
CHAPTER 5 

DISCUSSION 

The results of t h e  p r e s e n t  s tudy  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  under 

t h e  fol lowing headings  : 

(1) Mother ' s  Sex-Role A t t i t u d e s  and Independence Tra in ing  

given t o  Ch i ld ren  of bo th  t h e  Sexes. 

( 2 )  Mother 's  Sex-Role A t t i t u d e s  and Sex-Differences  i n  

nAch. of Ch i ld ren .  

( 3 )  Independence Tra in ing  and nAch. of Boys and G i r l s .  

( 4 )  Expectancy f o r  Success  of Boys and G i r l s .  

5.1 MOTHER'S SEX-ROLE ATTITUDES AND INDEPENDENCE TRAINING 

GIVEN TO CHILDREN OF BOTH THE SEXES 

5.1.1 Number of Demands and E a r l y  Demands 

5.1.1.1 Sex-role  a t t i t u d e s  of mothers 

C o n s i s t e n t  wi th  t h e  hypothes i s  r e s u l t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  

Modern mothers compared t o  T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers made 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r  number of demands (Table 4.1) and e a r l y  

demands (Table  4.3) on t h e i r  g i r l s .  The two groups of mothers 



d i d  n o t  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  among t h e i r  boys i n  t h e  t o t a l  number 

of demands (Table  4 .1 ) .  However, Modern mothers made 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r  number o f  e a r l y  demands on t h e i r  boys 

t h a n  T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers (Table  4 .3) .  

The f i n d i n g  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  Modern mother i s  

p repa r ing  h e r  daughte r  f o r  a  b r o a d e r  set of  r o l e s .  The more 

p rog res s ive  a  mother i s ,  t h e  more s h e  would be  concerned t o  

p rov ide  daughte rs  w i th  b e t t e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  a  compe t i t i ve  

world. E a r l y  and g r e a t e r  number of demands f o r  independent 

accomplishment p rov ide  t h e  g i r l  a  s ense  of freedom, a  d i f f e r e n t  

ou t look  towards l i f e .  A s  a  r e s u l t  of independence g ran t ing ,  

g i r l s  a r e  equipped wi th  a  c l e a r  se l f -concept  and conf idence  

f o r  t h e  broadened r o l e  i n  f u t u r e .  

The d i f f e r e n c e  was a l s o  observed i n  t h e  n a t u r e  of 

demands made by Modern and T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers on t h e i r  

g i r l s  (Table  4 .4) .  On t h o  b a s i s  of ~ ~ C l e l l a n d ' s l ~  sugges t ion ,  

win te rbo t tomlo  c l a s s i f i e d  t h e  demand and r e s t r i c t i o n  i t e m s  i n t o  

two kinds: c a r e t a k i n g  ( i t em no. 7 ,9 ,12 ,  I.;, l6 .17,18)  and independence 

g r a n t i n g  ( i t em no. 1 t o  6, 8, 10 ,  11, 13, 15,  19,  20) (Appendix 

111 and IV) . Care t ak ing  i t ems  were de f ined  a s  " those  

independent behaviours  t h a t  when l ea rned  would r e l i e v e  t h e  

mothers of some r o u t i n e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  as w e l l  a s  

c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  c h i l d ' s  growing self-confidence". 



I t e m  a n a l y s i s  of demand i t ems  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  

a t  e a r l y  age t h e  two groups of mothers d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  

among t h e i r  on 1 2  of 20 i t e m s  given i n  t h e  l i s t ,  

w i th  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r  number of Modern mothers 
4 

r e p o r t i n g  t h e s e  demands t h a n  T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers.  Of t h e s e  

1 2  i t ems  on ly  2 i t e m s  were of c a r e t a k i n g  v a r i e t y  ( i t e m  

no.12,18),  wh i l e  10 i tems w e r e  of independence g r a n t i n g  

k ind  ( i t em no.1, 4, 5, 6,  8,  10,  11, 15', 19, 20) .  A t  

l a t e r  age , d i f f e r e n c e s  were observed aga in  on 12 i t e m s  

w i t h  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r  number of Modern mothers making 

t h e s e  demands t h a n  T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers (Table  4 .4) .  

I t  was found t h a t  i t em no.11 (make t h e i r  own f r i e n d s )  

and i t e m  no.12 ( t o  look a f t e r  o n e ' s  own posses s ion )  w e r e  

made by Modern mothers on t h e i r  g i r l s  a t  e a r l y  age b u t  no 

d i f f e r e n c e  was observed on t h e s e  i t ems  between t h e  t w o  

groups of mothers a t  l a t e r  age.  

