad f o r  the 
Yeahwags recogni t ion  o f  him a s  
Sena-Khas Khel 56,361001 

Total ils '-4,13,92,790 

24. Y.C.Gurta, Baj i  Rao I1 and the Last Ind ia  Company, p. 120. 

25. i.'*C.(hpta, Baj i  Ha0 X i  and the xast  India Company,pp.l20-121 

26. Bombay Gazetteer,  Vol. V I I ,  p. 385. 



i here warm o t h e r  v a r i o u s  m i  soel leneoue demand0 whioh 

inc luded  tho Gaikwad's promiee t o  pay t h r e e  o f  his bea t  

e l cphan te  and f i v e  o f  hie beet horse8 t o  t h e  k ' e e h ~ a ; ~ ~  h i m  

d e b t  of one l & h  of  rupees  borrowed from a banker on tho 

Yeshwa's aeouri ty;  another  debt  to a banker namcd I3nlaj i  ikaik 

Vira; a proaloe t o  ( ~ i v u  the  Peahwa j ewe l l a  t o  tho velue o f  

one ldt: o f  r u p e ~ o ;  rr demand f o r  the  sum o f  50,19,887 rupei8 

t o r  r a i o u e  engagt.ments) ,nd  l n n t l y ,  anothcr  dc:c~-~i.iJ from 

the  Gaikwrrd a t  thh rate o f  2,000 rupece  f o r  holding the  

vi1l :qp of kmia wi thou t  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  sevunte n years. 20 

On the o t h ~ r  hand, the  k l k w a d  b.~ou,;ht .'orword h i s  

cauntcr  c l ~ l s s  on  t h e  l?oona Q o v e m c n t  i n  ltm6 !:nd thoee 

were r e p a t e d  a d a i n  i n  1813. b 1615, h i s  oounter olaime 

wcrs oa lcu la t ed  a t  3,36,50,000 rupees.29 The f i r& olaim 

r a l r i t s e  t o  the  t r a n s f e r  of t he  o i t y  of  b o a c h  t o  the :.mglish 

by the  Yoona Uorermunt  i n  17'77. f t  was conaidered i l l e g a l  . 
by the  Umwnacn t  of  Baroda a e  i t  belonged t o  the  G a l h a d .  

Conmquently the  Gaikwad o l d r e d  t h a t  he ehould be ptlid 

an indemnity o f  2,16,00,000 rupees.x The Oaikwad's eeoond 

coun te r  olrlm nee fo r  W,00,000 r u p e e 3 '  on acaount  o f  the 

27. -1phinstons t o  deore ta ry  A d a ,  2109.1813, l'oma 
fiaoidency Correupondanca, vol. XII, yo 781. 



expenses  i n c u r r e d  by h i m  a t  t h e  i n s t a n o e  o f  Poona 

h v e r n m e n t  f o r  subduing t h e  r e b e l l i o u s  Governor, Aba 

Shalukar  o f  ilimedabad. 32 Thi rd ly ,  t h e  Galkwad' a  

Government claimed a deduct ion o f  40,50,000 r u p e t e  i n  

consequenoe o f  t h e  p o l i t i o n l  u n r e s t  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  33 I t  

was f o r  t he  amount o f  t h e  expbnse he i nou r red  ' in 

procur ing  a B r i t i s h  f o r c e  t o  s ecu re  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  

his s t ~ t e  which had f a l l e n  i n t o  g r e a t  p e r i l  from t h e  

Yeshwa's i n a b i l i t y  t o  a f f o r d  the  a s s i s t a n c e  he was 

bound by t h e  t r e a t y  t o  Therefore,  his oont ingent  

should bc cons idered  a e  s e r v i n g  w i t h  h i m  on t h e  Yeshwa's 

p a r t ,  and t h a t  no oompenention should be r e q u i r e d  f o r  

t h e  y e a r s  dur ing  which those  i n t e r n a l  t r o u b l e s  ex1  eted. 

32. l l p h i n e t o n e  t o  Warden, 24.3.1816, Yoona Residency 
a r r e e p o n d e n c e ,  Vol. X I I I ,  p. 41. 

I n  t he  y e a r  1200 A.D. Abaj i  Krishna She lukar  i n  an 
unwarrantable  p rosecu t ion  o f  h o a t i l i t i e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  
Gdkwad, r a i s e d  t roope  and e x c i t e d  i n s u r r e c t i o n s .  The 
Gaikwad, having comun loa t ed  this even t  t o  t h e  Peshwa, 
r e s t o r e d  o rde r .  d g h t  monthe were consumed i n  t hese  
arrangements,  i n  t h e  exeout ion  o f  wbioh some o f  t h e  
p r i n c i p a l  S i r d a r a  o f  t h e  'Kingdom' l o s t  t h e i r  l i v e e .  
The ee tab l iehment  o f  a u i t a b l e  p rov is ion  f o r  t h e i r  
f a m i l i e s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  expenses  o f  t h e  mili tary 
p r e p a r a t i o n s  amounted t o  about  U0,OO ,000 rupee 6. 

T r a n s l a t i o n  o f  t h e  Gaikwad's r e p o r t ,  w r i t t e n  on t h e  
1 7 t h  o f  Hujub, i n  t he  Arabic  y e a r  1212; Yoona Hesidency 
Correspondenoe, Vol. X I I ,  p. 284. 

33. ' I ' ransla t ion o f  t h e  Galkwad's r e p o r t ,  w r i t t e n  on  t h e  
1 7 t h  iiujub, i n  t h e  Arabic  y e a r  12121 Poona Heaidenay 

correspondence,  Vol. X I I ,  1,. 2u4. 

