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CHAPTER -VI
SUMLIARY AND IMPLICLYIONS




SUMMARY AND IHPLICATIONS 3
Swiary of fMndings. | |
The genceral infornation about the respondents related
to the soclo~cconouic varicbles roverled thet noxinu of
respondents belonged to cctive working age group of 20-40

years. 4&verage age of the respondents wos 39,0 yoars

Only 23 per cent of respondents were literate, ranging
fror only 1.8 per cent in nost backward reglon D to 41,5
per cent in nost advenced rcgion 4, Nuclear type of fenilies
donineted joint faillics, more so in advanced region. 4ver-
age family size was 7, reflecting a large slze. Majority
of the respondents belonged to intermediato costes followed
by ungpuchables, upper cnstes and lower castes. Agriculture
and alliod pursuits wes the prime occupation of majority of
respondents, .Majority.of?a?ilicswera concentrated in
lower co tegories of eiﬁher.iandless or upto 5 acres of 1ond
"1nd only 0.6 per Cent had nore than 16 acres of land.‘ About
33.2 per cent forilies had annucl incone of upto 1545000/~
and highest inceone group of abave R3425000/~ conprised of
only 6 .5 . per oent of household. Mejority of roepondents
!had nediun level of soeio-econ@Jic-status. Level of social
participation of the reSpondents was_ found to be very. lov

- Btudy revecled a high level of agricultural technology..
Advenced regions showed a higher adoption of qgricuitﬁral'
technology and as the advhncenent of the region decreosedl
80 also. decreased the level of adoption of new agriculturﬂl

 tochnQlogys - Feaae and s;l,ze of lﬁdholding wore found 4o
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be highly associated with level of adeption of new agricul-
‘tural technolopy followed by caste and highest education in ,
the faaily.

. Worlk force narticipotion of faioles was found to be
very high «s 77.0 per cent of the respondents'were partici-
pating in thc work force;- Index of female labour force parw
ticipation was lound to bechighest in backward regions with
less irrigation foeilitdes and less use of liproved agricule
tural technology, cond it went.on decreasing with the incrcos-
ing progressivencess of tho region. .Ehployment status of
faertales was found to be differing in the different socio=-
cconoude strata, Educational status of wonen was nost sig-
nificantly relatod with participztion of wonen 1n work force
followed by level of agricultural‘uechanization, fanily incouo
and casto. Number of wotien participating in the work force
daecreasced anongZ thosc haoving high level of agricultural Lce
chanization, having high'inéoue level fraoa high castes and
educated. In upper castes, the concept of not working of wo-
pen as a symnbol of status was still continuing. Among | 7
Intemiediate enstes, wonen fron Jat 8ikh fanilies were not
working outside, boceuse of cultural forces. J4nong untou-
chables rlso some cases wore noticed where wonmeon havé ansed
to work outside in inltation of upper castes, as thelr
husbands have noved to services, kThus they are Withf
drdwing,thamselves froﬁ the labour force and are also

trying to restrict theilr novements unlike:other femq}gs

“of lower ‘gaates as a synbol of status,

Y
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McJority of the respondents (98.8%) were engaged in
cegriculture eithor o8 agricultural labourcrs (37.%) or cule
tivators (60.%). Only 0,3 per cent of respondents were
erigaged in service, Occupctional distribution of w1l fenales
of th¢ scleoctud houscholds clso reverled similor trond. Thus
princory sector constituted the nioin sphere of feonnle ouploye-
1ient.

Regional differences were evident in the occupational
distribution of females. In both regions of Karnal, maximﬁm
of fencles wero working as cgriculturel labourers, wiailo in
both regions of Bhiwani, majority of femalea were working as
cultlvetors. Thus in progressive regions, nuober of cultiva-
tors went down and nuber of agr%cultural labourers increased.
nly in‘progrossive regions, wosen were engaged in tertiary
scctor of the econony.

o Ceste was found to be a determiﬁum%actof in the work
pattern of fewcles. Those working os agricultural lgbourers
were aeither from untouchables or from lower castes, Froo
upper castes no vonen vorlked as agriculturcl labourer and
objection to working for wages renanined onong intermedilate
castes slso, dAlthough family labour cxchange anong the
different familics of some caste was prevalent at upper and
intemediate level but it was only at the low level of
hierorchy that wonen worked‘for‘wages.

Iupact of new agricultural technology Wag evidenﬁﬁfnly
aniong 26,9 per cent of respondents who were.now workiﬂé

either for less or nore nusber of days compared to earlier.
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HMoxinun dnpoct wos evident in nost advenced region 4, vhere
U7 L per ceat of respondents woro offeocted, followed by
rdgion B (8.29%), C {3.3%) and in rcgion D no iupact was
evident.,

Wonen frou different socic-econouicestrata were being
affected differontly by the new agricuwitural technolosye
Difforent factors which detemiined the effoct of nev agrie-
cultural technology on vonien werc caste, status of vorker,

income level, landholding =nd level of farn mechanization..

Inipact of agricultural technology wos found to be dl-
fferent according to the status of worker. 4s thosc¢ who
were getting more euploynent were all agriculturcl labourers
(19%), whose cuployment hos been increased due to the ’ «
inproved ogricultural practices which inereased the demand
for labour in penk seasons becouse of low level of nechoni-
ngion. This trend was_observed in oﬁly ane viliagc:of

] advancad rugicn. &iong those who were now‘getting Loy~
nent for luéscr nwjbor‘of dcys, there were three cotegories
of women which included 22,2 per cont of_wbmon ﬁho werae
vworking earlier on own farus but now they hove withdravn
thenselves fron the labour:force, 212 per cent of wojen.
cultivators whose work load has boen reduced due to nechaw
- &@%@xion of agriculture and 21.2 per cent of agriculfd:al\
habou:re.rs who are ow gett;ng work for lesser munber o_f

‘ q§y$_dq§ to full mechonization of agficul@ure.whigh,was
gv}@enﬁ,oqu in_ohé village of advanced recglons where

%ig hayyesters have been ingroduced, -,




o
.~
&

Thus improved abriculturai technology acconpanied by
porticl uechoiization has affected wonen fron all soclo-
eccacdle backgrounds positvely, clther by relieving the
warien cultlvators who were froﬁ high soclo=econonic strata,
ffom uppewr or intermcdlato castes, high income level and
having lorge londholdings or by incereasing the coployment
of woren who were from lower socio=ccononic strata, lower
cesbes and untouchables, lowest income group and having
glther no or unecononic landholding which forced then to
work os oagricultural laboﬁrers. Full nechanization of
agriculture has Poth positive and negative impact on women
frou ‘difforent socio~-cconoizde strata, On the one hond, it
has frecd womeﬁ conpletely, vwho were carlier vorking on own
faris ond who belonged to upper socioaccononic strata, who
hove withdrawn themselves fren eoploynent and this free tine
they werc utilizing in other areas whers a clcar trond in
the luprovement of thelr stotus was ovident. On the other
hand it has negatively affected the women froo Lower castes,
lowest incone groups who were elther laondless or having
uwneconouic landholding by reducing the demand for eﬁploy~
ment in peck season and wonien narked by lack of access
to new skills and knovledge were first to be reploced,

Thus these wonen arc being marginalized to periphery and
this narginalization con nean soriething worse for wozen

than men as they are narked by lack of nobility and

accass to training opportunitics which can prepare then ‘w}'

for ecmploynent in the nodernized sector.
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Inspite of the equal remuncration 4Act, differentials
in vages of nen and women continue unprotested, Labour surplus
conditions and lacl: of conscilousness and organization among
women led to their poor bargaining power and forced them to
vork for the available wages. Iilone of the respondents had ever
been included in the agricultural training, which-is a gfeat
drawback iIn our extension programmes. Women who have less
access to training opportunities lack the SRills, required by
modernized agriculture thus they are being pushed to non-
mechanized operations and with full mechanlzation are likely
to ‘be completely thrown out of employment.

