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CHAPTER 1IX

R S0 Y A S ED an e EE T A ..

*LAMALYBIS OF ANSWERS"™ - (111) JUALITATIVE

i. Analysis of answere to Juestionnaire I - Section B,

1. How often do you go to temple, churah or mosque?
(1f you attend on any fixed day, mention the day.)

iable R.1.

Percentage of the subjoots

Type of

Responses 137 165 o8 26;-.-i55---i;;----;;---
A B8 P.E M8 WeEB PM PN
1. Daily 16,8 10.6 9.2 16,3 2,3 9.2 7.8
2. Weekly twice 60 8.6 8.1 3.7 3.8 8.1 1.8
3. Weekly once 41.7 41.3 40.8 28,7 46.8 24,86 27.3
4. Monthly twice 4.3 5,0 8.1 4.5 3,0 3.8 4.8
5. Monthly once 3.6 1.9 9.2 5,7 4.6 4.3 8.1
6. Rarely 12,9 17.5 20.4 10.6 18,0 31.6 21.2
7. Never go 12,2 10.0 4.1 9.1 8,0 7.1 8.1
8. No response 3.6 8,1 8.1 9.5 12.8 3.7 18.7

A5 = Arts students; 5.8 = Solence students; P.6 = Professional
students; M.& = Nen students; W.5 = Women students; P.M = Profes-
siongl menj P.W = Professional wvomen,

* ® »

The Arts students aseem to be attending Temple or Chursh or

Mosgque more often than the Belence and Professional students. Men
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students seem to be more frequent than women students., 68Bimilarly
men professionals go more often to Templas, Church or Kosque than
the women professionals. Doth the women groups (college and

omployed) do not show as much interest as men groups in going to

Teuple, Church or Mosque,

A good pergentage of all groups sees to go to Temple veekly
onge, The Professional groups do not shiow 50 much interest as the
student groups in going to Temple weekly once. Women students'
weekly attendance in Temple seems to be more regular than men
students!, All those who go to Temple weekly once prefer Friday
and all Christians, Sunday. The Muslims pray to 'God’ five times
a day either in Mosque or at home.

Btudents and professionals who go to Temple monthly twice
or once are very few., Only 4.3 peracent of Arts, 5.0 percent of
Soience and 6,1 percent of Professional students go to Temple
monthly twice. 4.5 percent of men students and 3.0 percent of
woamer: students attend Temple monthly twice. HNearly 3.6 pereent of
men professionals and 4.8 percent of women professionals go to

Temple twioe a month.

Nearly 14.3 percent of men profaessicnals go to Temple
mont}nly'oneo. The women professionals and ali the student. groups
vho go to Temple monthly once are very negligible in muaber,
Nearly 31.6 percent of men prnfessionals and ?1.2 percent of women
professionals rarely go to Temple. The percentage of subjects who

go to Temple rarely is more for the professional students, less
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for the Science students and still less for the Arts students,
The perscentage of women students seems to be more than the men

students.

In every group certain percentage of the subjeots 4id not
care to say anything about their attendance in Temple. The blank
space provided for writing the comments was left umused, Nearly
3.6 percent of arts, 8.1 percent of Science and S.1 peraent of
Professional students did not answer to this engquiry. Also 9.8
percent of men students and 12.8 percent of women students.
5imilarliy 3.7 percent of men professionals and 16,7 percent of

women professionals.
Some of the comnents made by the subjects are given belows

"1 go to Temple weekly two days on Friday and Baturday to
perform customary Archenas to l.ord Siva, 1 find a sort of oonfi-

dence after this act of Archanas which I cannot explain.”

"There is no fixed day for my going to Temple. 1 go to
Temple whenever 1 feel like it."

"I never go to Teuple consciously. It is only aceidental.”

"l 2o to Mosgue five times daily for prayer, Dut sometimes
I do prayer at my home itself.,"”

"1 am living in the University hostel. 1 have no chance ¢o
20 to Templs. But when 1 go to my native town I used to go to
Tenple veekly twice."
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"Hostel 1ife is a hindrance for all kinds of religious
activitien, The Temple 18 far away from our hostel and the girls
ars not permitted to leave their hostel premises except on
Bundays."”

*] never go to Temple. Jod i85 not in the Temple. He is
in the heart.,”

s
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2, Do yom participate in religious festivals? 1If so, what

sort of interest and satisfaction de you find in them ?

stl! g.ﬂ.
P.rco;tggo of the subjlects
Type of - -
Fesponses AS 8.6 PB M8 W, MP W,
137 1160 98 284 133 196 68
a)
Yeu 64,7 64.4 75.5 88,7 70,7 54.8 68.2
Ho 3.8 26,2 15.6 26,2 22.5 P8.5 97.3
Larely 3.6 2.9 7.0 4.7 2.3 7.7 —
“o r.ﬂponl. - - 5.6 7.1 3.0 4.5 11-2 ‘.5
b)
Foace of mind after
U‘DTBMP 22.3 26.3 20.4 1‘.0 15.0 16.3 16.7
1t is a pleasure 15.1 16.3 2r1.4 25.8 13,0 7.7 6.1
Social meeting 7.9 6.0 6.1 4.5 -- 19.4 75,8
Dislike the crowd l.4 0.6 1.0 1.8 33,0 2.0 1.6
Nil 47.4 41.3 ?5.56 850.4 48.9 45,4 45.4
No response 10.8 (0.8 26.8 3.8 .= 9.2 4.5

Participation in religious festivals receives goad support

from the student and professional groups.

The professional students

seen to De more interested in fentivales than the other groups. The

women student group sesms to ha more interested than the wmen student

group. The professionul women group sasems to be more interested
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than the men professionals.

The percentage of subjects in all groups who say that they
do not find any interest or satisfaction by participating in reli=
gious festivals is very great, Yearly 4?2.4 percent of Arts, 41.3
percent of Science and 25,5 percent of I'rofessional students do
not find any interest in 1¢t, 6&Gimilarly 50.4 percent of men
students and 48.9 peracent of women students, Among the Professionals
45 .4 percent of both men and women find no interest in it. Bome of
the subjects in each group did not care to write anything about
their interest in religious festivals, On the vhole, nearly half
of the fubjects in each group do not find any interest or satisfaece

tion by partiocipating in religious festivals,
»

Some of the comments made by the sublects are given belows

"l have strong faith in religious festivals. 1 partieipate
in it whole-heartedly. There is some pleamure in 1t."

"] seldom participate in religious festivals, If I partie
cipate I am ave-inspired and I am overwhelmed by a sense of

adoration. Yery often 1 am moved by fears when I begin to pray."

"I partieipate in relizious festivals only tn satisfy my

parents,”

"Participating in religious festivgls 1s a good reecreation

for me."
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"1 simply watch the movement of the crowd in religious
festivals but never aotively participate in it."

"1 have no faith in religious festivals., It is only a

vaste of time."”

*I do, ut 1 do not have any religious interest in it, 1
meet my old friends and spend somo time happrily with them.™

"Now-a=days all religious festivals are associatud with
interesting programmes such as musie, dance, drama, sxhibition ete.
in order to o0ollect large mmber of people during the fastival
oaoasions. More young ladies aro assexbling at such placeu. This
nzturally attracts young men. Thorefors most of the people go
there not for religious purposes, but for the recreational purposes.

1 partiecipate in such festivals only to enjoy the rescreational items.”

"] find peace of mind after vorshipping the image »f Jod whioch
is beautifully decorated with gold ornaments on festival occasionsa.™

"l forzet ay worries in the ecomiany of ay friende and

relatives at the time of festivals."

“*It 18 always a great Joy for me to take part in festival
aotivities. I get new clothes, eat good dinners and keep amyself
very busy.”

"] welcome religious festivals, becwuse my parents buy new
clothes for me., Give me lot of sweats to eat, take me to piectures

and give me pockot money,”



"1 find some snort of inspiration on seeing the big orowds,
noises, different kinds of images and the instrument playing very
loudly., I find myself dilssolvad in the crowds.”

"My humble opinion is this, Religious festivals must de
stopped. 1t serves no purpose, It is only a waste of money,

labour and time. I hate this kind of foolish activities.®



3. How much time do you spend daily on religious activities
{(1.e. going to a place of worship, praying, reading sacred books,
meditation, etc.)?

Iable 9.3.
o T - Percentage of the subjects
Type of R L —— - - ———
responses iA.b 8,58 P8 MB W,E PN PN
137 160 o8 264 133 1898 @6
Nore than 15 uinutes 48,2 720.0 ?23.5 ?5.4 55.6 26.5 45.4
5 to 10 minutes 2.4 12.5 20.4 15.7 21.8 14,8 71.72
3 minutes and below 17.3 11.9 26,86 22,0 8.3 19.9 16.7
No specific time 4.3 88 3,1 6.2 5,3 8.1 3.0
Never spend 16,1 18.8 10.2 10.6 1.5 20.7 12,1
Yo reuponse 8.8 31.3 1.3 12.1 7.5 11.7 1.5

A considerable percentage of subjects in various groups

spend more than 18 minutes a day in religious activitias,.

