
~ i v a ~ r a k i s a  ~ ~ ~ 1 ~ 8 1  who l l v e d  in  t h e  second h a l f  of  th. 

17 th  cen tu ry  A.D. l i v e d  on ly  f o r  32 ye trs. HI. was both a *.re.- 

tile s c h o l a r  and a  p r o l i f i c  miter. Pur lng  t h ~ e  s h o r t  span of 

32 ,years,  he wrote mo-• than  32 11. works c o w r i n g  a  v r r l n t y  of 

f i e l d s .  Mentl.on may be made af  soma of t h e  a r e a s  covered by him. 

Advr i ta  Vedanta he wrote Vedanta - Cudanani. - The Tarka ~ a r i b h a r a  

urhich he n o t e  g t n s  an account of t h e  Nyaya r y s t e ~ .  Though h. 
was a  v i r a 6 a i v l t e ,  he d i d  n o t  w r i t e  an tndependent work of  h i 8  

o m  on Virasaivism.  On t h e  c o n t r a r y  he h a s  glven o n l y  a  t rn r -  

1rt:Lan of t h e  Slddhantb S l k i n a n l  urhich was w r i t t e n  by ~ i v a i o ~ i  in 
. 

San!skr lt. 

Why i s  it t h a t  S l v a p r a k i l a  Swimlgal, a  fo l lower  of v i r a i a i -  

vlstn. d t d  n q t  w l t e  an lndependent work o f  i l r  o m  on Virasalvlu' 

To rrnswor t h i s  l u e  . t i on .  I t  is necessary  t o  t a k e  i n t o  conr idera -  

t iori  the  ph i lo soph ica l  c l i m a t e  t h a t  p reva i l ad  a t  h i s  tlw. Durlrq 

t h n  f i r s t  h a l f  of t h e  17 th  cen tu ry  A.D. 3 a i v a  Siddhanta  war w r y  

pop111 a r  i n  Tam11 r ~ g l o n ,  becauae of Uuaaraguruparar rrho a s r r i e d  

t h e  message of  3.1~. Siddhanta  rr f a r  a s  Benaras. Kumarasamy 

nenlLkar, t h e  f a t h e r  of ~ i v a ~ r k i e a  swamigal, war himself a 



etaunch S a i v r  S iddhant in  and war rospectod a s  r p recep to r  by tho  

S a i v l t o s .  nut novor tho ls ra  he bocamo a  fo l lower  of  Vtrrnaivism. 

? G h a t  mad. him ehangs h t r  f a i t h ?  Ho gave h!, conront  f o r  t h o  - l i n -  -- 

ge ldharana - and becwo  a  ~ k r h i v i t o ,  becauno of t ho  p r r c t i c a l  ad- 

vcrntago o f  bolng i n  ~ o l r s o s a i o n  t h e  Linga a l l  t h e  t lm f o r  him 

p u J a  and n o t  bocauro of t h e  ph i lo soph ica l  h ~ o r t e n c n  of  vira6.1- 

virla. Tho on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  war d o f l n i t e l y  known about  ~ l r a s a i v i u  

a t  the time of Kwnararw8tny D n ~ i k a r  was t tm l i n g a  dha ra rp  - which 

vas  .mphasixed by Virasalvism. Nolther i t m  philosof,hy nor  i t r  

e t h l c r l  p r i n c f p l o r  were known t o  t h e  people  a t  largo.  In rhatt 

ICm4ararrmy Des ik r r  cam0 over  t o  t he  f o l d  of  V f r a r a h i a m  wi thout  

knoirtnp any of its p h i l o r o p h i c a l  p r t n c l p l e s  and r o l i g i o u a  praa- 

t i c o s .  Tt war no wonder, t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  S i v r p r r k a s r  Swamigal 

d i d  n o t  wit. an indopon~lont t r e a t i s e  of  h l ~  own on Vi r r s r iv i sm.  