Although i n  Ind ian  t r a d i t i o n a l  f a m i l i e s  g i r l s  a r e  

g iven  freedom t o  choose t h e i r  own f r i e n d s ,  it i s  s t r i c t l y  

con f ined  t o  t h e i r  own sex. S o c i o l o g i s t s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  

t h i s  p rov ides  t h e  g i r l  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p r a c t i s e  v a r i o u s  

t y p e s  of s anc t ioned  female behaviours .  

The o t h e r  two i tems on which d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  

two groups of mothers had emerged a t  l a t e r  age w e r e  i t e m  

no.7 ( t a k e  p a r t  i n  p a r e n t ' s  i n t e r e s t )  and i t e m  no.16 (Earn 

h e r  own spending money). 



I n  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  fami ly ,  a  g i r l  is  n o t  expected t o  

c o n t r i b u t e  towards economy of t h e  family ,  h e r  main 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  be ing  housekeeping and c h i l d c a r e ,  T r a d i t i o n a l  

mothers have no t  checked i t e m  no.16. By t h i s  very  reasoning,  

t h e  female c h i l d  i s  a l s o  not  given oppor tun i ty  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  

p a r e n t ' s  i n t e r e s t  ( i t em no. 7 )  a s  it c a l l s  f o r  involvement 

i n  many more t h i n g s  than  j u s t  i n  household a c t i v i t i e s .  

Kalakdina 132 has  no ted  t h a t  t h e  weight of p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  

f a m i l y ' s  d e c i s i o n  is  minimal f o r  g i r l s ,  u n l e s s  she  happens 

t o  r each  t h e  age and s t a t u s  of mother, mother-in-law or 

grandmother. 

The major g o a l  of t h e  upbr ing ing  of a  g i r l  i n  Ind ian  

t r a d i t i o n a l  fami ly  being marr iage,  s h e  is  looked upon a s  a  

t r a n s i t o r y  member of t h e  fami ly .  Consequently t h e  g i r l  is  

induc ted  i n t o  c h i l d c a r e  and housekeeping r o l e s  e a r l y .  She 

i s  discouraged from showing a g g r e s s i v e  modes of behaviour ,  

and t h e  modesty and se l f -e f facement  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  r e in fo rced .  

According t o  ~ ( a l k d i n a ' ~ ~  e a r l y  induc t ion  of t h e s e  a t t r i b u t e s  

g i v e s  h e r  a r e a l i t y  o r i e n t a t i o n  t o  t h e  r o l e s  demanded of 

h e r  dur ing  t h e  l i f e  span. 

Another a t t r i b u t e ,  according t o  ~ o s s l ~ ~ ,  a r i s i n g  ou t  

of d i f f e r e n t i a l  upbringing i s  t h e  p r o t e c t i v e  c a r i n g  given t o  

t h e  female c h i l d ,  s o  a s  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  emotional  bond 

between t h e  p a r e n t s  and t h e  g i r l .  'Mothering' i s  a l s o  



i n c u l c a t e d  a t  an e a r l y  age, and i s  enhanced by t h e  e x i s t e n c e  

of many mother s u r r o g a t e s  i n  h ~ r  envi rons .  

I t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s tudy ,  i n  f a m i l i e s  

where mothers a t t i t u d e s  i s  modern, t h e  above-mentioned g o a l s  

have no t  remained t h c  primary aim of t h e  g i r l s ' s o c i a l i z a t i o n .  

T h i s  could  b e  due t o  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  compe t i t i venes s  i n  s choo l s  

and l i f e  i n  g e n e r a l  t h a t  t h e s e  mothers r e a l i z e  t h e  importance 

of independence and compet i t iveness  and p r e s s  t h e  g i r l  

towards it. 

I n  c a s e  o f  boys, t h e  two groups of mothers d i d  no t  

d i f f e r  i n  t h e  t o t a l  number of demands ( v i d e  Tab le  4.1).  

whi le  t h e r e  was a  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  number of e a r l y  demands 

made on boys w i t h  Modern mothers making s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more 

t h a n  T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers ( v i d e  Table  4 .3 ) .  R e s u l t s  

i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a l though  Modern mothers beg in  independence 

t r a i n i n g  e a r l i e r  t h a n  T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers  t h e  t r a i n i n g  

becomes s i m i l a r  a t  l a t e r  age. T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers a r e  

r e l u c t a n t  t o  g r a n t  independence t o o  e a r l y  i n  l i f e  t o  t h e i r  

boys, perhaps  t o  ensu re  t h e  emot iona l  t ies between p a r e n t s  

and t h e  c h i l d .  