Improved household technblogy has still not trickled
down to majorilty of rural women, as level of improved household
technology was found to be very unsatisfactory in majority of
cases and only in &,7 per cent cases,.level of improved houses-
hold technology was high.

Hajority of women vho had either medium or high level
of improved household technology were from advanced regions,
upper caste groups, high income brackets, high socio-
sconounlc status, from educated families, from families with
service or agriculture as their maln occupation and were
themselves educated, FEconomic status of family was found
to be most highly related with level of improved household
technology, followed by soclo-economic status, highest
education in the family, education of the respondent, main

occupation of family and caste was least related having )
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minimun velue of C (,25), dlthough income level of the
family was found to be assoclated with level of improved
household technology in all the four regions at one percent
level of sipgnificance but in region A, it was most signifi-
cantly related with maximum value of C (.66)'followed by
region B (C-.59), C {C=.50) and region D (C-.48). Thus in
advanced regions importance of relieving the women from the
drudgery of home work was realized, provided the family had
the capacity to buy as compared to backward regilons, where
even if the famlly had higher level of income, it was not
necessary that level of household technology would also bé
high, thus reflecting the neutrality towards women'!s work,
Similarly socio-economic-status was most highly related with
level of household technology in advanced reglons, and as the
progressiveness of the ?egion decreased, so also decreased_
the uxtent to which higﬁqsocio-economic status led to high level
of household tecinology, reflecting_the neglect of female
drudgery in tihic backward régions. ﬁverage working daylfqrh
worien came out to be 13.2 héurs, which reflects tﬁe miééréble
plight of rural vomen. In;most aavanced reg%ﬁp.A, avcrﬁge
vorking hours were 12,9 énd 1t went on inéreasiné as ope_'.
moved Lo backward regions with 13;371n_regiqn B, 13.8 in
fegion C and 14,9 in'regioﬁ D. Thﬁslin.bapkqa:d regions,
women worked for more number of hours. | |

~ Farm work consumed maximun..time of women. _dwverage
FimedeVOtea to farm work was 2.6 hours, ranging from 1,§‘
hours in advanced reglon 4 to 2.9 hours i most baclorard

F oo ey
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region D. thus as the progressiveness of the reglon increased,
 tive devoted to fami work by women decreased.

'Hext to farm work, waxinum time was devoted to food
preparation, which consumed on an average 2.4+ hours. Main
activitics which consumed most time werce cooking food and
fetching water. Water supply was avallable at home'only in

12,9 ver cent of cases. 1In all other cases (87.1%) women

heve to go a long way to fetch water from wells omn their T,
heads,
Coéking food was another activity which consumed much
time. Only a {ew families had stove (3331%), Heater (29.9%)
and Gobar Gas Plant (3.24%). Rest of the families relicd
axclusively on Cow=dung and firewood, which was a great
hazard for the health of the women who were continuously
exposed to Fhe smoke., In-door kitchen was available only
“in 52,4 per cent of cases, and in all other cases food had
to be oo&kcd in open in all seasons. Caste and outside worke
ing of vomen wvere significantly asscoclated with amount off
time devoted to food preparation, |
Cleanliness of tho home was devoted 2.1 hours per day
on an average ranging from 2.4 hours in advanced region A
to 1.7 hours in wmost backward region D. Caste and income
were found associzted with amount of time devoted to clean-
liness, ’
Next to cleanliness, care of animals was devoted on
en average 1.8 hours a day, Maximum time to animal care was

being devoted in backward region and it went on decreasing

At




with the progressiveness of the region. In majority (66.1%)
ol cases females were responsible for care of animals, In
botlh regions of Bhivanl, females along were responsible In
more number ol cases, while this number was small ln both
regions of farnal, more so 1n the advanceo region 4, This
was partly due to the fact that in Karnal, dairy has been
adopted as a profession in some cascs and as 1t became commerw
cial and so on a large scale, 1t has gone into the hands of
males (e:l.ther family members or servants.) High inconme
level was found associated with less responsibility of
females in animal care and vice-ﬁersa, more so in the advan-
ced reglons.
Clothing was given less attention with 1,4 hours on

an average devoted to it daily. In advanced region morc
time was devolted to it than in backward regions. Sewing
of 01othes was not done at home in majority of cases
(65%), even i the femily income Vas meagre, becauée of
lack of ability and skills and due t_ownon-availability of
sewing machines in some cases, _Other aspects like washing,
ironing of clothes was glven more time in advanced rcglons.
Upper caste women devoted maximum time to it followed by
intemediate castes, untouchable and lower. castesq

| Child care was not getting much attention. Only
1 Lr hours on an average were devoted to care of children
renging from 1,5 in advanced region & to 1,2 in most backe
ward region D, Type of family and outside working of tho-f
womer_was. found agsociated with amownt of time devoted to
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child care,

Processing of grains was devoted 049 hours daily. Casteo
was significantly assoclated with the amount of time devotod
to grain processing. Majority of respondents from intermedias
te castes devoted maximﬁm time to grain processihg'foliowed by
upper castes, lower castes and untouchables. |

Flour grinding consumed on an average 0;4 hours ranging
from 0.2 hours in advenced region 4 to Oulty 046 and 0.9 in
region B, C and D. Thus as the backwardness of the regilon
increased so &lso increagsed the number of hours devoted to
flour grinding and number of women whio were grinding the
flour at home manually. On;the whole in %1.1 per cent of
cases, flour was being groﬁnded in home wholly or partly by
hand driven chakxis which reflects the backwardness and
druigery‘of rural women in modern times.

n the whole, waximam amount‘qf tiye was devoted to
,farm work folloved by food_preparaiion, clqanliness, animal
care, clothing, child care,, grain processing and flour
grinding. #n attempt to find out the leisure tiume cf the
respondent revesled that 59.1 per cent of respondents did

not get any leisure time, 11.0 per cent got #=1 hours,

26,5 per cent wore getting 2-3 hours and 245 per cent of
re3pondents got even more tnan three hours of leisure time.
_Respondents getting 2 3 and more than three hours of lei~ {
_sure time weré either from the old age group who had ; 
daughter-in-lawa to work, or tney were frqm poor, nuclear
;familgpl and Werse. unemployad or these werezﬁf; .




’ériasses with ail kincis of facilitids in ‘tﬁeir,‘homes and also
not working outside. TFor the rcest of women, work started
from early morning till late at night.

A»regional analysis revealed that more women from regio
A (most advanced) and region D (Most backward) were getting
}eisure time than from region B and C» In region 4, those
women vwere from upper castes who were not working in the
fields and also had good level of hcome technology,’ but in
region D, those were mostly from lower castes, who were idle
and not getting employment. 4s caste was found associated im
all the four regions with leisure time of the respondent, but
significence was more in region 4 and D than in B and C, *.

