Chapter Bight

SUMMARY AND CONCIUSION

Sintce urban centres play a dynamic role in the
pProcess of development, it is essential to under~
stand fully' the bearing of human and cultural factors
on the process. Boonomiec development would not be
possible 'unless people begin to question the tradi-
tional values in several directions and to te discard
the regressive elements in their culture' (Hussain,
1986, p.136). The study of the process of urbanisa—
tion and the role of cities, which exert the most
direct influence on social institutions and attitudes
and stimilate changes, calls for a 'a historical
insight and a deeper understanding of the forces
behind mocinl change' (Bose, A. 1970,v P.9%4).

India is overwhelmingly rural. The rapid increase of
population in moat of the cities amd industrial centres is Adue,
chiefly, to heavy influx of rural migrants, who bring with them
the traditional culture and behaviour patterns. Economic consi—
derations, if not the only causative factor, are the most impor-
tant motive force behind the city-ward migration. The lingering
parochialiem in cutlook and the traditional value system become
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explicable in the light of the fact that a large section of
the urban population maintain links with their rural kinsfolk
and contiﬁue to have gcaste oonsolousness, This in tura hap
been repponsible for the formation of ethmo-lingual groups
and the development of hierarchiocal relations within the
groups along traditional lines. Such group formation and
relation seriously affect urbanism and the development of
'city conaciousness', and, leave the whole situation in e
state of mmature or imperfect urbanisation' (Bose, X.,

1969, p.85).

But the urban way of 1ife has never been one of 'fixed,
enduring relationship' (Anderson, 1964, p.4). Under its impact
an individual is subjected to many presmsures- social, politi-
cal, economic and cultural ~ and therefore, ¢an never keep
himself within the fold of fixed forms and structures such as
caste, opgcupational or ethnie groupe. These pressures impel
him to cast agide 0ld forms, values and attitudes and to
accept new onesj or he may try to adopt new values while atill
retaining some old ones, becauze the movement from rural areas
to urban areas also means a change from agricultural to non-
agricultural occupetion, which demands, among other things,
the acceptance of universalistic values. The total producti-
vity of the urban industrial labour force is ultimately found

to be dependsnt on the acoeptance or rejection of these
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values by the industrial labourer.

Having Prepented the available data bearing on
the social and physical situatior in Xharagpur, it
is now possible to analyse them in a broader oontext,
The discussion is divided into t (1) ar analysis of
the existing social situation to examine the changes,
if any, from the assumed norms in family system, in
parochirlism of attitude and behaviour, and in the
hold of casteism affecting inter-personal relation—-
ships, (as depicted by the Indian social organise-
tion) ant (2) asaessment of the oity's potentiality
for further industrial development. Theae two have

been considered in turn.

It 1is generally assumed that under the impact of
industrial urbanism, the multi-generational or Join;_
famlly system ylelds to the muclear type. 'In the loﬁ;\fun',
Bottomore holds (1968, p.178) that, 'as industrialilaiigﬁ\
progresses, there is no reasocn to suppose that the Inﬁiln ;
family system will differ greatly from that whioh cxis%s
today in Western societies', The enquiry into the ranilx‘
structure of the population of the city, showa that more v
than 58% of the households in the sample studied roqenblyi

the Western type, that is, comprised husvand,wife and .
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their dependent ohildren or the head and his or her dependent
children,

One of the major probleme associated with industrial-
ization and urbanization in India, as viewed by some scholars,
arises primarily from parochialism in attitude and behaviour of
her industrial labour forece. Such a population faiis to adapt
its way of life to industrial discipline and to be emotionally
integrated with and absorbed in the urban miliew because the
loyalties of such urban dwellers ‘are frequently to groups
whose centre of gravity is outside the city' (Hoselits, 195%5),
It was observed by earlier inveatigators that tholo.migranta
regard their stay in the city as only temporary and even after
they have become permanent city dwellers, they nnihtain some
ties with the place of origin. But the fact of a qnnbor of
urban workers maintaining close tiea with the 7111.‘5;0 has
another implication. Yt means a commnication bctwi&n the two
cultures which affeots the traditional outlook of thnxlgrul
society as a whole. Prabhu (1956, p.85) rightly points o&t
that this process iam of great importance to a social -oiogi;ut.
for, it implies the transmission of values and life ltyl.l\l new
ideas, ideologies, modes of behaviour learat in the city, arp
carried to the village. : '\

fhe present survey of 1527 units of city dinll@rd\at

Kharagpur, however, shows that more than 59% of thu-s&upl@xao
not maintain any contact with their native place or their
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village of origin. They are apparently aware of the fact that
their positioﬁ in the community depends to a great extent on
their employment in the Workshop or in factories., They seenm
to have adjusted themselves to many of the facilities and
amenities available in the city. This may explain the lessen—
ing of the ties with the village of origin and the consequernt
change in parochial outlook ani behaviour. It is, no doubt,

a big stride towards urbdanisation,

Oaste, among the Hindus in India, is ordained by birth
and as such, it still holds sway over an overwhelmingly large
population. In the present study, 894 of the respondents were
found to be aware of their caste hierarchy. But then, it was
also observed that for the diverse ethmo-lingual culture groups
residing side by side, caste has a limited and circumscribed
role to play in their ddily work relationships, It 1ie limited
to religious rituals and practices. Such rituala - rooted in
family, commnity end religion - often die hard. But they are
usually disrupted when sweeping social changes begin to erode
the whole peasarnt way of 1life (Smeleer, 1965, p.104).

