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Sinoe urban oentres play a dynamic r o l e  i n  the 

prooese of development, it i e  e s s e n t i a l  t o  under- 

s tand f i l l y  the bearing of hurmn and c u l t u r a l  fact o r s  

on t h e  Prooees. Boonomio development would not be 

pO8rible 'unless people begin t o  quait  ion  the tradi- 

tied values in emera1 d l rec t ione  and t o  d i s o d  

t h e  r q m s a i v e  elements i n  t h e i r  cu l tu re1  (Huseain, 

1956, p.136). The etudy of t h e  procese of urbanina- 

t i o n  and t h e  role of c i t i e s ,  which exer t  t h e  m o s t  

d l r eo t  i n f l u e m e  on s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and a t t i t u d e s  

and s t imulate  changes, calls f o r  a 'a h i s t o r i c a l  

i n o b h t  and a deeper undorotanding of the forces  

behind 800h.l ohanget ( ~ 0 8 s ~  A. 1970, p.94). 

India is werrrhelr ingly nrral. The rapid increase of 

populatian i n  moat o f  t h e  c i t i ss  and indun t r i a l  oentres  i n  due, 

chiefly, t o  heavy in f lux  of r u r a l  migrants, who tiring wi th  them 

the t r a d i t i o n a l  cu l tu re  and behsviour pat terns.  IEconomic conel- 

d e r a t i o m ,  if not the only causative f ac to r ,  are t h e  most impor- 

t a d  motive fome behind t h e  cityward migration. The l ingsri l lg 

parochiallam i n  outlook and t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  value eyetern become 



expl icable  i n  the  l i gh t  of t he  f a o t  t h a t  a large  s ec t ion  of 

t h e  urban popilat ion maintain l i n k s  with t h e i r  rural kinsfolk  

and continue t o  have oaate  oomoiousness. Thin i n  t u r n  hab 

h e n  repponeible f o r  t h e  f o r m t i o n  of ethno-1-1 groupm 

and t h e  development of h ienrmhioal  r e l a t i o m  within t h e  

groups along t r a d i t i o m l  linem. Suoh group f o r m t i o n  aab 

r e l a t i o n  ser iouely  a f f e c t  urbanlam and the develapment of 

* c i t y  c o n e c i m n e r o * ,  and, leave the  whole mituation i n  

s t a t e  of Ymmiture o r  imperfect urbanisa t ion* ( ~ o a e ,  I., 

1969, p.85). 

But t h e  urban way of  l i fe  h a m  never been ens of 'fixed, 

enduring r e l a t i onsh ip*  (Andenon. 1964. p.4). UnUer itr impact 

an  individual  5.a subjeoted t o  many premsures - a o o i d ,  po l i t i -  

cal ,  economic and cultural - and thmrefora, oan never keep 

himaelf wi th in  t h e  fold  of f ixed form8 aml 8tructuram muoh am 

casts, oocupat iona l  or e thn ic  groups . Theme premmurer lqpel 

him t o  c a t  aside old forms, values and a t t i t u d e s  and t o  

aceept new oneat o r  he may t r y  t o  adopt new valuer  while still 

re ta in ina  some old ones, because t he  movement from rural em- 

t o  urban areae a l s o  mane a ohsnge from agrioultureil  t o  not+ 

ag r i cu l tu ra l  occupation, which demande . among o ther  t-8, 

t he  acceptance of univernal le t ic  values. The t o t a l  produoti- 

v i t y  of t h e  urban i l ldur t r ia l  labour force i e  ul t i rsataly found 

t o  be dependent on the  acoeptance o r  r e j ec t ion  of t b r ae  



valuer by the induetrial  labourer. 

Bar- prerelztwl the available data bearing on 

t he  moclal and p h j . i o d  r i tua t ion  i n  Xharagpur, it 

is now pomaible t o  analp. them i n  a broader oontaf .  

