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CEHAPTER X

BUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS.

(Thl present research is directed towards ths assessment of
religious and related attitudes of student and professional groups
in South India. Its chief aims are to determine fastors vhich are
involved in the organization of religious life of the subjeats, to
gcorrelate the religious attitude wvith the radical-conservative
attitude and to measure the influence of certain variables vhieh
are presumed to have an effect on this nttitudo.)

{Tho study tested the general hypotheses that student groups
nay differ in their religious attitudes as a result of taking up
different eourses of study in Colleges and Universities. It also
tested the influence of sosio-economic-oultural and ococupational
eonditions on the religious attitude. The influence of age, profes-

sional experience, sex and systematic religious education vas alse
examined. )

L. ANALYSLS OF ANBVERS - FACTORIAL.

In the process of extracting factors Thurstone's complete
centroid method has been employed and the technigue used is the
'R!' teshnique,

With regard to the sufficienay of factors Tucker's phi has
been used as oriterion. According to this oriterion three signifi-
cant factors have been extracted from the correlation matrix for

both student and professional groups (tables 7.8 and 7.9).
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Three orthogonal rotations have been made in order to obtain
psychological significance to the factors, The three faotors for
the student group are Heligionism, Overt Religionism and Spiritism
(table 7.10) and for the professional the three factors are
Rational Theism, Bpiritualisa and Transcendentalism (table 7.11),

a) Btudent Qroups

The first factor (table 7.12) for the student group eovers
all aspects of religious life. Belief in God, Future Life, Priests,
Bpirit World, Personsl Religion, Formal leliglon and Keligion and
Tradition are important aspects in the student religious life. ZThe
student wvho scores highly on this factor rejects certain views
vhish have materialistic interpretations. 8ignifieant loadings on
the fitems of these areas suggest that there is a common element in

the students religious attitude which san be named as Religionisy.

The seocond factor (table 7.13) has significant loadings oa
items dealing vith Priests, regular attendance at Temple or Chureh,
religious festivals and processions, replaoement of religion with
seientifio truths and Religion and Tradition., This mainly deals
vith the performance aspect of religion. The Priests perfora all
kinds of Teligious duties. People go to Churoh or Temple, take
part in religious festivals and processions and other activities,
The student who seores highly on this factor aceepts the cognisable
aspect of religion., For example, he sees the Priests in Temple or
Church, he visits Temple or Chureh and finds pleasure in taking

part in religious festivals and progessions., He 13 not interested
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in the metaphysical aspect of religion. Therefore this faetor 1is
termed as Overt Religionism,

The third faotor (table 7.14) has significant projections
only on three items (16, 18 and 19) vhich deal with the Spirit
World. The student who scores highly on this factor does not ocare
for any other aspect of religion except for the Bpirit World, He
believes in the existence of Devil, Bpirit World and says that
Bpirits can visit the earth and ocan have sommunication with man,
8o this faoctor is named as Spiritism,

B) Professional Grompt

The first factor (table 7.15) for the professional group
insludes in the main all items relating to the belief in God,
Future 1life, Priests, Personal Religlon, Formal Religion and Reli-
glon and Tradition. (&h&s group includes all aspects of religion
in the first factor exoept the Spirit world,;’rho professiongl who
soores highly on this fagtor does noti score significantly on sceial
attitudes exeept Religion and Tradition (item 35). He disapproves
of the existence of Heaven and Future Life. He feels that priests
are unnecessary and say® that they have exploited religion in order
to keer their power, but at the same time recognises their serviee
to humanity. He completely rejecte the Spirit World and gives
importance to Personal Religion and Yormal Religion. He seens to
be more rational than the student group in his religious attitude.
Therefore it 1s termed as Rational Thcimn.j

The second factor (table 7.16) for the professional growp
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;ovorl mainly Priests and Spirit World and tvo items on Future Life
and one item on Formal Religion (item 268). The professional who
scores highly on this factor says that after death good people go
to Heaven and bad people go to Hell and the Joys of Heaven are
purer than those of this uorld;} He fooli the necessity of Priests
in Temple or Church and resognises the services of the Priests but
rejecty the view that they have enriched religion, He also dis-

approves the terrestrial explanation of the 8pirit World. Therefore

it can be named as Bpipitualiss.

{rho third fastor (table 7,17) covers the arsas of belief in
God, Heaven, the existence of the Devil, the importance of prayer,
the place of God in man's moral 1ife. The professional who scores
highly on this faotor acocepts everything about God, but rejeets
incarnation. He approves of the Joys of Heaven and the sxistenae
of the Devil, Prayer for him is one of the important aspects of
religious 1ife. He wishes to eontinue to pray even though there
may not be any immediate response from God, He says that religion
cannol be replaced by scientific truths., God's help is essential
for his moral 1life, On the whole he believes in supernatural

thingl“T?Thcroforo it 15 named as Transgendentalism.
Al ANALYOLS OF ANGWYRE -- QUANTITATINE
a) Btudent Oroup:
In the Radicalima-Conservatisam test the Arts, Seience and

Professional students score the lowest 2.10, 1.93 and 2,09 respec-
tively for the obaervation of Law. The popular opinion is that
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;tudonta on the whole, partisularly the Eeience and Professional
students are always radical and inslined to break avay from existing
laws, customs and traditions. But in this enquiry they are found

to be supporting the same, |

There 13 some difference between men students and women
students in their attitude to Law, The men students scere lovest
(2.08) for the observance and the women studenis score 1.93 and

seenx to be more conservative thar the mer students in this.