Level of household technology was highly significently
related with ieisu.re time of respondents as it had maximum
value of C (. l+1), Tollowed by income (C-.36), occupation
(C—.31+), nge (C-.30) and caste (C-.28). mtSide working oI‘
vomen wus also olguflcantly as.,oc:.ated with leisure timo
of the respondents but it could not be comp arad beca;.z»e of
different degrees of freedom. Thus majority of womon . -
gett:.ng leisure timc were ha:ving high level oi‘ improved
home technology;, high income level, fron old‘er age. gmup,
upper casbtes, not working outside home and belonging to
fmilles having service.ag the main occupation. ] -

Thus, 1t is: seen thgq& % 1&1;3 socicp-ecanomic 1evel of
the family increﬁaed, on

whapd yomen's Qarticipa,tiqn '
in_the work fopce clgcreased and on the.other hand level of
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houscehold technology also lmproved, thus feliev1ng women
from drudgery of the home and farm. While for those vho are
at the lower end of soclo-cconomic ladder, outside working
which is a necessit;!for them, is accompanled by lack of
iwproved technolegy in the home, thus making their plight
more miserable.

Inowledge of the respondents regarding improved house-
hold technology was found to be very low. Mean‘knOWIDdga
score was 1.9, reflecting =z low level of knowledga. liaan
knowledge scorc came out to be maximum in reglon A.(Ech)
and as the backwardness of the region increased so decreased -
the knowledge scores HMajority of the respondents who had
sither medium or high level of knovwledge were having”high
level of exposure to means of communication, educated, frou
upper Income brackets, older sge groups, upper castes and
fomilies having educated personse Level of oxposure to colinte
nilcntlon reans alfected most the leovel of knowledge of viomen
about improved househeld technology followed by education,
highaest education in the family, écononic status.of family,
cpe tnd caste of the respondents.

A detalled analysls revealed that sewing machine,
stove and clectric iron are the three items about which
majority of rcspondents had high knowledge as meah score
vas bétWecn 3«4, Noxt group of devices about which respon-
denté had medium level of knowledge with mean knowledgé_'

score ranging between 2-2'19 vere elactric-heatCr, govar

:’“ ﬁzﬁ-ﬂ 4

jﬁmlggant preasure-cookor, refrigeramor, electric grinder

e



TR

and cooking gas. 4About all other items‘iﬁcluded under lmprove
household tochnology, respondents nad low or very low ievel
of knowledge. |

© an ottempt to find cut the items perceived as most
1mport it by the respondents revealed that wator supply got
the first rank i.,c. 1t was perceived as most essential by the
rural women and majority of the respondents felt that provi-
- sion of water supply in the home will reduce their burden to
a greater extent. Next in rank were stove, electric heater,
cooking gas, gobar gas plant and pressure cooker, Respon-
dents, wore mainly curious about the technologies related to
food preparétibns especlally for cooking. The need for
relicving the women from drudgery of cooking on chulha was
mentioned repeatedly by majority of respbndents.

Elcctric grinder got the 7th rank followed by washing
machine, clectric kettle ond electric iron coming on the 8th,
9th 10th position, Refrigerator was ranked 11th f0116WQd by
geyser, juice extractor and lmitting machine coming on 12th,
13th and 1Wih rank order. |

Regarding the rcasons f&r non-adoption of imprcved
household technology, most mentioned reason was the sCaAno~
mic difficulties followed by complexity in use as a hinder-
ance for the adoption of improved home technology. Lack
of awareness came on third positlon as a reason for none
adoption fqllowed by those who said that other family
members who were the main decision makers in tha family

wRre not conscious and did not}reﬁlize the:nqed for ay o

Ry
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such technology and least number of respondents mentioned:
uncertodnity abcut the results as a reason for non-adoption
of iuproved technology.

Role of wotmien in decision-making rclated to farm acti-“
vitics revealed thatb clthough considerable evidence of joint
decision-mokihg was apparent, but husband tended to assume
the najor role., Various factors found to be associated with
tic rolz of women In farwm decisilons were level of agricultu-
r&l technology, income, farm size, participation of women in
farm operations and fapily type arranged in the descending
order of significance of rceclationship. Women had a relative-
ly greater say in decision making related to farm aspeots in
fmnilies,charactofizcd by 1oﬁ level of agricultural technoloe
gy, low inoome,.suall farn size participation of women in
farm work and nuclearity. | |

Regaading the noxt oroa of deolqlon-making i @« home
monageuent, Lt was found that fomales were highly concoﬁ-n
trated in deciclons relatod to daily Tood articles, clothing
ad kiﬁohen art cloo, while in other two areas of food on
festive occasicns end other housohold articles, male daaiQ
nation was apparent, although in some cases, fenales also .
donminated.. Bubt on the whole this was fenale Qominateq”_. .
don ain. o | B
‘ Third area of deciqlon-making 1.2. deciaiona related
to social obligations also showed a relaﬁively high rola |

_ of womnn.t In this carea, dovry was more or less a female

domaim followed by, decisiona related %o age, ag_maxyiaga f
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son or doughter and decisions related to matoe selection and
cther cxpenditurce on marriage. 4Age and education of wanaen

affectod positively hor say in above areas, and highest eduw

cation in the fomily offected negatively the relative say of

wonen in those areas.

Rogarding the decisions related to education of childe
ren it was found that education of boys was predominantlyla_
mole domain while in areas of education of girls females als
had important role. XBducation and level of exposure of the
respondent were found to be assoclated significantly and
positively with role of women in decisions falated to educ o~
tion of children, |

dn arrongenent of 2ll the decision-making arcas on a
continuum of male domination to female dominaticon revealed
that decisions reloted to farm came on the top at the nale
dowination end of the céntinuum and goving towards ﬁhe fenal
donination end of the continuum are the decisions roelated tc
education of boys, expendlturce on marriasge, selection of mat
food on festive occosions, houschold ocrticles,. education of.
girls, nge of marriage, clothing, dowry, kitchen articles
and dally food articles. o

decess of the respondents to mass-media channels of .
comrmuication was low, as respondents had accégs enly ﬁo
Radios Other neans like ncwspaper and nagazines were not

in use. W& little more than half of r65pondénts {53.1%)

had cccess to this important sourco of mass media, reflge

cting a broskthrough in the mental isolation of the




rtgionel analyeis revealed that in edvaneeég,‘ jore.
nugber of. respondents had access to this eouroefen ,‘he num-

ber went on decrensing Wlth the inoreasxng baekwnrdness ‘of D
the region. | ) | " tem-, |
Contacts of the regpondents with various development

agents were found to be poor. More progreesive was the re-
gion, higher was the nunber of respondents oontaoting vnrioue*
development agente. Study indicated that Radio wae the most
utilized sourcee ae compared to varloue development agents,
bocause it did- not require going out.. froélwhich is considerod
to be a violation of the seolusion, more so in the women from'
upper-castee. Present study revealed that aoceee of wemee to-"
Radio (only mass ‘madia utilized by WOmen) was hlndered by

traditiondl forces and due to nonurecognition on: the pert of

othor fovily mewbers about the needs of women to'hareﬁknowa

ledge of the world outside. In many caaes, even 1f th,snadio

was TvallabWe in the home it was. not coneidered’goid750r

wonen to switoh on the Radio.

