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PREFACE

Indis 18 an interessing and 'live' lakoratery for the study
of raligious interactlions, attitudes and antipathies. HNinduiasa,
Islam, Christianity snd Puddhism are all in aetive operation in
this sountry. There has been & good deal eof rivalry as well as
the prastising of & “good neighbourhood” pelicy in religious matters.
Alse censiderable intar-religious experimentation at the eultural
level efiset by heated contreversy at the dootrinal level. Hany
popillar beliefs are curreat regarding the placs and effects of
religion en the life of Indiay, 0.3« that a study of SBelense leads
to sscularize vhich needs furthar exmmination. This ilnvestigation
has been undertaken to exsaine some of the fasters involved in the
present day religious scens in Indla,using psyehalogical Sechniques.
It 13 an effort to bring in some obledtivity inte a field viwre
beliefs and opiniens have been held for long as almost axiomatie
wvithout sdequate sxamination. All that is cleimed for i¢ is merely
the sredit ef being a plonesering study yielding eertain interesting
industions which seez to De worth further investigation.

N I wish te express my deep sense of gratitude to
bre 3. P. Adlrnarayan, Professor and Head 0f the Departament of
Peyaholngy, Annamalal University, under vhose guidanee this work
was undertaken for his such valuazble belp and entouragement.
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3 also tender my sincers thanks to many of =
have helpsd a8 in collecting data for this
various places of the four atates [Andhra, )
Nysore] and e Xr. . Rajagopalan, Leeturer .
University for hiseooperation and help in cal
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