I t e m  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  demand l ist  showed t h a t  a t  e a r l y  

age  t h e  two groups of mothers d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  among t h e i r  boys 

on 9  of 20 i t e m s  i n  t h e  l i s t  ( i t e m  no. 4, 5, 6,  8, 10, 15, 

18, 19, 20) wi th  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r  number of Modern 



mothers r e p o r t i n g  t h e s e  demands than  T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers 

(Table  4 .5 ) .  Out of t h e s e  9 i t e m s ,  on ly  one i t em ( i t e m  no. 18) 

was of c a r e t a k i n g  na tu re .  No d i f f e r e n c e  on t h e  n a t u r e  of 

demand i t e m s  w a s  observed between t h e  two groups of mothers 

a t  l a t e r  age.  

The f i n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  t r a i n i n g  of t h e  boys of t h e  two 

groups of mothers does  not  d i f f e r  i n  terms of t o t a l  number 

of  demands and n a t u r e  of  demmds a t  l a t e r  age a t t e s t s  t o  t h e  

view t h a t  t h e  t r a i n i n g  of boys i s  s i m i l a r  i n  two t y p e s  of 

f a m i l i e s .  One p o s s i b i l i t y  cou ld  be t h a t  a d u l t  l i f e  r o l e  of 

boys a s  pe rce ived  by bot'n t h e  groups of mothers is  same and 

t h e r e f o r e  boys i n  bo th  t h e  f a m i l i e s  a r e  s u b j e c t e d  t o  s i m i l a r  

t r a i n i n g .  The f i n d i n g  p o i n t s  a t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  mo the r ' s  

a t t i t u d e s  toward sex- ro le  does  n o t  a f f e c t  t h e  upbr inging of 

boys t o  t h e  e x t e n t  it a f f e c t s  t h e  upbr inging of  g i r l s .  I n  

i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  f e m i n i s t  mothers,  Gelder and Carmichael  24 

have a l s o  shown t h a t  even t h e s e  mothers r e a r  up t h e i r  boys 

i n  a s t e r e o t y p e d  manner. 

5.1.1.2 Sex of t h e  c h i l d  

The hypo thes i s  t h a t  Modern mothers w i l l  n o t  

d i f f e r e n t i a t e  among t h e i r  sons  and daughte rs  i n  t o t a l  number 

of demands was confirmed (Table  4 . 1 ) .  However, s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

more number of demands were made on sons  a t  e a r l y  age t h a n  

daugh te r s  (Table  4 .3 ) .  



Comparison between sons  and daughte rs  of Modern 

mothers on t h e  n a t u r e  of demand items a t  e a r l y  age r evea l ed  

a  d i f f e r e n c e  on 4  i t e m s  ( i t em nos. 1, 3, 6, 7). o u t  of  which 

on ly  one i t em ( i t e m  no.7) was of c a r e t a k i n g  n a t u r e  ca able 4.6). 

A t  l a t e r  age t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  was reduced t o  o n l y  3  independence 

g r a n t i n g  i t ems  ( i t e m  nos. 1,3,6). The r e s u l t  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  

Modern mothers env i sage  independence f o r  t h e i r  daughte rs  

a t  l a t e r  age t h a n  sons .  

I t  appears  t h a t  Modern mothers a r e  p r e p a r i n g  t h e i r  

sons  and daugh te r s  f o r  a  s i m i l a r  k i n d  of f u t u r e  r o l e ,  hence 

making equa l  number of demands on c h i l d r e n  of b o t h  t h e  sexes. 

Never the less ,  t r a i n i n g  f o r  independent  accomplishment has  

a l s o  been viewed a s  a " j u s t  i n  ca se"  phenomena. Be t t l ehe im 134 

has  s t a t e d  t h a t  a  g i r l  i s  made t o  go through t h e  same 

t r a i n i n g  a s  boys because she  may need it, i f  s h e  f a i l s  t o  

have a  s u c c e s s f u l  marr iage o r  motherhood.' 