Froquency“of urban contaot of theurespon&ents whiehg, #
was used to meaeure the extent of geographic 1solation oﬂ “j.
respondents. Was found to be satisfectory. Beepoﬁd@nts

fron progreseive regions which were 2130 nearer th"
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and mentﬂJ 1Hol~tion rovealed a low access of women\to COmm- g
unication tﬁchnology, thus reflgctinp the 1ow status of domen.
Respondants‘fron progressive roglons whicH were~alSO-near the
eity had high access to conmunicﬂtion technology as compared
to backvard régions, *““*ﬁ ‘
Various factors wers found to be . affecting the acaess of
wonien o communication technology. Level of educaﬁion Qf the
resnondents vas found to be most sigmificantly related with
level of exposure of the r95pondent followed by econamic
status of family, socio-economic-status, age and caste of tha
respondent. Educatlon, incone, socio-economic statua and cas-
te were found to be p051tively related while age af uhe ras-.
pondent was inversely related with the 1eve1 of exposureuaf
_the rospondents to conmunlcatlon technology. Present study
found that wounen who were 1lllterwte, froom low 1ncome groups;
lov soclo-ccononic-status, lover oustes and fron older age .
group were hoving less access to communication technology.
Level of exposure te communicotion tnchnology and - |
knowledge of woaen about souic bﬁportuht legislatlons related
to wonen was found to be related glgnificantly. Regarding‘
the knowledge of the respondents about the law related to_;_
ninimu age at narriage, it was found that maJority of the'?”
pondents were not evon aWware that such a law exiatedt |

10.5 per: cent were aware of law and only 7,2 per cent

re3pondents were aware a.bout the contents also, ‘bhus T

flecting a very lou level of awaraness about such an b@n
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rosponaonts were unaware dbout the legislation of Widow re-
pnarriage, reflecting a very poor re5ponse. ﬂwareness about
the dowry prohlbitlon act was present among majority (668) -
"of—rtbpondonts, although only 0.7 per cent knew the contonts
of the law also. MﬁJorlty of responderits {62?) were avaze.
about the legislatlon of divorce but only 9 ? per cent kntw-
about the legal grounds fbr divorces highest umareness wog
present rcgarding ‘the law of inheritance, which introduced
aqual rights of succession botwecn nale and famale heirs.

Thus naxlnun awaronoss was present'regard;ng-the;lay 9{ ne
heritance followed by Dowry Prohibition det,. law rélated' o
Divorce,_Minimuo dge at Marriage, least number of’respondentsg
Were.ﬁwargfﬁidow Remarriage &t. Level of exposure to commup
nication reans was found to be most hlghly related,With '
level of knowledge of the respondents zbout all;tho:legis;géu
tions mentioﬁod ﬂoove.' Majority-of reSpondents oawing"higﬁ
level of oxyosure, also had high level of knowledge daout
diiforent 1og1ultt¢ors, thus reflectlng the role of communi-o '
cation in 1nforo ing the respondents about such. 1mportant
1eglstations concornlng WOLICI o Maxlnum impaot of the moans‘
of coomunication was evident io advancod regions which were
also near to the clty, as nqxioum nugber of respondents from
thﬁse regions werd aware about all the legislations ond this

number went on docreasing in backward rogions whiqh WGre

ﬁ
a,way fron the c;Ltyc; Va.rious factors 1ike education,, c:aste N
1ncome, dge, and soclo-economic-status_have afﬁecﬂf”ﬁ e




fbrend both in regard to actual and saitable age ab ma&q&age. 4
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tlonu._-On the wuole knowledge o? women abqut vamlnué
lations was very low esmacially among those having 'lqw_
of evPosure o communicatlon means..m”mu

& attempt to find. out the age at marriaga of t”

pondents revealed it to be very low. Mean a..ga aﬁ marr 89
!1n'é&vanéad.f

came out - to 1h4,% years, ranging ' from 16.8 year&

region A to 12;1 1n,backward regien De pt Y
Age considered suitable for martiagﬂ nf"girla wasfbulaw

18 years in 5#.3 per cent cases - and aneiaat. ”"'__ |

the girls vith the onsat of puberty'tc ?&séﬁ%ﬁ Py ﬁﬂﬁity',
was orervalent anong these respondants, \mo @m #ﬁﬁﬂﬁ |

father who coulu not get his daughter mamried bafara puhera
ty Willacommit_a_graV9ksin. They link enaet of puberty with
prqpardnoss'fbw maternity. Avout 45 7 per cent respondents '
OPPOSud early marriages, anowing a slight pre-pendrance qf o
nodernity over tradltionulism. Proportion of. violation Jlth

‘the 1egal age was. 1ower An de51red age at marriage as:-

compa:ed to actual marriage age, thus 1ndicating a good .
:trend Edunatlon and caste of the respondent apﬁﬂr to
have exercised\a powerful influence. 4s one mpved from

scheduled castes to upper. castes and from 1lliterates to
| educated respondents, the, mean age. showed an 1ncreasing

i
;.

lﬁtitude of the respondenbs towards
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Greater access to meens of communieation fztvourably affected
the at+itude of respondents towards widow rema:r:riageq Le"rirau
tic marriage were accepted by maJority of respcndonts except
in some cases oi‘ Bralrm:.n end Banias,

.Although 1{1’10wlcdgo about the law of \ani:t.ciour Remarriage
was low among lower castes, but widow rcmarriage as.a pa::-'h
of custom was much prevalent among them as comparad _’_GO,
upper castes. o o

Attitude of the respondents towards doWry prohibition
act was favourable in 55.2 per ‘cent cases and only 39. 2. per
cent hod unfavourable attitude as majority of them ‘thought’
that 1t was the only security which a girl had in the ifle
lav's home, it was prestige symbol orimutually bemeficisl
for both the partners. Advonced regions had greater majority
who were in favonr of this act. High level ofi'exposu,:"e to |
sources of conpunication was highly ass ocia.t.ed with favoura- _
0le attitude tow"rd.., the act.

_ Majority ol res pondontcs ha.d wfavourable att:l.tude

tovfarc_a divorce and stlll the concept of 'I.]Il:}.on._fon J‘*fe}
wos very much dominating the thinking of mdjdrity of r.e:'s-'-
pbnd:.nts. Level of cxposure to communlcation means waa
related sig;nlflcantly with the attitude towa.rds divorc&-‘
Majority of upper caste respondents had shown a I_fav,‘onra.bla -
attitude. | B | “: - t s

Although ma.]ority of rGSpondants were aware about
‘the law of suceea.;lon, which introduced equal rights of A
-_succesmon bttweon male and female heirs, but ‘+3 1+ pe‘.rcmt

'w%fl
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turs. Oth~r o most cndorsed reasons werenuthe.gi

the famlly.  Rpspondents were greatly consciou${0£=ﬁh. af {=3

tiong of tho respondents were high as cqnpared to actuﬂl

situation, Educational aSplrmtlons and 1evel of exposuref“'

oS found to bs significantly and positively rc:!.o.ted;‘_i PR

. Polltical‘gtatus of the resPondents was found to be _
very 1ow. Onlf 25 h per cant of rGSpondents decided tham-:i
“OlVGs about the person to vote, a1l othurs were casting |

vote according to wishes of male menbers of family.. Levol.

of. politlcal awareness was found to bo low in the maaority‘

‘of cases, espueially among Lhose from backward regions and.
having 1ow level of exposure. to communication means,

Access of wonen to health services for ganer:f3heﬂ&tr

problems refleeted a:low 1evel of usage of hedlth facllihie

by women, thus reflecting their ldw statu%_’.
~ Malority of res;:ondents having low lavelﬁ,

.tlon wera’ from 1qwer easta fgmups

backward, regions,




illiterato'aﬂd haviungow ievel of erydsﬁfé”édﬁééﬁﬁs*éf*7*'
communioaﬁion.‘ level cf exposure to communication means wag
found to be most significantly rolated w1th the usmge of
hoalth serviccs followed by educational Jevel und caste of i
the respondeny. . . .

