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Nations  b i g  o r  small a l l  ove- t h e  world a r e  i n  t h e  pace 

o f  makin? headway i n  t h e  f i e l d 8  o f  I n d u s t r y  and  technology f o r  

t h e  development o f  t h e i r  resourcem. Although n a t u r a l  r e sources  

I n  I n d i a  a r e  s u f f i c i e n t  tlo make it r i c h  but t h e  m a n  power i m  n o t  

u t i l i z e d  f o r  a programma of i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  country. 
k 

Henceforth t h e  count ry  is o f t e n  refer-nd a s  an under-developed 

one due t o  i ts mass poverty,  d i s e a s e ,  hunger and ignorance of 

t h e  people. The need t o  c r e a t e  an awareness f o r  development 

among t h e  people and t o  f i n d  o u t  new ways f o r  development of l o c a l  

r e s o u r c e s  i s  a major demand f o r  r e s o t t j n g  t h e  course  f o r  prog.ems. 

During t h e  Second World War Community Developmat 

Programme' emerged a s  a t echn ique  f o r  development f o r  undo- 

developed, a g r a r i a n  economy based count r ies .  I t  was opted aca an 

a l t e m a t i v s  t o  c l a s s  stmggle and people ' s  v i o l e n t  denand of t h e i r  
1 

o m  well-being. It was 4% method of a c c e l e r a t i n g  t h e  process  of 

s o c i a l ,  economic and  p o l i t i c a l  growth of t h e  under-devalopsd 
2 

reg ion  of a country. Thus t h e  programme assumed s i g n i f i c a n c e  

because o f  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  l;o t a k e  people  i n t o  confidence, make t h e  

govemm ent  more broad-baac~d and ensure  en l igh tened  p u b l i c  p a r t i c i -  
3 pa t ion  i n  t h e  a f f a i r s  of tihe na t ion .  During t h e  independence 

s tmgpl le ,  n a t i o n a l  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  movement pledged t o  t h e  people,  

who had f o r  cemtur ies  l i v e d  deep i n  pover ty ,  d i s e a s e  and i&norance 

Bhattacharyya S.N., Ccmmunity Development : An i th 
propramme i n  f n d i a ,  ~ ~ ~ d a n l c  P u b l i s h e a ,  Calcut  i;':$O; El. 
J a i n ,  S.C., Communit Develo t and Panchavat i  Raj i n  Ind ia ,  
A l l i d  P u b l i e , a y ,  lsc p.3. 

Bhattacharyya,  i b id .  



t h a t  a f t e r  independence t h e  new Government would m o b i l i s e  and 

d i r e c t  t h e  r e sou rces  i n  a manner, which could h e l p  i n  ramoving 

t h e  pover ty  o f  t h e  gene-a1 masses and p rov ide  t h m  scope f o r  a 

b e t t e r  l i fe.  I n  t h i s  sense ,  t h e  community development programme, 

o f f i c i a l l y  launched on Gandhi j i ' s  b i r t h  day, October 2, 1952, war 

an a t t m p t  to f u l f i l  t h e  pledge given t o  t h e  people of India by 
1 

t h e i r  n a t i o n a l  l e a d e r s .  Thus in I n d i a  community dovolopmat  

evolved a s  a t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  at t h e  t i l l a g e  l e v e l  t o  encourage 

people  f o r  worklng t o g e t h e r  f o r  t h e i r  b e t t e r m a t  o f  l i f e .  

The programme ae  such since 1952 h a s  been i n  focur  d u r i n g  

t h -  p a s t  f i v e  Five-Year Plane o f  t h e  country. But a d r a s t i c  and 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  change i n  t h e  l i v l n g  cond i t i on r  o f  t h e  mral mmser 

of  t h e  count ry  i s  a p o i n t  of d i s p u t e  and a major a l l e g a t i o n  aga ins t  

t h e  regime o f  t h i r t y  y e a r  Congress pa*y rule, among t h e  n a t i o n a l  

l e a d e r s  of  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  and i n  t h e  consensur o f  t he  pooplo. 

Henceforth s c i e n t i f i c  re -eva lua t ion  of t h e  pmgrammo, s p e c i a l l y  

keep ing  i n  view i t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  and f u n c t i o n a l  p e r r p e c t i r e r ,  

i s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  n e c e s e i t y  o f  t h e  time, i n  o r d o r  t o  provido an 

i n f r a - s t r u c t u r e  t o  t h e  f o l l o r u p  mral developnent programme, to 

which t h e  p re sen t  J a n t a  Govemmmnt i s  committed t o  a p h a s i s o  in 

t h e  s i x t h  Five-Year Plan. 