The f i n d i n g  t h a t  mothers g r a n t  independence t o  t h e i r  

daughte rs  a t  l a t e r  age t h a n  sons  has  a l s o  been r e p o r t e d  by 

s t u d i e s  done i n  West a s  w e l l  as i n  I n d i a .  C o l l a r d  lo' u s i n g  

t h e  a d a p t a t i o n  of  Winterbot tom's  measure of  independence- 

t r a i n i n g  found t h a t  mothers of g i r l s  c o n a d e r  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  

age  f o r  independence g r a n t i n g  t o  be  l a t e r  t h a n  mothers of 

boys. S i m i l a r l y  Duncan and Duncan 135 r e p o r t e d  t h a t  boys 

were expec ted  t o  d r e s s  themselves ,  pu t  away t h e i r  c l o t h e s  

and t o  r u n  e r r a n d s  t o  nearby shops a t  a cons ide rab ly  younger 

age t h a n  g i r l s .  



Mehta2' wh i l e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  of Western 

educa ted  Hindu women on t h e  upbr ing ing  of c h i l d r e n  r e p o r t e d  

t h a t  i n  t h e s e  f a m i l i e s  d i f f e r e n t  k inds  of behaviours  were 

expected from boys and g i r l s .  Although t h e r e  was no d e s i r e  

t o  make t h e i r  daughte rs  comple te ly  s u b s e r ~ i e n t  t o  men, 

b u t  a t  t h e  same t ime  g i r l s  were expected n o t  t o  appear  

dominant. These mothers wanted t h e i r  daugh te r s  t o  view 

themselves  a s  i n d i v i d u a l s  and a l s o  b e  modest, r e s e r v e d  and 

non-dominant . 
T h i s  gap between a t t i t u d e s  and p r a c t i c e  h a s  been 

viewed a s  ambivalence i n  mothers  . L i  136 h a s  argued t h a t  

a l though  a t t i t u d i n a l  and behav iou ra l  changes a r e  t a k i n g  

p l ace ,  b u t  a s  i n  any t r a n s i t i o n a l  s t a t e  t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  

ambivalence and i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s .  These i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  

can a f f e c t  t h e  r e a r i n g  o f  bo th  boys a s  w e l l  a s  g i r l s ,  b u t  

a r e  l i k e l y  t o  b e  g r e a t e r  i n  c a s e  of g i r l s  due t o  changes 

occur ing  i n  s t a t u s  and r o l e s  of women. S i m i l a r l y ,  according 

t o  Mehta2', t h i s  gap i n  I n d i a  i s  due t o  a t r a n s i t i o n  from 

complete o r thodox  system t o  a modern family  system. 

Never the less ,  t h e  r e s u l t  of t h e  p r e s e n t  s tudy  does i n d i c a t e  

t h a t  Modern mothers a r e  moving i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of g iv ing  

independence t o  t h e i r  daughte rs  a s  t h a t  of sons .  However, 

t h e  change is  not  y e t  complete.  



C o n s i s t e n t  w i th  t h e  hypo thes i s ,  T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers 

made s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more number of demands � able 4.1) and 

e a r l y  demands (Table  4.3) on t h e i r  sons  t h a n  daughte rs .  

These mothers v i s u a l i z e  t h e i r  s J n s  and daughte rs  a s  p lay ing  

ve ry  d i f f e r e n t  r o l e s  i n  s o c i e t y .  

Comparison between sons  and daughte rs  of T r a d i t i o n a l  

mothers on t h e  two kinds  of i t e m s  a t  e a r l y  age r evea l ed  

d i f f e r e n c e s  on f i v e  i tems ( i t em nos. 1, 3, 10, 15, 181, wi th  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r  number of mothers r e p o r t  making t h e s e  

demands on sons  t h a n  on daughte rs  (Table  4.7). Of t h e s e  

f i v e  i t ems ,on ly ,  one i t e m  ( i t e m  no.18) i s  of c a r e t a k i n g  

na tu re .  A t  l a t e r  age, t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  was i n c r e a s e d  t o  

13 demand i t e m s  i n  t h e  expec ted  d i r e c t i o n .  Of t h e s e  13 

i t e m s ,  3 i t ems  were of c a r e t a k i n g  n a t u r e  ( i t e m  nos. 7 ,  16, 18) 

and 10 w e r e  of independence g r a n t i n g  na tu re  ( i t e m  nos. 1, 3, 

4, 5, 6, 8, 10, 15, 19, 20). R e s u l t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  

T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers do not  permit  daughte rs  independence on 

c a r e t a k i n g  i t e m s .  

