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PREFACE 

Maxim Gorky (1868-1936) was undoubtedly t h e  most popular  of 

a l l  t h e  Russian w r i t e r s  of h i s  t ime and remained a  c e n t r a l  

f i g u r e  throughout what i s  perhaps t h e  most t u r b u l e n t  y e a r s  i n  

h i s  c o u n t r y ' s  h i s t o r y .  About h a l f  a  cen tury  has  passed 

s i n c e  Gorky d i ed  i n  1936. We a r e  s epa ra t ed  from t h a t  d a t e  

n o t  on ly  by t h e  y e a r s  bu t  a l s o  by t h e  changes t h a t  have 

taken  p l a c e  i n  t h e  world. New gene ra t ions  have grown up, 

wi th  a  mul t i tude  of new s o c i a l ,  ph i lo soph ica l ,  e t h i c a l  and 

o t h e r  ques t ions  t o  be answered. Our a t t i t u d e  t o  c u l t u r a l  

and a r t i s t i c  va lues  has  a l s o  changed. However t h e  hidden 

energy contained i n  t h e  works of Corky i s  capable  of 

i n f l u e n c i n g  many gene ra t ions  t o  come. H i s  works cont inue  

t o  be brought o u t  by va r ious  pub l i sh ing  houses i n  Russia  
b 

and abroad. Th i s  shows t h a t  t h e  i n t e r e s t  i n  h i s  works 

remains s t r o n g  and l a s t i n g  and he has  won t h e  devoted love  

of r e a d e r s  from a l l  over  t h e  world. Corky's  works have 

in f luenced ,  and s t i l l  cont inue t o  i n f l u e n c e ,  t h e  c u l t u r e  

and s o c i a l  out look of t h e  Ind ian  people  a l s o .  Many Ind ian  

w r i t e r s  of t h e  1930s were a t t r a c t e d  by Gorky's impassioned 

c r i t i c i s m  of t h e  e v i l  i n  s o c i e t y .  

This  t h e s i s  i s  an a t tempt  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  

between t h e  works of Corky and t h e  Malayalam novels  of t h e s e  
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w r i t e r s  and t o  a s s e s s  t h e  na tu re  and s i z e  of Gorky's i n f luence  

on them. The in f luence  of Corky i s  most c l e a r l y  v i s i b l e  i n  

Malayalam novels  w r i t t e n  a f t e r  1930. The nove ls  of Kesava Dev 

(1905-1983), Thakazhi Sivasankara  P i l l a i  (b. 1912). Cherukadu 

Govinda P i s h a r a t i  (1915-19761, and Ponj ikkara  Raphy (b.  1924) 

a r e  chosen t o  i l l u s t r a t e  t h i s  f a c t .  

This  t h e s i s  c o n s i s t s  of e i g h t  chapte rs .  The f i r s t  

chap te r  a t t empts  a  h i s t o r i c a l  survey and assessment of t h e  

c o n t a c t  between Russian and Malayalam l i t e r a t u r e s .  The 

t r a n s l a t i o n s  and c r i t i c a l  works t h a t  appeared i n  e i t h e r  

language a r e  b r i e f l y  analysed here .  Chapter  I1 d i s c u s s e s  

t h e  r ecep t ion  of Gorky's works i n  I n d i a ,  wi th  s p e c i a l  r e f e rence  

t o  Kerala.  Gorky's i n t e r e s t  i n  I n d i a  and t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  of 

Gorky's  l i f e  and works by Ind ian  s c h o l a r s  a r e  descr ibed  i n  t h e  

beginning of t h i s  chapte r .  The p o p u l a r i t y  of Gorky's  works 

i n  Kerala  and t h e  c r i t i c a l  s t u d i e s  of them by Malayalam 

s c h o l a r s  a r e  d i scussed  i n  t h e  second par-t  of t h i s  chapte r .  

The t h i r d  chap te r  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  

cond i t i ons  i n  Russia  and Kerala  and t h e  l i t e r a r y  t r a d i t i o n  

of Corky and t h e  14alayalam n o v e l i s t s .  'The i n f l u e n c e  of 

contemporary s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  even ts  on the l i f e  and works of 

t h e s e  w r i t e r s  i s  s t r e s s e d  here .  The a n a l y s i s  of  Gorky's 

development a s  a  man and a  w r i t e r  i s  at tempted i n  t h e  f o u r t h  

chapte r .  , Gorky's l i f e  and t h e  format ion of h i s  theory  of 

a r t  i s  analysed i n  t h i s  chapte r .  The theory  of a r t  i s  

d i scussed  i n  d e t a i l  g iv ing  examples from h i s  works. 
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Chapters V ,  V I  and V I I  a r e  designed t o  p resen t  t h e  

s i m i l a r i t i e s  and ana logies  between t h e  works of Gorky and 

t h e  Malayalam novels  of Dev, Thakazhi, Cherukadu and Raphy 

and t o  a s ses s  t h e  in f luence  of Gorky's works on them. Se lec ted  

Malayalam novels  a r e  analysed i n  t h e s e  chapters  i n  such a vay 

as t o  r evea l  how t h e  l i t e r a r y  p r i n c i p l e s  of t h e  au thors  a r e  

r e f l e c t e d  i n  them and how f a r  they  a r e  inf luenced by those  

of Gorky. 

My thanks a r e  due t o  t h e  Un ive r s i ty  Grants Commission 

f o r  a s s i s t i n g  me with a  fe l lowship t o  v i s i t  t h e  Sov ie t  Union 

f o r  c o l l e c t i o n  of  m a t e r i a l s  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h i s  work. I am a l s o  

indebted t o  Messrs M. S. Devadas, C.  Unni Raja,  C. Achutha 

Kurup, K.  Surendran and P. T. Bhaskara Paniker f o r  t h e  

va luab le  suggest ions  and d i scuss ions  wi th  them. I a l s o  

wish t o  record my g r a t i t u d e  and o b l i g a t i o n  t o  D r .  Timur 

h t u r i d z e ,  former Russian t eache r  i n  t h e  House of Sov ie t  

Cu l tu re ,  Trivandrum and t o  D r .  A. A. V i t l i p a s ,  V i s i t i n g  

Lec tu re r ,  Department of Russian, Un ive r s i ty  of Kerala f o r  

t h e i r  va luable  guidance and advice i n  t h e  prepara t ion  of 

t h i s  t h e s i s .  The he lp ,  cons tan t  i n s p i r a t i o n  and c r e a t i v e  

guidance extended t o  me by my guide D r .  K. Ayyappa Paniker ,  

P ro fes so r  and Head of t h e  I n s t i t u t e  of Engl ish,  and Dean, 

Facul ty  of A r t s ,  Un ive r s i ty  of Kerala a r e  t o o  g r e a t  t o  be 

acknowledged adequately.  Without h i s  p e r s i s t e n t  encourage- 

ment and advice t h i s  work would not  have been completed. 
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