- decess. of WQmen to modern healtn servicea for pre-natal:
care and child birth wes found to.be very low as only 25 7
per cent of respondents made use of modern ‘health servicos
either for pre-=natal care or at the time of dolivery. Qut
of those only 17.7 por cont of respondents were haning high
access to health faoilltles, as they werec regularly using |
these servicos in pre-natal poriod, and also at the tima of"
dolivery. Mid-wilfe emerged as the main rigure who W&S usod

at the tipe oﬂ“delivery in majority of cases (7#.3%

those cascs, nono was consulted in pre-natal Deriod unless

and untll oOUG probloms arose and in that-case also thoy.
consulted village mid-wife, in whom they had tremendous o
fqlth gnd conviction, ﬂilloctinb the buckward and trwdltion-
a1 health caro_sySLem fcr the rural women, at tho,time of
child birth, which is crucicl time for child and mother énu ‘_
is “esponsible i‘or igh :Lnf-mt and materna,l mortality. o
Hagority of tho rGSpondents who were utilizing modern hoalth

services for pre-natal care ?nd chlld birth Were educated,

from younger age groups, upper income brackets ond upper
caste groups, and were hqving high level of oxposure tp B
meails of communicationy thus 1ndicating that vemen who |

are at the lowar end of socio-econcxnic strata are the most
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backward in this contoxt and vioe-"\'rarsa. 'J.‘he thizﬁ.fiﬁisa;tor-:

'dosire for the son was given as a reason for nonnadopti

f.>

of access of VO on ‘bo heu..'Lth t. \chnology ia&. ; aecess t& f'm]d.ly
plcﬂnlng services ruveo.led t‘mt 39 7 pi..r cent responden-hg had-"- .

adopted fauily plunning. Fanily planning co«-efficien ¢ﬁme
out to be 45, 1. »Which is very high. F'lmlly planning cmaﬂfi—‘ |

clent wus higher in advanced region A nd. went on docreaaing
with thL. increosing backwardness of rc,gion. V"Lrious factors
found to be relatcd wn.th the adoption of f‘anil\y planning "
were age, which was found to be most signif‘icantly relo.ted
hoving. maxlmun value of C (37) followed by education (C-.E?),
level of exposure (C-.211-), socio-econonic-status (C-.Q{v) ‘and
inc:ome level (G- 21) . ‘Custe as a fcctor da.d not';explain the
adoption of f‘anily planning by the res'.pondont.s. Thus access
of women to tho right of voluntary notherhood was found to |

.

be relatively 1ow :.n ‘backward reg:.ons, among those who ware

illiterates, w:.t.h lgss -exposure to iniomatlon sources, from

older ﬁgo groups, h'wz.ng Iow :anome level and lorw socio..
econorlic stat.us. . _ e
. Although O‘Tl]]' 39 ‘7 per Ct..I'lt were the adopters, y@t
m:_;j ority expressed cvpprovdl of family pl anning. Rowsons
glven for the noﬁ-—,édoptio,n of family planninswere- Oppom:

siuioh from husband (2+.6%) and other elders of family:

| (22.7%) and the notlen that hoalth will be aﬂvorsaly offuj

aeted (20.7%). Fear of child.mortality was alse givan a8

]

a Teason for non-adeption of fomily planning (18.%)
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éon. tain sources of inforn bion abou+ fqmily planning‘ws _
menulonod by nenhrity cf resoundentg vere friends, neighbour-
ers and rcl cbives (60 5%} followed by fwnily plannlng cllnlcs'_
(15 5%), Radlo (15 5%), and varlous davclopnent agants (8 ﬁ%).“
Actual fenily size as mensured by the.nunber of chlldrun vorn
o the rcspondbqt rovealed a very high fertil;ty 1evel.
ﬂverage'number of éhildren born per resbondént wﬁs 5'6 Ebr» ;
tillty Wos found to be highest in reglon D (6.5) whlch wws ab.

a greot distwnce fron eity and was.mtsr backward end level of
fertility went on decreasing as tha distance of'reglon frua
city and backwordness decregsed withﬁf 6, 55" and h 8 in f
reglons C, B and 4. . ‘

Age of the respondent was found to be pQSitiV§lyr:e;a~J
ted with the level of fertility of the respondent, Education,
incone, soc1o-cconom1c-st vbus and caste vere negatively
relatud. Mo ordity of respondents having hlgh 1evel of ferti-'
lity were fron older age . groups, lower income brackats, 10W8r

caste groups, TOW soc:.o-cconunic-str'ltq and Were 1lliterute f\'
znd having low age ot narrlaged | _ ,'_ ,_mfff' :
Child nortﬁlity was found to be}vcry high a£ iﬁ:nﬁj0-1,

‘ﬁ‘!

rity of cnses (61.3p), numoer of children died was from :

1-3 and only in 25, 9 per cent cases, no child had diad. ‘
Average number of children diod‘was 245 Number of child- L
ren born end nuiber of chlldren died was signi ficantly and

positively related ay one per cent level of signitieanca,_
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not occuged in terms of gaing of modern teehnology'-thus

B s L S

fanily size zad compositlon o8 perceived by respondents was‘

Tound to bo medium in maJorlty of cmses, thus reflecting an.

apprediation for the necd for fdaily planning. Majority of?

-the respondents having high fertility value~index Were frqn'x-

adv meed rtgiens, of younger age, hdvihg high level of expo-._
sure, hipgh socio~-economice-status and were educated. Eﬁucation,
level of exposure and soclo-economic status: ‘Were- feund to be
positively associated and age was found to’ be negatively aSSG-
ciated with fertility value index of respondent. o

| Regarding the desired fanily slze, it was. found thaﬁ
najority (6.2%) favoured upto three children and 3?.3 per
cent favoured U children. Average 1ideal size_of‘tne_femily ::_
cane out 6 3ok, | | S | 4

Fanily composition as percelved desirable*by*tnefregﬁonf

dents rcvenled o wmarked preference for sons. Only'1“4 ner"

et of respencoats indicated the oeelred size of the family,

Arregpective o0 she desired sex—comp051tlon.; Eﬂl others had

e desired sex~cinpsotion, which 1f not achievod led to larger
fo rilies, evon 1f the respondent fnvourod anall family. "

,—LI:]'DliC Clthl'lS

Findlngs of the study clearly 1ndicate that positidn |
of women is being affbcted by the technologies related to _bgr
agrlculturo, home, comnunlcation and health. The degree and

direction of iupact is different orn women from differentr

sodio«economic atrdta. The trickle down prooese hns s
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where wamen'from lower soclomeconailc strata have been
doubly disadvantaged firstly for being a meubef‘bf und er-
privileged scctions of society and secondly for-being a
nenmber  of underprivileged sex. Thus their access to fruits
of developuent has Deen conditioned by factors of class and
sexs To roctify the situation and to stop the unhealthy
treﬁd a number of gtrong steps need to be undertakén;

First und forenost stop for successful rural dcvolop-

nent planninqgggd pPrograme inplementation is the recognition

B-.h- [

of the vital role of women in the 3001o-economic,1;fe of
rural socicty. Rural developuent bascd on growth with equity |
will require full integration of women., The first exeréise
in this direction should be to destroy the 'invisibility bae
rrier! and lcok closcly ot what women do and how thoss roles
are affected by the devclopment process. As the study
revealed that 77.6 per cent of fenales were WOrking.outsidb;

“but the cusus data revesled a g:all percentage (11,7% in

1971) of women a3 ccononlcelly active., This is because 1t
rreludas all thoSo wonen whose primary activity is Homé
vork, no natter for how long they are working in the‘fieldp
4s what is tho primory activity of fewales 1s gomerally
intervieved bf census workers fron nale menbers of thé
fanily, who out of general blas or uncensciously tell.;‘T
that 'she does houséwOrk' - The cnumerator, on the'oﬁhéf‘

hand without further probing may try to reduce his work

_by classiﬂying most wonan as housewives’7'Thia under-
,.fest,m:atas tho econonde contributions ,' ‘ :




clude mny person who 1s eneaged in sone aes#_

;for a given spun of time per’ﬁay and queetiuna fbm'asking

:thls aspect should be so franed as to elicit the nctual-

s:l.tuatlon '.