Them wre two ra3rons  why ha chore t o  t r a n s l a t e  t h o  S lddhanta  - 

? I k m m t .  T rad t t i on  has  it t h a t  t ho  ~ l d d h i n t a  Slk&nani - conta in*  

tho  t e  ~ c h i n p  of t h o  sago Ronuke t o  t h o  sago Agartya. Fu r the r  

t h e  5 tddhanta  S i k m a n l  war w r i t t e n  originally i n  d a n r k r i t  and 

t h i r  a l s o  ccn t r ibu tod  t o  it* Lmportanco. It must h a m  ocourd 

t o  .Cilvaprrkara Swavtgrl  t h a t  t h o  b a s t  wry to  popular ixo t h o  V i r b  

ralvimn~ r t  t h a t  time was t o  g ive  a  t r anmla t ion  of t h o  S iddhanta  

'iikc~mani and n o t  t o  -&to an indokondont work of h i a  o m .  



It should n!jt bo thought t h j t  S ivaprakasa  tiwiimlgrl d i d  n o t  

h a w  h i s  o m  viowa un some of t h o  p h i l o s o ~ . h l c ~ a l  p r i n c t p l ~ o s  and 

re1 l ~ l o u s  p ~ , a c t i c e s  of v i r rda iv ism.  Though it was n c t  p ~ o r r i b l o  

for him t o  plvo o ~ p r o s r i a n  t o  h t s  o m  vlowr on Virrsa iv i sm i n  tho 

Siddhanta  S l k m a n i  he has  qtvon him own l n t n r p  e t r t i o n s  i n  him 

Vldu Thuthu and Prabhu Lir)ga L 'ha i .  
- -. - 

There are c e r t a l n  p o i n t s  which I ha*. in torpro tod  i n  a  now 

way wh l t h  gtvo a  n o r  l i g h t  t o  t ho  p ~ h C i p l . 8  o ~ t  ~i r rdr iv iam.  

Y have a l s o  dovelopod a  new t heo ry  which is r a l a t o d  t o  ~ i r r s r l -  

vlsm i n  this corearch.  The fo l lawlnys  p o i n t #  have boon climmm- 

rod i n  "cis r r s s a r e h .  

I. Or ig in  of V i r a s r i v i m u ~  ". --- - -- --.-- 
Thnre ~ r e  two via- with regard t o  o r l g l n  of 'Jtrasaivimm. Accord- 

ing t a  t ho  t r a d i t i o n a l  v l s r ,  W r a r r t v t s m  o m s  i t s  o r l p l n  t o  ?m- - 

caccrryar namely ~ o v m a r i h h y a ,  "a.ularadhya, rkoruaar idhya,  P q -  

d l  t c~rk lhya .  and ~ i ~ v e r a ~ y a .  A s  r p a i n g t  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  viow 

modern s c h o l a r r  1iCo Sakharo. hold t h e  v i e r  t h a t  Virrsalvimm 18 



on1 y a ~ 0 d i f i ~ l t l ~ n  - f  r e h m l r  4atvtam. Thouqh t h e r e  a r e  undoub- 

tcedly. ncany d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t m e n  Kiehrntr . ~ a t v l s r n  and ~1ra;nivimm 

i n  @t:hIcal d i c i p l i n e  and r s l i g l o u s  pr:rctices, t h e r e  a r e  nrrny pain- 

t s  o f  r l m i l a r l t y  b e t m 6 n  t h e  two in t h e i r  p h 1 l o s o ; h l c r l  views, 
. . 

S c i k i ~ n r ~ ,  th':i.rcitlrre, r .nta?.n t h a t  tho  c,rlg!n of ~ t r a d a 1 v i . m  muat 

IN-? t~ ec:c! to ?i..hv:s 'ratvtnm. an* t h  t qt war  done by fmaava in 

L:Zc'h cnnt : ; ry  !\.D. 