A few vubjleots from gll the groups say that they do not
have any specific time for this, Nearly 15.1 percent of aArts,
15.6 percont of Sciense and 10.2 percent of Professional students
never spend time on religious activities. 10.6 percent of men and
1.5 parcent of women students do not spend any time. About 0.9
percent of men professionals and 12.1 percent of women professionals
never spend time on religious aotivities. 1t i3 interesting to

note that 12.1 percent of employed women never spend time on



t
. 226 q°

religious astivities while only 1.5 psrcent of vomen students do
not. 31.3 percent of Eelence students and 16.3 percent of Profes-

sional students d4id not respond to this gquestion.
Somne of the comments made by the subjects are given below:

*I spend about 30 minutes a day by the way of roading
religious books,”

*] think about God for fev minutes Lefore going to bed.”

"My only religious activity is, going to Temple occasionally,
It will be for about 48 to 60 minutes.”

*I spend one hour regularly every day. 1t includes praying
to God, readinrg religzious bdooks or attending to religious speeclies."

"There is no Tixed time for this activity. VWhenever I feel
l1ike I} spend nearly fifteen minutes for meditation.”

"l read Gita for thirty minutes before going to bed."

"I never calculate the time in my religicus aotivity. 1
pray to Allah five times in a day."

"It 13 a waste of time. Jnly lazy people spend time for
this, 1 am quite against this idea.”
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4. How much money per month do you spend for specific reli-
glous purposes (i.e. subseription to religious organizations,

purchase of religious books, ete.)?

Table 9.4.
- o - - Percentage of the subjeots
Typeof = sccmccccccccccccccccecssanaes - -
responses A5 8.5 PS5 MBS W, P.M  PW
137 160 98 264 133 196 68
Ahove Rupees 100 "0 2.8 1,0 0.3 4.5 7.1 7.8
Fupees 10 to 25 12,2 11.3 19.4 11,7 14.3 18.3 18,2
Fupoes 10 and below 13.0 13.8 17.3 14,0 14,3 12.8 27.3
Total 4.6 35,7 61.0 35.2 43,1 49,0 64,7
Never snend 45,3 40,0 28,6 46,3 25,86 36,7 19.7
No response 12,7 24,4 18,2 18,8 29.3 14.3 13.8

-l e P PSP e ol wl oy S S S S S e el AR D S S e el S S g e S S e

Tho percentage »f subjeets who spend Hupeses ten and boelow
for religious purposes por month seems to be comparatively more in
al). groups, except in case of the Professional students and Pro-
fessioral men. Nearly 18.0 percent of Arts, 13.8 percent of
S8cience and 17.3 percent of professional students zpend rupees
ten and below. 14 percent of men students anéd 14.3 percent of
womon studenta spend the same amount., The Professicial women who

spend fiupees ten and below are 77.3 porcent while the mén profes-
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sional are only 12.8 peracent. The professional vomen seems to de

1ittle more parsemonicus than the other groups.

On the vhole the subjects who spend money for religious
purposes are bolow 50 percent except the professional students
(51%) and the professional women (68,7%). Only 42.5 percent of
Arts students spend rupees 10 to 100 for religiocus purposes and
45.3 percent of them never spend. 35.7 percent of lclence students
spend and 40.0 peracent of them do not spend, Sl percent of pro-
fessiocnal students spend and P8B.0 are not. About 35.2 percent
men spend and ?8.6 are not. About 35.2 percont men students spend
and 46.3 percent never. Nearly 43.1 percent of women students
spend and 26,6 percent of thiem are not. Among the professionals
49 .0 percent of men spend and 36.7 percent are not and 68.7 percent

of women spend and 19.7 percent of them never.

Among the student groups wvho spend for religious purposes
the professional students stand in the first rank, the Arts second
and the Science students last. College women and the employed

women seem to be more than the men groups in spending for religious

purposes,

Nearly 12.2 peraent of Arts, 24.4 peraent of Helence and
18.2 percent of professional students, 18.8 peraent of men
students, 29.3 percent of women students, 14.3 percent of men
professional and 13,6 percent of women professionals éid not
respond to this question.
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Some of the comments made by the subjects are given belows

*"Personally I 4o not spend any money for the religious
purposss. My parents spend it for everybody in the family.”

"God never expect us to spend our money on Him or for any

other purposes connected with Hin,"

"1l spend some money only to purchase books on religion.
Even though I am not highly religlous in my attitude, sti1l I wish
to know more about the great religions of the world."

"1 am supposed to spend 10 percent of my income, 1 follow
the same principle.”

"I give subseription about Rs.50/~ per ysar and Rs.P00/-

for other religious purposes per year.”

"This depends upon necessity and circumstances. &Say about

K8.2/= in alms. Tkis amount may increase if there iz nescessity to

give more as alms.”

"1 used to give Rs.8/- per month ag Church subsscription. 1
give gifts or contribmutions occasionally to Christian vorks,
orphanage, destitute homes, etc, 1 would spend Ra,P0/- a year to
purchase religious baoks."
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5, Do you have intimate contact with people belonging to

other religions? Give detalls,

able 9,5.
Percentage of the subjects
Type of - —
responses A B8.8 PS MB WE PM PNV
137 160 98 264 133 196 &8
&)
Yes 76.3 70.0 78.56 64.4 79.4 68.3 47.0
Ko 19.4 %24.4 184 22,7 17.3 27,9 37.5
No response 4.3 8.6 6.1 12,8 8.3 110.7 18.8
b)
Hindus with Christians 37.2 3.8 31.1 30.9 39.6 38.0 §58.3
Hindus with Muslinms 19.6 P3.4 24.1 24.6 25.0 30.0 16.?
Christians with Hindus 7.6 16.6 20.7 17.6 18.6 10.0 290.8
Christlians with Muslims 3.9 6.2 17.3 8.2 8.3 8.0 0.0
Muslims with Hindus 17.6 17.2 3.4 17.5 6.2 10.0 4.?
Muslins with Christians 8.9 4.7 3.4 B5.2 4.2 10.0 0.0

The responses reveal that people belonging to one religious

affiliation do have close contact with people belonging to other

religions, More than 70 percent of Arts, SBcience and Professional

students have intimate contact with people belonging to other reli-

gious groups. Nearly 66.3 percent of men professionals and 47.0 per

cent of women professionals have close contact.

Nearly one fifth of



) 231

the subjests from the students groups do not have intimate contact
with pecple belonging to other religions. One third (37.58) of the
women professionals do not like to have intimate contact with others.
The employed women differ very much from other groups in this
respect. Few subjects in all groups took exception to this question

by keeping silent.
Some of the comments made by the subjects are given below:

“My most intimate friends are belonging to other religions.
They are our family friends. Majority of them are Brahmins,
Mudaliars and Chettiars. My best friend is a Hindu Brebmin girl., I

tulk of everything under the sun with this friend vhich I would not
talk to other friends.” == go writes a Christian girl.

"Yes. 1 have close contact with Hindus and Christians., Hindus

nre my neighbours and Christians are my friends” -~ writes a Muslinm
girl.

Pl have two intimate friends who are Muslims. 1 have been
friendly with them for more than five years, 1 find thea pleasing

companions, They were my class-mates in school” says one Hindu
Brahain girl.

"1 have intimate contact with many Rindus, All my family
friends are Hindus, When 1 was studying in Madras 1945-490 1 used ta
attend religious meetings at Ramakrishna Mutt, Mylapore and have
disoussed religious subjects personally with the president of the
Mutt, Swami Kailasanands" -- s0 observes a Christian lady.
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®No. Having such thing is sin acoording to Roman Catholism
for Jenus is the only QGod"™ -~ Christian.

"Yes. 1 alvays like to discuss religion. HKecently 1 had
oscasion to discuss the tenets of the Lingayath faith. 1 alwvays try
to find out the similarities in various religions, because 1 firmly
believe that Jod is one though the paths are different” so says one
Hindu Brahmin gentlewan.

"Yes. Indeed. All my friends belong to other religions for
wvhom 1 have desp regard, All of then are Hindus. Exactly 7 out of
10 have no faith in God, Religion, Caste, Sacredness and other old
customs and traditions. They tried to change my views but oould not.
1 never tried to change their views or even argued with them. I have
no Christian friends. 1 ragret for the same. 1 am very particular,
s little caleulative toe, to have my friends in other religions.,”

- Muslim. |

"No intimate contaoct, out I have friends belonging to Islam
and Christianity.” -~ Hindu,
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6. Are you of the opinion that becoming religious interferes

with the ordinary pleasure of life? (Hve details.