MaJ orlty of the Wonen were eng,aged in p.gzieultume, thus

in the unorganlzed scctor of the econamy wnlcn 13 beyond *he

‘purv1ew of wost of leWS. Wage discrimination was prevalent

and maJority of wouen were not cven consc1ous of ‘this dis-
rm:.nation. Here, the plight of women ¢an bc. attributed

to the lack of organizatlon, ignorance, illiteraéy and pover-

ty which lecads to.lack of bargﬁining power. There ié‘practip

celly no labour orgﬂnization to champlon the cauee of éﬁe

unorgmized undervrivileged and. exploited women le.bour class,

Sﬁeps neod to be undertaken to organize the femelellebourm
This epart, furthcr nechenlzatlon of egricu;ture is

1ikcly to dlopl”?o &, larber nunber of wonen in the near |

future, which will prove added leisure ‘tine for soma who

are fron the upper su01o-econonlc—streta but a loss ef

GDp;OYULnt for those from low socio—econcmisaclaases, for\

whon employment 15 a nece551ty.‘ The problan of arre;ting 

the decline 1n womcm's employment, :Lgnored ee 'far. ;W ‘a»‘

myth that colours official policies.

o,f .women are not ma.rginal er ;mxppl» ’
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Their increasing. disple cement nay have: serious consequences, l'
as oW spoesotinities in the Organi;ed scctor cannot automuti-
cally hzlp thic class because of thelr illiteraby‘and'lack

of skills to adapt thenselves to the chahging produéﬁian
systons, | .

Therc is urgent necd of evolviné?and using iabéur ing
tensive technologles. In the process of crop pfbduc£ién3
labour usc can be iIncreased by adopting multiplé‘c;éppingi'
relay croppin%:and vegetable cultivation, Mixed féfming
specially on tﬁébsmall farms increases-gpployment‘oppoitu- 1
nities as well as the farm 1ncone to o 1arge.extqn£;‘_Mechaal
nization of certain operations is essential for mesting the
timely requircments of crops but complete mechanizétibn at
this juncture of tine is not desirable and'is likély to dis-
place labour ond wonen are the first to be jettlscned, |

Cne of the noust inpertant neans of achieving iﬁlprovd-: '
ment in the status Cf.WUUGn could be to¢ secure fcr'ﬁhém a
fair shorc of cmployuent opportunitics, Certaiggsglf—
eaployaant projects which canl cater to the needs of unskilled,
seni~skilled and skilled clientele are paper uashie, bﬂskqt,
weaving, dari/niwar naking, grinding nosalas, embriodery, '
stitching, knittlng, preservation of fruits and vegetables,‘

bakery, mcking utility articles out of local reo SOUrces,

ncking washing;detergents such as soap, surf,lviq atc,;\-

Row naterlials and equipments, finoncial and'techniCal

assistanco nust be nade available to women. - Aboye all, a

well knit marketing systcn is essenti;1, which ahegldu 
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nchve govcrnncnt gcncles at the top level, ?illage=cccp-;¢c
“f_uA s the plddle and self-selling at the bottcn level.
o P;QHUTlul and develcglcnt of rural 1ndustrics Wuuld CQns-
“**”uc a fajor step in rodsing the econqaicwstatus cf wouen .
hcs: are nust sultcd to wonen beCﬂusc cf lightncss of
ations, feasibility of being piled at 1eisura hourﬁ,
CUnvenient to women folk after or uhile attanding to domestic
chores in thelr howes. ; _ | R -
Worien have expressed preference for trainigg“in activi_
tics which_ccn“faise.their earning'abiiity ratnerﬁthch :
in nerc literacy pfcgrnmmes and training by‘WOﬁencﬁith A
anequate rrofessional bﬂckground is one of the nost strik-
ing needs. Mahilanmandals and other voluntary?agencics
should be encouranged to take-up socio-econonié‘prcgrammes far
providing wage and selffcmplcyment to wcman. The progress
7 hahilo Maandals has becn fur from satisfactorv.‘ The cnphan
fon 11s 2ol mostly on Scc1al and culturﬁl programncs and
v .oy lichie economic context has so far bccp givenq Thcsc
saninations have nct yct bean reccgnizcd as'cn‘intcgr:l
wﬂ~+ uP the tatal rurﬁl dGVclopment eftort.% Adcquate
rutent1nn should be paid to - offer tachniqal.&nd manageriwl
=:Lquistance to these agcncies so that they would prepare
v1able economic projccts for attracting instltuticnal

financcwand_markeththeirlproducts, Thay should be linked

with cooperatiﬁ%égand‘fc@eratichsﬁfbrqmagget3Ji of:products.‘;
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at tho central and state lovol, for technicql guidance;"' :
financial :

atrniag lwv17iﬁ1¢s,assistanco and selkﬂng outlets. Indus- :

tidces besed on agriculturﬂl products 1ike sugar mill, flour-

2312, oil-nlll,‘&ﬁl—nill, rlce-shelldr, cotton-ginning, guar

BUil whc. be est'tbliphed in rural apésd; g0 a8 to pmvide

erployuent to wemen whose access to these is hlndered-by

their lack of geugraphical rnobility. .

Londless labourer wenen bhould be the chief benofici-
ceries of incoma ‘géneration and should be the prime terget
group of organ:zgrs with socinl welgggg;concorns.n Their por-
ticipation in such programues is o;£;n linited or preventod
by the soeclal strueture in thq village, their generally low
nental dexterity end the very organizatiqn:ofjthe Qrogrammes
thenselves with regord to location; duration, payﬁant and
tining of work, _‘ . _

Besides child crre, nutrltion and fo 1iiy_heai£h;}ura}
wonien could be trailned in dalry and poultry,‘fanmigg,ﬁnc
villdgé‘industriﬂs; ﬂ.blg gap in our exten51on pregrhlneu
hns bben the exclu51on of woLien frun programies relatud to
agriculture and oninal husbandry Inspite of the big contri-
bution made by wdmén in these 5pher?s.. Recognizing'the
vitel role of woren in cgriculture and énimal husbandry,
they should be mgde gn_integral part of thesegtréining 
programmes, so that they cen adapt ﬁo these nodernizing .
occupationé. This will be a vital apd uost'nggleﬁteﬁ_,_';' e

factor in ra:l.sing women s earning capacity.