I h a w  argued t h a t  ~ f h ~ a v i v i s m  has it* o ~ r i g l n  in Tamil 

ragicin and t h r i t  I t  ambodien In it* phi losophy t h e  valo$rdrou8 a8p.o- 

t; of lvr .  73/arder t o  n u b e t a n t l a t e  my p o e i t  i n n  I ha- t r a c e d  

t l in rmigin  mrl develapment nf C.aivfun t r n m  thq' tlme of San9am 

I l t w i l t ~ r e  t i ?  1 tlm t h e  of S!vaprak8sa C,wmlgal. I h a w  a180 

t:rrr,wl the n - l p l n  of &a;alvtsm from t h e  concept  of  ~ l v r ,  It 18 

ray c a n t c n t l n n  t h a t  t.he Tupr-me nminq a s  t h e  *mbodta+nt of l o w ,  

l a  c ? i l I ~ d  Semporul: and tho  srwe supreme nelngl tn  its r r p e c t  of  

w r o t h  1s  known as Siva. The f o l l o ~ v l n q  po ln t a  l end  suppor t  t o  my 

cnntan t  lon. 

1! Tho mrd dr lv i sm 19 r s s o c t a t e d  wl th  6l.v.. 

2 )  Thar~gh t h e  word Sivam is not  t o  b, found i n  t h e  vada8, 

it can be a a f e l y  concluded t h a t  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of t h e  

worship  of  S i v a  r e  p r e v * ? l r n t  i n  anctclnt c l t i ee  llike 

Mohenjadaro and Harapra a s  evidenaed by excava t ion8  ln 

t hose  place@. 



3\ Though s c h o l a r s  p o l n t  o u t  t h a t  t h o  worship of ~ i v a  war 
, / 

p r a c t i c e d  by the a q c i a n t  1 mi l s  words l i k e  S i v m ,  Saivism *.re 

n e t  ween i n  l c m i l  L i t e r a t u r e .  fh t h o  c o n t r a r y  n do flml words 

I i t o  Soyon, 5 m p o r u l .  

41 Semporul was conceived am t hu  ombodimrnt of Love and 

hap::tnQnri. 

5 )  The a n c l e n t  Tamil .  des igna ted  'Soraporuly by r.th.1. terms 

l l k e  Yadavul, I ra ivan ,  '.qgun *than. 

6 )  They t h w q h t  of Gnd or Semparul as poemomsing t h n o  

c h r r n c t ~ r ~ s t i c s  nlmnly Kod ln l l a i ,  Kandarhi and Va111. 

/ 

7 )  slnc's t h o  word ' % l v u g  conveys t h e  suntro of anger  or 

wrath and s tnco the Suprome do in9 Ls s a i d  to have des t royed  
, 

Yr:plrra, he has  born gCwn tho  rial-• ';Cvm. Tolkapplyaa - - - g i v e s  

m f o m n c e  t o  t.ho ident i fCccl t ton of wrath with  Slvappu ( h d q )  

f syr  axrrnplo. iamdqz $brJqro' ara@' 3urrwW. 

) Semporul end g i v s  &re t h e  two nra .3  t o  l nd i ca to  It- d i f -  

and oppoci to  c !~ardc tc rn  of ane suprenm ileing. 



10) ~ l r t t i a t v i m  ha% i t r  orllgh only  from 'lva o r  wrrkhful  

o s p c t  of Svprnae "e ing .  

J L T I I Q  S W i c m c e  of ~ i r 4 ~  

The tern ~ i r a h l v i s m  c o a t s i n s  two words, V l r r  and S 8 i v i u .  

V1r:nsstvtsm was prowelant o w n  b e f a r e  Oasmva. It la wrong t o  

th ink  t h a t  t h e  Saivisrn whleh he o r  any o t h e r  person p r a c t i c e d  
6 

eanw t o  t h e  known a8 Vlraalvi8m, because of ttm ve lour  w i th  which 
n 

h e  deQend5d it in  oppo' l i t inn t o  o ther$ .  'Ye cannot a t t r i b u t e  t h e  

va lc~uk  which w m  c h a r a c t n r l m t : ~  of t h e  paraon t o  t he  d o c t r i n e  of 

'isivilrro which he uph;lri. Tho i n t e r p r n t r t l - n  o r  t h e  ten! ~ h -  

o'atwlum in  t h e  a h w e  ssns- 15 vsrv aupsrf  i c i a l  an4 has  t o  ba 

r ~ j t ' c t ~ d .  