54. Y.C.(;upta, b a j i  Ha0  I1 and the  b a s t  I n d i a  Company, 
p. 121. 



i;Lphinutone, a f t e r  a thorough study of t a r i o u e  claims 

a d  counter o l d m a  as advanced by thd k'eshwa , nd the  

Mkwad rcapectively,  mve the following statement of 

aooounts i n  Me long l e t t e r  t o  the Secretary, Warden, dated 

2 4 t h  &arch, l d l b .  ' A l l  olaima' , he etatee,  'whioh were 

considered' tire here put down i n  favour of the uaikwad' . 35 

Trihutee ~ r :  com- 
pensation i o r  
17 yeare. h2,61,72,000 

To t n l  3,06,54,789 

Gaihrad' e counter o l h e  

Deduotion f o r  
the yeare 
( ~ r a b i o )  1200, 
1202,1203. 16 20~25,000 

Indenrr i t y  l'or 
aroach. 81,20,00,000 
Lxpensee of 
reducing 
Yailookur b 20,00,000 

Total kb 1.60.25.000 

"2rora t h i e  i t  ur8are", ~ l p h i n a t o n c  concludes, " t h a t  the 

Gy~wllwr owce tho raiohwa a f t e r  all de, ua t ions  uymarde of  

u crore and fo r ty  s i x  l aou  o f  rupees on the  most favourable 

riew of  h i a  a f f a i r s  and even i f  thc Mahwa could be 

p r s u a d t d  t o  &i re  up the odd 46 l a c s  , a s  a remiasion, 

the brilanoe tqp lns t  the Gykreur would still be a crore of 

~ p e s - a . ' '  3b 

55.  - Igh in~ tone  to Warden, 24.3.1616, A oona He~idoncy 
Correspondence, Vol. X f I l ,  p. 43. 



Sect ion  2 - Gmbadhsc S h a s t r i ' e  Mission - 
In 1812, Fateh Sin& G a t h a d  proposed t h a t  Gangadhar 

S h u e t r i  be s e n t  t o  ~ o o n a ~ ~  t o  a d j u s t  t he  scoount between 

the  two e t a t e e ,  and he o f f e r e d  t o  bear tho  e n t i r e  expensee 

o f  t h e  mission. On t h e  5 t h  October, 1812, t he  Bombay 

hvernruent expressed i t s  consent.318 He s i d e s  the adjustment 

o f  t he  Pe shwa' s cla ims on t h e  G a l h a d ,  another  impor tan t  

o b j e c t  o f  Oangadhar S h a o t r l ' e  miss ion was t h e  i n t e n s e  

anxie ty  of the  G a i h a d  l'or t h e  renewal o f  t he  l e a s e  o f  

dhaedabad farm i n  his favour ,  whioh was t o  t e r m i m t e  i n  

1 8 1 4 . ~ ~  The k'estnvs had first l e a s e d  o u t  his h a l f  share  

i n  t h e  management o f  Ahmedabad t o  Govindrao Caiwad's 

son bhagvant Hao i n  1800, and the  same was aga in  renewed 

on October 2,  lb04, l o r  a per iod o f  t e n  yea r s ,  a t  t he  

aniual r a t e  of 4,50,000 r ~ ~ e e e . ~ ~  The hea ldcn t  a t  Baroda 

and t h e  c o u r t  o f  D i r e c t o r s  conaidered i t  d e s i r a b l e  t h a t  t h e  

management of t he  farm of Ahmedabad should continue i n  t h e  

hands o f  the  Galkwad. But t h e  Yeshwa was n o t  prepared to 

renew t h e  l e a a e a 4 '  O n  23rd October, 1814, he appointed 

l ' r ir lbakji  Dan@ t o  take t h e  charge o f  t h e  Farm. Trimbakji,  

37. C;-SeSardesai, New His tory  of tho ivlarathas, Vol. 111, 
y. 455; J-Talboys Wheeler, b'ummnry of A f f a i r s  of t h e  
dahratta S t a t e s ,  p. 206. 

3U. Bombay k o l i t i c a l  Proceeding, 7.10.1812, p. 2803. 

39. Grant Duf f ,  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  lvlahrattas, Yol. 11, p. 506. 

40. G. S. Sardeeai ,  %ew History o f  the  Marathac, Vol. 1II .p.  456. 
41, h lphlns tone  t o  Warden, 5.1.1814, 2oona Resid-ncy 

Gorreeyondence, Vol. XII, p. 309. 



however, d i d  n o t  80 t h e r e  pe r sona l ly ,  b u t  e e n t  his nominee 

Vi tha l  Y a a s i n y h  t o  menage t h e  a f f a i r s  on his behalf .  42 

Gangadhar S h a e t r i  Patwardhan 'was born about  the  y e a r  

1 7 7 5 ~ . ~ ~  IIe was a c l e v e r  o l e r k  i n  t h e  Yeshwa'm of f ice .  44 

lie l e f t  Yoona as a r e s u l t  o f  his d i f f e r e n c e s  w i t h  Hana 

btldnavie and Dada Gadre. He w m t  away t o  Baroda when the  

M r i t i s h  Residency wae e e t a b l i a h e d  t h e r e  i n  1302. He was 

a y w i n t e d  bb Walker, t h e  R e s i d ~ n t  a t  k r o d a ,  as t h e  Native 

Aee ie t an t  on o key of  a hundred r u p e ~ s  pe r  Soon 

he became the  r u i n  informant o f  the  Hesidcnt  a t  Eiaroda by 

kceying him w e l l  suppl ied  w i t h  d e t a i l s  o f  m t i - k i t i s h  

i n t r i g u e 8  i n  t h e  c o u r t  o f  dcrroda. Thereby, he beoame 

thoroughly obnoxious t o  l a r g e  uec t ions  i n  Baroda and 

outs ide .40 Uut his s e r v i c e s  t o  the  Company were found t o  

be 01 t h e  g r e a t e a t  value.  I n  Novenioer luD3 ,  f o r  his z e a l ,  

d i l i & n c e  kad f i d e l i t y  t o  t he  Company he wns gran ted  a e  an 

the  v i l l a g e  o f  Uindoli i n  tht' Chaurasi Pargana. 47 

42. b. S. Sardesa i ,  Yew History 01 t h e  ularathas,Vol. I lI ,p.456.  