Growing up i n  a t r a d i t i o n a l  Ind ian  fami ly  a daughte r  

compared t o  son  r e c e i v e s  more p r o t e c t i v e  c a r i n g  mainly 

through p r o h i b i t i o n s .  Kalkdina 13' h a s  po in t ed  o u t  t h a t  

when t h e  young I n d i a n  g i r l  r eaches  puber ty ,  she  is r e s t r i c t e d  

even i n  movements o u t s i d e ' t h e  env i rons  of h e r  house, u n l e s s  

e sco r t ed .  A s  a r e s u l t  t h e  female  c h i l d  becomes f a r  more 

dependent i n d i v i d u a l  t han  is  t h e  male c h i l d .  



S t u d i e s  137'138 of c h i l d - r e a r i n g  done i n  t h e  more 

or thodox  s e c t i o n s  of I n d i a n  s o c i e t y  have shown t h a t  t h e  

l i f e  of an I n d i a n  c h i l d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  g i r l  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  

by predcf i n e d  r o l e s  and ro l e - spec i f  ic  behaviours  . There  i s  

a  c l e a r  c u t  d i v i s i o n  of t h e  work a l l o t t e d  t o  boys and g i r l s .  

The boys n e a r l y  always do a l l  t h e  e x t e r n a l  work. Whereas, 

t h e  g i r l s  a r e  n o t  g iven  a s  many t a s k s  o u t s i d e  t n e  home a s  

boys, Raza 13' h a s  noted t h a t  g i r l s  i n  I n d i a  are f u n c t i o n a l l y  

t r a i n e d  f o r  t h e i r  fu tu re -  in-laws.  

O v e r a l l  f i n d i n g s  on demand showed t h a t  g i r l s  of Modern 

mothers a r e  d i f f e r e n t l y  t r a i n e d  t h a n  g i r l s  of T r a d i t i o n a l  

mothers i n  t e rms  of t o t a l  number of demands, e a r l y  demands and 

n a t u r e  of demands. T r a i n i n g  of boys i n  b o t h  t h e  groups 

remained u n a f f e c t e d ,  w i t h  on ly  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  e a r l y  demands 

made more by Modern mothers t h a n  T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers. The 

r e s u l t s  f u r t h e r  showed t h a t  Modern mothers do n o t  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  

among t h e i r  sons  and daughte rs  i n  t o t a l  number of demands. 

However, t h e y  make more e a r l y  demands on sons  t h a n  daughte rs .  

I t  appears  t h a t  mothers w i th  modern a t t i t u d e s  s o c i a l i z e  

t h e i r  daugh te r s  f o r  work and achievement i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  

r o l e  of a homemaker. Whereas mothers w i t h  T r a d i t i o n a l  a t t i t u d e s  

r e a r  up t h e i r  daughtc rs  on ly  f o r  t h e  r o l e  of a  homemaker. 



5.1.2 Emotional Coneequcpces of F u l f l l l o d  and U n f u l f i l l e d  

Demands 

5.1.2.1 &wards : Sex r o l e  attitudes of mothers 

Regarding emotional consequences of demand t r a i n i n g  it 

was hypothesized t h a t  Modern mothers compared t o  T r a d i t i o n a l  

mothers w i l l  be  more i n t e n s e l y  and f r e q u e n t l y  rewarding when 

demands were f u l f i l l e d  by t h e  g i r l .  Whereas i n  c a s e  of boys 

mothers of b o t h  t h e  groups w i l l  b e  equa l ly  i n t e n s e l y  and 

f r e q u e n t l y  rewarding. The underlying assumption was t h a t  

i n  c a s e  of Modern mothers, t h e r e  w i l l  b e  more emphasis on 

compet i t ion and t h e r e f o r e  any e f f o r t  i n  achiev ing  s e l f -  

10 confidence by t h e  g i r l  w i l l  be p rope r ly  rewarded . 
Both Modern and T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers d i d  n o t  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  

among t h e i r  g i r l s  i n  terms of p h y s i c a l  o b j e c t  and v e r b a l  

rewards. I n  t e r n s  of frequency a l s o  t h e r e  was no d i f f e r e n c e  

between t h e  two groups of mothers. I n  c a s e  of boys, t h e r e  

was no d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  use  of phys ica l  and o b j e c t  rewards, 

whereas s i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r  number o f  T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers 

r e p o r t e d  using v e r b a l  reward than  Modern mothers ( v i d e  

Table  4 . 8 )  . However, Modern mothers compared t o  T r a d i t i o n a l  

mothers were more f r e q u e n t l y  rewarding wi th  t h e i r  boys. When 

s c o r e s  of boys and g i r l s  were combined a t r e n d  w a s  observed 

t h a t  more number of Modern mothers r epor t ed  us ing  p h y s i c a l  

and o b j e c t  rewards while s i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r  number of 



T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers r epor t ed  us ing  ve rba l  reward  able 4 . 9 ) .  

