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P R E F A C E  

Woman has always been a favour i te  decorative motif 

fo r  Indian a r t i s t s .  No re l ig ious  monument generally 

i s  devoid of t h i s  m o t l f .  It w a s  believed t h a t  without 

depiction o1 t he  female f igures  t h e  n~onument becones 

barren and bears no f r u i t .  Hence the  mul t ip l ic i ty  

of female f lgures.  The cave temples of Ajanta, Ellora 

and Elephanta a r e  not exceptions. The representat ion 

here  ranges from goddesses t o  t e r r e s t r i a l  woman. 

Studies devoted exclusively t o  female f igures  of t he se  

s i t e s  are very r a r e  and i n  the  form of small monographs. 

Among these G. Solomon 's a r t i c l e  'The women of Ajanta ' 
and G.Yezdanits a r t i c l e  'Woman I n  t h e  sculptures of 

t h e  Deccanr An a r t i s t i c  study'  a r e  important. The 

present work i s  an attempt t o  understand i n  t h e  cano- 

n i c a l  perspective t h e  depiction of t he  female f i gu re  

i n  various forms i n  sculpture as  wel l  as  p a n t i n g .  
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