44. G. J. Sardesa i ,  New riletory 01 the  Marathas,Vol. III.p.454. 
According t o  Grant Ihff, S h a s t r i  was o r i g i n a l l y  i n  the  
se rv i ce  o f  Yedke family a t  loona  Grant h f f ,  i i i s to ry  
of t he  lhh ro t t a s ,Vo l .  11, p. 505. 

45. h i y a a a t ,  P. 467. 
40. G. d. Sardeoai ,  New Kietory o l  t h c  ibarathae, Vol.III,p.455. 
47. 1. 5.  Gupta, B a j i  Rao I1 and t h e  h a s t  I n d i a  Company, 

p. 11 4. 



i n  lb07, t h e  Lbmbay Gavemirent honoured him by the  grmt 

o f  a 'Ydankeen  w i t h  a monthly allowanoe o f  one hundred 

rupeca  f o r  i t s  upkeep8.* ile also rece ived  from tho  

Gaikwad a rrui t t lblb oormniasion :o r  cf f e c t i n g  a o o n d d e r a b l e  

e a r i n y  i n  t h ~  m i l l  t n r y  exyeneca cf the   stat^.^' I n  K t l y  

1813, t h e  Yhnstr i  e n t e r e d  the  (;aikwad8a s e r v i o e  w i t h  the  

t i t l e  o f  uiutt&jq ernd (I a d u r y  of J ix  thoueand Npet-a a 

yrnr .W Irr 1U14. t he  h m b a y  cicvenun*mt found i t  nuoeenary 

t o  exy ,dn  t o  d p h i n a t o n e  t h a t  '12 ngadhar  S h e s t r i  hnd 

been nominated t o  a coxu iden t i e l  s i t u a t i o n  under Pa teh  

dr~(Lh Lialkwaa and n o t  t o  the Ol'iicc of Mwm t o  t h e  Baroda 

G r a n t  Luff has r i b h t l y  obarrved t h a t  the  S h a s t r i  

wua t h e  'Prime i~fninter i n  all but t h e  name'. 52 

Llyhinetone has d w n  ri c l e a  and i n t e r e s t i n g  

p o r t r o y d  o f  the  S h n a t r i ' e  c h a r ~ o t e r ;  ' thie man l a  a 

psreon 01 @ e a t  shrewdness r.md t a l e n t s  who keeye the 

whole e t a t e  o f  daroda i n  the  h ighse t  o rde r  ~ n d  here l a v i s h e a  

h i 3  money trnd n ~ n r s h a l s  h i s  S w u i  i n  ruoh a e t y l e  as to  d r a w  

t he  a t t u n t i o n  of t h e  whole plnoe. Though o very l e a r n e d  

S h a a t r i ,  he c t f fecte  t o  be q u i t e  an h d i ~ h  man, walks 

f a e t ,  t a l k s  f n ~ t ,  i n t e r r u p t 8  and oontrr tdic ta  unci o a l l ~  

48. k.C.Gupta, H s j i  Hao I1 .md t h e  h a e t  I n d i a  Compsqy,p.114. 

49. Ibid.  

50. lb id . ,  P. 115. 

, I .  Jambey Y o l i t i o a l  Proce~.dings ,  33.1.1814. p. 317. 

52. Grant . u f f ,  Hl: tor~ of the  Yahrat tne ,  Vol. Xi, p. 506. 



the  Peehwo and hia min i s t e r s  o ld  foolo  a d  d m m d  ra sca l8  

o r  r a t h e r  dam raec.de. Iie mixes hnglieh words with every 

th ing he anye and w i l l  say o f  eome one (Holkar f o r  inatanoe) 

' k h o t  t r i o h a l a  tha, l e k i n  barla alralmand kukhye (oookeye) 

tha  '. - A very t r icky perpon but vary i n t e l l i g e n t  and of  

o b l i g ~ t ~  eiatlt. t ,53 

Qangadhar Sharatri b d  an interview wi th  the Governor 

o f  -bay and Colonel Carnac on hie way t o  yo on^. (53A) 

The Shaetr i  a r r ived  at  Yoona i n  January 1814 under a 

i ( r i t i sh  mafe-o~nduot.~' He r a e  preacnted to the Peatma on 

February 9, 1814, but the  ' reoeption wae very cold. ,55 

The Yeshwa re fe r red  the  Shaet r i  t o  hie favour i t e  min i s te r  

Irimbakji  Ibnglia who enjoyed h i e  maater 'e f u l l  confidence. 56 

T r h b t t k j i  waa a man of a d o l e n t  charaoter  and very h o ~ t i l e  

54. U.S.Ssrrdesai, Mew Iiietory o f  thc  Mes thas ,  Vol. 111, 
UP. 455-456. 

55. Ibid., Yoli t i o a l  Prooecdings (Foreign),  Cons. 25. 
56. Yar l iw~cnta ry  rapere,  Vol. 11, p. 7. 



t o  t h e  L n d i e h .  '57 Soon a f t e r  t he  S h a e t r i ' e  arrival a t  

Poona, t he  a n t i - U r i t i e h  f a o t i o n  headed by Ex-Uwan Sitaram 

a t  t h e  c o u r t  o f  Baroda beoame vigorouely ao t ive .  They 

looked upon the  S h a e t r i  as a 'ha ted  i n t e r l o p e r  and h i e  

aeoendency a dep lo rab le  i n c i d e n t .  '58 The S h a s t r i ' e  e n t i r e  

a n n i h i l a t i o n  waa ind iepeneab le  t o  Sitaram' e f ao t ion .  59 

In June 1814, h lpb lns tone  informed t h e  Bombay Government 

t h a t  Qovind Bao Bandhuji had he ld  e e o r e t  mset inge w i t h  

the  Peehwa's Chief l i n i a t e r  Sadaehiv Mankeahwar and had 

preeented a l e t t e r  from Bateh Singh G a i h a d  who had 

complained a g a i n s t  the  S h a e t r i ' e  aacendency i n  the  state 

and a l s o  dlaavowed the  mieeion.60 La r ly  i n  1815, a pereon 

named Bhagwant Rao Gaikwad, an i l l e g i t i m a t e  b ro the r  of  

Anand Hao, appeared a t  Yoona and e t a r t e d  i n t r i g u e e  a g a i n a t  

t he  W o d a  Government. He w a s  c o r d i a l l y  r ece ived  by Bnji  

Hao i n  f u l l  -bar on t h e  Vasant Panohami day6' ( ~ e b .  14, 

~ 1 5 ) .  

