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Preface 

Arunachal Pradesh, a tribal state of the Indian Union, has been 

undergoing substantial changes in its institutional domain since the 

independence. Before independence its economy was based on jhum- 

cultivation with communal ownership of land, the important input of 

production. The production technology was traditional in nature. 

Agriculture including hunting and gathering constituted the main 

income yielding activities. Secondary and tertiary activities were 

conspicuously absent except production of handicrafts for family 

needs. Barter was the mode of exchange and the economy was almost 

non-monetised. After independence the state experienced 

developmental interventions through plan programmes slowly but 

steadily. The economy became diversified. Non-agricultural activities 

became important. Coupled with the structural changes, the 

characteristics of traditional institutions changed. The institution of 

individual property rights replaced the traditional communal 

ownership in different degrees in different domains. 

However, the individual property rights are not well-established. 

It is in the transitional phase. Transitional phases in fact provide both 

challenges and opportunities to understand the process itself and the 

impact of this process on its various components. It is a well-known 

fact that property rights and production efficiency are positively 

related. But this relationship is qualified by the extent and the degree 

and nature of individual property rights. To understand the 

relationship during transitional phase is of academic interest in that it 



might add new dimensions to the understanding of the topic. This 

understanding prompted the researcher to undertake the research 

on the relationship between individual property rights and production 

efficiency in the Arunachal economy. 

The study from its inception to completion has been accumulating 

debts to many institutions and people who have helped the researcher in 

different ways. I owe them all the successful completion of this study. At the 

outset, I express my deep sense of gratitude to my teacher and guide Dr. N. 

C. Roy, reader, Department of Economics, Arunachal University, for his 

scholarly guidance to complete this work successfully. 1 consider it my proud 

privilege and pleasure to work under his expert guidance. His depth of 

knowledge and pursuits of academic excellence, personal care and affection 

have always been a source of inspiration to me. But for his encouragement 

and continuous advice and suggestions, it would not have been possible for 

me to complete this work. I am very much indebted to him. 

I owe a special debt of gratitude to my teachers Dr. Arnitav Mitra, Mr. 

Deepak Mishra, Dr. P. K. Kuri, Dr. S. Das, Dr. S. K. Nayak and Dr. V 

Upadhyaya who not only encouraged me but provided some insight to the 

understanding of the topic of my research. I am also indebted to Prof. Tamo 

Mibang, Pro-Vice Chancellor, Dr. Tai Nyori, Registrar, Dr. Pura Tado and Dr. 

P. K. Panigrahi, both Reader in the Department of Political Science, Dr Tomo 

Riba , Sr. Lecturer, Department of Geography, Dr. Nani Bath, Lecturer, 

Department of Political Science and to Mr. Tana Showren, Department of 

History, all in Arunachal University, with whom I have interacted many a 



times in connection with my topic. I have been immensely benefited 

academically from my interaction with them. 

I am also grateful to Dr. Sucheta Sen Choudhury, Lecturer, 

Department of Tribal Studies, for her hospitality and help during Library 

work at Shillong and to Dr. Sarit Kumar Choudhury, Sr. Lecturer of the same 

Department for collecting literature on property rights for me from London. I 

am equally grateful to Mr. Mukti Hazarika, Sr. Teacher, Government Hr. 

Secondary School, Ziro, Mr. K. S. Bisht Sr. Teacher, Government Hr. 

Secondary School, Yazali, Mr. S. K. Giri Sr. Teacher, Government Hr. 

Secondary School, Yazali, Mr. Otem Pertin, research Scholar, Department of 

Tribal Studies, Arunachal University, Ms. Rajani Bisht, a student of Class-XI1 

Sc. at Yazali, and to my friends Ms. Joram Rina and Ms. Yapa Gyati for their 

ungrudging help during field studies in sample villages. 

I also take this opportunity to express my gratefulness to my husband 

Shri B. R. Behera, who not only encouraged me for the completion of my Ph. 

D assignment, but accompanied me the whole month during my library work 

at Delhi. Mr. Prasun Sahu, Mrs and Mr. Rajesh Pradhan and Mr. Bimal 

Panda had been kind enough to provide accommodation to both of us 

during my library work at Delhi. I record my deep sense of gratitude in 

recognition of their hospitality. 

Behind my academic pursuits my parents' encouragement and advice 

always have been a source of inspiration and guidelines. I am highly grateful 

to them for a l l  their sacrifice and concern for my academic achievement. My 



brother Rajat, sister Supriya and niece Manjulata always stood ready to help 

me in order that I concentrated in my research. I wish them all the best. 

I would fail my duty if I do not acknowledge the responsibility my 

family members had to share in my absence during the Ph. D work. I am 

greatly obliged to all of them. 

I would like to record my highest sense of gratitude while 

acknowledging the fellowship provided by ICSSR, New Delhi, which made it 

possible for me to conduct an intensive field work. 

I was helped by Shri Kandarp Thakuria, Shri Jawan Singh Rawat and 

Shri Vijay Prasad in typing and editing work. I am very much thankful to 

them. I am also grateful to all the officers and officials in Arunachal 

University who have helped me in different ways during my Ph. D work 

I am grateful to Arunachal University, my alma mate?, for 

providing me an opportunity to undertake the doctoral work. 

Priyanka Priyadarshini 
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