All these groups of students (Arts, Science and Frofessional)
socored oonsistently lowv marks for Nature of God and Personal
Religion {(table B.2) and secored consistently higher marks for
Priesthood and the 8pirit World, thus showing that they are highly
favourable towvards belief in Jod and Personal Heligion and not mmeh
favourable toward Priests and Splrit World, All threa groups scored

moderately for Future Life and more wmoderately for Formal Heligion
(t&bl. 802) 'Y

-

, Men and Women students differ in their religious attitudes.
Men students are extremely favourable towards helilief in God and
Women students are extremely favourable toward Prayer and Worship
(Persoral Keligion). Both groups are completely in agreement in
the unfavourable attitude towards the Bpirit World. Their scores
on Formal Heligion 18 very moderate (table 8.2).3

The mumber of items vhich received the average scores balow
two are more in Personal Religion and 1ittie less in Nature of Qod

and Formal Religion. Almost all the items on 8pirit World received
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;ho average scores more than three. Few items on Priests reseived
nore than three. This shows that the student group is more inalined
toward Jod, Prayer, Sacred Books, Church or Tempie than Spirit
World, Puture Life, Heaven, Hell and Priests (table B.2).¥

fimhnro is a positive ocorrelation between religion and
gonservatisa, + 5487 for Arts students (both men and women) +.3861
for BSelence students (both men and women) and +.4740 for Profes-
sional students (both men and women) (table 8.3), )

On 4ividing the student zroup on the basis of sex 1t has
been observed that there is high positive eorrelation between the -
scoras in religion and redica.isu-conservatism +.4843 for men

students. Por woamen students it 18 +.1018 (table 8.4).

There 12 high positive corrc¢l.ation betwesn the test asores
in religion and radicalism-conservatism +.5838 for Arts men students,
+ .380 for Science men students and +,52848 for Professional men v
gtudents. Here again the sams rank order as in gorrelation is

chtained -- Arts, Professional and Scienca (table 8.5),

The women students definitely differ from men students in
their test scores in religion and radicalism-gonservatism and their
gorrelation coefficient is very lov (table 8.,4), But on elassi-
fying the women student group on the basis of Faculty every group
differs from other group. There is a positive correlation between
the test scores in religion and radicalism-conserxatism +.3376 for
Arts vomen students, +.2433 for Professional vomen students and

negative and almost nil -.0088 for Soleuce women students (table 8.6).



‘ 292

iost secores betwveen religion and radicalism-eonservatisa do not
seem to correlate so much for Seiense vomen students on the whels,
The same conolusion applies for both SBeisnce men students and Women
students (tables 8,3, 8.5 and 8.6),

(:?tudontl' religious attitudes seem to wvary on the bgsis of
tha courses of study they do in Colleges and Universities on the
Religious attitude Saale. The professional students score 74,17,
the Belence students 78,10 and the arts students 75.88 (tadle 8.8).)

f Men students belonging to different courses of study differ
in their religicus attitudes as measured by the Religious attitude
sealo.} The Professional men students seore 76.73, ths Seience men
students 83,97 and the Arts men students 80,04, The 4difference
between the Professional and Science men students is significant
at .0b level (tables 8.12, 8.13 and 8,14), But in the ocase of
women studerits the result is quite different from men students.
The Saience vomen students (60.49) are most inclined towards Religlen,
the Professional women students (68,55) are least inclined and the
Arts women students (83.24) come in botwoaq)(tablol 8.15, 8,16 and

8.17). %tThe difference between Arts and Sclence wvomen students is

5. Significant at .01l level and betweén Seience and Professiomal vomen

“&?donts at .05 level (table 8.17).
b,

{ !h¢ rural and urban background of the subjects seams to have

1
-

 rr.et upon the religious attitudes, Students coming from

%ﬂ are more religious than the students coming from towns and
4%%{} The ocity group (63,13) is the most religious, the village

Co
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group (80.04) the least and the town group (73.68) intermediate
(tabls 8.12). The difference between tho three groups is signifi-
cant at .001 level (table 8,19). The differensce betwveen the village
and town groups is significant at .01 level, detveen village and
eity groups at .001 level and between town and eity groups at .08
level (table 8,20). The popular opinion that the rural peaple are
more roeligious than the urban pesple is not borne out hy this
onquiry.})

<'Tho duration of the students’ stay at Colleges and Univer-
sities seem to have some effect on the religious attitudes. Post
graduste students who stay for five and six years at University are
least inclined towards Religion (I M.A, K.8¢., 78.98, 11 H.A,,
M.5¢., 83.38)., The final year undergraduate students are most
religious (71.60) (table 8.71), The differsnge between the four
groups is significant at .00l level (table 8,72)., The differences
between groups 4 and B, 4 and C and B and C are not statistically
significant (table 8,23),

;/Btndonta who are between 21 and 25 years of age seem to be
least inclined towards religion (80.35). Gtudents who are over R6
years are more inclined towvards religion., Students who are bdelow
20 years fall in the middle. FKNearly 58 percent of the students fall
batwyesr 21 and 28 years, All of them are post-graduate students,
Only 7.6 percent of the students are of 23 years {(tabdble 8,24). The
F-ratio and the t-ratios indicate that students' age has sertain
infiuenae over their religious attitudo:) tables 8,25 and 8,26),



flornl and religious teachings seem to have definite effect

in th; student religion. Students vho have received moral and
religious education both in High Beohools and Colleges are most
inolined toward religion (84.40). Students who had the same in
College alone (71.45) seem %o De more religious than the students
vho had 1t in High sehool alone (78.23). The absenoce of moral and
religious education in High Echools and Colleges certainly has
secularizing effect (83.43) upon student religion (tadle B.27),

The difference among the four student groups in their religious
attitudes is significant at .00l level (table 8.28), fThe differences

betveen groups A and B, 4 gnd D and B and C are not statistiecally
significant (table 8.29).

