
GENEhAL DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS 

5.1 GENERAL DISCUSSION AND COIJLUSIONS 

Findings  o f  t h e  f i r s t  experiment c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e  

t h a t  t h e  b l i n d  group i s  more aggres s ive  than  the s igh ted  

group with r e f e r e n c e  to  p e r s o n a l i t y  t r a i t .  Soc ia l  p r e s s u r e  

seems t o  f a c i l i t a t e  aggress ion among t h e  b l ind  i n  an e f f o r t  

t o  equal iz ,e  t h e i r  s t a t u s  i n  t h e  s o c i e t y  a t  l a r g e .  The r o l e  . 
o f  p e r s o n a l i t y  t r a i t  v i z .  v i o l e n t ,  non-violent  with 

i n s t i g a t e d  and u n i n s t i g a t e d  aggress ion i s  ev iden t  a s  t h e  

c a t h a r s i s  e f f e c t s  f o r  both t h e  groups under  i n s t i g a t i o n  a r e  

enhanced. The v i o l e n t  b l ind  group has  more f r equen t ly  

de l ive red  high i n t e n s i t y  shocks b t h  i n  t h e  shock and t h e  

wa i t  condi t ion  a s  compared t o  t h e i r  s igh ted  coun te rpa r t s ,  

whi le  t h e  non-violent ,  a s  expected, has  n o t  shown any 

d i f f e r e n c e  e i t h e r  i n  shock o r  wai t  condi t ion .  Unins t iga ted  

v i o l e n t  and non-violent  groups do d i f f e r  a c r o s s  shock and 

wa i t  cand i t ions .  

. The f i n d i n g s  o f  t h e  second experiment do  no t  c l e a r l y  

b r i n g  o u t  t h e  r o l e  o f  p e r s o n a l i t y  v i z  l o c u s  o f  con t ro l  with 

aggress ion.  ,Use, t h e  b l i n d  and t h e  s i g h t e d  groups have 



shown no d i f f e r e n c e s  on aggression.  m y  d e f i n i t e  a s a e r t i o n s  

r ega ra ing  t h i s  r e l ~ t i o n s h i ~  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  to make, because 

a number o f  f a c t o r s  appear t o  mediate t h e  r e l a t i o n .  The 

main e f f e c t s  o f  groups and t r a i t s  a r e  not  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  

t h e  ana lys i s .  However, t h e  f i r s t  o r d e r  i n t e r a c t i o n  of 

groups with t r a i t s  is s i g n i f i c a n t .  This  thereby  i n d i c a t e s  

t h a t  t h e  b l i n d  group which h a s  i n t e r n a l  l o c u s  o f  c o n t r o l  

i s  more aggress ive  compared t o  i t s  s igh ted  counterpar t s .  

The second o r d e r  i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  groups x  t r a i t s  x i n s t i g a t t b n  

is s i g n i f i c a n t ,  thereby i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  b l i n d  group with 

i n t e r n a l  l o c u s  o f  c o n t r o l  under i n s t i g a t i o n  d e l i v e r e d  more 

number o f  shocks a s  compared t o  t h e i r  s i g h t e d  coun te rpa r t s .  

Howevcr, the  s i g h t e d  group with ex te rna l  l o c u s  o f  con t ro l  

is  almost equ iva len t  t o  t h e  b l i n d  i n s t i g a t e d  group with 

i n t e r n a l  l o c u s  of con t ro l .  

b t h  t h e  experiments c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e  t h e  b a s i c  

impact o f  s i t u a t i o n  i . e .  i n s t i g a t i o n  i n  conceal ing t h e  

in f luence  o f  p e r s o n a l i t y  . Thus, p e r s o n a l i t y  t r a i t  

r ece ives  a secondary s t a t u s  with re ference  t o  aggression.  

Experimental evidence does i n d i c a t e  t o  a  c e r t a i n  

e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e  b l i n d  a r e  more aggress ive  than  t h e  s igh ted .  

However, due t o  t h e  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  i n  r e s u l t s  ob ta ined  

i n  t h e  t m  experiments it cannot be s t a t e d  conclusively.  

To g e t  c l e a r e r  d i f f e r e n c e s  of  t h e  t m  groups f u r t h e r  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  a r e  needed, sugges t ions  f o r  which a r e  given 

i n  t h e  nex t  s ec t ion .  



5.2 SUGGESTIONS FOk FUTURE RESEAhCH 

The i n v e s t i g a t o r  proposes t o  extend t h e  p r e s e n t  

mrk on t h e  fo l lowing  l i n e s :  Inc lus ion  of r e c e n t l y  

b l inded  along with congen i t a l  b l i n d  group and s i g h t e d  group 

may c l a r i f y  t h e  impact of b l i n d n e s s  on p e r s o n a l i t y  and sex  

w i t h  t e f e r e n c e  t o  aggress ion.  The r e s u l t s  o f  p rev ious  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  p r e s e n t  one  do n o t  c l a r i f y  

t o  a  g r e a t  e x t a n t  t h e  r o l e  o f  p e r s o n a l i t y  i n  aggress ion.  

H e n c e  i f  l a t e  b l i n d  s u b j e c t s  and non- rehab i l i t a t ed  

congen i t a l ly  b l i n d  s u b j e c t s  a r e  included it would b e  

i n t e r e s t i n g  to  d i s c o v e r  t h e s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  with r e fe rence  t o  

a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m ,  and obedience t o  a u t h o r i t y .  E f f e c t s  o f  

b l i n d n e s s  and adjustment  problems among the l a t e  b l inded  would. 

be  mdre. s o  they  may express  themselves through aggress ion.  

The p r e s e n t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  has  r epor t ed  con t r ad ic to ry  

f i n d i n g s  f o r  groups i n  t h e  t m  experiments. A s  s t a t e d  

e a r l i e r ,  the c o n t r a d i c t i o n  may have occur red  due t o  

i n s t i t u t i o n a l  i s t d  b l i n d  s u b j e c t s  in these experiments.  , 
It may be  p o s s i b l t  t o  g e t  a  c l e a r e r  p i c t u r e  i f  non- 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s e d  b l i n d  s u b j e c t s  a r c  a l s o  inc luded  i n  t h e  

sample. It is  suggested t h a t  n a n - i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s e d  

s u b j e c t s  should a l s o  be  used i n  f u t u r e  research  f o r  

comparative p e r s o n a l i t y  s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  b l ind .  