Tadble 9.8,
T Percentage of the subjects
r:rp. of - - A D O D e
responses AB 8.5 P.E MB W8 P.M P.NW
137 160 98 284 133 198 68
Yes 16,5 17.6 1.2 17.8 10.3 18.8 9.1
No 70.2 6l.8 64.3 60.3 74.4 70.9 B83.3
¥No 1dea 10.8 16,8 14,3 14,8 13,5 7.1 7.8
No response 29 3.8 182 7.1 1.5 5.1 --

-y DSy DAy R A N e dy W e iy S D S D S el

According tn these rassponses religion does not interfere
with ordinary pleamure nf 1ife of most of the studsents and profes~
sionals, WNearly 70,2 percent nf Arts, 41.3 peroent of Science and
64,3 peroent of Professional students suy that religion does not
interfere with their pleasures of life, 60,3 percent of men and
74 .4 percent of women students say the same thing, Aimong the
professionals 74.9 percent of nen.nnd 83.3 percent of women say
that religion never interferes with their pleasures of life, DBut
16.5 peraent of arts, 17.8 percent of Selenos and 11.2 percent of
Professional students say that religion interferes with their
plsasure of 1ife, The men students (17.81) endorse this opinion
more than the women (10,3%) students. B8imilarly more men profes-

sionals (16.98) say 'Yes' to this enquiry than the women profes-
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sionals (9.1%)., More than 10 percent of the student groups say
that they have no idea ubout this, Nearly 14.8 pel'gsent of men and
13.5 percent of women students say the same thing. But very few
professionals (7.1% men and 7.65 women) say that they have no ides.

Some of the comments made by the subjeats are given Lelow:

"1 am not of the opinion that religion interferes with
ordinary pleasures of life. 1la fect religion furnishes happiness

in life. Reliyion also gives protection to many who are not
leading a happy life.”

"No. 1 strongly disagree with this view. Religion makes
man to be dutiful and noble. He can enjoy his pleasure by
practising religion.,”

"]l ubsolutely disagree with this opinion., Becoming
religious cdoes not mean (in my opinion) that a persson should
become a "Ganyasi.” but he should hava faith ia God and 45 his
every-day duties to Him."

"Yes, it does. Becoming religious means that vou are
sacrificing some of your pleasures and luxuries of your tife.
Strictly speaking no modern man Or women e¢ould be religious in the

truoe sense and unjoy the ordinary pleasures of 1ife.”

"Yes. To sone extent religion interferes vwith ardinary
pleasures of life, When one becomes religious his interest in

ordinary 1ife slovwly decreases. He becomes very much disinterested



. 230
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"Yes., The religious principles are so difficult to follow
in the modern world., One should sacrifice his pleasures to become

religious.”

"Xo. Not at all. KLeligion never interferes with ordinary

pleasures of life. 1In fact it regulates pleasures of 1ife in the
right way."

"No. Religious duty is a part of cur daily life. Henae it

nesd not interfere vith our ordinary pleasures of life."
"No, Both ocan go together satisfactorily hand in hand,”

"1 don't think so, 1 understand that becoming roliglous is
meant going to pluoces of worship, spending some time in praying to
God or worshipping, reading religious books and leading a 1ife in
acoordance with the tenets of one's religion. These things do not
interfere with ordinary pleasurss of life, for no religion expects

all men to ranounce the world.”

"Besoming religious does not actually interfere with ordi-
nary pleasure of life. What I feel is this. When 1 say that I am
a true Christian, the Holy Spirit is within me helps to choose the
things, whieh would help one to grow spiritually socund. Then, of
course certain pleasures of life are denied to me, but I don't in
anyway feel sorry for the same. Instead 1 feel happy decause God,
with His Holy Spirit has been 80 graciously keeping me pure and

spotless.”
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7. Has your attitude towards religion changed in any way
recently? 1f so give reason for the change.

Table 9,7.
- ) o Percentage of the subjocts
Type of e e o B v B e ———ecee
responses A8 ©B.8 PLSB M8 H s P.H P.W
137 160 98 P64 133 196 68
Yes 6.1 7.6 13.3 12.5 10.5 15.3 18,7
Yo 77.081.9 7.5 77.3 RlL.2 77.6 75.8
No response 7. 10.66 8.2 10.2 8.3 7.1 7.6

Some of the comments made by the subjects are given below:

"Yes. That is the reason vhy 1 am inclined to vrite so
much, I still remembor the day vhen I wvas following no religion.
1 came across the true relizion Just four years back., It was vhen
a Jehovah witness came to me on a Sunday morning with the Jospel.
His sermon did not change me immediately. It took Several months
for him to convince me. I realised the truth when I stood.”

"Yea, Certainly. 1 was a born Hindu, I became a Christian
and receoived Baptism in Madural in 1954. 1 am of the viev that
Hindu Philosophy speaks very little about dod, His nature, It is
in the life, teachings, and death of Jesus Christ vho is God
incarnates that truths are rovealed, 1 was convinced of this and
receivod Baptism and became a Christian.”
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“Yes. As 1l have progressed in my University education, 1
feel that religion has very little to do with my life.”

*The Kationalistic movament in Tamilnad, has contributed
very much to the change of my attitude towards religion., The

novement aleo changed the vievs of thousand of young men like

"Yes. Once I did not believe in the existence of God, But
now 1 have atrong faith in it. 1 eould not express how 1 got this

change in my attitude.”

"Yes. VWhen 1 was doing my 8§.8.L.C, class I was suffering
from severe dysentry. Due to this I failed in the aoloﬁtion
Examination. My friend told me to pray to God and to get rid of
my difficulties. 1 did it accordingly and 1 was sugcessful. Froa
that day onwards 1 have strong faith in Jod."
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8., Have you ceased to be orthodox? 1f so give reasons.

Zable 9.8.
Poraon;ago of the subjects
responses AbS 6.8 PS ME WE PM PV
137 140 98 264 133 196 @6

Yes 25,9 27.5 ?4.5 30.7 15.8 37.2 24.2
%o 41,0 40,8 37,7 38,0 47.4 38,3 33.3
Never orthodox 0.1 13,1 17.3 17?.% 77,6 1*.8 28.8
No response 12,9 18.8 20.4 20.8 14.3 11,7 13,6

- - ey .y

Nearly ?8.0 percent of arts, 3.5 percent of Soience and
24.5 percent of Frofessional students say that they ceasad to be
orthodox. 30.7 peraent of men and 15.5 percent of women students
coased to be orthodox. among the professionals 37.2 percent of

men and 24.2 percaent of women ceased to be orthodox.
Bome of the comments made by the subjlects are given below:

"Yes. Many orthodox oustoms appear to me foolish and
neaningless, Being a Brahmin the orthodox system prevents me
from taking my food in the company of non-Brahains, 1 do not
1lke this and sundry practices, ¥urthor my paronts are not ortho-
dox at all. Hence from birth 1 began to hate orthodox practiae,
The same orthodox cucstom lays emphasis on the untouchability. I
hate this too, All are equal before Godj; then why this difference?”
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"1l am not orthodox. Orthodoxy among Hindus is based upon
certain hygienie principles. Orthodox peonle adhere to it without
understanding the truth behind it. 1In the POth century orthodox,
if it prevails, has absolutely no meaning.”

"Yes. 1 am s staunoch follower of Periyar E,V.R, from
early childhood, 1 think 1 was nct orthodox. I was imbibed with
rationalistic ideas."

"Yes. I could not find out any reason in the principles

of being orthodox in Hinduism or in any other religion.,”

"1 was never orthodox in my life¢, But vas loyal to my

relijgion to certain extent,"

"Yes, I feel it spontaneously that all people are alike.
Everyone is God's child,"
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8., Are you of the opinion that your religion reguires some
reformation? If so, indicate the lines along which this should be

done.
Table 9.9.
Percentage of the subjeats
Type of - ————
responses AS 6.8 PE MB W,E PM P.W
137 160 98 264 133 196 €8

Yeos 36,7 34.4 25.56 29,0 ”21.1 0.6 30.3
No 46.8 38.1 83,0 39.B 54.9 41.8 47.0
No idea 10.0 11.3 6,1 9.6 9.8 9,2 13.6
No response 6.5 10.3 15.3 11.7 14.3 18.3 9.1

Sorum - -— -

- S - -

Reformation in religion is sought by nearly one third of
the subjects, 38,7 percent of Arts, 34.4 percent of Science and
28.5 percent of professional students welcome reformation in their
religion. Nearly 36.7 percent of men and ?1.1 pergent of women
students need reformation, About 30,8 percent of professional men
and 30.3 peroent of professional women require reformation in
their religion, But the percentage of the subjects in all groups
who do not want reformation in their religion is more than the
subjeats vho want reformation., HNearly 46.8 percent of Arts, 38.1
percent of Science and 53.0 percent of professional students do not
vant reformation., Similarly 39.8 percent of men and 54.9 percent
of women students A7e¢labout 41.8 peroent of men and 47.0 percent
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of wamen professionals do not wish reformation.

More than 50 percent of the professional students are
against the reformation in religion. 54.9 perecent of women

students do not require any reformation in religion. WNearly 6 to

11 percent of the student groups and 9 to 13.6 percent of the
professional groups say that they have no idea vith regard to

reformation. Eome subjeate from all the groups did not ansver
to this enquiry.

Some of the comments made by the subjeots ars given belows

®"1In Hindu temples the religious rituale are done in diverse
ways. This practice does not inspire any faith in religion.

Therefore religious rituals should be uniformly performed in all

places of worship.”