" 8tudents who are members of the foeial Service League (00.08)
are moast inclined toward religion and students who are members of
Fine Arts (79.48) are least inelined, Students participating in
Nationa) Cadet Corpa (N.C.C) (77.24) show less interest in Religion
(table 8,30). There is statistically significant Alfference
betwean N.C.C and Secial Sarvice League, Boclal Service Lesague and
Fine Arts and Boelal Servics "sagve and non.nember groups (fablos
8,31 arvl 8.37),

r

. The siec of tha family hus some effect upon student religion.
The only child (82,50) seems to be the least religions. Students
wvho are most religious come from very big families (71.05) which
eonsist of more than eight members (table 8,33), But the difference
betwveen the fanily groups is not significant at any level (table 3.34)
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Effort also has been made to see vhether thare wvas any
differences in the religious attitudes of the students coming from
Industrial and Agricultural areas. It has been observed that
students coming frou Industrial areas seem to be more religious
than the students from Agricultural arear., The difference is
highly significant at .00l level (tables 8.35 and 8.38). The popular
opinion that people living in Agricultursl areas are more religious
than those living in Industrial areas has not been borne out by
this enquiry. ?

Income variation seems to have some effect on student
religion. Our result runs gontrary to the popular view thet poor
people are 1nclinsd to be more religiocus than the rich (table 8.37).
The pojular viev that rich people are irreligious is verified in
this enquiry, Among the five inaome groups (A, B, C, D and E) the
lowest income group A (80.93) and the highest income group B
(80.11) did not vary much in their mean seores. The remaining
three groups (B, C and D) who are in the middle shov little differ-
ences in their mean scores. The differences betwveen the groups
are not statistically significant (tadle 8.38). But this result
suggests that economioc insecurity or over security has seocularising
effect upon the student religion (table 8.36).

On dividing the subjeots into different groups on the basis
of religious affiliation ve find that the Hindu student group is
the least religious (84,74), the Christian group the most (590.93),
while the Muslim group ocecupies an intermediate position (tabdle
3.3?). Eaeh group differs from the other group significantly

1
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{(table 8,40)., The Eindu student group differs from the Christian
student group at .001 level. E£0 also the Muslim student grouvp
with the Hindu student group differs at .00l level. The difference
between the Christian and Muslim student groups is significant at
0.08 level (table 8.41).

The children of Teachers (65.,77) and Engineers (66.25) are
the most religious. Theo ohildren of Landlerds gnd Estate cwners,
Agrieuvliturists and Bankers are the least religious, All the others
saore modersdtely in the Raligious Attitude Test (tadle 8.42),

There were 213 Hindu students in this survey. These students
represented 24 different castes. One interesting result in this
enquiry is that the mean seores of these 24 castes differ from each
other and no two caste groups get the sane score., The scores range
from the lowest 81,00 to the highest 125,00. The popular opinion
that the Brahmins are most religious has not been baorne ocut by this
enquiry. The Bralmin caste (73.40) comes in eighth rank (table 8,43).

) Profassional Graup:

In ths Vetter's Attitude Saale the lowest soore obtained by
the professional group is 2.00 for the otservation of Lav and their
highest seore is 4.00 for Caste system. The professional group's
second lowest score is 2.16 for Sosial Limitation in Mating and the
second highest seore 3.6 for Compulsory Education (table 8.43).

The professional men obtained the lowest score 1.98 for the
obserzation of Lav and the highest score 4.04 for Caste Eystea.
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.Iho women professional group is very conservative in Social Limi-
tation in Mating (1.83) and radical in Caste System (3.88). The
professional vomen seem to be conservative and moderately radieal
in all the issues in wvhich the men professionals are also conserva-
tive end radical. But with regard to Equality of Ingcome the women
professional group (3.47) is found to be more radical than the men
professional group (3.24) (table 8.44).

The lowest score obtained by the men professional group is
1.89 for item 1 on Kature of God showing that they are very fawvou-
rable in their attitudes towards the creation of the Universe.
They are of the view that the Universe is a orsation. The men
professionals’' highest score 3.40 is for item 16, on the Spirit
World. They also seem to be conservative with regard to the value
of prayer (item B2 and 855 1.95 and 2.00 respectively), existence
of God (item 4, 2.02), the value of Sacred books (item 27, 2.09)

X

and the value of religious festivals and processions (item 28, £,16).

The men professionals sssm to be moderately radical in all items on
Spirit world (16 to 20) for items on Future 1life (7 and 10) and on
Priests (14) (table 8,.,45).

The women professionals show some marked £ifference from
the men professionals in their pro=-religious attitudes. They have
ssored below 2 for items 1, 4 and 5 on Nature of Qod, 21, 22 and
28 on Personal Reoligion and for item 27 on Formal Relizion. This
shows that they are extremely favourable in these views. The women
group approves of the creation of the Universe, existence of QGod,

God's performance of miracles. Further this group also approves of
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ftho values of prayer, eontinuange of prayer and the walues of
Saered books. They have obtained a seore of more than three for
one item on Muture Life and for all items on Bpirit World. But in
some jtems they are less religious than the men professional group
(items 6 and 10 on Future Life, 12 on Priests, 16, 18 and 19 on
8pirit World and 28 on Pormal Ruligion) (table 8.45).

With regard to professional men and vomen it has been observed
that the soores for four items 1 and 4 on Nature of Jod, 22 and 28
on Personal Religion fall below two, showing their extreme proe-
religious attitude. The scoras for seven items 18 to 20 on Spirit
World and item 7 on Future L.ife and item 14 on Priests are more than

three. They remain absolutely neutral in two items, 10 and 30
(table 8.48).

There is a positive correlation betvaen the religiocus
attitude scores as measured by the ieligious Attitude Secale and
Conservatism as measured by Vetter's Attitude Scale for the profes-
sional group (as a whole) in this investigation. The corrslation
gcoeffiocient +.54]1 with an B.E of .0437 is significant at .001
level (table 8.46).

