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P REFACE

The planned efforts of the Government of
Rajasthan to bring about economic change undoubtedly
improved the exploitation of land and natural reso-
urces but rarely made the SC and ST an effective
partner in the process of development and failed to
bring them into the mainstrem of the social and eco-
nomic life of the community. Most of the programmes
of Rural development require the maximum possible
mobilisation of the rural masses in the state building
effortas on a giygantic scale, 'This demands the massive
involvement support ot this category and involvement
of this category and involvement of people so as to
attain positive results. Special development programmes
were taken-up under the five year plans of the state to
improve the socio-economic conditions of the persons

belonging to SC and ST, A sizable amounts of expendi-
ture for the welfare of these communities has been done
since independence., But incidentally no systematic and
detailed study has been done in the state to evaluate

the outcome of huge investments done so far. The study

is an attempt to fill this gap.

The economic condition of the SC/ST category

of population is very weak and large chunk of their
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lot is far below the poverty line, The policies

of economic justice, more employment opportunities
legislation to check exploitation and guaranteeing
minimum wages for them have no doubt been adopted

and a nunber of programmes relating to them have no
doubt been launched and implemented but the impact

in increasing their per-capita income and upliftment
them from below the poverty line have not proved so
furitful as was expected., The deeper concern tor the
wel fare and develobment of such category of people has
been an important constituent of all the developmental
progranmes that have been launched during the period

of economic planning in the Country, The developmental
programmes include - Minimum needs programmes,K DPAP
Programmes, SFTDA, MFAL Projects, Food for work progra-
mmes. Rural employment programmes, IRDP, NREP Rural
electrification Programme. Provision of House-sites for
Landless Persons liquidation of bonded labour and rural
debt. The 20 Point Eco Programme and distribution of
assets and inputs to the persons below the poverty line
etc. The study attempts to evaluate the economic poli-
cies and the on-going feeling that the benefits of such
developmental programmes have not percolated to the
desired extend in meeting out the economic maiadies of

the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in the state,
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The financial allocations earmarked during the

first seven five year plans do not seem to have
created a significent dent in ameforating their con-
ditions, Evaluation reports and the monitoring of dev-
elopment schemes speak of insufficient percolation of
the benefits to this category of population. This
calls for a prospective vision while formulating the
policies, There is therefore a need to review the

existing policies., The study proposes toc meet this

requirement,
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Audichya, Associate Professor, Jai Narain Vyas Uni-
versity, Jodhpur under whose supervision I have had
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