Improved household technology. has reached only a £ ‘3



Llow 90010-oconozic groups aro gtill 1n a day long toil Jorkﬂ'

ing with age ol” ols. The dcsired change 1n thelr lifo can

be brought ﬂbuut by the use and qpplication of simpio scien- f;
tilic tochnologios. -
Best neans < f helping rural ﬁomen will be tc proﬁide
then with basjic technologlea of accessible water points,
ctricity, biogas and sinple tochnological inprovements
in processing od prop ation of food in the home. Most
basgic technologies which can relieve women from hard work _
ns perceived by respondents werc of clean wator, asg majority
of women had to feteh water from long distances by 3pending
a lot of tine, und energy.‘

-.1 -

faliing hond-punps could be a stop in the right direction.
This aspect hos boon 1uch lgnorod. How often the a8pcct of
irriootion bonel*t is percelvod in the irrigqtlon plan so l__
blioh wooen are nlaolglvon sone support? ThlS uspect haS beon
mueon dgaorad, .Tn dosigning the irrightlon plan,_somo

e

crutiny uoy baqﬁaoo tc soc itts 1np*5£7bn woien in torws

. -u.y.. Lot

o p—

of access to wafer. j:'f‘ ‘

Next 1n ;?3}erence were technologies that would Nﬁko
fUJd ororwru€1on easy, which in maaority uf casos was
carrj'd on the tradltional ChUlha, bullt in an open ared
Qv. vas a continuous health hazard, The cooking activitf
‘on he nade less hqzardous and sinplifiod by popularizing
sinplo. tech.nologies 1ike snokeless .emalha, solar cook_or,

blogas ates Systenailc compaiw rar" pom‘ms  tho 0

L e s



giggance of kaccha huuses.'
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gdbar gas plants nust be crganized by the z&lan?arishad,
Stute depurtnent of Jbriculture, agricultufﬂl uni.v\,rsitiv
and other agenicicss If pussible the: initiql constructlon'
cost Should be lib(.ru.lly subsidizecl. ’l‘he energy crisis facu-
'5 The model

1ing the country fully Justifieé such a neasur_

villoge gas plant is ucunOJic only for a'fnnily ef'moder“te
.Size, having five to six members und possaséing f&ve'or six

ns WDuen were u%mnly‘resp

The

ﬁﬁd&iﬁéd=houaas%$
ote, ViRl Wl M

e f; Ort .

tine qeeded iur tasics seals lmkely to yidl& breater banéfits !

'fur more- rurﬁl woncn, WhOSe work- 1oad neans el workiné dty

‘1

Tteconenic strata, on tha one hand WGman:cewsedsbe work out’
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fur them wag acconpanied by lack of iuproved technology in
the howe, thus wucking thoir‘plight riorc miserable. Thus the
noed is to devisce low cost appropriate technologles for thoae
vienen, who connot cyveld working outside and at the same tine
do not hove incone high cenough to purchasae the househald

equiprients.

Cpening up of domestic unit of production is the only way
by which labour-saving technologies caon be nade econoniically
Teasible to nost women, Women's hgme related production
and naintenonce activities are all carrled out seporately .
They spend long hours and much efforts on repetitiva- oporaa;
tions. Each wonan does the sane job inside her own hicuec
ond for her own fendly. Such technologies nay be related ¢ £o
o}gohized water-supply, nore econwalc utilization f energy,
drying of food'crops, saving cooking time { l.ce by connmon
supply of solar heated water), cleaning ‘and sieving operaticns
5T oy other ectivity common tc the households. By sharing
dutieo ond respensibilities, wongn's resoupces may grﬁduaoly
becomo better utilized for their own bencfits as well as
for that of soclety os o whole.

Tuplencntation of such technologies will necessarily
meet with sociol and cther constraints. The nﬁaority of
women have to mect with motorial shortages that lead to a
lack of awareness thot any change 1s possible, so resis- |
‘fance olso from wonen is to be expeotéd. But wonen's |
oomuop intérost in organizing their activity so as to S?#'_
isfy tholr own needs botter as well as those of thgir.ﬁ £

R
1
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Fanily uust gradually be develeped, Reducing tine spent on
Lousshodd dutices will pive wouen the opportuaity o tnlkc up
trodadng or cducoticn, the learning of nev skills or incune
goneroting activitiez, By ndopting the bosic teclmiioples,
ruccl wvonon willo oot only jncrease thelr productive copocity
but could b holped b nelp thewsolves to produce goods mnd

al

sorvices fovr uindnun ncods.

=t

there 1s neod to éhango the unjust md Cbsolete cbti-
tude £ nen towords wonen in natter of household voriz,. Poué
ple sh.uld be cducatod Lo understond the drudgery of woaen
and the need for relicving wouen from it, as in soie cnses
increase in income was found not associated with high level
of irproved hone-tachnology woy be due to the belict UE

peonle thot wonen is suited to work with primitive touvls and

nead nwy be glvon -ny attention ond that investuent in hone
'will not glve way roturns, whiie in agriculture, it will be
profituble,

coVlono o XL about doprovad hene technllogy waos
TOA o L VOLY DLLTL. Wk nojor effect weuld bove to be
naae to cdiente rurcd wonen aboutthe exdsting rescurces,
woays and uceils Lo suphlonent thoesce S0 thelr optinal ~dvone
tapee Thoy Nuve to be uade conscious about their drud-
ory and the neod tou oleviate ie,

If Houe Science Colleges want to nnke donestic life
managenent education gvailable to young rural women they

will have to orient the courses of study to requircments

and activities of villoge life, Methods of redsing tho

. s et LI




productivity »f the household work nust be explored. [oWe
ledge coout thoe iupreved acne technolugy wust be Glsscuinasted
through extensicn personnel,

Finudly actioneoriented yasearch with coplinsis on
the cxisting potenticis of local tochnoloyles will hove to
liciude not only technelogists but also soeiol scicitists.
Different ingtitutes cugoged in develonnent of sinple taoch-
nclogies like agriculturel universitics, ICAR and its!
roesearch stetions, IIT's, central lecther institutes, contral
food ond technol:gicel rescarch institute, sccinal work
resunrch centre ete. hove te pocl their offorts with plunners,
~Goinistrotors, scveinl workers, scientists and governontol &
voiuntery agencics fur achieving succeés in the venture of
mﬁeliortming the lot of rur#l worien who huave sufferad o 1ot
tarcugheout cpes. It will else reculre scclcl consclousness
tive crpericnee on bohalf of rescorchers cnd plannors.  Morcm
cver since ool are nere ligely to foeus on wanisll, ond
are weLuor qualdified oo dldentify pr o bloens of Shedr gsisters,
tie dneruoscd reeruitnent of feunlce professicnals into
resecrel one plonning is oF vuiest duportance,

dneess to communicaticn technelogy was found to be
pour in majority f cases, while only a few had high
-access to it, thus lexding to widening of 'knowledg,e gap!
botwoun different sectidns of wauen, Knowledge of wcrien
about verlous legisletive provisions nade for their
betternent was found to bo unsatisfactory. No amount of

legislation can improve the lot of rural wouen until anc
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unless wonen theuselves arc avare cbout the"" laws and have
favourable cltitude about thesc. First thing to be atterptod
will be to nake wogen awore of their richis ond te chonge

tae attitude of botih oen o Wauunl.nd of sceloty in gancr-d,
to socicl objectives sought Lo be achiceved by legislntion,

4s rovesled by tho present stwly, nass nedia would be the
nest Inportont source for this tasik in the absence of nss
‘educction which ot present is costly «id not reodily abb-
alnobles. Rodic has been found to be the nust used sopurce

of Infurnation for rurcl wouen. ZHAadio listening clubs should
be crgnnized tonrough Mahila Mand~ls and listending should

be followed by discussions. It should be ensured that veuen
'from-lower sociu-econaulc strata should alsc take adventage
sf the services of Mchils Mandals ond should be thelr

actdve nasbers. Vorilous wonen developrnent @gents who hove
begn_fdupd to be dnportant source of infornaticn for wcien
éhould nlso congider it their dﬁty te Infoum wemen sbout

th’ Vo rluus les;slut¢vu provisions wiiich govermment hos

1-.4__

ﬁg for the gERITtuent of wonen 1nd~ehould convince then

‘..-_...._ l—w‘h o

sbout itst Jbidetives cnd intentichEe

Usage of health facilities for generol heelth pro-
blems and for pre-notal and natal core was Jound to be low,
thus reflecting the poor health status of rural woaen.
This reflected the scedetyt!s attitude towards the heclth
needs of the rural wopen ond lack of awarcness on the
part.af vonen theDSlees. Majority of rural wanen stn.l}.il..g,.,,,@,“1

relled on- the.nrnditibnal sourcc Lf uld-wife in whor they
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hod bresendeus £rith ond conviction.