There is a positive correlation betveen religion and conser-
vatism +.6463 vith an 6.E, of 0801 for men professionals and .4748
vith gn 6.E. of ,0964 for vomen professionals. The oorrelation
coefficients for both groups taken together are highly significant
at .001 level. These results reveal the faot that thore is definite
relation betveen religious attitudes and conservatism for the
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.protollionnll, aen and vomen. These results also prove the hypo-
thesis that the individual who seores low in Religious Attitude
8eale also soore lovw in Radicalism~Conservatisa Seale and vige
versa. One important result in this enquiry is the high positive
sorrelation for men. This shows that thasy seore more gonsistently
in both tests than the wvomen professionals. It also confirms ths
view that the professionals who are eonservative are more religious

than the professionals who are radical (table 8.46).

Analysis shovs that the two groups (men and women) differ
from each other. The women group scores74.,70 and the men group
scores 80.21. The 4ifferenca betveen the tvo mean scores 1is

significant at .05 level (Pe-ratio 4.19)(tables 8,47 and 8.48).

Marital status of the professional group also seems to be
one of the determining factors. The married professionals seore
78.06 and the unmarried 82.59, The assumption that family people
are God-fearing and more religious than the umsarried has been
found true in this investigation. The differenace hetween the two

groups is significant at .01l level, (F-ratio 8.74) (tables 8.49
and 8.50),

The professionals who have more than eight children scored
the lowest (76.23) and the professionals who have 2-3 ghildren
sgored the highest (81.85), But the differences between families
of various sizes are neither consistent nor statistiocally signifi-
oant (tables 8.51 and 8.57),

It i3 assumed that the number of years spent in a profession
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‘may have some effect upon a person's religious attitude. Our
results indicate that the inarsase of years in service has a
aorresnpondingly deereasing effect on the mean scores, GSubjects

who have service below five years soored the highest (81.92) and
those who have served for more than twenty five years scorsd the
lowest (81.75). 1t is also interesting to observe that after every
five years of service, there is corresponding decrease in the scores
showing that inorease of service also inoreases the pro-religious
attitudes of the professionals. There 1a statistieally significant
difference among these groups in their religious attitudes (F-ratio
£.78). But the t-ratios indicate that there is significant
difference betveen grouns A and Py Band F, C and F, D and F and

E and F (tables 8.53, 8.54 and 8.58),

It is often thought that age plays an important role in the
religious life of man, Thio assumption is verified in this enquiry.

The result reveala the fact that advancing years have correspondingly
Ancresasing effect upon the religicus attitudes of the professional
people (table 8.58), Religious faith semms to inorease after the
40th ysar. Persons over 50 ysars are found to he the most religious
and persons below 40 years the least. The four age groups differ

in their religiocus attitudes, at 0.01 level (table 8.57). But

between groups A and B, 4 and C and B and C the difference is not
so much (table 8.58).

The professional groups were divided into those coming from
villages, towns and cities. The mean sacore of the village group is
the highest (80.88), of the oity group the lowest (76.84) and the



. 301

town group intermediate (78.07) (table 8.59). The éifferences
bDetveen the groups are not so much significent {(table 8.60). But
the same analysis is highly significant (.001) for the student
group (table 8.19).

It 1s observed that professionals living in Industrial greas
(78.51) are little more religious than those wvho are living in
Agricultural areas (78,97) (table 8.61). But the difference betwesn
these two groups is not &~ zreat as to be statistically significant
{table R.62), The result of the same analysis is highly signifiomt
{.001) for the student group (table 8.38).

Among the professionaile the lovwest income group (77.20) seeus
to be the most religious and the highest income group {(85.00) the
least (table 2.63). Every income group varies from every other
group. The Feratio .45 indicates that the difference among these
income groups is not significant at any level (table 8.84). It is
interesting to compare these results vith those obtained for
studenta, Btudents coming from the lowest income group are the
least religiouns {table 8,37), but the professionals who are having
lovwest income are the most religious. The popular opinion that low
income group people are mare religious than the high income group
people sesms to be true in the case of professionals and but not
in the case of students (table 8,38).

Moral and religious education received by theo Professionals
during their student days has some influsnce upon their religious

attitudes, The group vhich has received systematic and contimuous
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religious education in High Schools and Colleges scored the lowest
(71.96) and the group vhich did not resceive any such education
scored the highest (83.86), Other groups which received moral and
religious education in High School alone and in College alone fall
in the middle (table 8.65). There is significant difference bhetween
groups A and D and C and D (tables 8.68 and 8.67).

Religious affiliations of the professionals seem to have a
definite influence upon their religious attitudes. The Hindu
professional group scored thz highest (83.38) and tho Christian
professionals scored the lowest (84.38) and the Muslim group inter-
mediate (69.82), These three zroups differ in their religious atti-
tudes at .00l level (table 8.69)., Dut the Muslim professional graup
4id not differ very much from the Christian group. The difference
betwveen the Hindu group and the Muslim group is as nmuch as the
difference between the Hindu group and the Christian group (table
8.70). In this matter there is not much differerce betveen student

and professional groups.

The professional group belonged to 12 different oecupations,
Considering their seores ocoupation-wise we get a range from 63,80
to 113.50. Each group differs from every other group. The House-
wife group is the most religious (63.80). Other highly religicus
groups are the Lawyere (87.33), the Businessaen (68,00) and the
Govermment officials (70.06)., The groups which are less religious
are the Research issistants (85.63), the Engineers (86,.,77) and the
Agrioculturists (83.23)., The Journalist is the least religious
(113.50) (table 8.71). lere ugain the professionsls diffar very
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;nnh from the students. The ohildren of Engineers are highly
religious (66,25) (table 8.42) vhereas the Engineers are less
religious (86,17) (table 8,71), The Agrioulturist and Eatate
ovners do not differ from their children in this enguiry.