[ have arqued t h a t  t h e  rror4 ~ i r a  whtch i n  added t o  t h e  word 

q a i v t ~ ~ r n  nhould S r l n g  out  thm p a c u l l a r  c n a t a c t l ~ r i r t i e  of t h e  8y8- 

t'm t o  j u s t i f y  t h e  name ~ f i r / ee lv i ,m .  !Wky i f  c~aivlsrn ha8 t h e  

uniqucs e h a r . c t w i r t l c  of Vi ra ,  it deservos  t o  be c a l l e d  Vi ra sa i -  
- 

v i m .  The word )*a1 is no t  t o  be found i n  anc ten t  T m l l  vcrh 

1 iko  t h e  Tolkapp iyam. a u t  t h e r e  a r e  r e fe rence% i n  t h e 8 0  ancient - 
w o r k *  t o  'Anbu Meri*, t h e  ppth of love,  and *Arul W r i t .  t h e  pa th  

of Grace. t h e  formor is t.pn#d 6rrioLO. qoi& aa$3 h i r e  thw L a t t e r  

1% ru,oti6b (4prq.q; a 5 4 m 5  Q d  .  he supreme 7a,ing i n  it* ura th-  

fill farm pa -famed n i g h t  vrlo)lrous dsedm with 11 view t o  ho lp  t h o  

aauls  a t t a i n  Lmwrtal  i t y .  The Supreme ? e l n j  ormed t h e  



valo$rour doedr by pursuing t h o  S a t a t h a l a  Yogt~ o r  tho  ~ i r a s a i v a  

Yoga o r  tho  Yug,j through tho  s i x  plaxuror .  t{mco tho  term Vira- 

hs1vX.m m p h a r i r o r  t ho  yoga d l r c i p l l n o  which 1.8 valoproun. Tho 

we11 known $a te r tha l+  Yoga of v i r a ~ s i v i s n  is not o t h e r  than  tho  

w a l ~ o ~ r o u r  yoga d l r c l p l l n o  r ~ r a o t i r o ~ i  by tho  Supremo IWlng which 

has bosn ref. rod t o  a6 Arul Yorl i n  t h e  anc ien t  Tamil rrorkr. 

There a r e  many roforoncor  which T have glvon t o  oxp la in  

thesa  tw p t h s  proval lod i n  t h o  l i f  of anc lont  Temlls. 'Arul 

Norl 1s connected wi th  Naga vori. Or ig in  of Jaga worship and 

t h o  n a o n  ending with  Nagsnar a ro  a h a  c l e a r l y  o q l a i n o d  wi th  

t h o  h e l p  of Arul Nri. Th l r  is a now a d d i t i o n  t o  tho  phl.lorophy 
/ 

of ViraLaivlrrn and it o x p l a i n s  tho  na turo  of S h a .  

~ L D o v o l o p m o n t  of ~ $ r * / r a i v i r r  

I have t racod  t o  t h o  dovellpmont of ~ ~ r a s a i v i r m  f r o a  t h o  

timn o l  t ho  g a n g n  L i t e r a t u r e  till tho  t h o  of 9ar.va and 4180 
, 

its rona i r sance  af t o r  Rasava . t i l l  tho  t h o  of 'Sivaprakaea Swimi- 

gal., In t h o  course  of my d l a c u r r i o n  on t h i s  problem I havo .I- 

pharizod t h o  lo l lowing  poin ts .  

1) vi rada iv l rm must have o x i r t e d  long boforo ilasava inar-  

much nr t h e  d o c t r i n e  of S a ) t r t h a l &  war known ! > d o n  him. 
.- 

2) There war a l s o  t h o  p#ractico of ' l i h g a  dh r r rna '  be fo re  
& - 

him. 



3) Tho p r a c t i c o  of apl l y i n g  Vibhut i  and t h o  use  of l i ud r ik r r  

which e r e  l m p o r t m t  i terrs  of ~ s t 4 v a r m a  wore p e w l n n t  i n  t h e  
- 

TamLl reg ion  before  t h a  time of Bauava. Montlun may be ,I ado of 

r poet  by r nano Vonbhuti who l i v a d  i n  tho  Sangam period.  The 

n m o  of t h o  poet  r e f e r s  t o  t ho  sacred  ash  (Vibhut l ) .  

