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Preface

Arunachal agriculture, which was based on mainly jhum cultivation, has
passed through various stages to reach a new form of farming system, settled
cultivation. After independence, the technological horizon of Arunachal agriculture
expanded gradually: new inputs were introduced, new agricultural practices were
popularised. The gradual extension of permanent cultivation has facilitated the use
of new inputs in production. With the rise in the relative importance of permanent
cultivation, the agricultural space supportive of technological dynamism has
expanded. The extension of permanent cultivation has shaped various new
institutions: share cropping, agricultural wage labour, individual ownership of
land, etc. To understand the agricultural transition within the domain of
technological change 1 undertook the research on the topic ‘a study of
technological change in Arunachal agriculture’.

I am indebted to many institutions and people who helped me from the
inception to the completion of the study in different ways. At the very outset, 1 owe
a debt of gratitude to both of my supervisors Dr. N.C. Roy, Reader, Department of
Economics, Arunachal University and Dr. B.D. Nayak, Faculty of Economics,
Department of Humanities and Social Sciences (H.S.S.}, North Eastern Regional
Institute of Science and Technology (NERIST), ltanagar, for their scholarly
guidance, affection and encouragement throughout the course of this research
work. Their doors have always Been open for answers to my questions, discussions
and useful suggestions as well as advice. I would like to acknowledge the

constructive criticisms offered by them and their excellent review of the entire



manuscript. It is my proud privilege and pleasure to have free access to the wealth
of their wisdom and experience.

I would like to express my gratefulness to ICAR, New Delhi,
acknowledging the fellowship. I am highly indebted to my superviso; Dr. B. D.
Nayak who gave me the opportunity to avail myself of the fellowship, which made
it possible for me to run my research work very smoothly.

| am grateful 10 the Dr. B.D. Nayak, Head and other faculty members of the
Deptt. of HS.S NERIST and Dr. A. Mitra, Head and other faculty members of the
Deptt. of Economics, Arunachal University for their continuous encouragement
and advice.

[ want to record my gralefulness to Dr. Shipra §. Nayak, Research
Associate, Deptt. of HS.S,NERIST for her constant encouragement, advice and
valuable help in my need.

I owe a special debt of gratitude to those who have helped me in carrying
out the field survey and collection of the secondary information. 1 am greatly
indebted to Sri P.K.Bhattacharjee, Director, Sri P.C. Bora, Asstt. Director (AC),
Sri D.B. Bhatt, Assistant Research Officer, Directorate of Agriculture, Government
of Arunachal Pradesh; Smt. Goyi Basar, office bearer, SDAQ, Basar, the District
vAgricullura] Officers, the Village Level Extension Workers, Agricultural Field
Assistants. 1 am thankful to the farmers who gave full cooperation during my
survey without; their help completion of the study would have been much more
difficult. My friend, Robinjyoti Khataniar, my cousins Jun, Rashmi and Jadu gave
useful hand in the processing of these data. 1 am very much thankful to them.

I am also thankful to S. K. Pamigrahi, Faculty, M.E. NERIST, Shrinibas

Jena, Swadesh Singh, Dulal Bora, Suren Dutta, Kalidas Upadhyay, Ms Rasmi



vi

Bora, Munindra Chutia, Dr. Tankewswar Borua and my cousins Babada and
Kanda for their valuable help in my need.

| am indebted to Mr. Hem Chandra Goswami, Principal, Kherajkhat
College, Lakhimpur for his encouragement and help in different ways.

| am grateful to the officers and staff of the Central Library, NERIST,
Arunachal University Library, K.K. Handique Library ( Guwahati University),
Assam Agricultural University Library (Jorhat), Dibrugarh University Library
(Dibrugarh), ICAR Library ( Barapani, Shillong) and NEC Library (Shillong) for
allowing me to use their library facilities freely.

1 would also like to thank Sri Jayanta Thakuria, Sri Deepak Gogoi and Sri
Shiji Kumar who helped me in different ways. I am also grateful to the authorities,
officers and other staff of Arunachal University and NERIST, who helped me in
different ways and provided me an opportunity to undertake the doctoral work.

[ want to record my deep sense of gratitude to all my fellow research
scholars who have provided me friendship, cooperation and made my time
enjoyable.

I also take this opportunity to express my gratefulness to Ms Parijat Bora
for her constant encouragement through out the course of the study.

I shall be failing in my duty if [ do not acknowledge the responsibility of
my family members. | am highly grateful to my parents, elder brother Tulda,
Bharati boa, younger sister Bhani, younger brother Jan and my nephew Priyanku

for encouragement, advice, sacrifice and concern for my academic achievement.

4 Soonde tén
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Bedabrat Saikia
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