The Hindu profaessional group was drawn from 16 castes. On
this caste-olassification the seores range from 68.00 to 104.00
showing that each caste is differant from the other in its religious
attitude, Caste is certainly one of the determining factors in
religious uttitudes for the Hindu profeseionals as it was for the
students (table B8.43). The sosalled orthodox castes like the
Brahmins (76,02), the Vellalas (85.28), the Chettiars {(80,11) and
Faire (82,79) fell in 4th, 9th, S5th and 11th ranks respectively
and vhile the less orthodox castes like EKammalars (58.00), Naidus
(72.12) and Sowrasttras (74,00) fall in lst, ©nd and 3rd ranks
respectively. The rank order is based upon the mean scores obtained
by the caste groups. This investigstion seems o eontradict the
popular view which relates the caste hierarahy with religiocus ortho-
doxy. People belonging to economioally, educationally and secially
baskvard groups (i.e, Harijans, Kallare and Vanniars) are less
inglinod tovard religion. It is also observed that some minority
comyunities like the Reddiars, Gowdas and Warriars are less inelined
toward religion and vhile minority communities like the Kammalars,

the Sowrasttras and the "aidus are more inelined tciard religion
{table 8,77} .

£) Btudent and Professional Groups: Some comparssons.

There i3 a positive correlation of ,4509 Detwveen the test
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seores in tha Religious Attitude S8cale and Radicaliss-Conservatism
Seale for the whole student group vith an 8.E, of £,0398 and +.541
vith an 8,B. +.0437 for the vhole prcfessional grouip. 7The eorre~
lation coeffigient for the professional group 1s higher than the
correlation cosfficient for the student grouwp. This shows that the
professionals as a vhole scored in both tests more consistently
than the whole student group {(table 8,73),

In the Religicus attitude the student group (75.59) scored
significantly lover marks than the professional group (78.87), It
18 interesting to see that the students are more religious than the
professionals, The difference between the mean saores is glso signi-
ficant at .06 level (tables 8,75 and 8,78),

Our resul: reveals that thore is no substantial difference
betwveen men student group (80,31) and men professional group (80.88)
(tables 8,77 and 8,78}, The women student group (65,28) soored
much less than the women professional group (74,70). The vomen
students are definitely more religious than the women professionals,

The difference between the moan scores is significant at .001 level
(tables B.70 and 8.80).

The subjects' order of preference for six topics on Religiouns
Attitude Seale has been supported by the averaze scorss obtained
by the groups., All the groups rank the six topies on religion in
the same way by giving first place to Personal Religion, second to
Nature of God, third to Formal Religion, fourth to Future Life,
fifth to Priests and sixth to Bpirit World, Personal Religion and
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Nature of (Qud received good support from doth student and profes-
sional groups. All groups without exception scored more than three
for the Bpirit World (table 8,.88),

Bubjeets belonging to Hindu religion in this investigation
are not of the same caste. The Hindu students represent 24 castes
and the Hindu professionals represent 16 castes. A oomparative
analysis of mean scores obtained in the Religious aAttitude Ecale
indicates that there is a 8ifforence in the religious attitude of
student group and professional group bLelonging to the laﬁo caste,

in some oases (tadle R.83),

The caste groups vhich show much difference in scores
between the students and professionals are the Reddiar (8, 77.80:
P, 99.68), the Yaidu (5. 83.37: P, 72.17) the Vanriar (5. 101,673
P, 85,00). The siriking feature of this enquiry is that religious
attituders vary among the people belonging to the same caste if they
wers of different category. Some student groups score more or less
than the professional groups althongh they are belonging to the
same caste. On the other hand Gowda ogste seems to have no
difference betveen the students (90.83) and the professionals
(90.80). Other caste groups in vhich the studentsand professionals
come guite near to each ather in thelr scores are the Mudaliar
(8. 84.48: P, 83.08), the Kammalar (S, 72,80 P. 74.00). 1t is
also observed that the Hindu student group (83.51) is more inclined

towards religion than the Hindu professjional group (B85.34) (tadle
8.83),
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111l. ANALYS1S OF ANGWERS == QUALITATIVE.

a) Yor the purposes of the analysis students have been
divided into five groups — 1, Arts, 2, Science, 3. Professional,
4. Moen. and 8, Women and the professionals into two groups, 1. Men
and 2, Women.,

The Arts students seem to attend Temple, Church or Mosque
more cften than the Science and Frofessional students. Men students
go there more often than women students. Men professionals seen
to go to Temple, Clmrch or Mosque more fraquently than wvomen profes~
sionals. DBoth women groups (ocollege women and employed women) did
not show as much interest as men groups in going to Temple, Church
or Mosque, But the highest percentage of women students (46,8f)
g0 to Temple or Church weekly once. The professional group did not
shovw 20 mugh interest as the student group in this activity. Nourly
31.5 percent of men professionals and 721.2 percent of women profes-

sionals who g0 to Temple weekly once prefer Fridays (table §.1).

Participation in rellgious festivals receive good support
from the student and profaessional groups. Nearly 84.7 percent of
Arts, 64.4 percent of Bcience and 76.5 percent of Professional
students take part in religious festivals, The percentage of vomen
students (70.78) 18 more than mer studants (36.78). The women
professzionals seom to show more intsgrest than men professionals

(84.62) in partieipating in religious festivals,

Among the student group more percent of Arts students(31.88)
@0 not partiecipalc in religlous festivals. The professional
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students (15.5%) are least interested in them. Nearly 26.2 pereent
of men students and 28.8 perecent of women students are not interested
in religious festivals and 26.5 percent of men professionals and

27.3 pergcent of women professionals do not participate in it,

Subjects both students and professionals who participate in
religious festivals find various kinds of interest in it. Peace of
mind, pleasure-sesking, social meeting are some of the interests
they find 4in these festivals, Nearly 33 percent of women students
22y that they 4o not like the orowd and so find no lnterest in them.
About 42.4 percent of Arts, 41,3 percent of Science and 25.5 percent
of Frofessional students do nnt find any interest in them. Bo also

50,4 pesrcent »f men students and 48.9 percent of women students.