The discussion i r  divibed in to  r (1 )  an adymir of 

the exietfns  moaial s i tua t ion  t o  aamine the clYn(l.8, 

if any, from the  reeumod no1m i n  family myatem, i n  

paroohialism of a t t i t ude  and belaarionr, and i n  the 

hold of caeteirrn affeat ing inter-personal relation- 

rhips,  (as depicted by the  Indian roola1 organha- 

t ion )  and (2 )  emaer6ment of the oity 'e p b t e n t h l i t y  

far fu r the r  indur t r i s l  dwelopment. fheee two have 

been aonaidered in turn. 

It 1s generally aaruaed that under the  iqpaet of 

induet r ia l  urbanirm, the  nulti-generational or  301- 
'\ 

family rystem yieldr  t o  the nuclaar type. *In th. long mutt, 
h 

Bottomore holde (1 968, p.178) that,  'am indumtrialirati&, 

programmes, there i. no n u o n  t o  mppwe that the  1ldi.n ' 

family mystem w i l l  d l f fe r  great ly  from thnt whioh u i r h  

today i n  Western moolet ie r  *. t h e  enquiry into the  f -4 
m t r u o t w  of the  population of t h e  a i t y ,  ohom that .or, \ 

than 58% of the  houreholdm i n  the ranple mtudied reseabi t '  

t he  Weetern type, that i r  , oomprisd hurband,wife 8od 
t 
\ 

\ 

\ 



t h e i r  dep&ent ohi ldren o r  the hmad md his  o r  her d e p e d d  

children. 

One of tho major probleme u ~ s o c i a t e d  w i t h  i d u r t r i a l -  

i c a t l o n  and urbanisat ion i n  India, M r i m e d  by soma rcholam,  

a r i s e s  primari ly fiom parochialism i n  a t t i t u d e  and behrriour of 

her i n d u e t r i a l  labour f o r m .  8uch a population faile t o  adapt 

its ray of l i f e  t o  i n d u r t r i a l  d iec ip l ine  and t o  br emotionally 

in tegra ted w i t h  and absorbed in the  urban miliou beeawe t h e  

l o y a l t i e r  of euch urban dwellers 'are f requent ly  t o  group8 

whoa8 oenfre  of g rav i ty  im outeide t h e  c i t y '   meli lit^, 1955). 

It was obaerved by e a r l i e r  ime8 t iga to re  that there mlgrsntr 

regard their  etay in t h e  c i t y  a8 only temporary and even mar 

they have become p e m n r n t  o i t y  b re l le re ,  they  m i n t a i n  e o w  

t i r r  w i t h  t h e  plaae of or ig in .  But t h e  f ao t  of a number of 

urban workere maintaining c l a e  t l o e  w i t h  the r i l l lye  h u  

another  implioation. It m e a n 8  a communication betr.CSI the tW0 

cu l tu ror  which a t foo t s  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  outlook O f  t he  &?rd 

m o i e t y  M a whole. Prabhu (1956, p.85) rightly point8 OI& 

that t h i r  procere L. of great importance t o  a s o d a 1  sc ien+ir t ,  

f o r ,  it implies t h e  t ranoaise ion of ra luee  and l i fe  rtyle8{'1 n m  

ideas ,  ideologies,  modes of behariour l e a r n t  i n  t he  oi tx ,  & 
ca r r i ed  t o  the  vi l lage .  \ 

2he preaent su r r ey  of 1527 u n i t s  of o i t y  dmlleref at 
\ 

Kharagpur, hoawer,  e h m  t h a t  m o n ,  than 595 of t h r  m a i p l d  do 

not maintain any contact w i t h  their  nat ive place o r  the* 



v i l l a g a  of origin. They are apparently aware of t h e  f a a t  that 

t h a i r  pos i t i on  i n  t h e  community depend8 t o  a great u t a n t  on 

t h e i r  amployment in t h e  Workehop or  i n  fac to r iae .  They ream 

t o  hava adjus ted  themoalvee t o  marry of t h e  f i so l l i t l ee  and 

a m n i t i e o  ava i lab le  i n  t h a  c i t y .  This ~ a y  a p l a i n  t h e  l a r r e w  

lng of t h e  t i e s  w i t h  t h e  v i l l a g e  of o r l g i n  md t h a  oonoaquant 

obanga i n  parochial outlook and behaviour. It i o ,  no &oubt , 
a big r t r i d e  towards urbanination. 