"Partioularly in Hinduisr radical reformation is necessary,
Hindulism permits innumerable sects in it and a great nuaber of
oastas, different religious customs and manners in the same sect
and caste. All these lead to disintegration. Further there
should be no seggregation in worshipping places. These bad things
should be eliminated immediately.”

"Money and food sommodities are wasted in the Temples and
during festival occasions on the nams of Qod. Steps should be

taken tn stop such criminal wastages."

"Religious reformation is necessary. It should be done on
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the line of promoting wmoral behaviour of the peorple,”

"There should be one reli;ion in the world in order to

avoid conflicts and strugglee.”

"Yes, . . because religion is the source of all sorts of

caste prajudices.”

"Steps must be taken to eliminate superstitious heliefs.”

"Heformation in the sense that all religions should be
abolished,. "

"There must be some means to prevaent the seatarian views

developing in religion.”

"Christianity needs urgent reformation. Because the Chris-

tians are going avay from what they are expected to be."

"Helizion shauld drop out the superstitious doetrines and
idol worship. Money should not be spent on the name of lod and
religion. 1t must be wodified in order to suit the present
condition.”

"Reformation in Islam i8s necessary. It should be radical.
Women in Islam are not having any freedom. First of all the
Purdha system should be completely abolished. Muslim men shomld
have only one wife. Tasting several days should be reduced.”

"All are achildren of 3od. They why there should ba different
kinds of treatment in religion to the children of God? Any man



with little coamon-sense would not tolerate this.,”

"Religion requires some reformation. But I have no plan

to suggest the line along which it should be done.”

"In some Hindu Tomples animals and birds are sacrificed on
the name of God. Alecohoiic drinks arn offered. UJod never drinks
allechol and eats goats and chickens. Ainy ration being wanted to
stop thin kind of offerings and sacrifice.”

"Every religion teaches universal bratherhood, But where
ie the brotherhood? There is only enemity between relizions and
castes. This shows nobody follows religious principles honestly,
Therefore proper steps should be taken to preach religious doctrines

and people should vwillingly and honestly follow the doctrines.”

"l am not a qualified person to suggest anything about the
raligious reformation.”

"Islam does not require any reformation, It is a3 pure as
a virtuovs lady."

"l have no time to think ebout all thess things."”

*1s lam dows not reyuire any reformation., Decause there is
no idol vorship or sacrifices like Hinduism, There is no caste

4ifferences nor superstitious beliefs.”

"Religious reformation has already taken place several times

in Hinduism. A man can enjoy religious freedom only in Hinduism,



Other religions are wery rigid., He cannot go against the prin-
eiples laid down by the religious authorities. i Hindu becomes a
Christian or a Muslim, But no Christian nor a Muslim becomes a
Hindu, 4 Hindu can stor going tn Temple completely or sven speak
about the evils of Hinduism. The same is not possible in other
religions, Therefore a Hindu enjoys religiocus fresdom in the true

sense and no more reformation is nesded in Hinduism."
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10. Do you agree with the view that properties belonging to
religious institutions should be taken over by the Jovernment?

Jive reasons,

Igble 9,10,
Porcontazo—of the subjects
Type of —————— —————— -—
responses A sos Pos M.8 wW.8 oM P
137 160 98 264 1383 196 a8
Yeos 33,8 40.0 30,8 40,8 £5.8 33,7 33.3
o 57.6 53.1 64.3 33,0 66.1 51.0 82.1
No retponse 8.6 6&9 5.1 e.‘ 8.3 13,3 4.5

- - - L — . W g W S - uy Py -l

The visv that properties belonging to religious institutions
should be taken over by the Government receivesbetter support from
the student: and professional groups. Nearly 33.8 parcent of Arts
40.0 percent of Soience and 30,8 percent of professional students
support this idea. 40,8 percent of men and 95.6 percent of women
students agree with this view. Among the professionals 35.7 peracent
of men and 33.3 peraent of vomen support it., But the support from
the college vwomen and the employed womer is less than the college

nen and the employed men.

But the percentage of the subjeets who disagree with this
view is constiderably high. More than 50 percent of the subhjects
from every group protest it. 867.6 percent of arts, 53,1 pereent

of Ecience and 64,3 percent of professicnal students do not agree
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with the view that properties belonging to religious institutions
should be taken over by the Goverrnment., About 83,0 percent of
men and 66.1 percent of women students are of the same view,

Amnong the professionals 51.0 percent of men and 62.1 percent of
women do not agree with this view. Among the students the profes-
sional student group prot.lt;this view more than the 6thor two
student groups. The subjeots who dizagree with this viev are more
in case of college women and employed women than college men and
employed men, Therefore it seums there iz strong protest from the
vomen groups to this viev. 4.8 percent to 13.3 percent of the

subjects from all groups keep silent about this enquiry.

Some of the comments nmade by the subjects for and against

the viev are given below:

"3Jovernment can take over the properties belonging to relie
glous institutions, if the properties are not properly utilized by
the authorities in religious institutions.,”

*There is lot of misappropriation of Temple properties
everywhere. 1t is right if Covernment scan take tha responsibili-

ties of these properties.”

"The Temple proverty is monopolised by a group of people,
It is public money. Ewverybody should have the right to cheek up
ic.”

“The priests are thinking that they ure thw owners of the
Temple property. They are stealing it 1ittle by little and ulnﬁii$
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for their own purposss, It should be stopped. There is no other

vay to stop this except the Uovernment should take over the

property.”

"Not only the properties belonging to religious institu-
tions, but also overything that belongs to Mutts and Temples should
ths
be under the ocontrol of Government, DBecause the properties are

often misused by the people who are in Temples.,”

"No. 1 disagree with this idea, Relijgion is a private
affair. uvovernment has nothing to do with this,”

"1 strongly protest this view, ¥here is the guarantee that
Jovernsent will maintain the Temple properties properiy. It will
g9 inte the hands of the corrupting Jovernment officials. These
Jovermment officlials are very antagoniztic and 4o not know manners.
They would think all those people vho go to Tample are their
subordinates and treat thes impolitely. It is a great sin even
to suzgest the 1des."

"Heligious institutions should have freedom to utilise
their properties, There should not be any restriction over such

things.”

"Ho. 1 do not agree for this suggestion. The Joverment
officials would swindle the money and spoil the smooth running of

the religlous institutions,”

"Temple is a sacred place, The Jnvernment officials are

\
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the most arrogant and corrupt people in our country. We cannot
imagline what would take place if the properties belonging to reli=-
gious institutions go into the hands of these people.”

"The religious institutions theaselves can manage everything.
There are responsible people connected to the Temple properties

who can manajge® them better thun the Jovermment."

"Freedom of worship would be endangered if the Government

officlals enter in the temple on the name of proper administration,"

"1 think, people in the religious institutions are much more
responeible, moral and intellizent than the (overnment officials
who are nothing but powse- nonﬁers.'

*Peonle may looss Sfnterest in roiiglon if the management of

the institutions gd into the aontrol of the Jovernment."

"There should be some restricstions over the use of the

fabulous wealth of the religious institutions,*

"There will be no 1ife on fastival occasions if religious

institutions are managed by the dovermment.”

"%o. Government gan never understund the spiritlual feelings

of the people.

"The Jovernment also may misuse the Temple properties.”
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11, Froa whom, vhere and when did you receive religious
instrustions when young?

Table 90.1l.

A e e e A A el S g ab @ i o o e A

e - - -

Peroentage of the subjects
Type of - ———— -—— -

responses AL 5.8 PS5 MBS WS P PN
137 160 93 264 133 196 66

Parent:s 46.0 40.8 40.8 43,2 4l.4 38,3 9.4
Teacher (5chool) 21.4 23,1 26,5 17.8 33.8 17.9 ¥PR,7
Priests 5.8 13,1 15.3 13.68 16.6 14.8 21,72
Books 14 5.0 2.0 3,0 3.0 58,1 3.0
Nil 15,1 18,1 14,3 27,3 8.3 23.9 13.6

A T gl w . ey -

Priests occupy the third place in giving religious instrue-
tions to these sublects investizated, The subjects who have
received religious instructions froam priests do not create group
differencaes among themselves excopt the vomen groups. It seeus
that the influence of iriests is more in women groups than the men
groups, with regard to religious instructions. Books do not seem
+0 have so much influence in this, The influence is very little,

only below 5 peroent.

fiome subjeotiin every group did not receive religious
instructions from any source. Nearly 15.1 percent of arts, 18,1

percent of Bolience and 16.3 peroent of professional students say
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that they 414 not receive it, 22.3 percent of men and 5.3 percent
of women have not received religious instruetions, 3.9 percent
of mern and 13.8 percent of vomen professionals had no religious
instructions, There 1s great gmount of sex wvariation in this
senquiry. The percentage of women subjects who did not receive
religious instruction is very less vhen compared to men subjects,
Therefors vomen seem to he more inslined toward religious instrue-

tions than men.