Need and S i m i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  Study 

Fvgl today I n d i a ' s  major p o r t i o n  of popula t ion  l i v e s  i n  

v i l l a g e s  a l though due t o  i n t o n e e  i n d u a t r i a l i a a t i o n  du r ing  post-  
- 

1. A Guide t o  Communitv D v v e l o ~ m a t ,  M i n i s t r y  of Community Develop- 
ment, Government of I n d i a ,  1957, p.1. 



indepemdence pe r iods ,  urbim popula t ion  has  beem increasing Con8tpnt. 

a t  a  r a p i d  r a t e .  I n  p a s t ,  v i l l a g e 8  w e r e  t h e  b a s i c  u n i t  of  social 

and economic l i f e  i n  Ind ia .  Uulera changed wl th  t i m e ,  bu t  t h e  

v i l l a g e  l i f e  i n  I n d i a  remilined i n t a c t  t o  a n o t i c e a b l e  exta t *  The 

d i f f e r e n t  a e c t i o n s  o f  Ind ian  v i l l a g e  community i r r e s p e c t i v e  of t h e  

occupat ion pursued were in te rdependent  and 1iv.d under  U i n t o g t o t o  

s o c i a l ,  economic and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o r g a n i s a t i o n r  o f  the  l o c a l  

community. The v i l l a g e s  had t h e i r  o m  j u d i c i a l  s y s t a  (Panohayat.) 

and t h e  v i l l a g e  l i f e  was c re l f - suf f ic ien t  a t  t h e  economic and 8 o c i a l  

l e v e l s .  Charlee Metaalf  noted Ind ian  v i l l a g e  communities a8  

s o v e r e i p  %publics.  
1 

Af t e r  independmce t h e  p m b l a  of e c o n o d a  and 8 o c i a l  

r e o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  Indian v i l l a g e s  wa8 of g r e a t  importance becauae 

d u r i n g  t h e  D r i t i s h  r u l e ,  t h o  s e l f - e u f f i c i e n c y  a t  v i l l a g e  0 r g ~ I 8 a -  

t i o n a l  level ,. had g radua l ly  decl ined.  The p o l i t i c a l  sub jeo t ion  m d  

economic e x p l o i t a t i o n  % t h e  B r i t i r h  b v e m m s n t  depr ived the r i l l a g  

people  o f  t h e i r  i n i t i a t i v m  and s e n s e  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t ~  t o  t h e  

cornmunit y. The r e f  e r v d  r epub l i can  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  WM 

rep laced  by an ind iv idua1: l s t i c  o r i e n t a t i o n  and v i l l a g e  people  

f o r g o t  t h e  b e n e f i t s  of  coope ra t ive  e f f o r t s  and community a~ te rpr i se  

Gradual1 y t h e  o l d e r  self -nuf f i c i e n c y  of thn  v i l l a g e  disappeared 

and they  tu rned  t o L h e n s  of pover ty  and miser lee .  F u r t h e r  t h e  
A 

pove r ty  of t h e  l n d i a n  peanant l e d  t o  s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  backward- 
.;\ (\-. ,: . 

n e s s  o f  t h e  bes ide  h i n d e r i n g  t h e i r  economic developmot .  

1. Cha-lea, Metcalf ,  Minutes of November 7, 1830, F;conolric Hirtoly 
of B r i t i e h  Ind ia ,  p. 386. 



Today I n d i a  i s  f a c i n g  two major  problaraa - (1) o v e r  

popula t ion ,  and (111 i ne f ' f ec t iveness  of i t s  s o c i a l  m d  economic 

institutions to meet t h e  m a t e r l a l  and o t h e r  requirsraanta of t h e  

people. Reeides t h i n  a p roces s  of  i n t r o d u c i n g  modem i d a a a  and 

t echn iques  o f  development i n  a t rad i t ion-boun&ocie ty  l a  e n o t h e r  

p o i n t  of a t t e n t i o n .  The p e r  c a p i t a  income of t h e  peopla  is  365.9 

rupees.' A major  p a r t  of' I nd i an  maseea s u f f e r s  from n a l - n u t r i t i o n  

and i l l i t e r a c y .  Such evils i n  t h e  r e a l m  of  s o c i a l  and eaonomic 

l i f e  have made people  a p a . t h e t i c  and t h e y  have almoat l o s t  t h e i r  

ambit ion t o  impmve t h e i r a  p r e s e n t  l i v i n g  condi t ions .  Therefore ,  

a  programme which could h e l p  t han  i n  s o l v i n g  t h e i r  s o c i a l  and 

e c o n o d c  problems is  o f  g r e a t  n e c e s s i t y .  