Omta,  amow t h a  Hindu8 i n  India ,  i a  ordained by b M h  

and an ouch, it o t i l l  hold8 nay over m w a r r r h a ~ n g l y  l a r g e  

population. I n  t h a  pramant rtudy, 8911 of tha  rerpondantr ware 

found t o  be aware of t h e i r  oaata himrsmhj. But than, it wam 

a100 observed that f o r  the  d ivarra  athno-lingual cu l t u r e  group0 

l r o i d i n g  s i d e  by aide,  c ~ t e   ha^ a l i m i t @ &  and oLmruroribed 

r o l e  t o  play i n  t h a i r  & l i l y  work m l a t i o n a h i p .  It lo  l U t e &  

t o  r e l l g ioue  r i t u a l e  and praotices.  luch  r i t u a l s  - rooted i n  

family, community and r e l i g i o n  - of ten  d i e  hard. But they 

u rna l ly  disrupted when meoping soo ia l  ohangao w i n  t o  erode 

t h e  whole peamad way of l i f e  (8meleer, 1965, p.104). 

Thus t h e  Impact of i l l d u e t r i d  urbanlorn up. found t o  

have a profound influenom i n  'narrowing ooc ia l  d io t ama  ba- 

men mo te8  * (Veerarngha~an~l962,  p-163) and a number of c&ote 

o t ipula t ione  m c h  m mating tabooo, remident la1 esgregation, 

eto. a f f e c t i n g  i n t a r p a r s o d  ra la t ionshipo as wal l  &o c u t e  



0 c e u P a t i o ~  hsre boome less r i g i d ,  giving way t o  a d i f f e r en t  

h ier r rohy baed on occupational and econoaio statue. On the 

soaie-pol i t ioal  1we1 while t he  membere of the higher orstem 

fol lolr  a n o ~ ~ 8 s i v e  aloofness, those belongillg t o  the l a u e r  

o ~ t e r  hare  become r o o i f e r n e  in the i r  demand f o r  equal treat- 

r e n t  an4 eooepfance (Heihoff, 1959, pp.102-10). 1t was obmemed 

i n  t h e  pre.ent s tudy a l s o  that a d u d  mystem of gradat ion - 
W e d  on t r a d i t i o n a l  caste and economic statue - e x i s t  i n  the 

c i t y .  ?his obeena t ion  substantiates the r im that 'although 

the urban . i l h t ~  i m  u p r r i e n c i n g  g r e a t l y  accelerated ohatqe, 

c e r t a i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  patterns persist donge ide  t h e  n r r  o r g e  

n i s a t i o n d  forrtm that have emerged1 @joberg, 1967, p. 161). 

They operatC' indepeldently of each other though every  indivi-  

dual  ha8 a place in  both the eyeteme. Caste i e  probably a 

weaker faroe in 8 e t e r d n i ~  e o c i d  re la t ione  than economio 

a t a t u s  and among t h e  eaonomically higher claaeee caete appearm 

t o  lose  many of its t r a d i t i o n a l  charac te r i s t i cs .  I n  generelo 

it appear0 t h a t  nrknisat ion and i n d u e t r i d i s a t  i o n  hare produ- 

oed some ohangee in e m  la1 e t ruc tures  and a t t i t u d e s  and d m 0  

i n  the value system, l ike a ohonge from the epar t i cu la r ie t io ,  

.soription-orient ed t o  u n i r e r s a l i e t  i c  achievement-orient .d ' 
value system, rubd llh the  edging of the  urban s o c i a l  atmo- 

ture for an  egalitaciar society. 