Some of the comments made by the subjectsfor and against

are giveon belows

" Jenerally in our eountry there is no proper arrangement in
the High Schools or Colleges to give moral or religious education

to our students. Only in our literature we get certain ethiecal

teachings,”

"My parents tell me some stories gonnootod with some moral
behavicurs, Thie 1s the instruction 1 have received vhen 1 vas
young.”

"My grand father used to tell me some atories vhen 1l vas
young in which the wicked men were alvays punished. Now I don't
know whether those stories would hbe referred to moral instruction

or religious Anstruction or both.,"”
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17, What do you think are the causes of wmisfortunes in life?

Peraentage of the subjects
Type of - ————— —— -

responses A8 B, PB MSE W8 PM PN
137 160 98 P84 133. 196 @6

A el e S e e e e el e - - - -

Natural sources 33.0 34.4 35.7 33.7 36.8 23,0 36.4
Inado uate knowledze P2.3 925.0 ?7.4 25.8 15.0 20.3 186.7
Insufficient effort 4.5 26,3 29.6 79.6 32,3 43.2 30.3
Jod's displeasure P.4 13.8 13.3 10.2 15.8 13.3 12.1
Evil spirits not

propitiated 0.7 0.6 - 0.8 «a 1.5 4.5

Most of the subjects attribute the causes of misfortunes
to natural foroes, inadequate knowledge and insufficient efforts,
They place more importance only nn the environmental and personal
fastors and not so much on supernatural forces like God's displeasare.
Therefore the popular opinion that the supernatural forces are the
causes of misfortunes in 1ife has not been found out by this

snquiry.
Some of the comments made by the subjects are given below:

"1 never tried to find out the causes of ay misfartunes.

I used to accept my 1ife as it comes.”

o one single cause cannot be hald responsible for our
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mnisfortunes., There may be more than ons reason.,”

1 think, Jod's anger must ba the causa of our misfartune,

Nothing moves in this vorld without the knowledge of Jod.*

"Every misfortune is caused by ignorance. The ignorant man

very often gets into trouble sasily."

*1 have seen pecple speaking of ewil spiritas associating

them to our misfortunes. There seems to ba some truth in it."

"dod sees everything. But waits, Our misfortunes are
within the sight of dod.,"

"There is nothing called misfortune. Lverything ies only
our assumption. Our attempts may succeed sometime? and fail some-
times, ¥We attribute ability to our success and misfortune to our

failure., This is what I conceive about misfortune.”

"In my opinion misfortune is caused by our inadequate
knowledge and insufficient effort., I1If we possess sound knovliedge
and approach the problem carefully there could be no misfortune in

our life."
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13. Has there been any religious persecution in your family?

Igble 9,13,
o Peroentage of the subjects
responses AB BB pP.8 M6 W,E PM PN
137 180 ©8 P64 133 196 48
YOB ? .B e - 1 nl - 2 -0 -
No 777.0 78,1 76.5 78.8 80.5 90.8 78.8
No respinse 0.8 Pl.9 23.56 ?3.2 19.5 7.2 21.2

The subjects who had troubles of religious persecution have
also explained how the calamities have takeu place in their faniliss,

They are given below:

A remark made by » Christian girl, studying in II B.A. aged
18 yeurs.

"1 do not know whether it is persecution in the right sense
or eruelty, My brother's educational career has been spoiled dy
the Hindu Brahmins in his College, because the institution was run
by the Brahmins, One of my aunts, who was vorking as a lecturer
1n3i1milar institution was put to lot of trouble by her Principal

because of her religion.”

u_]{\u
The remark mude by a professional man, He 18 a lawyer, aged

45/bolon¢p to liindu Srahmin community, father of three children.

"Yes. About in 18?1 an uncle of mine participated in a



Dinner where Harijans also were invited. He was excommunicated
by the orthodox Hindu Brahmins and had to suffer a lot., This

sogigl asctracism has completely ruined his 1ife."
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14. Are all religions the same (e.g. different wvays of

reaching God) or do you believe that your religion has any special

or unigque features?

Table 9.14,

Percentage of the su

biects
Type of

responses A8 B, P N8B W.E PM PV
137 160 o8 284 133 196 88

a)
Y“. 61.1 “.‘ 57.1 61.8 &.4 “‘3 67.0
No °8.8 19.4 ?27.5 °P2.0 97.8 P0.5 30.0
No response 17,2 16,3 15,3 16,3 1B8.2 13,2 3.0

b)
Hinduism 5.0 8.0 8,1 6.4 2,0 3,2 8.1
Christianity 17,9 10.6 13,2 9.5 17.8 10.2 16.4
Iolam 8,7 3.8 5.2 6,1 83 6,5 1.8

The peroentage-of-the subjects wvho said that all religions

are the same are bslanginz to different religious groups, The

analysis of the same reveals that more percentage of the Christian

subjoets in every group say that thelr religion has unique features.

The women students seem to De more assertive in this than the men

studonts, 17.5 percent of Christiun women students and 16.4 percent

of employed Christian women say that their religion has speeial
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featuraes while the Christian wmen studerts are only 9.5 percent,
The Muslim group stands in the second place next to Christians.
More percentage of Muslim women students and employed women
attribute special characteristics to their religion. The Hindu
student groups stand last. Only 5 percent of the Arts, Secience
and Professional Hindu students attribute special features to
their religlon. Here the result of the analysis is quite reverse
to the result of the other two groups. More porcent of Hindu men
students (6.4€) say that their religion has unique features, The
[Iindu women students stand behind the men students in this respect,
The professional men and wvomen who say that thelr religion has
special features are in this order., The Christians stand in the
firat place, Muslims the sesond and the Hindus last.

Some of the comments made by the subjects are given belows

P¥o, Hinduism 1s a better religion as far as worship is

anneerned "

"Hindulsm 12 the best religion in the world, Thore is
unlimited freedoa in it, Everyono can have his own vay in praying
to God and in other religious activities,”

"No. Hinduism 18 vest, It is more tolerant than other

religions.”

*Yo. Hinduisn hes special features, 1t is wvery liberal
and also subjected to easy modifigcations.”
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FHo. Christianity has better wvays of praying ardd worshipplng.
The mass prayer inspires svery one Lo forget his personal prejudics
towards raliglon.”

"Ho. Thristlanity is tha only true religiosn in the warld.
Thers vas revalution im LE.7

ALl religlons are ol Lhe same. Man can readh Bod only

through Christianifiy. Lord Christ died for the sake of saving man.
Ha 18 o Saviour of san.®

"W, Catholie religlon has spedsial fostures, It atbrmota
peo;lo belonging to other religions. Miradles are sesn 1o Catholis
religlon. "o other relliglon has trus siracles. Lt has prophets,
1t 1o & prophetie religlon.”

®All religlons are pot ths same. Falwation is pessible enly
in Christiamity.”

"Ghrictianity has speolal featores, 1% has one Ood. 1%
spsalkis af #ln, eonfesslon and Fedsaption.”

“Iolam 18 the only religlon; based on sgieatifiec prineiples.®

"My religion i3 Ialam. It has sany spesial featores. It
bas 0o custe system. Mo ons ean olels that he is miperisr bs snoiher
by birth. Thers 18 one Jod == Allah. Wa ldol warship. o
axpansive rellijlous geremconies.”

®*lalum ha# ualgue features. 1t apeaks of unlversal brather=



* fjo"r flhe
hood, 7This is the reason we see much co-operation among Muslims

than the Hindus and Christtians.”

"l belong to Islam. It has some unique features. It
#llows remarriage. A man is permitied to marry four wives which
is striotly prohibited in oLher religions. There i= algo freedom
to divoree to both wife and husband.”

"1 kxnow only about my religion. 1 do not know anything

'3

aboul: other raligions, ‘rherﬁ cannot answer to your question

perfectly., But I like my religion, Hinduism and never hate other

religions.”
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. 18. Please write a short note giving your general attitude

tovards religion emphasising any special points that you think as
important.