An o b j e c t i v e  a n a l y s i s  o f  v l l l a g e  condi t ion  would r e v e a l  

t h a t  t h e  subse rv fen t  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  v l l l a g e  community are bacam- 

i n g  conscious  of t h e i r  p resen t  p l i g h t .  There is  a d a s i r e  i n  t ha  

peop le  f o r  b e t t e r  food, gpod c l o t h i n g  and a d e c a r t  l i fe.  Tha o l d  

v i l l a g e  s e t t i n g  i s  c n m b l i n g  and A awakening and r e a t l e s s n a a a  l n  

t h o  dow- tmddan  peop le  have emerged. The impera t ive  need of t h e  

t i m e  i s  t o  h e l p  such people  t o  ach ieve  a b e t t e r  way of  l i f e  and 

t o  p rov ide  oppor tun i ty  t o  f u l f i l  t h e i r  ambitiona. But t h i s  h e l p  

should be s u s t a i n e d  and s u b s t a n t i a l  i n  o r d a r  t o  b r i n g  o u t  naw 

s y n t h e s i s  of r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and a marked improvcwmt i n  a l l  a a p e c t s  

o f  r u r a l  l i f e .  

The v a s t  i l l i t e r a c y  2 t h e  count ry  is a vltal f a c t o r  
A 

l e a d i n g  t o  pover ty  and ignorance  o f  nard people. A s  such it is 

1 .  I n d i a  1977 and 78 - Xconotaic S t r u c t u r e ,  p.161, N b l i c a t i o n a  
b i v i s i o n ,  M i n i s t r y  of Informat ion & Broadcast ing , Government 
of India.  



a t ranendous t a s k  t o  make a l l  o f  them undemtnnd  t h e  world around 

t h a n  and make them a b l e  t o  adopt themselves  t o  t h e  new circums- 

t a n c e s  t h a t  have emerged s i n c e  Independence. Qural a r e a s  a r e  
+w 

sunk s o  low t h a t  agenc ies  which a r e  r a i e e d  oeok#t r sa~ovlng  pover ty  

and i m o r a n c o  f a l l  t o  make r l l l a g e  paopla  competent mou& t o  

s t a n d  on t h o i r  l e g s  t o  co~mpete with o t h e r  nation. of t h e  rorld i n  

t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  race. (me o f  t h e  a t t r i b u t e d  reason f o r  suoh lacuna  

is t h a t  t h e  country-s ide  is no t  y e t  conscious t o  t h e  f a l l  u t i l i r a -  

t i o n  o f  freedom i n  t h e  p ~ ~ c e s s  of devalopment. The m r a l  peopla  

a r e  y e t  r u l e d  by o f f i c i a l s  i n  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  bu reauora t lo  

fanhion  i n  s p i t e  of  t h e  w i l l  and wishes o f  t h e  people  expressed 

through t h e i r  represen ta t : lvee  i n  t h e  Leg i s l a tu re .  The Hontagua 

Chelmsford %por t  s t a t e s  , that  "l iverything t h a t  t ends  t o  awakan 

t h e  i n t e l l i g m c e  t h a t  hellpa him t o  be an independent,  self- 

d e t e m i n i n g  =an, w i l l  has'ten on t h e  day when self-government w i l l  
1 be  a t t a i n e d . "  Therefc re ,  the foremost  t a s k  i s  t o  awaken t h e  

v i l l a g e r ' s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  and  t o  s e e  t h a t  he  becomes independent, 

self-determining m e ?  t o  en joy  t h e  f ru i t 8  o f  freedom. 