About 45.4 percent of men and vomen professionals find no interest
in it (table 8.9).

Majority of the subjects from both groups spend certain
amount of time on religious activities. Nearly 48.7 percent of
Arts, 20,0 percent of Boience and 23.5 parcent of Prafessional
students spend more than fifteen minmutes in a day %o prayer or
meditation ete, About 88.68 percent of wumen studeats spend more
than fifteen minutes in a day for religious aotivities whereas only
20 peroent of men students spend for the same in & day. Among the
professionals 26,5 percent of men and 45.4 percent of women spend
more than fifteen minutes in a day. This enquiry also reveals that
more than &0 peraent of the atudents and professionals spend five
minmutes and more every day for religious activities sither by
praying to God or reading Saared books or by meditation. About
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.16.1 peraent of Arts, 15,6 percent of Seience and 10,8 percent of
Professional students say that they never spend time on religious
aotivities, Nearly 10.8 percent of man and 1.5 percent of women
students do not spend time on religious activities. 8o also 20.9
peraent of men professionals and 12,1 percent of women profes-
sionals. Women professionals sesm to show less interest in reli-

gious activities than women students (table §.3).

Subjects from both groups spend morney for religious purposes.
This ranges from Rs.10 to 100. Very few students spend more thgn
Rs. 100 for religious purposes, But 7,1 percent of men profes-
sinnals and 7.5 percent of women professaionals npond more than
Ks, 100. On the other levels (i.e, Rs.B3 %o 100, 10 to 28 and
belov 10) there is not much difference hetween the student and
professional groups, On the whole the subjects who spend money for
religious purposes ares belovw 50 perocant axaept the professional
students (51%) and the professional women (65.78). 1in spending
money for religious purposes college women and amployed women seem
to be more in mmber than college men and employed men. About
48.3 percent of Arts, 4.0 percent of Selence and 8.6 peroent of
professional students never spend money for religious purposes.
Nearly 46.3 percent of men students and 25,8 percent of women
students never spsnd for it. Among the professionals 36,7 percent
of men and 19.7 percent of women never spend any money for religioms
purposes (table §.4).

People belonging to one religious affiliation do have elose
gontact with people belonging to other religions, More than 70 per
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.eonx of Arts, Solence and Professional students have intimate
contast with people of other religions. Nearly 66.3 pereent of
men professionals and 47.0 percent of women professionals have
close contact, Nearly one fifth of the subjects from the student
groups do not have intimate sontact with other religious groups.
About one third (37.8() of women professionals do not like %o have
alose contact wvith people of other religions. The women profes-
sionals differ very much from other groups in not having contaat

with other religioun groups {table §.5).

Nearly 70.2 percent of Arts, G61.8 percent of 8cience and 64.3
percent of Professional students may that religion does not interfere
with their pleasures of 1ife. The same iz ths case with 80.3 per
cent of mon and 74.4 percent of women students. More than 74.9

percent of professional men and women say that religien has nothing
to do> with their pleasures of life (tahle §.8).

Most of the students and professionale say that they have
not ahanged their attitudes toward religion recently. Hore than
77.0 peraent of the students from every group ard more than 78.0
percent of the professionals say that they have not changed their
attitudes toward reli:lon. But about 7 tec 15 percent of the subjects
in student groups and about 15 to 16,7 percent of the subjects in
professional groups 3speak of charge in their attitudes toward

relizion., 7This change is both in favour of or against religion
(tlbl. 9.7) .

Religious orthodoxy among students and professionals does
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Ihnt seem to prevalil much. Only two fifth of the students and the
professionals say that they contimie to be orthodox, More than one
fourth of the students from all seotions say that they ceased to
be orthodox. About 13 to 20 peroent of the students say that they
have never been orthodox, A similar olaim is made by 12.85 peraent
of men students and 22.68 percent of women students (table §.8).

Reformation in religion is sought by nearly one third of
the subjeots from every group. About 36,7 percent of iArts, 34.4
perecent of Science and 2§.8 percent of professional students veloome
reformation in their religion. Nearly 29,0 percent of men students
and 21,1 percent of women students are in favour of reformation,
The professional people also need reformation in their religion.
Among men 30,6 peroent and among women 30.3 percent need it. But
the psraentage of the subjests in all groups vho 40 not want refor-
mation in their religion is more than the subjects wvho want reforma-~
tion. About 48.8 percent of Arts, 38.1 percent of Soience and 83,0
pergent of Professional students do not want reformation, Similarly
39.8 porcent of men and 54.9 percent of women students say. In the
same way 41.8 percent of men and 47.0 pereent of wvomen professionals
do not wish for reformation. An important result in this enquiry
is the finding that more than 50 percent of Professional students

and vomen students are against reformation in their religion
(table 8.9),

The view that properties belonging to religicus institutions
should be taken over by Jovernment receive some support from student

and professional groups, DBut more than 53 peroent of the subjeats
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from oveyYy group are sgainst it, About 57.8 pereent of Arts,

§3.1 percent of Seience and 64.3 percent of Professional students
40 not agree with the views, Nearly 83,0 percent of men and 68
peroent o1 women students disagree with it. Among the professionals
51 percent of men and 62 percent of women do not agres with this
viev, The subjleots who disagres with this view are more in case

of aollege women and employed women than enllege men and employed
nen, Therefore 1t soems, there is strong protest to this viow

from womon groups (table g.m);

Religious instructions have been received by the subjests
from Farents, Teachers, Priests and Books. Parents and Teachers
ars the most influencing factors in the subjeects’ religious 1life.
About 40 percent of the subjects from every group received reli-
gious 1nstruétion§ from Parents and about 20 to 25 percent of them
from Teachers ( school) and about 15 parcent from Priests and about
? to 5 percent from books. About 15 to BR pereent of the subjeets

from every group did not receive religiouns instructions from any
whera (table §.11).