I n  terms of s h e e r  frequency T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers w e r e  more 

rewarding than  Modern mothers. 

The p i c t u r e  t h a t  emerges from t h e  above r e s u l t s  i s  

t h a t  t h e  two groups of mothers do not  d i f f e r  much i n  t h e  

use  of d i f f e r e n t  t ypes  of rewards on t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  I t  

appears  t h a t  t h e  same socioeconomic c l a s s  t o  which t h e s e  

mothers belong i s  determining t h e  p a t t e r n  of rewards than  

sex - ro l e  a t t i t u d e s  of t h e  mothers. S ince  mothers i n  bo th  

t h e  groups have s i m i l a r  socioeconomic background, t hey  a r e  

us ing  s i m i l a r  p a t t e r n  of rewards on t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  The 

p a t t e r n s  of rewards and punishmentshas been, s t u d i e d  

predominantly,  w i t h i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  of s o c i a l  c l a s s .  These 

s t u d i e s  30'133 i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  n a t u r e  of rewards and 

punishments v a r i e s  from one c l a s s  t o  another ,  and it remains 

same w i t h i n  a given s o c i a l  c l a s s .  

The above f i n d i n g  a l s o  sugges t s  t h a t  a l though Modern 

mothers compared t o  T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers g r a n t  more 

independence t o  t h e i r  g i r l s ,  t hey  do not  encourage . . 
them i n t e n s e l y  f o r  accomplishing t h e s e  a c t s .  T h i s  

cou ld  be due t o  t h e  ambivalence i n  t h e s e  mothers, as 

mentioned e a r l i e r  t h a t  p reven t s  them from encouraging 

t h e i r  g i r l s  i n t e n s e l y  f o r  independent acts. 



I t  was i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  note t h a t  from t h e  t h r ee  types 
1 

of rewards, reward through ob jec t  was given wi th  most ease 

by both  t h e  groups of mothers. This  i s  cons i s t en t  with t h e  

f inding of a previous study3' which showed t h a t  i n  Indian 

soc i e ty  t h e  promise f o r  a reward with good food o r  c lo th ing  

proves t o  b e  t h e  most e f f e c t i v e  technique of soc ia l i za t ion .  

Murlidharan and ~ o p a ' ~ ,  however, showed t h a t  physica l  and 

verba l  rewards w e r e  given more o f t e n  than ob jec t  rewards. 

The sample i n  t h e i r  study cons i s ted  of lower middle c l a s s  

mothers, who on an average had a monthly income of l e s s  than 

t h r ee  hundren and f i f t y  rupees. They probably could not 

a f fo rd  objec t  rewards, f o r  example g i f t s ,  c l o t h e s  ekc. I n  

t h e  present  s tudy s ince  f ami l i e s  i n  both t h e  groups had 

monthly income of approximately e igh t  hundred rupees, objec t  

rewards could be afforded. 

5.1.2.1.1 Sex of t he  ch i l e :  Confirming t h e  hypothesis,  

r e s u l t s  ind ica ted  t h a t  Modern mothers do not d i f f e r e n t i a t e  

among t h e i r  sons and daughters i n  terms of i n t e n s i t y  and 

frequency of t h e  t h r e e  types of rewards (Table 4.9). I n  o the r  

words, t h e  encouragement given t o  both sons and daughters 

f o r  independent a c t s  is  same. Trad i t iona l  mothers a l s o  d i d  

not d i f f e r e n t i a t e  among t h e i r  sons and daughters on physical  

ob jec t  and verba l  rewards.(Table 4.9). However, i n  terms of 

t o t a l  frequency of rewards sons of Trad i t iona l  mothers w e r e  



rewarded more t h a n  daughte rs  (Table  4 .9) .  I t  appears  t h a t  

t h e  T r a d i t i o n a l  mo the r ' s  concept  of t r a i n i n g  does  no t  i n c l u d e  

encouragement f o r  independence i n  g i r  1s. 