57. Charlea idacfarlane,  U s t o r y  o f  B r i t i a h  I n d i a  from the  
P a r l i e s t  m g l i e h  In t e roouree ,  p. 3881 H-Bevan, T h i r t y  
y e a r s  i n  Ind ia ,  Vol. I, p. 225. 

58. k'.C.Gupta, hji Rao 11 and the  Laa t  I n d i a  Company, 
p. 117. 

59. Wallace, t he  Cuioowar and his Hela t ione  w i t h  the  
n r i t i s h  Government, p. 199. 1% has  been e a i d  t h a t  
one o f  t h e  o b j e c t s  o f  Kanhoji' s conepiraoy o f  1812 
was t h e  d e e t r u o t i o n  o f  t he  B r i t i s h  Power by the  
murder o f  t he  ung l i eh  Resident  and Gangadhar 
S h a s t r i  (hrnbay Gaze t teer ,  Vol. V I I ,  p. 217). 

60. o lph ins tone  t o  the  Cblei S o r a t n r y  t o  t h e  Oorernment, 
25.6.1814) Yoona Residency Correepondence, Vol. X I I ,  
PO 332- 

61. d p h i n e t o n e  t o  Warden, 19.2.1815; k'oona Residency 
Correspondence, Vole X I I ,  p. 350. 



i n  the meantime, Baji  Hao was informed by his epiee 

i n  barode tha t  Anand Ha0 and Paateh Sin& were r i r t u a l l y  

prieoners under the  i l r i t i ah  guarde, and were extremely 

anxioue t h a t  thc  Peeha ehould obtain fo.r them freed- 

of action.62 d a j i  880 o l e h e d  the s u z o r d n t y  over the 

liaikvrrrd and i n d e t e d  on mending hie own agunt t o  IIaroda 

f o r  the  Pdrpoee of aeoclrtnlning the t r u t h  of the hikwad'a 

h d e h i p .  &at i t  was etrongly repudiated by dphlns tone  

who eta ted t h a t  the Gaikwad w a s  no lon&er the P e s h a ' e  

rasaal .  63 dyhins tone  nae moon aware t h a t  the  outetanding 

demands on the Oa lk rad  afforded a wonderful opportunity 

to  the r'eahwa f o r  oormrpondenoe mind interahan@ o f  

missioncl with all t h ~  pr incipal  a t a t ee  of ~ n d i u . ~ ~  kt 

~ l p h i n s t o n e  de l ibera te ly  maintained a s o f t  tone  toward^ 

Baji Hao a n  the  Lnglieh were then engaged i n  a deadly war 

with Y e p a l  ,and t h e i r  r e p a t e d  r e w r e e 8  had oreated a s t rong 

country wide pojnilar discontent  agains t  the  Br i t i ah  

~ m v u r n m t - n t . ~ ~  i n  Fsbnaary l(315, dphinetont,  aukod ths 

Peshwa to  &w up h i m  olaira of excraioing control  over 

the h r o d a  S ta te  and t o  eurrender Gorind XAo Bendhuji and 

w v a n t r a o  t o  Nm 88 they were aotively oonduoting 

in t r i buee  q d n e t  the r n g l ~ e h . ~ ~  ~~lphinutont :  a leo  

62. ti. s. Sarde~ai,New Hietory of  the Mlzrathaa,Vol.lII,p.457. 

63. I b i d . ,  P. 4511. 
G4. Ccdebrooko, Life 01 L.~l,lyhinetone, Yol. I y 294. 
65. Ibid. 

66. G. G. Sefde~ai,blew Hietory of tho Idnrathao,Vol.III,p. 458. 



advised  t h e  S h n s t r i  t o  q u i t  P o o u  a s  his miss ion  had 

proved a f a i l u r e .  The B h a s t r i  d i d  n o t  accep t  Elphinetone'  e 

sugges t ion  because he f e l t  t h a t  i f  he r e t u r n e d  without  

achieving any u s e f u l  r e e u l t ,  his compet i tor  Si tarem and 

t h t  r e s t  oS t h e  Baroda o f f i c i a l  c i r c l e  would g e t  t h e  

asoendency and s t r eng then  t h e i r  opposi t ion.  On the o t h e r  

h w d ,  t h e  Ye~hwa and Trimbakji  thought t h a t  i f  the  Shrrotri,  

whose mies ion  had been sponeored by the  B r i t i s h  Government 

went back i n  diecomfi turb,  t he  D r i t i s h  would take i t  as 

a persona l  a f f r o n t  and avenge theinselves upon the  Pe€ihwa 

by making h i m  l o s e  bo th  N s  over lordehip  and M e  debt. 

Therefore,  Uaj i  Flac w d  l ' r imbakji  in t roduoed  a oudden 

ohonge i n  t h ~ i r  behaviour towards the  S h a s t r i  and t r i e d  

t o  c r e a t e  an atmosphere o f  complete c o r d i a l i t y .  They 

persuaded t h e  S h a s t r i  t o  s t a y  on f o r  sometime mon and 

explore  a l l  poss ib l e  meme f o r  s e t t l i n g  t h e i r  d i spute .  