S ince ,  a l l  t h e  atspects o f  mral l i f e  a r e  i n t e r - r e l a t e d ,  

t h e  need t o  s t u d y  r u r a l  problems and requirements  i n  a g loba l  

p e r s p e c t i v e  i n  o r d e r  to f:Lnd o u t  s o l u t i o n s  which m u l d  be s u i t e d  

t o  t h e  be t te tment  i n  t h e  waye of l i f e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  people  is of 

g r e a t  impo*ance. Any programme o f  development should be such t h a t  

it could succeed i n  deve lop ing  c e r t a i n  s k i l l s  i n  people  f o r  he lp ing  

themselves,  and should be a b l e  g radua l ly  t o  bu i ld  up t h e i r  morale, 

1 ,  Kuruksketra - A 9ylr.posJLum on Conununity D e v d o  ment Fn I n d i a ,  
The P u b l i c a t i o n  Divis ion,  Clo~tr  of I n d i a ,  p.3 5 3  



t h e i r  economic l i f e ,  t h e l r  s o c i a l  ou t look  and f i n a l l y & h e i r  c o l l s c t i  

r u r a l  l i f e  f o r  coping u l t h  t h e  dunands of t h e  ccntedrporary Indian 

s o c i e t y .  Thus t h e  main tank be fo re  t h e  p r s s a n t  governmnnt i e  to 

" reo rgan i se  t h e  s o c i a l  and m u r a l  ideas o f  modern l i f e  and t r m s f o m  

t h m  i n t o  the mral p s o p l ~ .  The main prob lna  i n  l n d i n  a s  e l s e  

where i n  n o n - X e s t ~ n ~  a o c i a t i e s ,  i s  t o  f i n d  a s o c i a l  i d e a l  which 

could combine a l l  t h e  a s p e c t s  of  t h e i r  npn t r a d i t i o n s  f o r  contaapo- 

rr lry developmmt. 
1 

The Ind ian  c o n s t i t u t i o n  envisagee a  dmnocrat ic  form of 

government f o r  t h e  country.  The s o l i d  founda t ions  of t h e  danoc ra t i  

f o m  of government cannot be l a i d  u n t i l  t h e  v i l l a g e s  s ta r t  funat-  

i o n i n g  a s  t h e  b a s i c  u n i t  f o r  caiSryjng o u t  t h e  developmmt p o l i c i e s  

and programmes of t h e  government, both a t  t h e  Centre and t h e  S t a t e  

l e v e l s .  If democracy i s  t o  be f i r m l y  m t a b l i a h e d  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  

s t r u c t u r e  of v i l l a g e s ,  t h ~  v i l l a g e  Panchayats should n o t  o n l y  b. 

e t rengthaned  but a l s o  helped i n  deve lop ing  a harmonious v i l l a g e  

l i f e  on t h r  b a s j s  o f  a g r o - i n d u s t r i a l  economy. Gandhij i  ulshod 

t h a t  Independence i n  I n d i a  should be roo ted  a t  t h o  bottom, s o  t h a t  

every  v i l l a g e  again  ga ins  an oppor tun i ty  t o  be a  mini  r e p u b l i c  

having f u l l  powen  f o r  i t s  all round deve lopmat .  H i s  dmam can 

be r e a l i s e d  on ly  when t h e  Tndinn v i l l a g e s  and t h e i r  maeseo would 

ca tch  up t h ~  pace w i t h  t h e  developmmt of t h e  country and a t t a l n  

t h e  same s t anda rd  of l i f e  t h a t  l a  now found i n  urbanized i n d u s t r i a l  

economy based s o c i e t i e s .  

1 .  "0, J.S., Impact of  Panchayat Raj on Socio-Roonmic D e v e l o p a t  
i n  Mathur, M. V. & I bal Narain (Ed.) P a n c h a ~ a t i  2 . P- 
Detnocraa, ecl.1, 19 9, y.173. 



Pumoaa of  t h e  Study 

The p re sen t  s t u d y  Is an a t tempt  t o  p inpo in t  t h e  ove r - a l l  

p i c tu r r ,  o f  t h e  w g a n i s a t i o n  and working o f  Comn~unity Development 

J'rogramme i n  Uttar Frades~h,  s p - c i a l l y  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  of P ra t apgaA 

The bmad o b j e c t i v e s  of  t h e  p r o s m t  r e s e a r c h  work are as follown: 

( 1 ) To prsuent  el globa l  view of t h p  community developllent 

progwmme i n  P ra tapgarh  d i s t r i c t .  

( 2 )  To d e s c r i b e  t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  se t -up a t  t h e  mvmn-  

msntal. and l o c a l  agrmzy l e v e l  i n  community deve lopen1  

programme with r e f  ernnc3 t o  Pra tapgarh  d i s t r i c t .  