S t u d i e s  137'139 have shown t h a t  i n  I n d i a n  t r a d i t i o n a l  

f a m i l i e s  t h e  c h i e f  reward f o r  a g i r l  i s  i n  be ing  a good 

g i r l .  A 'good' g i r l  is  one who is  obed ien t ,  f o l l ows  mother ' s  

f o o t s t e p s ,  a s s i s t s  h e r  i n  household a c t i v i t i e s  and looks  

a f t e r  younges te rs  i n  t h e  fami ly .  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  i f  s h e  

behaves l i k e  a boy and shows independence, s h e  is discouraged 

and i s  t h r e a t e n e d  w i t h  wi thdrawal  of mo the r ' s  love.  These 

a c t s  u l t i m a t e l y  b i f u r c a t e  t h e  r o l e s  of men and women. 

However, a change i n  mother ' s  a t t i t u d e s  toward women's r o l e  

i n  s o c i e t y ,  which is more e g a l i t a r i a n ,  l e a d s  t o  t h e  narrowing 

down o f  t h e  b i f u r c a t i o n  by encouraging e q u a l l y  boys and 

g i r l s  f o r  independent  accomplishment. 

5.1.2.2 Punishments: Sex r o l e  a t t i t u d e s  of mothers  

I t  was hypothes ized  t h a t  Modern mothers compared t o  

T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers w i l l  be more i n t e n s e l y  and f r e q u e n t l y  

punish ing  wi th  t h e i r  g i r l s ,  when demands f o r  independent 

accornplishmcnts were n o t  f u l f i l l e d .  An i n t e n s e  punishment 

t o  t h e  g i r l  f o r  no t  be ing  independent  was expec ted  t o  push 

h e r  towards more s e l f - r e l i a n c e .  Whereas i n  f a m i l i e s  where 

mothers a t t i t u d e s  r e f l e c t e d  t r a d i t i o n a l  r o l e  concept ions ,  



less i n t e n s e  punishments o r  no punishment was assumed t o  be 

in s t rumen ta l  i n  making t h e  g i r l  more dependent on h e r  pa ren t s .  

I n  c a s e  of boys no d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  p a t t e r n  of punishments 

between t h e  two groups of mothers was hypothesized.  

The r e s u l t s  d i d  no t  suppor t  t h e  hypothes i s  a s  bo th  

Modern and T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers d i d  no t  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  among 

t h e i r  g i r l s  i n  t h e  u s e  of p h y s i c a l  o b j e c t  and v e r b a l  punishments 

when demands were not  obeyed (Table  4.8). There  w a s  no 

d i f f e r e n c e  i n  terms of f requency of punishments a l s o  between 

t h e  two groups of mothers. I n  c a s e  of boys t h e  hypo thes i s  

was confirmed a s  no d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  t h r e e  t y p e s  of punishments 

was found between t h e  two groups of mothers (Table  4.8). 

S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e r e  w a s  no d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  f requency  of 

punishments r e p o r t e d  by t h e  two groups of mothers. 

The f i n d i n g  of punishment p a t t e r n  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  

p a t t e r n  o b t a i n e d  f o r  rewards. Mothers i n  b o t h  t h e  groups 

a r e  ve ry  similar i n  t h e  use  of t h r e e  t ypes  of punishments on 

t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  when demands a r e  n o t  f u l f i l l e d .  The 

exp lana t ions  g iven  f o r  rewards when demands were f u l f i l l e d  

h o l d s  t r u e  f o r  punishments t o o .  

I t  i s  r e l e v a n t  t o  n o t e  h e r e  t h a t  s i m i l a r  t o  o b j e c t  

rewards f o r  f u l f i l l e d  demands, b o t h  t h e  groups of mothers 

used  punishment th rough  dep r iv ing  o b j e c t s  w i t h  most e a s e  t h a n  

p h y s i c a l  and v e r b a l  (Table  4.9).  I n  o t h e r  words, when a c h i l d  



f u l f i l s  a demand, he/she i s  given some o b j e c t  as a reward 

accompanied by t h e  t h r e a t  t h a t  he  ( o r  she )  would be depr ived 

of it i f  demands made a r e  n o t  obeyed. 