The other  aapeot of t h e  disoussion is ooncerned w i t h  

t h e  uoeroment of t h e  p o t e n t i a l i t y  of a centre  t o  develop t d  

t o  promote the merinmm developmnt of t h e  region. So lo=  as 

t h e  population continuee t o  ilhcreaee and puts i t e  pressure on 

t h e  avai lable  moan8 of subsiatenoe, any polioy of f u l l  employ- 

moat rill involve a gradual  withdrnwd of surplus labour from 

q r i o u l t u r e  a d  i t 0  absorption i n  industry. Indus t r i a l  loca- 

t i o n  is mi Fmport~nt problem i n  the  planned development of an 

underdeveloped economy. Despite the  propoeal f o r  i ndue t r i e l  

dsreloplaent t t v o q h  what i e  called 'regional promot ion mea6urms f 

lmbalanoes i n  regional  development pa t te rn  appear t o  pere i s t  

i n  India. The urban centres  aza known t o  play an important r o l e  

I n  a d e r e l o p i ~  economy by f a c l l i t a t  ing exchange of economic 

a c t i v i t i e s  between t h e i r  rural envirops and other  urban are- 

of the  region. Consequently, t he  treatment of urban centres  

M growth poles i n  regional p l a n n i x  and development h a  Men 

t h e  subjeot matter  f o r  both t h e o r e t i c a l  and empirical studiem 

(Lssven, 1969; D a m e a t .  1969; Pioro, 1969; rmRISD Br- IV 

1970, ate.). The Wanohoo Working Group set up by the  l l a f iond  

Developaent aounoil  f o r  India a l s o  suggested (1969) that or- 

oentres  havitg c e r t a i n  facilities should be Iden t i f i ed  i n  an 

industrially backward region, and promofod for t h e  darelopnent 

of t h e  region. 
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Rot  dl loca t ion r  o r  oen t r r r  i n  any geographioal region 

are equally developed, nor do thmy a l l  hare the  mama p o t e n t i a l i t y  

t o  grow. The t a o t o n  rmepomible f o r  tho unevon dne l apnen t  m y  

be of d i f fo rea t  kind., but in  each region one cen t r e  w i t h  t he  

g roa t se t  p o t e n t i a l i t y  t o  grcrr can be ident i f ied .  There arm oelc  

t a i n  rsoeieeconomic aondi t iom and geographical fao tore  whioh 

determine t h i s  p o t e n t i a l i t y  of s cen t r e  t o  act am a 'growth 

point * . The growth point approsroh advoaatee promotion of th.b 

advanoed oentre, which has a c e r t a i n  edge wer a l l  othor asutlum 

i n  tho rogion. It is argued that i f  t h i e  nucleus ie dweloped, 

maximum utl l i raat ion of reeourcee w i l l  have keen a c h i o v d  and 

maximum proeperi ty f o r  t h e  region a t t a i l u d .  

The analyeis  of t ho  general  demographlo charrot o r i e t  ioe  

of t h e  pap i la t ion  of Kharagpur rwmale t h a t  thore  le a high 

proportion of eoonomlorlly ac t ive ,  litmrate, s k i l l e d  and eeai- 

m k l l l d  oonponent i n  thm population e t ruc tu re  af tho a i t y .  

l d o n  than 56s of tlm o i ty ' e  population are found t o  be i n  thim 

1FouP- 

l'b infra-etmctw f a c i l i t i e e  i n  temsi of odwat ional  

and rooationail training f a c i l i t i e a ,  power, t r anepor ta t i an  and 

communioation and other  faoi l i t iem are available i n  t he  c i ty .  