Table 90.15,

Peroentage of the subjects
Type of

responses A8 B85 P8 M5 W.,E P PN
1377 160 98 P64 133 196 68

- . L] e =P G = ab -

1. Religion is an important

llpllﬂt Of 11’. 11 -5 8.9 1102 9.1 12.8 16.3 15.2
2. Religion is full of

3. Religion 1s a solace
to’frustrated 7.9 8.9 1.0.2 4.9 13.5 4,1 6.1

4. Religion promotes unity
among jeaple 4,3 6.0 3,1 85,3 2.3 3.‘ 3,0

5. dod is th. Suprﬂ. Powver 10.1 11.2 :B.? 7'2 15.8 9.2 18.0

é. Religion should work for
social and cultural
development and should
UDliﬁ the poor 2.2 1.9 4.1 P.? ‘-3 ‘.e 3.0

7. Keligion needs certain
changes with regard to
prayer and worship 4,3 6,2 3.1 4.9 4,85 7.6 7.6

8. Keligion i3 purely a
personal affalr 58 8,1 8.2 8,3 5.3 9.7 4.6

9. 1 do not bother about
relizion, vhether it

dies or survives 10.3 9.4 7,1 9.5 9.0 4.6 3.0
10. Religion preaches but

never practices 7.2 6,0 3.1 6.8 2,3 8.1 7.6
11. There should be an end

of all religions 8.5 8.4 B5.1) 6.7 8,0 4.8 3.0

12, %o response 23.7 ?2.8 31.6 30.3 18.0 14.9 30.3
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Only a fev subjects from all groups think that religion
promotes unity among the people. 7The percentage of the subjects
who think that religion is a unifying force fall between 2.3 and
5.3 only,

Some of the subjects place more importanoce on Jod vhen
they were asked to vrite a short note about their attitude towvards
relijion. According to their statements GJod is the Siupreme Pover.
Rearly 12,1 percent of Arts, 11.? percent of Science and 8.2 per
sent of Professional students say that God is Supreme rower, 7.2
percont of men and 15,8 percent of women students assoclate God's
supromacy within their attitude toward religion, Among the pro-
fessionals 9.2 percent of men and 12,0 percent of women think Jod
is the Sﬁpraﬂ. Fover. The Science, and Arts students seem to be
little more than the Frofessional students in attributing Supreme
Power to Jod. The ocollege women and the employed women accept
that God is the Supreme Power more than the College men and
employed men., The women's attitude toward reli:iion seeas to stress

Suprome Power to God.

& fow sublects froa each group are not satisfied vith the
activities of the present religion. They are of the viev that
religion z2.ould vork for the welfare of the people and for the
social and cultural development and for the uplift of the poor,
Thoss subjects wvho support this view are 2.2 percent of Arts,
1.9 percent of Science and 4.1 percent of professional students,
About 2,7 percent of men ard 2,3 percent women students express

their opinion in the same line. 4.6 percent of men and 3,0 pereent
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of women professionals are not satisfied with the activities of
religion.

The present way of prayer and worship do not satisfy some
subjects. They need some change in these matters of religious
14fe. Nearly 4,3 percent of Arts, 6.7 peroent of Science and 3,1
percent of Professional students need some change with regard to
prayer and vorship, 4.9 percent of men and 4.5 parcent of women
students welcome ghanges in prayer and worship, Bimilarly 7.6
percant of men and wvomen professiorals want some changes in the
religious life.

Some people are of the view that religion is a persomal
affair, There should be no atmpulsion or rigit principles that
one should follow them stricetly. They are of the view that men
should have freedom of prayer or worship. About 5.8 percent of
Arts, 8.1 percent of S8cience and 8.2 percent of professional
students are of this view, Nearly 8.8 percent of men and 5,3 per
oent of women students think that religion 1s g personal affair.
9.7 percent of men and 4.6 percent of women professionals tell the
name thing. The Science and Frofessional students think equally
in the same line more than the Arts studsnts that religion is a
personal affair., The men students and man prnfessionals seem to
support this view more than the women groups. Therefore men seem

to be more free from the religious bindings than women,

A few of the subjects seem to be not worried about their
religious life. They say that do not bother whether religion is
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good or bad, dies or survives, Therefore they have nothing to
axpreoss. Nearly 10.8 percent of Arts 9.4 percent of Soience and
7.1 percent of Professional students say that th‘y do not bother
about religion, whether it dies or survives, 9.5 percent of men
and 9.0 percent of women reveal the same opinion. Among the pro-
fessionals 4.8 percent of men and 3.0 paorcent of women do not
bother about religion., There is clear distinetion between the
student groups and the profetsional groups. The professional
subjects who say that they do not bother about religion are very
1ittle when compared to the student sudbjects.

Thosa who dhd not express their opinion are 23.7 peroent
of Arts 22.5 percent of Soience and 31 .8 peroent of professional
atudents, Nearly 30.3 percent of men and 18,0 percent of women
students kept silent to this, &o also 19.9 percent of mon and
30.2 percent of women professionals did not respond to this enquiry.

Eome of the comments made by the subjects are given belows

"Religion should be one's private affair, WNo one at any

level should have control over the another person."

"] like my religion but at the same time 1 never hate other

religions."

"Religlon provides mental satisfaction when We are in

distressed state.”

"People's attention should not be diverted to religion. It
prevents the progress in life. It leads to laziness. Man looses
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his rational thinking. He places every responsibility upon God
and spends his noney to win the favour of his God. But (od never
bestows him with anything. Therefore it is only waste of time

and noney. This practice must be stopped.”

"Religion is a way of 1life. 1ts importance is felt in
avery aspect of our 1ife. 1t helps man to lead a calm and contended
life. FEvery eivilized man should follow some religious prineciple.
‘PoruonCIIY. 1l coneider that religion is very useful and important
aspeat of life.”

" ewligion regulates human beings into right path,”

"Religion has curative value, It purifies the mind of man.
We forget all our worries and troubles vhen we pray to Jod or at
the time of taking part in some roligious activitlies. We enjoy
the religious festivals with our relatives and friends. We wear
new dress and eat good dinner, go for short excurszion eta. I 1like
this kind of 1life."

"Personally 1 have nothing to say. I like all religions.
But religior should help a man to develop his moral and intellec-
tual aspect of life. Then only its importance would be realized
by the people.”

"Every religion preaches universsl brotherhood or friendli-
ness, but we do not see either brotherhood or friendliness anyvhere,
We see only conflicts, quarrels, fightings, tensions and so on,

Lf religion really promotes brotherhood or friendliness why there
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should be guarrels?”

"1 hate the religions like anything. All religions must
e put down immediately.”

"There is no religion without God. <God is the Suprese
Fower. He 1s the cause of everything in this world., Wothing in
the world can exist without his good-will. We must pray to Him
averyday to bliss us with noble thought.®



X1, Analysis of answers to Questionnaire III.

l. God is the Creator of the Universe.

---------- Percentage of ;ho smubjects B
Type of S ————————— -
responses A.B B.8 P.B M.8 w.B P.M P.W
137 160 98 P84 133 198 66
Agree 81 85 20 78 97 82 89
Pisagree 19 15 10 on 3 18 11

?. God can reveal himself to ue thrrugh incarnations.

Pnrcontaze of the lubjoctl
Type of —me—e -
responses AS 8.8 P.B M.3 W.8 P.H P
Agreo s7 62 68 57 70 88 &3
Disagree 43 a8 as 40 30 42 37

3. Jod takes active interest in the affairs of man,

Poreontago of the subjects
Type of responged  cecccccccccccccccccccace- e caccccce—a——-
AB 8.5 P S M.B W.5 .M P.W
Agreo 70 a7 70 é? 87 g7 77
Disagree 30 a3 30 39 13 43 23

1 - - - - - R S S R e R R - -




4. God does not exist,

Type of responses

266

Percentage of the subjects

A8 8.8 P.BE M.B WeE P.MX PV
Agree 17 13 9 18 3 21 L
Disajgree 8 87 1°) § a2 97 79 98

. God hap ths pover to suspend the laws of nature and

perform miracles.

Type of responses

ADS
Agree 73
Disagreo 27

Poroonta;o of the vubj.cts

- G- e . -

5.8 P.B H.S H.B

73 74 és8 a8

PM P.¥
a7 27
a3 73

Some of the comments made by the subjects are given delow:

"Jod is all powerful.

"There is a Supreme Pover,.

He oan do anything.”

it is Uod."

"Some Supernatural events are taking place somevhere in

this world.

it is something beyond the comprehension of man,"

"I have strong faith in the existence of God,”

1 am not sure vhether it is played by God or nol. BPut
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*30d has the power to destroy anything and recreate the
same thing."

"God has oreated everything,”
"dod does not exist for those who are oruel and immortal.”

*1 am of the opinion that Nature is CJod, which would never
act according to our will and pleasure.”

"1 think that God is only a conception., 1f He exists,

thers must be some rational means to know His."

"God never reveals Himself to us through any other means.”

®dod is nothing but oreation of man,”

"1 never bother whether there is God or not, If we are good
at our heart God has nothing to do with it.”

"There 18 no God, The existence of Jod has not been proved
by anybody. God exists only in logical inferences. Inferences

ATe not always true.”

Everything in the day-to-day life 1is smoothly goling on
without the presenace of Jod. We could solve our problems without
his help or guidance. Why should we think of a being which 1is
beyond our understanding and attribute all our successes to His
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6. Death is not the end of our 1ife. Our personality

continues in scme form in scme place or other,

Percentage of the sudjects
Iype of responses - —— Jpp——

AS B85 P8 ME W,E PM PV

Agree 64 ée 50 59 65 és a1l
Disagzree a8 38 41 41 as 35 30

- - - - -—- - - -

7. The idea of heaven has been inventesd as a compensation
for the hardships of this world.

- - - -—— e - - e e ol

Percentige of the subjects

Type of responses ———eew—- - -
AS 8.8 P8 ME W.E P P.W

- o - - -—— —— - .- - o -

Agres & 568 51 49 81 47 48
Disagree 48 44 40 51 9 53 85

8. Future life vill be exactly on the same line as the

presant,

Percentage of the sudjects
Type of responses e ——————————— - ————— T e e e et 0 0 e e -
A8 B8 PSS M5 WS PM PV

- ey - - - - - e D T -

Agres 68 73 K 64 () a3 8l
Disagree 34 27 27 36 27 37 19

- M e D e -
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9. The Joys of Heaven are purer and more spiritual than
those of this world.