Gangadhar S h a s t r i  prepared a draft agreement t o  

which t h e  Peehwa gave h i e  a s sen t .  Lly i t  t h e  h i k w a d  

was t o  oede a t e r r i t o r y  y i e l d i n g  a revenue o f  seven l a k h s  

of rupeLe and aoknowledlp the  sovere ign ty  of t he  P e e h a  

by r e c e i v i n g  an i n v e e t i t u r e  from h i m ,  provided i t  were 

always confe r r ed  on the  n e a r e s t  h e i r  and wi thou t  a 



mettlauent on t h e  b a d e  o f  t e r r i t o r i a l  c e e d o n  rand 

oxpreescd ids d i s t \ p ~ r o r a l  of the soheme. The Shaetr i  e t i l l  

hoped t h a t  Yateh Sinah might be brought t o  open h i e  eyes 

t o  bi s own in t e r ee t .  Llphinetone oonaidered t h a t  a 

po8tponea:unt o f  t h t  negotiat ion n ~ i c k t  be helpful  t o  esoure 

PI fv .VO~r~bl f )  ~inswcr from i3arod~. he enoouraged the 

Yushv~a 's  In ten t ion  of ~ o i n g  on R pil,-wimege t o  W e L .  t& 

After hia  r e tu rn  Sron l a i ,  the Yeshwa projeoten his annual 

pilLrirnaga t o  Uaaik. d,lhinatone decided la aocompany 

tho L'esha m d  Gan&&dhar Shastri .  69 

A l l  this time, Baji Rao and Trimbakji maintained a 

show of profuee a f f a b i l i t y  and swoetneee toward8 the 

Shas t r i  and oompletely won h i m  over by a k i l f u l l ~  playine. 

on h i e  vani ty .  some a l l u r i n g  o f f e r e  were made o u t  to 

Gangadher Yhastri. Trimbakji went oo far a s  to propoae 

ruel&ning h i e  own place t o  t he  Shaetr i  eo t h a t  'the Yeataa 

67. Hesolution oi the Bombay Wverruncnt, 10.5.1~15, ~'oona 
heeidency Correepondenoe, Vo1. YII, p. 369. The 
b h n v t r i  f e l t  t h a t  these t r ~ r n e  would prom b e n e f i c i d  
to the Gaikwad. b pointed ou t  that by paying sewn 
lclkhs of r u y e ~ s  a year,  t h ~  (iaikwnd would oacnpe the  
whole of the Yeshwa'e denanda, wNch, e ren  i f  ell 
t h t  W k w a d ' s  claim6 were admitteci would u o u n t  t o  61 
larger annual wun. 

62.  2 . C .  Gupta, d a j i  Rao I1 nnd the Last  India Company, 
p. 126. 



might a v a i l  himeelf  o f  t h e  s e r v i o e e  o f  so a b l e  a min i s t e r .  170 

A matrimonial  a l l i a n c e  m a  pro jeo ted  between B a j i  Rao' a 

s is ter- in- law and t h e  S h a s t r i l  e eon.'/' The S h a e t r i '  a mind 

w a s  so thoroughly o a p t i v a t e d  t h a t  he began t o  respond t o  

t h e m  profemaions w i t h  equal  c o r d i a l i t y ,  and soon beoame 

an  i n t f m a t e  f r i e n d  o f  Trimbdrji .  The t h r e a d  ceremony o f  

t he  S h a s t r i l s  son was performed i n  Poona w i t h  l n v i s h  

Gomp t nc i  y t m d z u r ,  i n  t h e  presenoe o f  t he  Yeshwa. 72 

I n  t h e  metmtlme, news was rece ived  from Uaroda t h a t  

h ' ,~tah .high a i d  n o t  u o c ~ p t  t h e  proyosril o f  ced ing  i n  

p e r p e t u i t y  t e r r i  lory worth  seven 1&ha a n ~ ~ u a l l y  t o  t h e  

Yeshwa i n  d i echa r@ o f  his debt. T h i s  d e c i s i o n  chattered 

t h e  S h a s t r i ' s  ?1ws tinti now he e ~ r i u u d l y  began t o  th ink  

o f  an honourable esoape from his bonds w i t h  t h e  Peshna. 

I ie  suddenly deol ined  t o  o e l e b r a t e  t he  marr iage o f  h i s  Eon 

w i t h  t h e  Peshwa's sister-in-law, f o r  he f e a r e d  t h a t  i n  

ga in ing  t h e   favour^ o f  t h e  Peshwa, he might f o r f e i t  that 

o f  his own master.73 Rmthermore, he gav8 a more deadly 
-- - - -- - - - - - - - - - 

70. II.iievan, T h i r t y  y e a r a  i n  Ind ia .  Vol. I, p. 227, 
According Dr-Y. C. Gupta, he was proposed t o  accep t  
t he  o f f i c e  of 'Prime h i in i s t e r '  o f  Poona Government 
(Y.C.Gupta, B a j i  Rao I1 and th: Cas t  I n d i a  Company, 
P. 126). 

71. Grant b f f ,  His tory  of t h e  Maharat tas ,  Vol. 11, p. 510. 
Cotton h o l d s  t h a t  ' t h e  P ~ s h w a  attempted t o  win over 
t h e  envoy1 s al leghanoe,  by promisling one o f  his own 
daughter8 i n  marr iage t o  h i u  son ' . (d .~.Cot ton,  
h.ountstuart U p h i n e t o n e ,  p. 90); J. Talboys Wheeler, 
Summary o f  Affairs of t h e  Yatlratta g t a t e s ,  p. 207. 

72. (i. S. Sarde sa i , l ew l l i s to ry  o f  t h e  h r a t h a s ,  Vol. III,p.459. 