Them a l so  ex ie te  a favourable i n d u s t r i a l  clirsate i n  t h e  c i ty .  
w 

Ae a transport  node, K h a w p u r  i e  well-linked w i t h  the 

important urban centres,  i n d u s t r i a l  oomplexee and markets of 



Weat Bellgal a d  of India. It o o m n d e  a geographically a e n t r a l  

poe i t ion  i n  a region bounded by l a r g e  i ndue t r i a l  cbfaplexes at 

~amehsdpur( la ta)  and Ranohi i n  t h e  west, Paradip por t  i n  Orism 

i n  t h e  south and Haldir  p o r t - o w i n d u e t r i a l  complex under corm- 

t r u o t i o n  i n  t h e  southern most of Midnapore d i a t r i o t ,  t h e  

Calcutta-Hamah i n d w t r i a l  belt i n  t h e  e r s t  and tha Dtargrrpuzc 

Aeaneol i ndus t r i a l  b e l t  i n  the north. It i n  served by a r i d e  

net-work of trunk made, national highway6 and railraym inclu- 

d i n g  two major crow-country rail and r o d  l i nks  oonnecting 

Haarsh an& Bombay ald H m a h  and k d r a s .  

Variaua techniques are ava i l ab l e  f o r  aecer ta in ing the 

h i e r a rch i a l  order of urban oentres i n  a n  area i n  t e r n  of the 

f e a e i b i l i t y  of t h e i r  diev~lopment . Zhe st at ietical anal y e i s  of 

urban centree  with t h e  Q-technique eeems t o  provide uaefnl  

information :pith regard t o  the idier.t iflcation @f each lwali- 

t ies  which can act as potenti'al cen t res  i n  the process of 

development i n  an i ndue t r i a l l y  backward region. In  t h e  premed 

case both deocript ive and quant i t a t ive  typea of a d y e i s  

toge ther  ea tab l i sh  that as a n  ur:wl cen t re  Kharappur is d i f f e  

en t  i n  its charec te r  and funotiona from other  urban cen t res  O f  

Midnapore d i a t r i c t .  On t h e  other hand, its a in t i l a r i t i e e  in 

eome degree t o  six i ndue t r i a l  urban centree  of Was% Bengal 

i nd i ca t e  its indue t r i a l  charaoter. 



In a developing c o u n t q  with scarce ramsournem, it iml 

not only d i f f i c u l t  but ale0 unwise t o  spread amsistmce too 

t h i n l y  w e r  t h e  e n t i r e  r e i o n  as it may f a i l  t o  generate sdf- 

sur ta lned growth. Ylenoe, inatead of thinking i n  t a r r e  o f  mamire 

and rlde-spread programmaq incent ives  should be given only t o  

aome relouted area8 i n  the bockward region8 'havllle; a po ten t ia l  

f o r  dwelopment ' (~anahoo,  1969, p.9). Compared w i t h  o t b r  

urban centres  of t h e  d i e t r l c t  t h e  infra-s t ructura l  f a c i l i t i e e  

i n  t he  c i t y  of Kharagpur alluuXy a i n t  i n  good meaaum heme 

t h e  &ra in  on t h e  scarce oap i t a l  remourcem rlll be lers ii 

Kharagpur ie eelectod .rr m d v a n o d  g r w t h  cen t r e  i n  tho 

d i s t r i c t .  

The preaent r tudy attemptr at put t ing together  all 

relevant  information. col lec ted and in te rpre ted ,  t o  be made 

use of i n  an integrated plannillg programme f o r  m underdeveloped 

region. That is, a model is offered f o r  ' g r w t h  point ' study, 

following t h e  method of 'case study', w i t h  Kharagpur i n  the 

d i e t r i o t  of MULLUIPOM, Wert B e n g a l  ar t h e  0-8. 

The etudy, i n  addit ion t o  being an exsmination of the 

c i t y  aa a vehicle of social ohange, is expected t o  prwULe a 

s c i e n t i f i c  method of s i t e  s e l ec t ion  f o r  i n d u s t r i a l  p lanu iw 

and its result ant  economic development. 
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