The programe of troining the village nid-wife oclreody
in force would needytp'be actively exponded as it will cong-
titute o ubop Goward nodernizing rother thra ciicacting
fror tho tracitionol heodbh erro systeons Bvan Volds and
Aokins witi, Inadequabte qualificaticns could be taupght firste-
add, nutritioncd principles ond clencntory luounizcobions
wvith adeguate stuck of nedicines te treat coonon ailnents,
They forn part and parcel of the counuaity and hiove been
traditiovnal institutions in whon the rursl counuwnity hes

trencondeous feith and conviction,

Although sajority of the respondents approved of famdly

planning, but the idecd sex-ratico was found to be greot hin-
derancg in the-aluption cf fondly eclanning. Util and unlegs
attitude of rcuspondents towards a preference fur the nole
cnild is changed, no aowt of effort con succeoed. Eigher
cuortelity cvieng children wes olso Towil nssoclnted with_hiuhcr
fertllity lcvel. Reduction of ncortodity as-ag childreon Dh-
rougil the provisicn of hoenlth Tocilities and by edue wuing

el

vopen chout acerlth necds of

pothor md chilld vould e o 2ot
step towords reducing the Tertility. Labourer vouen worc
Upét rcluctant towords storildization, cs they couldd nut Jo
without daily carnings which hove to be stupped for s.me
dcys. Compensation for the loss of wages during sterilizoe
tion operations should be pald to the dadly wage earners.
There should be incentives for those wouen who accept

d.or cortificate to

faslly planndng in the foru of o tok




enéure then higher priority in health eare foeilities for
peth wether wnd their children, BSuch a step will proiaie
groater acceptance of suall fanily and cerrect the socisl
attitude tovards these p%actices then glving of cash incen-
tives, The qualifications fur reeruitnont of persainel fom
these services in rural arcas need +to be grodually raised,
as the spuilod c.ses are the greatest hinderonce for others
to adopt Tapily planning. JAttoupts should alsc be nade to
obtain thc sepviﬁes +f ¢lder ond mature woien in rurol ~reos.
Moss coupaighs Ior fandly pianning should also aim to inprove
the prevalling s.cicl attitudes repgording fertility ond
netabolic hereditary discrders and the sox' of the ehild for
which the wunan is gencrally blaned., Correct informotion

in these notters weuld po 2 long voy to 1nprove the stoatus

Of WUlaCil, |

Neoanrewnt o effort will solve the problenm, unless
and wmtil vonen thenselves ore initlcted into o tidnking.
reflecting~-quesvioning=-acting process. This canhot be
achiieved until vranen can be hauled cut of their ccceptunce
of the mechronisu of traditiun te denond o better doal
froem foanily and society. Only and only education has this.
pPLWar.

Role ¢f ecducatiocn becones uore importent in view of
the widening pulf beuwecn vhe secxes, Earlier, ignormnce
and. superstiticn were characteristics of both sexes, when
neithgf went to school. But now when male scheool

IEQVer‘éan regord thenselves the representative of the

.
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nev cnlighteniont, their prestige in fanily is enoricusly
enhanced, while the rclative stntus .f waaen declintes, who
renadn in the old unlverse «f superstition cnd 1lgacronce.
o reasocas for veriatbicns in secicl atbitudes and
tace cougeguent slow proegress of weuen's cducotion ore both
goci«d ond ecchoitlc which are intensified by the inadeguate
Tacidities wmd onbivalent attltude regarding the purpuse of
pirls cducctivne Moxinuo rcspondents wanted the gilrls to be
educated upto prinary tc be able to read and writes But rurcl
wonion hnve net beén able t¢ realize the inportonce of ot
lecst o good standard of litgracy for = girl in crder to
equin hor bettur for her role as wife, uovther wid house keep-
vr,  This 1s thoe unaln socde = logical binderahco against the
ceceptonce oI cducation for wonons This 1s vhat nceds to be
chicr.zd by'cencertad propagde enphasizing the important

1.

r. oo o toob elusotion ern ploy L Loproving the uental focle-

- 2

1ities . o =il oin wrler o £i% her betber fur her tradi-
ticinnd role dio rural soclety.

Propsrogises ivr cducaticon should adn ot higher enrcl-
Lant s retentivi of girls in schoul, to lower down tﬁe
dr.p out rrve for girls which is perhaps highest in the
woride This would reguire Balwadi-cum;creches attachaed tc
the schocls to enable the girls'to ottend schools. Other
wise, they would hove to stoy at home to look after the
yowager brothers and sisters in the abscnce of mothers
ot vorks OGther incentivcs like uniforns, free books and

staticnery etc. laready in ferce would need tc be
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ively empmiule s Wonen tenchers should be npisinted
Lo ruecd crzas oo encourcge glrlt!s cducotion, There should
clso e o systar of part-tine educativn for girls who cans
Ave tieane seaonl oo Ml eine basls, ond 1t should provide
cducation to oirls at o tive ¢urwenient o then. There
should be pultinlc entry systen Lfor girls who cculd not
attend scho.l earlier or had tu lecve before becéming func-
ticnally literatos.

The elians of the formnl educationnl systen whiéh
ool cwt,r tu the necds of only o npincrity for a leng tiue,
will hove to be polaonced against the clalms of erodicotion
«f 11literacy. 4n odterncotive systom of odult educaticn
already in opercuion nceds to be accelerated to provide
basic etucation to adult women, partiéularly in the 19«25
age gréup. Educatiunal sysﬁom is the one urea whero mﬁ'ur
chauzge is necded in the content and orgonisz tl:n el educom
tien s. thrt 16 con cowlter=ocet troditdioncl oellef in Ghe
ineguedity of sexes,

A1 nems of cuniunication nnd‘infgrmation as well
as all cultur-l nedia siicald reccpnlze os o hi;h.priurity,
their rcuwun51oll¢ay for nelping to remove tae attitujraa;
wtnd culturrl facters which stlll inhlbit wonen's develop-
nent. Culture ond tradition, biclegy as well as econoillc
stress hove tended te generate dispority between nales
:n¢ femoles within the fanily and betveon different sec-
tions in the utilization of the benefits of develcprent.

It 1s the foult of the dovelopuent planning that it has
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not desipmed itsclf to iuprove the cecess of those vho ars

W

-
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luss casy to ronch se thot they nay not be deprived, It i
Lhe uccess nlaning thot secns to be necessary to interrote
waienl in the devoelopont.

If covelenmtent is Lo be dofinoad not verely as eccnc.ale
growth, but =s o pr.coess for scelc=eeononide change direéted
towords satisfuction of basic hwion needs, reduction of ine
enualities wnd strengbhuning of self reliance, thon techne-
legles to Taeilivote such developinent ond to cuphosize

neient

wolblen's neeas sust be o nicdn concern for any develo

stroategs.