73. Colebrooke, L i f e  o f  Y.blphinetone, Vol. I, p. 295. 



oause o f  offenoe i n  fo rb idd ing  his wife  from v i a i t i n g  t h e  

Peehwa' e p a l a ~ e . ~ ~  Indeed, no one who reepeoted t h e  honour 

o f  a female r e l a t i v e  oould a l low her  t o  w i t n e s s  t h e  scenes  

o f  g r o s s  debauohery aad l i c e n t i o u e  p ro f l igaoy  which formed 

p a r t  of every day l i f e  a t  t h e  o o u r t  o f  Yoona. Revenge was 

now t h e  dominant pass ion  i n  l n j i  HRO'S mind :ad Trimbekji  

w a s  a t  hand ready t o  eecond the  impulse. But they  ssaum4d 

a p e r f e c t  calm e x t e r i o r  and gave o u t  no i n k l i n g  o f  t h e i r  

s i n i s t e r  design.  

I n  f a o t ,  t h e  S h a e t r i ' s  negotiu?;iono w i t h  the  Pestma 

h ~ d  oauaed muoh d.am t o  t h e  Bombay Government. On t h e  

6 t h  Y a y  1815, t he  bmbay Government PaStWd a r e s O l ~ t 1 0 n  

d i s a p p r ~ v i n ~  t h e  S h a s t r i ' s  oonduct. the Bombay Government 

considered that by e n t e r i n g  in to  a d i s c u s s i o n  on  the  

quee t ion  01 t h e  r i g h t s  of sovere ign ty  t h e  S h a a t r i  had 

ao ted  beyor-d his j u r i s d i c t i o n .  Gmgttdhar' s proposed 

arrtmgurnent w i t h  t h e  Peshwa's Government embraoed a direct 

tlcknowledge~iient oi' t h t  r i g h t  of t h ~ !  Petlhwa t o  i n t e r f e r e  

i n  t h e  dornuotic conoerns o f  t he  (;aik~ad.~* The ambay 

Govui~ruicnt, t h e r e f o r e ,  thou,ht i t  d e s i r a b l e  t h a t  t h e  

Y h s t r i ' a  miusion should bt: t a ruuna ted  h ~ e d i h t c l y  as i t  

f a i l e d  t o  e f f e c t  nn airjuritment upon tiny m t i o f e c t o r y  

p r i n c i p l e .  dut  t h e  S h n s t r i  accompanied by t h e  Peshwa and 

74. Il.attvcm, 'l 'hirty y e a r s  i n  Ind ia ,  Vol. I, p. 228. 

75- +'.C.Gupta, B u j i  Xao I1 end the  Enst  India Company, 
P. 127. 



Uphinetone had already l e f t  f o r  Nadk before the  

reeolut ion of the Government had reached Poona. 7 6 

The month of  June wore away at  Blasik i n  the  usual  

routine. On the auepioioua oooaeion of the i n  

the  month o f  July ,  a r i a i t  to  Pandharpur was oonsidered 

necessary, and t o  eoonomiee the expenses only a shor t  

hurried journey wi th  a amall party w a s  proposed. I n  order  

t o  put the  Shaotr i  of f  h i e  guard, Baj i  Rao inv i t ed  him t o  

accompany t o  Pandharpur. Aocordingly, Bapu Mairal, the  

Shas t r i ' e  a s e l s t a n t  and the major portion of the party 

returned to  Yoona and Uphlnatone was dissuaded from 

aooompanylllg the  Peshwa on his pilgrimage. 77 

Seotion 3 - Murder o f  (tangadhar Shaetr i  - 
On h ie  way t o  Pandharpur, Baji  Rao Increased h i e  

pereonal guarde and warned them t o  be v ig l l an t  i n  t h e i r  

Shortly a f t e r  t h e i r  a r r i v a l  a t  Pandharpur, the 

Shaetr i  oame acroee a l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  by Govindrao b d h u j i ,  

i n  whioh he was warned t h a t  he would no t  aee Baroda again.79 

76. The Peshwa and h i e  party reaohed Nasik on the 26th May, 
1815.-(Foot Note) Poona Reddency Correepondence, 
Vol. X I I ,  p. 374. 

77. Grant m f f ,  tiistory of the  Mehrattaa, Vol. 11, p. 512; 
Forres t ,  UpNnstone '  s Writings, p. 1%. 

7b. Yardeeal, New Hietory of the Marathas, Vol. 111, p.460. 
79. Govindrao Bandhujl oaine to  Pandharpur with g rea t  seoreoy, 

but Us a r r i v a l  wae disoovsred by the Shaetr i  immediately 
before his death. Elphinstone t o  the Governor General, 
16.8.1815, Poona Reeidenoy Correspondence, Vol. X I I ,  
p. 394. 



!the warning kept  the Shaetr i  moetly i n  h ia  home with a few 

personal eervente at tendiny on him. The &&,& wae over, 

and the r e tu rn  Journey wae to  conunenoe on the 21mt July  

1815. On the 20th ~ u l ~ , ~  the  Shaatr i  returned from an 

enter tdnmcnt  ( ( iwn by Hem Chandra Goemin and oomplained 

of indiepoeit ion.  In  the evening of tho erne day, TrLmbakJi 

ar r ived st the  temple nnd 6ent his olerk Lelcehman Pant t o  

i n v i t e  the  Shas t r i  there for o f fe r ing  the l a e t  prayer. The 

Shoetr i ,  yol i  t e l y  re jeo ted  the invi ta t ion.  B u t  Trimbakji 

repeated the  request  t h r i ce  and preosed the Shaetr i  to  

come." A t  l a e t ,  the Yheatri found i t  disoourteous t o  

decline such preeeing f r i end ly  oal le .  A c c o m p ~ e d  by eeven 

unarmed fol lowers he went t o  the temple where he woe 

reoeived by ~ r i r n b u j i . ~ ~  Later  on an o ld  p r i e s t  of the 

temple epoke t o  the Shrietri and Sam h i m  &#&.A t o  eat.  

Thereafter,  the Yhaetri e ta r ted  on h i e  r e tu rn  preoeded by 

l 'rimb&ji'e S i d e e  through tho erne path by wNoh he had oome. 