(4 rsformor and a  r s v o l u t l o n a r y  t h a t  ho was, Basava brought 

about s m o  changes i n  ~ i r a s o l v l s r n .  It was Hasava who empharlrod 

tho  irngortanco of s h r k t l  i n  ~ i r a ; a i v i s m .  

Again. it war f h  ha who i n s i s t e d  on t h e  c ~ m b l n a t i o n  of 

Bhakt l  and Yoga f c r  t h e  purpose of a t t a i n i n g  tha  g o d  of l l b a r a -  

t l.0fl. 

Thirdly .  Basrva was of t h e  vlow t h a t  t ho  combination o f  Jnmc 

and K u r m r  was n o t  enough. To tho  Jnrnr- Kamr - Srmuccrya, he 

addad on0 more f a c t o r ,  n m o l y  Rhkanr .  

Four th ly  he l a i d  amphariro on t h o  Ouru4L)ya-rela t ionship.  

F i f t h l y .  it was bocruso of Basavr t h a t  t h a  Trntr.8 r r r o  41- 

lncludod along wi th  tho  Vedas and t h e  Agamas a11 t h e  a ~ t h o r i t r t i w  

s urcms of knwlodgo. 

S i x t h l y  it was ho who axpoundod i n  da ta i i l  t ho  f  lvo fo ld  

virtue c a l l e d  tho ~ a n c l c i r a  f o r  tho  purposo of r agenor r t i ng  tho  

liws of t h o  pwoplo In ooclety .  



Las t ly .  t h o  concoption of tho  Sunya Slmha~sana - a s  a n o w n t h  

strlgo beyond t h e  Alkya-Sthela was e n t  irmly du r  t o  Rasava, 
- 

N. The o x p l m a t l ~ n s  of tho  mttmfng and s i g n i f i c a n c e  of 

t h e  word 'Linpa' 11 nacosrary  t o  undorstaml t h e  philosophy of 

V r traalvirm. Rofdronue has been mado t o  a s  nany a s  s i x t e e n  vie- 

about t h e  m anlng and s l g n l f  icanco of 'Lingare'. Mono of theme 

vierva, it seems t o  me, i r  occoptablo. The *or4 i m  d e r l w d  frw 

n w r y  r n c l o n t  Tamil ward *EL9 which means ' l l g h t *  and 'what 

l l i l n s .  I n  s h o r t ,  t h o  word 'Lidpa' m l  na ' l l g h t *  uh ich  is 
or - l o c r ~ t ~ ~ d  i n  t h e  s i x  a l h a r r s .  Tho oxproasinn V .  c m  1' rl ~ e f O r 8  t o  

t h e  S 6 s t r t h a l a  Yoga. Tho outward forn of t h o  Lintla is an o u t l i m  

of r Ysunmn be ing  p r a c t i c i n g  S a t s t h a l a  Yoga. 

T h l s  is th*ly a u l t a b l e  oxplana t lon  ~ t o o d  on l o g l c a l  ground 

t o  th* philosolthy, - t  , 

# '-Vira/srlviun and it romovos t h e  charge t h a t  t h o  *Llnga* 

Is n, t h i n g  bu t  t h e  mynbol of pha l lus .  

YE, ~ i r d a i v i ~  a systnmatlxed phil080phy~- 

'In t h e  conrso of t h e  expoal t lon  of t h e  philosophy o f  Vira- 

salvirra. I h a w  drawn coaparlson u l t h  o t h e r  %y'%t.nr such as 

Sn iva  S lddhanta, Advaita, Vi / is t&dva l t r  md tha :hod& bheda 

a c h ~ ~ o l s  of ~ e d o n t a .  The c r t o g o r l e a  admitted by1 ~ ~ r a m a l v i l u  Cm 

bo brought o u t  by t h o  f o l l o r l n g  clams i f  i c a t  ions. 