Thus the impact of industrial urbanism was found to
have a profound influenoce in ‘narrowing social distance betw-
een castes' (Vesraraghavan,1962, DP.!163) and a number of caste
stipulations such as eating taboos, residential segregation,
etc. urreéting interperscnal relationships as well as caste
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occupations have beoome less rigid, giving way to a different
hierarchy based on oceupational and economic status. On the
soclio=political level while the members of the higher castes
follow a nonagzressive aloofness, those beslonging to the lower
castes have become vociferous in their demand for equal treat-
ment and acceptance (Neihoff, 195%, pPp.102-10). It was observed
in the present study also that a dual system of gradation -
based on traditional caste and economic status - exist in the
city. This observation substantiates the view that 'although
the urben milieu is experiencing greatly accelerated ohange,
certain traditional patterns persist alongside the new orga-—
nisational forms that have emerged' (3joberg, 1967, p. 161).
They operat$® independently of each other though every indivi-
dual has a place in both the systems. Caste is probably s
weaker force in determining social reletione than economic
status and among the economically higher classes caste appears
to lose many of its traditiomal characteristica. In general,
it appoara‘that urbanisation snd imustrialisation have produ-
oed some changes 1in sociai structures and attitudes and also
in the value aystem, like a change from the ‘particularistie,
ascription-oriented to universalistic achievement—oriented?
value system, and like the edging of the urban social struo~
ture for an egalitariar society.
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The other aspeot of the discussion is concexrned with
the assessment of the potentiality of a centre to develop and
t0 promote the maximum development of the region. 8o long as
the population continuee to increase and puts ite pressure on
the available msans of subsistence, any policy of full employ-
ment will involve a gradual withdrawal of surplus labour from
agriculture and ite absorption in industry. Industrial loce-
tion i an important problem in the planned develepment of an
underdeveloped econonry. Despite the propomsal for industrial
development through whet is celled 'regional promotion measures'
imbalances in regional development pattern appear to persist
in India. The urban cenires are known to play an important role
in a developing economy by facilitating exchange of economic
activities between their rural envirops and other urban areas
of the region. Consequently, the treatment of urban centres
a8 growth poles in regionel planning and development has been
the subject matter for both theoretical ard empirical studies
(Laeven, 1969; Darwent, 1969; Plioro, 1969; UNRISD Programme IV
1970, etc.)s The Wanchoo Working Group mset up by the National
Development Council for India also suggested (1969) that urban
ocentres having certain facilities should be identified in an
industrially backward region, and promoted for the Aevelopment
of the region.
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Not all locations or centres in any geographiocal region
are equally developed, nor 4o they all have the same potentiality
to grow. The factors responsible for the uneven development may
be of different kinds, but in each region one centre with the
éroatoat potentiality to grow can be identified. There are cer-
tain msoceio~economic conditions and geographical facters which
determine this potentiality of a centre to act as a 'growth
point'. The growth point approach advocates promotion of this
advanced oentre, which has a certain edge over all other centres
in the rogion. It is argued that if this nucleus is developed,
maximm utilizmation of resources will have been achieved and

maxinum prosperity for the region attained,

The analysis of the general demographic characteristics
of the pipulation ¢f Xharagpur reveales that there is a high
proportion of economically active, literate, skilled and semi-
skilled component in the population structure eof the eity.

More than 56% of the city's population ars found to be in thia

gToup.

The infra=structure facilitiee in terms of educational
and vocational training facilities, power, traneportation amd
communication and othsr faclilities are avallable in the city.
fhere also existe a favourable industrial elimate in the city.

i; a transport node, Kharazpur is well-linked with the

{mportant urban centres, industrial complexes and markets of
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West Bengal and of India. It commands a geographically central
position in a region bounded by large industrial copmplexos at
Jamshedpur(PTata) and Ranchl in the west, Paradip port in Orissa
in the south and Haldia port=cum~industrial complex under cons-
truection in the southern most of Midnapore district, the
Caloutta~Howrah industrial belt in the oeast and the Durgapur—
Amanscl industrial belt in the north. It is served by a wide
net-work of trunk roads, national highways and railways inclu-
ding two major cross=country reil and road links connecting
Howrah and Bombay and Howrah and Madras.

Various techniques are avallable for nsceftaining the
hierarchial order of urban centres in an area in terms of the
feasibility of their development. The statistical analysis of
urban centres with the Q-technique seems to provide useful
information with regerd to the identification of such locali-
ties which can act as potential centres in the process of
development Iin an industrially backward region. In the present
case both descriptive and quantitative types of analyeis
togather establish that as an urhan centre Kharagpur 1is differ—-
ent in its charccter and functions from other urban centres of
Midpnapore distriet., On the other hand, its similarities in
some degree to six industrial urban centres of West Bengal

indiecate 1ts industrial character.
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In a developing country with scarce reasources, it ls
not only difficult bdut also unwise to spread assistance too
thinly over the entire region as it may fail to generate self-
sustained growth., Hence, insatead of thinking in terms of mamsive
and wide~spread programmes incent ives should be given only to
some selected arear in the backward regions 'having a potential
for development' (Wanchoo, 1969, pP.9). Compared with other
urban centres of the district the infra-structural facilities
in the city of Kharsgpur already exist in good measure hence
the strain on the scarce capital resources will be less if
Eharsgpur is selected as an ajvanced growth centre in the
district.

The present study attempts at putting together all
relevanf information, collected and interpreted, to be made
use of in an integrated planning programme for an underdeveloped
region. That is, a model is offered for ‘growth point' study,
following the method of 'case estudy'’, with Xharagpur in the
district of Midmapore, West Bengal as the case,

The study, in addition to deing an examination of the
city as a vehicle of social change, is expected to provide a
scientific method of site selection for industrial Planning

and its resultart economic development.
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