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PREFACE

Maxim Gorky {1868-1936) was undoubtedly the most popular of
all the Russian writers of his time and remained a central
figure throughout what ié perhaps the most turbulent years in
his country's history. About half a century has ﬁassed
since Gorky died in 1936. We are separated from that date
not only by the years but also by the changes that have
taken place in the world. New generations have grown up,
with a multitude of new social, philosophical, ethical and
other questions to be answered. Our attitude to cultural
and artistic values has also changed. UHowever the hidden
energy contained in the works of Gorky is capable of
influéncing many generafions to come, His works continue
to be brought out by various publishing houses in Russia
and abroad. This shows that the interest in his works
remains strong and lasting and he has won the devoted love
of readers from all over the world. Gorky's works have
influenced, and still continue to influence, .the culture
and social outlook of the Indian people also., Many Indian
writers of the 1930s were .attracted by Gorky's impassioned
criticism of the evil in society.

This thesis is an attempt to describe the similarities

between the works of Gorky and the Malayalam novels of these
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writers and to assess the nature and size of Gorky's influence
on them., The influence of Gorky is most clearly visible in
Malayalam novels written aftef 1930. The novels of Kesava Dev
(1905-1983), Thakazhi Sivasankara Pillai (b. 1912), Cherukadu
Govinda Pisharati (1915-1976), and Ponjikkara Raphy (b. 1924)
are chosen to illustrate this fact,

This thesis consists of eight chapters., The first
chapter attempts a historical survey and assessment of the
contact between Russian and Malayalam literatures. The
translations and critical works that appeared in either
language are briefly analysed here. Chapter II discusses
the reception of Gorky's works in India, with special reference
to Kerala. Gorky's interest in India and the evaluation of
Gorky's 1life and works by Indian scholars are described in the
beginning of this chapter. The popularity of Gorky's works
in Kerala and the critical studies of them by Malayalam
scholars are discussed in the second part of this chapter.

The third chapter discusses the socio-political
conditions in Russia and Kerala and the literary tradition
of Gorky and the Malayalam novelists. The influence of
contemporary socilo-political events on the life and works of
these writers 1s stressed here. The analysis of Gorky's
development as a man and a writer 1s attempted in the fourth
chapter. Gorky's life and the formation of his theory of
art is analysed in this chapter. The theory of art is

discussed in detail giving examples from his works.
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Chapters V, VI and VII are designed to present the
similaritlies and analogies between the works of Gorky and
the Malayalam novels of Dev, Thakazhi, Cherukadu and Raphy
and to assess the influence of Gorky's works on them, Selected
Malayalam novels are analysed ih these chapters in such a way
as to reveal how the literary principles of the authors are
reflected in them and how far they are influenced by those
of Gorky,
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