- e ghan-as an db e 40 g9 an gp S T en wl-ai A o ol S U - u - o gy D S Sy S S A e A S -

Percentage of the subjeats

Type of responses

" AB 6.5 P.S M.B W.3 P.M P

- e S-NED v an Eb e e i e A

Agree ) 64 o 56 29 87 73
Disagree 3l a8 3 44 11 43 27

ey b O -y e

10, After death good people go to Heaven and bad people go
to Hell.

D D ey ey oy @ oy el o» of oy o ap o ap B ay ) S5 S e wl . T .y g L 2 T 1 ]

Percentage of the subjoctl—

Type of responses

A B.8 P8 M8 W,8 P.M P

- - - -y e -l - -

Agree 56 53 63 49 70 61 a8
Disagree 44 47 a7 51 30 49 45

Bome of the comments made by the nublects are given belows

"1t is not correct to say that good people go to Heaven and
bad people go to Hell, Christ told the dying thiesf "to-day thou
shalt be with me in paradise. ©St.luke.P3:43."

*1 have no faith in Heavenly or celestial bacioe, living in

some part of the Universe."

FThere i8 no rational means to imagine about our life after
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death. The body is destroyed and we do not see anything after the
body nor we have any contact with the dead men, Where is ths
evidengce to prave that life exists after dsath,”

"There is no such places called Heaven égg Hell exoept that
good person may attain the stage of removing his future birth and
the bad person may be born again in this world. There is no cther
world than this world."

"Neither Heaven above nor Hell belov are true.”

" Everywhere we can see Heaven and Hell according to our

thought and action,”

"¥o two religions explain the idea of Heaven and Hell in the
same way. Every religion conceives it in a different vay. The
explanation for life after death is very vague in all religions.

1 do mot agree with any of the ideas given in this section."

"1 think, Heaven, Hell, future 1ife, rebirth are all intended
by man 1n order to regulate human bshaviour in a right path,

11. Priests have played an important part in the development
of religious 1ife by helping the people to understand Jod.

nsgin dun. rrpp——— - -

Percentage of the subjeots
Type of responses R D -
A8 ©&,B P,B M5 W, PM P.W

-— T i W iy D gt gl S e W S

Agree 68 7 39 65 a7 63 &
Disagree 4 29 3l 35 33 37 3l

- - - -—up - -l oy wh W g i g g A ap
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12. Priests by their example of simple and pious living have

made religion a reaglity to the common man.

Percentage of the subjeocts
Type of responses -— - —en————

AS B8,8 PE M8 W, P.MH PV

. . -

Agree 60 66 83 59 70 57 88
Disagree 40 34 o7 41 30 43 45

13. Priests are unnecessary.

§¢rccntn¢o of the subjects
Type of resSponses e—crccacacwecceaca cmcecccmsea=

A.s sis P.B Hoa w.s P'H P.w

AZTee 51 86 53 45 70 87 as
Disagree 49 45 47 58 30 43 as

- e s D G e G e e DS e O 9SG TS S e en

Percentage of tg; subjects
Type of responses - ——— ———a——- -
A.ﬁ S.b P.B Hls U.ﬁ P.H P.H

Agree 48 51 56 43 64 41 52

Disagros a2 49 44 55 36 59 48
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15, Priests have guarded enriched and interpreted religious

custon and tradition,

Percentage of the subjects
Type of responses T T e T

A.s BOS P.s ".8 “.s P.u P.w

A D e e el WD gl it - - -

Agres 64 58 64 57 71 63 8l
Disagree 38 42 36 43 29 47 K

-y S b O SR S e S el S e (I G s T W g, T S S S D A - g 4l s,

The role of priests in the religious 1life of human beings
is very great, Peopla are having both direct and indirect econtacts
with the priests in one way or other. Therefore it is also g
matter for study in the religious behaviour of an Indian subject,
In this investigation majority of the subjects from every group
have gocepted the important role playsd by the priests and their
simple and pious living, their enrichment and interpreation of
religious custom and tradition., But at the same time 51 percent of
Arts, 35 percent of Sglence and 83 percent of professional students
say that priests are unnecessary in Temple, Church or Mosque,
45 percent of men students did not ggree with this view but 70 per
eont of women students and 85 percent of women professionals say

that priests are unnecessary.

The view, “Priests have exploited religion in order to keep
their powver"” also receive more support from the college wonen and
employod women than from the college men and employed men. There

is more pro-religious response to all the guestion ineluding the
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future 1life from the wvomen groups. But with regard to the power
of priests and their necessity in Temple, Church or Mosgue they
strongly protest, The women groups agree with the view that
priests have exploited religion. The men groups did not support
their wviev. The reason may bse this. FPriests in every religion
are men and religious institutions are mainly dominated by‘tho
male seXx only. The women community might have been exploited by
this priests community. 5o the women groups strongly protast this,
But at the zame time, it 1% also possible that men groups do not

want to betray their own sex hera,

Some of the comments made by the subjects are given belows
Ve
"Priests like His RHoliness Sankaracharya and other Saints

by their simple living and high thinking have done much to the
development of religious life. Han's spiritugl 11fe has besone

perfect and complete by the pure vark done by these saints and

seors.”

"1t i3 true that some priests have exploited religion for

thelr own good.,"

"For a very long time priests were the 5uardiaﬁs of religion.
They taught people moral prineciples and guided neople in a right
vay. But now they turned to evil ways. They svindle the Temple
propsrty, seduce ladies;, drink aleohol and eat mutton and what not.
That is wvhy peopls began to hate them. At the same time people
never deny the good work done by them in the years past. Therefore
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it is the duty of the people to see that either the priestly class
should turn to right ways or they should be removed from the places

of vorship."

"Only vith the help of priests we can have right knowledge
about religion.”

"Priests are also human beings like us and they themselves

are not perfeot in life.”

*"The priestly olass should bde abolished since it has become
a vay of life.”

"It is easy to speak the evils of priesthood, but we fail
to imagine wvhat would take place if there were no priests in the
placea of worship. There will be a lot of coafusion particularly
in Hindu Temples and there could be no orderly way of worship or
prayer. Some images in every Temple requires cxplaration. Who
will do this? Therefore in my viev priests are absolutely necessary

in places of vorship.

16, The devil i3 real and does exist,

Percentaze of the mubjects
A8 B35 PB M5 WS P.M P.W

- e S - -y Pup—— - -

Type of responses

Agres 46 40 44 39 51 38 a3
Disagree 54 60 56 81 49 64 a7

- v e S o e - A A A S ol S ety S W i D A S - e on =m on .y U D
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17. The devil is merely a symbolization of one side of our

naturae,

Porcoﬁgago of the subjeots
Type of responses - v -

ABS 8.8 P8 M8 WSE PM PN

Agree 39 a6 43 as 45 35 4
Disagree 6l 64 57 as 86 s 68

18, There is a spirit world beside the material wvorld
peoplad by good and bad spirits,

i e g - e ey T R T e S any

Por;ontago of the subjeots
Typ. 1Df r'.pon’.' L S S - D T - - =

heS B8 PHE HE WS PM PNV

- Sy -

Agree 51 47 54 48 &9 48 a8
Disagree 49 83 46 85 41 ar G4

- D g b e D Sl s - - -

19. Epirits can visit the earth and sometimes hold communi-

oations with men,

Percentage of the subjects
Type of responses -— -

A'B 6.8 PS M8 W,8 PM PN

Agree a8 33 a7 as 51 43 38
Disagree &2 a7 a3 as 49 57 62
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20. It is not possible for man to have any contsot with
the spirit vorld.

Percentage of the subjects
Type of responses e - S,

A.B a.s P.S H.S H.S p.u p.w

Agree 60 88 a5 84 81 58 88
Disagree 40 44 35 a6 49 42 45

The existence of spirits and spirit world 4id not receiwve
much support from the student and professional groups. But g1 per
sont of the women students aoccept the existence of spirits and say
that s;irits oan visit the earth. The same views have been |
rejeoted by the other groups. 81 percent of the Arts, 54 percent
of the professional students acoept the existence of the spirit
world, And 58 percent Af the women student:s accept that spirit can
visit the earth., The professional men and vomen disapprove all the

views with regard to the spirits and epirit wvorld,
Some of the comments made Ly the subjects are given below:

*"There is no possibility for a being called Devil that

interferes in the 1life nf man.”
"There is no spirit world as far as I knovw,"

"In ocur village we pray to spirits. WYe Lelieve that the
spirits enter the body of a person and that person is ealled
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spirit-inspired. 8Spirits inspire young children also. We have a
strong belief that vhenever we are in trouble God wvould come down

to help us in any form at any time."

"] think that Devil is only the evil nature of human beings
invented to correct peoples' thought and action.”

"Modern scientifiec world anuld not tolerats such things as
Devils, Bpirits and their aontact with human beings.”