80. Sardeeai, Mew History of the Merathas, Vol. 111, p. 460. 
Aooording to  P o t t i n p r o  e repor t ,  Gmgndhar Shaetr i  W a s  
luurdered on the n igh t  of the 19th Ju ly  1815.- Pottinge? 
to  Wuden, 23.7.18 15, Yoona Beeidenoy Correepondenoe, 
Vol. A I L ,  p. 375. Format  e t a t e s  that the Shaatr l  
received a memange from Trimbekjl on the  night  of tbe 
14th Ju ly  en t rea t ing  him to  oome t o  the  tumple ~ l d  
perform h i m  devotione - Format ,  4 ghinstone' e wri t ings ,  
p. 122. 2he e w e  date (14 July)  haa aleo been mentioned 
i n  Yarlia,ientary Papere, Vole 11, gaper No. 369, g.8. 

81. ..lphinetone, t o  the Governor General, 16.8.1815, Poona 
ltuaidenoy Correeyondence , Vol. X i I ,  pp. 394-395. 
Yardeeai, New Metory of the  Marathas, Vole 111, p.4bO. 



A s  the party prooeeded a few paoee, a band of armed men 

oeme rushing a f t e r  them o a l l i n g  out  'make way, make w,sy'. 

They hoked  the  Shaatr i  t o  pieces. His four  followers ran  

away a f t e r  reoeiving some wounda. A ory aroee, as the o ld  

p r i e s t  and the Shse t r i ' s  three  eervants came with l i gh t ed  

torohes and were taken abaok by the  s igh t  of thie ghaetly 

Prao t ioa l ly ,  the  stme s tory  haa been given by 

the Shaa t r i ' e  helpmate  h p u  h i a i r a l  who received a l e t t e r  

from Moro trimbak, wr i t t en  j u s t  two hours a f t e r  the Shae t r i ' s  

aesassinat ion.  Moro Trimbak was with the Shas t r i  a t  Pandharpur 

when the orime was perpetrated. 84 

The next  day the Shas t r i '  s men requested Trimbakji t o  

make an enquiry. But Trimbakji t o ld  them t h a t  i t  wae not  

posaible t o  t raoe  the c u l p r i t e  rta he had no idea  on whom t o  

f i x  the ~ l u i l t . ~ *  B a j i  Rao and Trimbakji did no t  reach the 

Capital f o r  several  days. They l ed  a l i f e  o f  eeoluaion wi th  

83. Sardeeri,  N e w  U e t o r y  of the Marathas, Vol. 111, p.4611 
1I.devan Thir ty yeare i n  India,  Vol. I, p. 229. B-S-Jones 
remarks t h a t  when prayers were ended, eome aemaeine  
rushed ou t  of the temple and murdered the  Shastri .  
(Jones, B r i t i s h  Power i n  India and the aubddia ry  syetem 
of Alliance. D. 15): Wheeler. Summery of the  Affaira of 

'i the  kahrrtttk i t a t e a ;  pp. 207-2081 >, ,,,-,~- ,, li;,q~~i- .- [ \ ~  -\q+ m 
" J  .41, pp.  41'~ 9s. J. 

T..,\>\d, , 
' "2- 

84 .  See appendix. Bapu tlairal's statement may be ooneidered 
a s  first hand information of the  Shas t r i ' e  murder. 

05. Y.C.Gupta, Baji Rao I1 and the  East India  Company, p. 129. 



e t r i o t  guard8 watohing over t h e i r  persona. They took no 

a t s p s  t o  i n w e t i g a t e  the  oirwrnetanoee.86 On the oontrary, 

tht: Yeehwa ooanimded to oi rcu la to  a &te rn  warning that no 

one ehould talk of  the eubjeot and spiee  were posted i n  

the c i t y  Lor preventing such talk.87 l'he new8 o f  the 

murder of  Gsngadi-iar Shosltri caused g rea t  ooneternation 

611 over the lab. The news was hurriedly communicated t o  

~ l y h i n e t o n e ,  who wns then a t  . l l o r ~ , ~ ~  by dmry Yottinger, 

thd C f f i c ~ r - i n - o h i a ~ e  of I'con.3. Or1 t h e  27 th July ,  1815, 

-.lyhinatonb ailcl'eeucc n l u t t r f  t u  th. P-t \hm from i-l lora,  

o d l i *  uyon 1al.i~ t o  d l  mover and punl ah * tha author nnd 

i n a t l e t o r e  o f  t d s  utrocitJi. ,a9 

66. J 3. Cot ton, diountstuart hlphinaton*, j h  90. 

87. Sardeeai, dlcw his tory  0 1  the Xa.retkq~, Vol. ILI, p. 461. 
88. JForrset, %lphinar tone '~  wri t ings ,  y. 43. 
b9. ~.lphintrtonc t o  the i'szhwtr, 25.7.1815. Poona rtesidenoy 

Cor ree~ndonoc ,  Vol. XII, p. 377. According to Ldheoler, 
on tk 7 t h  of %y, 7815, Uphins tone sent  h i s  ultimatum 
t h a t  the keelma was t o  surrender Trixbakji  within a 
month frool t h a t  dog a d  t o  give up three f o r t s  a s  
pled@e f o r  the f i l f i lmun t  of  h i s  en&a@mant (Suannary 
of Affair8 of  the Mahratta S ta tes ,  p. 216). 