( 3 )  To d i s c u s s  t , h e  Implmarta tAon of t h e  programmm i n  

Pra tapgarh  d l i s t r i c t  wi th  s p e c i a l  emphasis on t h e  

a r e a s  covered f o r  development i n  community devalop- 

ment pmgranune. 

( 4 )  To evnlua tn  t h e  s u o c e a s / f a i l u ~  o f  t h o  o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  

se t -up i n  t h e  o v e r n l l  achievements of t h e  community 

devnlopmmt pvog-arnm i n  Prntapgarh d i s t r i c t .  

( 5 )  To a s s e s s  t h ~  workinq and t h e  impact of t h e  programme 

on t h e  development o f  t h o  d i s t r i c t  s e l e c t e d  f o r  t h e  

study. 

(61 To a s c e r t a i n  t h e  a u c c e s a / f a l l u r e  of t h e  programme i n  

t h e  t o t a l  con tex t  of d i s t r i c t  Pratapgarh.  

( 7 )  Tr. sug?ss t  mssffurss f o r  t h e  follow-up mral develop me^ 

programno. 



Tn esomce, tti? precont  i n v ~ a t i g a t i o n  a h a  t o  g u n e r a l i s e  

t h o  impact of cornr~unity doveiopaent  p r o g r a m s  or. t h o  l i v i n g  of 

r u r a l  and agmi-urban people  oL' : r a t apga rh  d i s t r i c t  a d  on t h e i r  

u p l i f t ,  PR t h e  programme a c h i e v e t r i e ~ ~ t ~  

Geaim of Research 

So f a r  t h e  o b j e c t i y e s  o f  the s t u d y  a r e  concerned, thoy 

a r e  p r i m ~ r l l y  o r i e n t u d  toward8 h s r l t i c a l  e v u l u a t i m  of t h o  

community development programne i n  d i s t r i c t  P ~ a t a p g a r h .  Honcoforth 

it is n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  t h e  desi[pl of  r e s e a r c h  should be such  which 

succeed8 i n  i n v s a t i g n t l n g  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  l o c a l  s e t t i n g  ( Y r a t a p p r h  

d t h  s p e c i a l  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h o  impact o f  t h e  p rog im~no*  I n  t h i s  

mariner t h e  presen t  r e sea rch  work l a  based on t h e  ' a c t i o n  renoarch 
1 

model'. Fur ther ,  t h e  s t u d y  can ba c l a c s i f i e d  as a community ntudy,  

which aims t o  p-esent a  thorough d e s c r i p t i o n  and a n a l y a i e  of' a 

group of people l i v i n g  t o g e t h o r  in a p a r t i c u l a r  goographical  loca-  

t i o n  o f  P ra t apgs rh  i n  a co rpo ra t e  way. 

I n  t h i a  d e a c r i p t l v e  r e s e a r c h  work, t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r  s e e k s  

t o  f i n d  t h e  answers of  r p e r i e s 2  through t h e  a n a l y s i s  b a e d  on the 

1. "Action tn sea rch  is focussed ori t h e  immediate a p p l i c a t i o n ,  n o t  
on t h e  development theory,  n o r  upon gene ra l  app l i ca t ion .  It 
has  placed i t s  emphasis on a  prollem, h e r e  and now In a l o c a l  
s e t t i n g .  I t e  f indinfin a r e  t o  be eva lua ted  i n  t a m e  o f  l o c a l  
a p p l i c & b l l i t ; ~ ,  n o t  i n  terms of  u n i v e r s a l  v a l i d i t y .  "-John W. 
Best, m a t c h  i n  Muca t ion ,  P r i n t i c e  H a l l  I n d i a ,  New b i l h i ,  
1977, p.12. 

2. P l e a s e  wfs- t o  tha purpose o f  t h e  s tudy ,  ~ t a t e d  e a A i e r .  



f o l l o w i n g  p a r a d i m :  

Aessssment o f  fhs Tnpnct t 

I 1 

Chart ( I )  ?weearch I : o e i a  

I n  s h o r t ,  apply ing  a methcdology of d o a c r i f t i r o  r e sea rch  

i n  t h i s  s tudy  an att,empt has  been made t o  determine the r c l a tLve  

irnportanco of t h e s e  f a c t o r s .  

Methodo- 

I n  accordance wi th  t h e  r e sea rch  d s s i e  s t a t o d  above, t h o  

b e s t  s u i t e d  methodology f o r  tire p resen t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  o f  

( a) Survey and ( b )  Observiition resoarch  methods. 