~ m ~ l , l o n  Xt 

p a h a a n t  

1. Tho mamontial na tu re  of  t h a  Srahrnan 

2. Nlryuna and qaguna aspocta  of Drahnrn 

3. t h o  Murta and Amurta aspects of  Y.diman 

4. Tho a c c l d o n t a l  qua1 lt 1.8 of  R r a h a n  

sect -- i o n 1 1 1  

'jOUI1 

1. Vcloum t h o o r l o r  of moul 

2. Or lg ln  of  Soul  

3. Nature r f  Sou l  

4. Kinds of Sou l  

5. The c r o ~ t i o n  t o  t h e  ~ i v a  

6. Tho c n a t l o n  t o  t h e  Atma 

The Cra* t lan  t o  t h o  Anga 

S e c t i o n  1111 --. 

W t  

1. The cause of c r a a t i o n  

2. Throe kinds  of cxoa t ion  

JIV. S r a t l ,  i i taa &ti and Anga ~r8l: i  

Ir+,ECaioat  discipline^ 

~ h a ; a l v l s r n  ho lds  t h o  v l e u  t h a t  1t is poscniblo f o r  tho  *pi- 

r i t u a l .  aspirant who s w x m s s f u l l y  pursues  t h e  mth ica l  md n p l r i t u -  

a 1  d lmc ip l ine  proacr lbed by t h e  s y s t m ,  t o  t r a n ~ s f a r a  h l n  body 



whtch i n  m l n d l c a t l o n  of t h e  chmgo froin t h r  phys l ca l  t o  t h r  

s p i r l l t u a l  lowt l .  Tho system l a y s  s p o c l r l  emphasiar on t h o  is- 
G 

port&@* of V lbhu t l  f o r  t ho  pur, o r e  of  b r lng ing  about t h e  t r ans -  

i7 rmat ion  of t h o  body. 

In t h o  oourso of t h o  mxplanatlon of t h e  c l l f fo ron t  mmanlngs 

of Mantra r e f e ronco  has  boon mado t o  t h o  way JLn nhlch ~ ~ . - . i i ~ . , ~ , ~ ~ . , ~  
* 

4 * can h i n to rp ro t ed  ln  two ways. The oxpress lon  ..,. #hj..<- 

a c c t r d t n g  t o  ~ l r a ~ a i v i r r n  l n d l c a t e s  t h o  Llngapsth o r  S a t s t h a l a  

Yoqe,, ,&gain t h e  term I ' + - " ! ' ~ " ' ~ J  c o n r l r t r  of t b o o  s y l l a b l ~ s  n u l y  

, . , . ,  ( 1  ' and . r o f o r s  t o  the  Anga-Llnga-Alkya, t ho  unlon of t h o  

 SOL.^ and God. 

The d a e t r l n o  of Artavarana it ham boon rhom.  l a  connected 
/ , 

with t h o  e  l gh t  valouraue 4.e bds performed by S Lva. 

~ ~ I C I U S  %on r 

~ l r a i a i v i e m  1s not  a  m ~ d e s n  philosoph1ca.l v l e r .  SiaQI its 

o r i g f n  can bo t r aced  t o  t h a  Sangam period, i t  cannot d e l i n l t o l y  k 

l a t a r  t han  thte Sangam p r t o d .  ?'ar from 501% a  philosophy and 
b 

r o l  tq inn  of t he  1,att it is a l i v l n g  creed r ~ a ~ t i ~ ~ d  by q u i t e  a 

o w .  It hns been a  source  of i m p h a t i o n  n o t  (only t o  r e f o m 8  l i k e  

Rasava and yh i losapher -ays t  las 1 i k e  s lvap;kasr Swamlgal . bu t  a180 
/ 

t o  renornod s a i n t s  ilk. Hamallnga ' ~ w b i g a l  whore t heo ry  of S S h E  

kalisl cou ld  be t r a c a d  t o  ~ l r a s a l v l r r n  end a l s o  t o  t h e  s o c l a l  N- 

formers  l i k e  'lahatma Candhi nho was vn y much ploasod by t h o  

d trbc t p l  l ne  Y a n c c a r a  of ~ i r a h t v t s m .  

*** 