TL?e followin& &ooount of ocourrenoes on the day of the  

Shas t r i ' e  aeaiertinatlon is extraoted from a na r r a t i ve  drawn 

up by h p u  r.. iral and t r e n d n t e d  I n t o  hnglish by Captain 

Yottinger - 
"Gn the  14th (of  amhad rudh) the Shastry wt.nt t o  en 

entertainment given by Hws Chundrr Coossayne Yatunker t o  

the Palebvcr anG on h i e  r6tur-n home cumpininwl of fever  and 

deeirod t h a t  i f  any pereon oame t o  rbqueet h l m  t o  gu t o  the 

tbnrylu, they might be t o ld  that was i nd l  sposed. I n  ths oouros 

of half an  hour one Luxman Yunt oiilne on Trilr~bukjee ~l ingl iah '  e 

behalf t o  i n v i t e  hLn t o  jo in  i n  the devotions, n:< he o d d  I 

" K  em unwell and w i l l  no t  go to-day". Short ly a f t e r  

Irimhokjec. eent a aeoond meswangar t o  aoquun t  the Shnstry 

t h a t  the Pdshwmrrr was t o  g~ t o  the: temple next  morning, t h a t  

the orowd waa therefore oleared away m d  t h a t  he ( t h e  ~ h a e t r y )  

ou,9t t o  take adVaIIt~ge of this oircumstance and a t tend  

prwers, but not  to  bring many sttendanta.  fie returned the 

iormer anmtr. Baupoo Chiplunker a f r i end  of the Shaetry 

and Kowjec Mahratta, a r e l a t i o n  then l e f t  the  S h ~ s t r y  and 

walked t o  the &reat temple where they met Tririhuckjao 

uingl ln  who observed; ' I  lmre ern t  twlce to  the Shastry t o  



come t o  prayera. He deolinea doing eo, b u t  wieh you would 

t r y  h i m  again." Howjee ldahratta ome  baok to the house 

ooaupied by the Shastry and to ld  h i m  what Ylnglia had a d d .  

Me a t  f i r e t  obaerved, "I om unael1"i but on r e f l eo t ion  he 

became apprehensive of  offending Uinglia by no t  complying 

with h ia  three d i f f e r e n t  meamgee and therefore he agreod 

t o  &u. tie accordingly a e t  o f f  with two &&&&oheu&, tno 

pvrsonal aervante, th ree  &g#rroh~ m d  a 08~0900 of 

Wimbuakjeele. A s  he pamsrd d o n g  wi th  s b y e ,  one of his 

nttendante overheard a man i n  the orowd a ~ k  8 "whloh i s  the 

dhaatry"? .& did not  t N n k  of observing these people. khe 

Yhmtry entered the temple, perfonnod h i a  devotiona, ahat  ted 

:or a few minutee w i th  Trimhakjee Uinglia and then prooeeded 

towarde h i s  houae. tie des i red  tk.ree of his people t o  e t w  

behind with ona ChJItondoee dabs, ti kind of preaeptor of the 

Shaetry nnd a wry old  man, and he advmced himself 

a aaompded  by Trin~buakjee Mngl iah la  aepoys who wore i n  

~ r o n t  of him ten  o r  twelve paore. Next owne two of the 

Yhnstry'a own Jlurroarrahe, then ?mo i..ueealohees with l i g h t e d  

flaabeaue and ubout four paoee behind thulu wae the Shoetry. 

One KtUrdUmder fIurray an inhabi tant  of kunrlurpore end a 

p r i e s t  of the temple had hold of thc Chastry'n l e f t  b u d ,  

iind h p o o  Chiplunkar the Yhtwtryls f r i end  w a s  on tho 

a p p o d t e  aide but a etey o r  two i n  the rear .  khese three  



were followed by the  13haetry1s two pereonal eervants and 

when the  party had walked eome l i t t l e  d i ~ t a n o e  f r an  the 

temple three  men oame running up bwhind them ae i f  they 

were o lear ing the road f o r  some pereon by o a l l i n g  ou t  

'k ioe ' ,  'Pioe' (make way, make w a y )  t h e i r  hands were folded 

up i n  a  o lo th  probably a a  a  shle ld  and i n  eaoh o f  t h e i r  

r i & h t  bsnde there  seemed t o  be a twieted oloth  whioh i s  

umal f o r  e t r ik ing  people i n  a  crowd t o  make them stand 

aeldr.  (me of the  asssactine s t ruck thc Shaetry a  v io len t  

blow uyyartntly wlth h ie  o lo th ,  when i t  was disoorered 

t h a t  he had r, sword a lso  i n  bis h m d .  Another eeised Nm 

bq the lock of ha i r  of thc o r o m  of h l o  head to  throw h i m  

down a d  when he was f a l l i n g  the  th i rd  meass in  c u t  him 

over the head. Two more men a t  t h i s  junoture ruehed from 

the  ~ r o r r t  of ttre pa r ty  and three  o f  the a t tendante  who 

attemkteu t o  etay by the Shastry were wountlad, on whioh 

h i a  f r i ends ,  llussalchees and followers ran away md l e f t  

him in t h ~  hand8 o i  the uurdercrs who inangled him i n  the  

luo ot shocking manner #d one of them cxolsimedr "we h8re 

now fini6ht.d h im. "  T h i s  wati over h e a d  by one of tha  

wounded. Tht aeeaeelns thcn t h a w  down two sword soebbuds  

and m a w  t h e i r  esoEipe: -nd t h t  S h a s ~ r y ' s  people who were 

: o l l o w l n ~  d t h  t h t  o ld  man tilreudy alluded to,  BaW fire 

~uen w i t t i  swords run away tovrurde the terkplc. lney  a l so  



olrserved t h ~  flambeaue l y i n g  e x t i n ~ u i s h e d  nnd mok ing  on 

t h e  ground and beoeme muoh alarmed, but  n o t  kncwing what 

had taken place two o r  t h r e e  o l  them ran home t o  the  

S b a s t r y ' s  house and l e a m i n e ;  he w a s  n o t  t h e r e  they 

r e t u r n e d  to eea rch  f o r  him and found h i s  corpse  i n  t he  

road  a lmost  o u t  to  bi te .  They took the  pieoee up md 

o w r i e d  them home. Thle wae about  h a l f  p a s t  e igh t -0 '  

Clock a t  night." 

-- -- - -- - - 

blphinatone t o  t h e  Governor-General, 16.6.1015, Yoona 

Reeidsncy Correspondenoe, Vol. X I I ,  pp. 394-396. 