I n  survey, it i s  possi  b le  t o  g a t h e r  d a t a  from a m l a t l v e l y  

l a r g e  number of casoe. Filrther,  wi th  t h o  h s l p  of gane ra l i s ad  

s t s t i s t i e a l  t e c h n i q u w  such s data can e a s i l y  t o  a'ustrcrcted i n t o  

cozerstm r e s u l t s  e l i m i n a t i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  c h s r a c t e r l s t i  ca o r  cases. 

3 n c e  t h e  comrruni%y d e v e l o ~ m e n t  programme had been mund up, our  

survey  i s  mninly baaed on t h e  d a t a  provided in genuine Government 

repo-ts  and p r o j e c t s  t n k m  up by ver ious  p r i v a t e  snd tpvernment. 

f inanced  agencj es. 

Ir. a d a i t i o n  t o  it, t o  ensure  t h e  r n l i a b i l i t y  of t h o  f ind-  

i n g s  and v a l i d i t y  o f  the -.saea-ch work, t h4  p e r n o n ~ l  notea  based 





1 
on t h e  obse-rl t , lon and l n t s r v i o m  of  t h o  i n v a n t i g a t o r  a w  f u r t h e r  

c o l l a b o r a t e d  i n  t h e  d i scusn ion  and i n t w p r n t a t i o n .  Hnrn t h e  

5nveotSga tor  Wl F ~ P R  tO h i  fill at, that .  t h e  w t h o d e  o f  l a b o r h t o r y  

r x p o d m e n t a t i o n  only a-eks to d e s c r i b e  a c t i o n  o r  behavlour t h a t  

w i l l  t a k e  p lace  l m d m  c a r ~ f v l l y  a v w p d  m d  c o n t r o l l e d  condition.. 

Hut mmy impor tan t  aapec t r  of human behnviour cannot be p m f i t a b l y  

obnewed lmder  t h e  con t r ived  cond l t i cnn  of t h e  l abo ra to ry .  The 

method of ) d ~ ~ c r < p t i  vn reanarch' - 4 z a  t o  d rscri  be behaviour a d e r  

l a s s  r i g l d  c o n t m l r ,  under more n a t u r ~ l l y  o c a t r i n g  mn&t iona .  

Area o f  Study 

A s  t h e  focus  of t h o  p re sen t  s t u d y  wao ' o r g ~ i m a t i o n  a d  

working of community development programme i n  P r s t a p g a h  d i m t r i c t ' ,  

t h e  a r e a s  s e l e c t e d  f o r  t h e  p r e s e i ~ t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  were d e t e w i n e d  

by t h e  devnlopmental. block l i m i t s  i n  d i s t r i c t  Pratupgarh.  There 

a r e  15 blocks  i n  t hn  d i s t r i c t .  I n  t h i e  r e s e a r c h  wo*, a humble 

a t t e m p t  has  been made t o  . l nvea t iga t e  t h e  p rog res s  o f  cor~munity 

development programme i n  Lhese blocks. d e u ~ l e d  ana lyo io  of 

t h e  a r e a  under s t u d y  has U ~ M  gi-re11 i n  t h e  for thcoming c h a p t e r  mix. 

& i m i t a t i o n s  of t h e  Study 

The problem selescted f o r  t h e  s t u d y  has  a Very wide 8COpe, 

hencefor th  i n  otder t o  complete a r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  a t  i n d i d d u a l  

l e v e l  for academic p u r s u i t ,  it was necesnary  t o  l i m i t  t h e  scope o f  

1. Thn i n ~ n s t i g ~ q t o r  wae a member of t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  AZlsmbly of 
t h e  S t a t e  o f  Uttrr I'ratiesh from a cons t i t uancy  i n  Pra tapgarh  
i n  t h e  year  1974-77 and bas ex tana lve ly  toured t h a  m g l o n s  o f  
Pra tapgarh  d i s t r i c t .  



t h e  s tudy,  a s s u r i n g  t h a t  any major area o f  s t u d y  had no t  b e r  l e f t  

untouched. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  the determina t ion  o f  t h e  oanvas f o r  t h e  

s tudy ,  o t h e r  f i e l d  problems which a r e  a l s o  r e l evan t  and affect 

t h e  r n l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  s t u d y  and v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  results, thay  

need t o  be h igh l igh ted  he re  t o  ensu re  t h a t  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  t o  a m e  

w i l l  be i n t e r p r e t e d  i n  t h e i r  d e s i r e d  o r  t m s  perspec t ive .  