According to this enquiry people admit that there are
causes for misfortunes in their 1ife. These causes are attributed
mainly to natural foraes, inadequate knovledge and insufficient
efforts by more than 80 percent of the subjects. Very few people
consider God's displeasure as the causes of misfortune, Watural
foroces receive highest response from every group, About 33.0
percent to 36.8 percent of tha subjects from student groups and

23.0 peraent to 36.4 percent from professional groups attribute



: 312

the caucex of misfortune to natural forces. The response to this
cause from amen professionals is little less than the other groups.
The seaond important cause of misfortune to most of the subjeats

is insufficient effort except for the arts students (34.5£) and the
professional men (43,24) who eonsider it as the first cause. Kearly
20 to 25 peraent of the subjects from every group attribute the
cause %o lnudeguate kKnowledge, God's displeasurs as the ocause of
unisfortuna has been thought of by ® to 18 percent of ‘he sublects
from every group. BEvil =pirits not proplated receive vaery

negligible responzes from all groups (table §.12).

There has been no relizious persesution in any of the
families except in three families of Arts students (2.2%) and in
three families of men professionals (2.01) (table §.13).

More than 83 percent of the subjects from every group say
that their religion has no special features and that all religions
are the same. But about 26,8 peroent of irts, 19.4 percent of
Soience and 27.6 percent of professional students say that their
religion has special features., 5o also B2.0 percent of men and
27 .8 percent of wvomen students., Nearly 20.5 peraent of men and
30.0 percent of women professionals consider that their religion has
unique features. 4imong the subjects who say that their religion

has unique features the Christian subjecis are more in every growp
(tlbl. 9.14) .

The general attitudes of the subdbjiscts towards religion fall -

under 12 aategories. The first five responses reveal the pro-reli-
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glous attitude and the next five very mild and neutral. The last
but one is strongly anti-religious view. Of all five pro-
religiocus responses two of them seem to be important for all groups
-« religion is an important aspect of 1ife and (od is the Supreme
Fower. about 11.5 pesrcent of irts, 8.8 percent of Soience and 11.%
percent of Professional students say that religion 1s an important
aspect of life. HNearly 9.1 percent of men and 12.8 peroent of
women students viow in the same wvay. Adbout 18.3 percent of men and
15.2 peroent of women professionals have ths same opinion. The
second important pro view expressed by the subjeats i: towards

God. About 10,1 perecent of Arts, 10.2 pergent of Seience and 8.8
percent of Professional stuvdents say God 15 the Supreme Fower. 8o
also 7.2 percent of men and 15.8 percent of women students. The
same ¥iew has been endorsed by 9.2 percent of men and 17.0 percent
of wvomen profeseionals, About 22.0 to 30.0 percent of the subjects
from students groups and 14.0 to 30.0 peroent of the subjects from
professional groups did not respond to this enquiry. Nearly 8 to
6.5 percent of the student subjectsz from every group and 3 to 4,6
peraent of the professional subjects wish to do away with all
religions (table §.15).

) More than 83 peroent of Arts, Sciencu and Prafessional

students beglieve 1n God, in His manifestations and His characteris-
ties,

With regard to Future Life more than 59 percent of the
subjecta from every group accepted immortailty of the soul. There

is much disagreement regarding this mitter between professional
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students and the Arts and Seience students, More than 49 persent
of the students from svery section and 47 peracent of men and 48
pereent of women professionals agree with the viev that Heaven
has been invented as a compensation for the hardships of this
world. More than 850 pesreent of the professionals are against this
viewv. About 63 persent of the subjeats from all groups view that
"Future life will be exactly on the same line as the present." Morse
than 83 percent of the students from all groups and more than 81
peroent of the professionals agree vith the view that good people

gO to Heaven and bad people go to Hell, But about 851 peroent of
men students disapprove this vievw,

In this investigation more than 60 percent of the subjects
from every groun accepted the important role playsd by the priests
and their simple and pious living, their enrichment and interpreta-
tion of religious customs and traditions, But the necessity of
priests has not been felt by more than 850 percent of the students

and professionals,

The existense of Spirits and 8pirit World did not receivs
such support from the student and professional groups, But 80 per

c¢ent of women students acsept the existence of 8pirits,

Praysr seams to he the most important aspect of the religioms
1ife according to this investigation., The purpose of prayer, the
necessity of prayer, response to prayer, the importance of prayer
and reward for prayer have been accepted by both the student and
profossional groups. More than 83 percent of the suhjests from all
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student groups say that prayer establishes aontast between God and
men. More than 78 percent of the professionals are in favour of
prayer., More than B4 persent of the subjects on the whole 4isagres
with the view that praying to God is a waste of time and mors than
70 percent of the subjects in all groups say that Jod answvers our
prayers. The importance of family prayer has been accepted LY more
than 73 pergent of the subjeets, HMNore than B2 persent of the sub-
jects from every group are vwilling to continue to pray even though
there may not be ary immediate response to it from God. The profes-
sional students are favourable to prayer more than the Arts and
Seience students., BStudents and professionals have stated that
prayer relisves mental unrest, conflioet, resolves tensions and

enables them to overacome arises,

As regards Forual religion morse than 84 peroent of the
subjects in svery group recognize the wvalue of Bacred books. What
is #2aid in Sacred books is correct and true to them., The soclal
and psychological purposes of religious festivals have been accepted
by mors than 75 percent of the subjects in every group. More than
50 percent of the subjects in this investigation conclude that
religious ideals cannot bhe replaced by scientific truthe,

SENEBAL CONGLUSI QN

8tudent. groups

1. Thurstone's complete centroid method has yielded three
faotors sueh as Religionism, Overt Religionism and 8piritimm in
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the student religiocus attitwudes,

2. There is a positive correlation between religious attitude
and oonservatism. The correlation soeffialent for the Arts

students is higher than the Boience and Professional students.