21. Prayer 11 g mean of establishing contact between God and
man,

D g G S S b w  E ay - -

Peroentage of the subjects
ALS 65,8 P.S M.8 W.B PN P

Type of responses

il el il D S

Agree 83 84 91 78 96 78 21
Disagree 17 16 9 ?? 4 26 9

29, It is a vaste of time to pray to dod,

Percentage of th.-l;hjietl
Type ol responses -— —

AB B.S P8 M8 W.E P.M P.W

- RN wm A g e e e P S e o - —— - - e e an W

Agreo 186 13 8 18 1 18 2
Disagree as 87 o4 82 99 84 o8
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23, God does not ansver our pravers,

Paro;ntaso of the subjects
Type of responses -
yP pon AB 65,86 PHE M W, PM P

Agres 29 21 20 29 8 30 10
" Disagree 7 79 B8 71 94 70 81

?4. Fanily prayer should be an important part of our daily

routine of domestic life.

Percentage of the subjects
Type of responses - o
AB B, PSS HE W.E PM PV

Agree 77 81 a3 73 03 74 78
Disagree 723 19 17 27 7 24 22

258, VWe must continue to pray even though there may not be
any immediate response from Qod.

Py S - -

Percentage of the subjects
Type of responses - - -
A‘B 808 p.a H.s H.S P.K P.H

Agree 83 87 90 82 o7 83 23
Disagree 17 13 10 18 3 17 7
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Prayer seeas to be the most important aspeot of the reli-
gious life of human beings. The purpose of prayer, the n.oalstty
of prayor,*rolponso to prayer, the importance of prayer and rovard
for prayer have been realized by both the student and professional
subjects. More than 83 percent of Arts, Science and Professional
students say that praysr establishes contact between Qod and man.
78 percent of college men and 96 percent of college vomen answver
favourably. 78 percent of professional men and 91 peraent of

professional women favourably respond to prayer.

More than 84 peroent of the subjects on the whole disagres
with the view that praying to God 1s a vaste of time. The women
groups, student and emplnyed completely disagree with this view,
99 porcont of women students and 98 perscent of women professionals
ansver favourably. More than 78 percent of the arts, Science and
professional students reject the view that God does not ansver our
prayer. among the professionals 70 percent of men and 81 pereent
of women disagree with this view, The highest responses are in
the order of professionsl, Ecience and Arts students in all five
yuestions indicating that the professional students ocoupy the
first place in responding to prayer favouradbly, the science
students the second place and the Arts students the last.

The iaportance of family prayer has been acoepted by more
than 77 perocent of Arts, Seience and professional students. Yearly
73 perasnt of men and 93 peroent of women students say that family
prayer is important. Hore than 74 percent of professional men and

women agree with the view that family prayer is important. The
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vomen students like the family prayer very much, much more than

the smployed vomen.

Most of the sublects wish to sontinue their prayer even
though there may not be any immediate response to it, Nearly 83
percent of Arts, 89 percent of Science and 90 percent of profes-
sional students are willing to eontinue their praysr. 82 percent
of men and 97 percent of women students tell the same thing. Among
the professionals 83 percent of men and 93 peroent of women wish
to continue their prayer even though there may not be any immediate
response from God. The highest favourable responses from the
students are in the order of professional, Science and Arts. The
women students are more favourable to thia than the professional
women., The women students in all five gquestions in this section

oscupy the first place in seoring pro-responses.
Some of the comments made by the subjects are given belownn

"After praving to Gnd 1 feel some kind of satisfaction as
if 1 have achieved some great thing. Prayer also purifies our

nind, Rveryone of us can realise the saze.”

“Frayer is a mental aotivity through which we can appeal to
God whatever wve want."

"Frayer reliaeves mental unrest.”
*"If we want the blessings of Jod we must pray to Him."

"1 never felt anytime that prayer 1s a waste of time."
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"] do not pray to a Ood who helps a man because he prays
Him.”

“pbrayer is ay duty. 1 do not expeot what fruit I will get
out of it. Does not matter even if 1 4o not get any reward for
it, but 1 will continue my prayer.”

26. Regular attendance at Temple or Church or Hosque ia
helpful to religious life.

Al S T e T e g e W S Sy S P I Gt S A g - e

Percentage of the subjects
Type of reaponses ———— - ————— -
A.B 8.8 P.8 "B W.S P PW

L T 1 1 1 -—— - - -— ___'

Agree 88 a4 a7 ¢/ 74 63 73
Disagree 2 | as a3 40 74 37 27

- A g P S

27. The S8acred books are useful in giving jguidance in the
daily sonduot of life.

_— - - - - M v W S g rp——

Percentage of the subjects
Type of responses

A8 5,8 PS M. W8 P.N P.W

hadad L] o W rnam -

e

Agree 91 g6 90 a7 98 84 o3

Disagree 0 4 10 13 4 16 7

e gy SR AR 4 ) A - -
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28, Religious festivals and processions serve useful social

and psychological purposes by drawing people together and providing
smotional outlets,

Percentage of the :;bjocta
Type of responses

A 8.8 P ME WE PM PN

Agree T8 80 78 78 84 84 81
Disagree 24 20 e 26 18 16 19

29. In the modern world religious ideas can be replaced by
scientific truths.

- - e, S o i - S Sy S e

-— ey g oy Sy

Percentage of the subjects
4.8 B P.5 M8 W.S P.M  PoW

Type of responses -

Agres 41 48 48 50 an 49 39
Disagree 89 &2 §e 80 82 81 8l

30. Ve can lead a blameless moral life even without the
help of Jdod trusting in our own power.

o - - ———

Peroentage of the subjsats

4B 6.8 P.E HU.B W.& PM  Pu¥

Type of responses

Agree 39 %] M 44 19 54 39
Disagree 81 a0 . ] 56 81 48 4l

- s wn .

- - e - - -
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This section i3 mainly devoted to formal religion. It
received much better support from student and prafessional groups.
flearly 66 peroent of Arts, 64 percent of Solence and 77 percent of
professional students say that regular attendance at Temple, Chureh
or Mosgue is helpful to reltigious life. 60 percent of men and 76
peracent of women students support this view, TFrom the professional

group 63 percent of men and 73 percent of women desire to have
regular attendance., Dut there 18 alsoc a tendency among some

students and professionuls not to attend regularly. More than
38 persent of the students from each group do not wish regular

attendance.

The SBacred books drav a good deal of sttention of the
subjects from every group. 91 percent of thé Arts, 96 percent of
Solence and 90 percent of professional students think that sacred
books are useful. 87 percent of men and P8 percent of women
students need the sacred books for guidanece. About S84 percent of
men and 93 peraent of women professionals admit that saored books
are usoful in giving guidance in the daily conduet of 1ife.

Religious festival is an occasion vwhich ¢ould provide some
ooportunity for the people to spend the time pleasurely. More
than 70 percent of the Arts, Science and Professional students
admit the idea that religious festivals and processions serve some
useful purposes. 75 percent of men and 84 percent of women students
agree with the same view. About 84 percent of men and 81 percent
of vomen professionals support this idea. The two women groups do

not show much difference in their views as in other views. The
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professional women seem to shov lesser interest in this view than
the professional men.

The opinion that religious ideas oan be replaced by seien-
tifie truths has been rejscted by 50 to 62 peroent of the subjects
from the ptudont and professional groups.

The opinion that we can lead a blameless moral life even
without the help of God trusting in our own power has been disagreed
by most of the subjects. About 61 peroent of professional students
disapyrove this idea. 58 percent of men ard 81 percent of women
students say that we cannot lead a blameless moral life without the
help of God. Among the professionals 54 percent of men say that
we can lead a blameless morgl 1ife without the help of 3od. But
31 percent of women professionals disagree with this view., One
important thing in this question is that the professional men's
decision is quite eontrary to the decisions of the other groups,

This decision of the professional men may be due to age-experience
and confidence in 1ife.

Some of the comments made by the subjects are given below;

"Religion has done many good things to man, The moral
values are preserved and the unity of the people is maintained dy
religion only. Neligion taught man self-control, purity in thought,
spesch and action and other virtues. But religion is slovly
loosing its hold at the present time due to various reasons vhigh
1 am not explaining here."
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"gdod, Religion, Heaven, Hell, Devil, etc. are all only man's
imagination. I1f Qod is true and good why should He permit evils
in the world? Why there are sruel people? Why should Jod see

peopla dying of starvation, disease, persecution and suicide?

Could he not stop all these if He is really all powerful?

"Prayer, Bacred books and other religious activitiaes sooth

our mind when we are in misery. When we are in a state of depres-

sion ve seek refuge in praying to God, reading Sucred books or

going to Teaple or meeting religious teachers and listening to

their discussions., All these suggest one thing. Han seems to

have invented all these things for his mental 1ife."

®In this analysis the two positive views (strongly agree and
agree) and the two negative views (strongly disagree and
disagres) have been taken as one positive viev (agrees) and
one Negative view (disagree). The neutral views have been

split into two, one wvas added to the positive view and the
other to the negatiwve,