(a )  The s tudy  has  been conducted area-ulse In var lous  

phases,  t h e r e f o r e  i t  may sometime happen t h a t  a g l o b a l  view may 

no t  m e r g e  some where, bu t  t h e  l i n k a g e  of  f a c t s  and s e q u a c e  i n  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  has  always been maintained. The r e p o r t  i n  its to t a l  

form would enable one to unea r th  t h e  f a c t s  and f ind ings  of t h e  

working and o rgan iza t ion  of cornmunit y development programme i n  

Pra tapgarh  d i s t r i c t ,  s e c t i o n s  o r  chap te r s  of t h e  p r e s m t  t h e s i s  

a r e  no t  t h e  s e p e r q t e  e n t i t i e s  f o r  i n t e c p r e t a t i o n .  

( b )  The phi losophy o f  t h e  mral cesearch  methodoloff on 

which t h e  p re sen t  r e s e a r c h  work is based, has  dev ia t ed  from t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  p a t t e r n .  It is  t h e  b e l i e f  of t h e  I n v e s t i g a t o r  t h a t  

open-ended, semi-s t ruc tursd  i n t e r v i e w  methods a r e  more u s e f u l  i n  

rural r e sea rches  because t h e  g r e a t e r  pe-missiveness of  t h a  i n t e r -  

view s i t u a t i o n  appears t o  f avour  s p o n t a n i e t y  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  

respondents.  Client-centrwd techniques  which possess  a marked 

t h e r a p e u t i c  o r i e n t a t i o n  seem t o  of f  e r  cons iderab le  scope and *ision 

i n  problems r e l a t e d  wi th  v i l l a g e  community. Secondly, t h e  respon- 

d e n t s  on whom t h e  impact of  t h e  programme has  been eva lua ted  ware 

n o t  l i t e r a t e ,  hencefor th  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  and o t h e r  techniques  we- 

n o t  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  t he  r e sea rch  s i t u a t i o n .  



( c )  I t  was not  p o s s i b l e  t o  meet a l l  t h e  gvvemmrnt 

personnel  concerned id t h  community development uork i n  Pra tapgarh  

d i s t r i c t  a t  one p l ace  and at  one time. Fur ther ,  t h e  I n v e s t i g a t o r  

was a l s o  unable t o  con tac t  each and every o f f i c i a l ,  t h e r e f o r e  

i f  any l acuna  i n  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  eva lua t ion  has  occurred,  i t  is due 

t o  t h e  above r e f e r r e d  l i m i t a t i o n .  

( d )  The cooperat ion extended by t h e  o f f i c i a l s  of the 

d i s t r i c t ,  block and v i l l a g e  l e v e l s  d u d n g  t h e  s tudy  was no t  

s a t i s  Factory. They took r e s e a r c h  e n q u i r i e s  i n  a casua l  manner, 

hencefor th  t h e  i r i b h a t i o n s  supp l i ed  by t h m  might a f f e c t  t h e  

r e l i a b i l i t y  of t h e  r e s e a r c h  f ind ings .  

e To ob ta in  t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  r e l a t e d  w i t h  t h e  implomanta- 

t i o n  o f  t h e  programme i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  throu* t h e  o f f i c e s  of Block, 

D i s t r i c t  S t a t i s t i c a l  and A.D.M. (Development) was a  hard t a s k  

d u r i n g  t h e  study. Severa l  l e t t e r s  and persona l  appea ls  were always 

m s t  w i th  a co ld  response from t h e  r e f e r r e d  a u t h o r i t i e s .  Such an 

a t t i t u d e  might have an adverse  a f f e c t  on t h o  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  da t a ,  

used i n  t h e  presen t  r e s e a r c h  work. 

l a s t l y ,  t h e r e  has  been a l o n g  gap due t o  soae unavoidable 

reasons between t h e  f i e l d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t h e  r e p o r t  writ ing.  

Even then dn i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  make t h e  presen t  work r e l i a b l e  and 

v a l i d  h a s  always been maintained,  d e a p i t e  a l l  above r e f e r r e d  d i f f i -  

c u l t i e s  which were beyond t h e  s o l r i n g  capac i ty  of t h e  inves t iga to r .  
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