3. The subjects studied in Colleges and Universities have some
influense on student religion. The professiongl students seem to
be more religious than Arts and Eolience students, Women students

are more religious than men atudents.

4. The Secience women students are most inelined toward religion,
the professional wvomen students the least and the Arts women oocupy
a middle position,

5. Rural and urban backgrounds seem to have some effeot upon
student relizious attitudes,

6. Moral and religious instruction received in High Schools and
Colleges have a definite favourable effect upon student religion,

7. The size of the family from vhieh a student is drawn also
has some effect on his religious attitude., BStudents coming from
larger fanmilies are found t0 be more religious than the students
coming from small families.

8. The 4ifferent cooupations in which the parents are engaged

seer to have some difference in their children's (students') r‘li-
gious attitudes,
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‘9. Students belonging to different sests (castes) in Hinduism
seer Lo differ in their religious attitudes,

10. Thurstone's complete centroid method has ylelded three
faoctors sueh as Rational Theisa, Epiritualisa and Transeandentalism
in the professional religious attitudes,

11. There i3 a positive correlation between religious attitudes

and conservatism,

12, This snquiry confirms the view that the professionals who
are conservative are more religious than those vho are radical.

13. Vomen professionals are more religious than the men profes-
sionals.,

14. Increasing age »f professional people has a correspondingly
inereasing effect upon thelir religious attitudes,

18, The nature of home town condition (i.e., 6ity, town and
village) has a signifieant effect upon the religious life of the
professionals.

16. The saconomic status of the professionals has some effect
upon thelr religious attitudes,

17. Moral and religious edueation received by the professionals

in educational institutions and elsevhere have sonsiderable effect
upon their religious life.
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18, The Hindu professionals belonging to different seots (eastes)
differ in their attitudes toward religion.

8 on Professio 3

19. The correlation soefficient between the test soores in
religion and conservatism for the professional group is more than
the correlation gcoefficient for the student group.

20, The student group seems to be more religious than the
professional group.

21, Men students seem to go to places of worship more often

than women students,

2R, Students and professionals find some kind of interest in
participating in religious festivals.

£3. Only one third of the subjscts in both cstegories (students

and professionals) welcome reformation in religion,

24, Students and professionals do not support the view that

proparties belonging to religious institutions should be taken over
by the Goverrnment,

1. 18 Parents and teachers see: to be the main souraes of reli-

glous knowledge for students and professionals,

26, Btudents and professionals attribute the causes of their

misfortunss to natural sources, inadequate knowledge and insuffi-
alent affort.
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7. More than 83 percent of the subjects from every group say
that all religions are the same,
A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE IMPORTANT CONCLUSLONS OF THI& RESEARCH

There are gertain faators opsrating in the organiszation of
religious life of the student and professional groups, There is a
general religious faoctor called Religionima for the student group
and a faotor called Hational Theism for the professional group.
The other fasctors found in this enquiry are Overt Religionism and
Spiritism for the student group and Spiritualism and Trantscenden-
talism for the professional group. There is no common factor for

both the student and professional groups in this enquiry,

There is a positive eorrelation baetween religious attitudes
and soelal attitudes for hoth student and professional groups,
Btndents and professionals who score favourably on the Religious

Attitude Bcale al 8o soore more on the Conservatimm in the Vetter's
8aale,

The subjeects studied in Colleges and Universities have some
effect upon student religion. The professional students are more

religious than the Arts and Beience students,

gtudents who live in cities are more religious than those
who live in towns and villages. 7This result is against the popular
opinion that rural people are more religious than the urban people.

Bo also our result runs contrary to the popular view that students
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eoming from Agriocultural areas are more religious than those who

oome from Industrial areas,

1t is observed that post-graduate students who stay five
and six years at the University are less inelined towards religion
than under~graduate atudents. Students who are twenty six years
of age are more inclined towards religion thinthose vho are betveen
21 and 25 years of age. Age has some influence also upon the proe
fessional religion. The professionals who are advancing in age are
found to be more religious-ainded than the adults, People vho are
over fifty years of age are more inolined towvards religion than

those who are below fifty. This is in accordance with the popular
view.

Students Wwho have received systematic moral and religious
education in High Bohools and Colleges are highly religious and the
absence of the Gane has a seoularising effect. This 18 &ls0 true

in case of rProfessionals.

Students coming from large families are more religious than
the students coming from small ones. The only child is the least
religious.

The result of our enquiry runs gontrary %o the popular vievw
that the poor are more religious minded than the rich.

The ocoupation of parents has soms effeat on student religiea,
The childran of Teachers and Engineers are more religicus than the
children of the Landlords and Estate owners and Agrioculturists., In
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the case of professionals the Housewife and Lawyer groups are

found to be most religious and the Agriculturist and Journalist
the least.

Casto-wisa study of religicus attitudes seems to eontradiet
the popular view vhich relates the caste hierarchy vith foligians
orthodoxy. The so-called orthodox castes like the Bralmins, the
Vellalas are less religious than the less orthodox ocastes like the
Kammalars and Naidus. The result is same for both (student and
professional) groups.

Men students and men professionals go to placez of worship
more often than women students and women professionals. The freedom
of movement the men enjoy and the restriations on womer in Indian

culture seen to have some eoffect in this religious activity.

Students and professionals vho partiecipate in religious
festivals and processions find various interests in it like peace

of mind, pleasure sesking and social meeting.

[ ]
lleligious reformation has not received much support from

student and professional groups. Only one third of them wveleome
reformation in their religion. 50 alsg both groups do not velsome

Governmernt interference with the property belonging to religious
institutions.

Prayer is the most important religious aetivity for the
student and professional groups. Prayer relieves their mental unrest,

sonfiicts, resolves tensions and snables them to overcome arises,

/s