5.1.2.2.1 Sex of t h e  c h i l d ;  The hypothes i s  t h a t  Modern 

mothers w i l l  n o t  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  among t h e i r  sons  and daughte rs  

i n  t h e  t h r e e  t y p e s  of punishments when demands a r e  n o t  

f u l f i l l e d  was suppor ted   able 4.9).  Whereas t h e  hypothes i s  

t h a t  T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers w i l l  g i v e  more f r e q u e n t  and 

i n t e n s e  punishments t o  t h e i r  sons  was n o t  conf i rmed a s  t h e r e  was 

no d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  use  of t h r e e  t y p e s  of punishments f o r  

sons  and daughte rs  ( v i d e  Table  4.9). The most commonly 

r e p o r t e d  punishment f o r  b o t h  mothers was o b j e c t .  

Ross 133 found t h a t  mothers who c a l l  themselves  modern 

use  reasoning  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  r a t h e r  than  punishment. I n  h e r  

wordsCbthis  method i s  commonly found i n  n u c l e a r  f a m i l i e s  of 

h i g h l y  i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  s o c i e t i e s  t han  i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  societies, 

because of t h e  need t o  f i t  c h i l d r e n  t o  a d j u s t  t o  complex and 

va ry ing  p a t t e r n  o f .  behaviours  r a t h e r  than  t o  conf i rm t o  

c l e a r l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  r o l e s ?  Perhaps  what needs i n v e s t i g a t i n g  

i s  reasoning v e r s u s  punishment a s  a technique f o r  s o c i a l i z a t i o n .  



5  .l.3 Number of R e s t r i c t i o n s  and E a r l y  R e s t r i c t i o n s  

5.1.3.1 Sex-role  a t t i t u d e s  of mothers 

Mothers who viewed women's r n l e  i n  s o c i e t y  i n  an + 

e g a l i t a r i a n  pe r spec t ivc ,  were expected t o  be less r e s t r i c t i v e  

wi th  t h e i r  g i r l s  t h a n  mothcrs w i t h  c m f i n e d  views about 

women's r o l e  i n  s o c i e t y .  

The hypothes is  was supported a s  Modern mothers imposed 

less number of t o t a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  ( v i d e  Table  4.10) as w e l l  

a s  e a r l y  r e s t r i c t i o n s  (v ide  Table  4.12) on t h e i r  g i r l s  t han  

T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers. The f i n d i n g  i s  i n  consonance with  t h e  

f i n d i n g  of demands. A complete independence i s  acqui red  no t  

by merely making demands b u t  a l s o  by being l e s s  r e s t r i c t i v e .  

The two groups of mothers d i f f e r e d  no t  only i n  terms 

of number of r e s t r i c t i o n s  b u t  a l s o  i n  na tu re  of r e s t r i c t i o n s .  

Item a n a l y s i s  of r e s t r i c t i s n  l i s t  showed t h a t  a t  e a r l y  age 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r  num5er of T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers compared 

t o  Modern mothers r e s t r i c t e d  t h e i r  g i r l s  on 7 independent 

g ran t ing  i tems  ( i t cm nos. 2 ,  3, 5, 6, 1 0 , 1 1 9  However, 

s i m i l a r  t f 2  demand f i n d i n g  t h e r e  was no d i f f e r e n c e  on 

ca re t ak ing  items (Table 4.13).  A t  l a t e r  ages t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  

between t h e  two groups of mothers was inc reased  t o  8 

independence g ran t ing  i t e m s .  Again t h e r e  was no d i f f e r e n c e  

on ca re t ak ing  i t e m s .  Resu l t s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers 

i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on g i r l s  as they  grow up. 



I n  t r a d i t i o n a l  Ind ian  f a m i l i e s  r e s t r i c t i o n s  a r e  an 

i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of b r i n g i n g  up c h i l d r e n  e s p e c i a l l y  g i r l s .  The 

g i r l s  a r e  r e s t r i c t e d  more s o  because they  have t o  go t o  

husband 's  house and e x h i b i t  household t a l e n t s  r a t h e r  t h a n  

independence. She i s  cons ide red  a l i a b i l i t y  till h e r  marr iage,  

and a f t e r  marr iage h e r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a r e  passed  on t o  

in-laws. The c h i e f  emphasis i n  t r a i n i n g  of g i r l  i s  on 

modesty, g i r l s  a r e  a l s o  expected t o  be shy p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  

t h e  presence  of o l d e r  fami ly  members o r  s t r a n g e r s .  Mencher 140 

h a s  found t h a t  t h i s  i s  more accen tua t ed  a f t e r  puber ty .  A 

woman who a s s e r t s  h e r s e l f  o r  appears  t o  b e  o r i g i n a l  is  

spoken of a s  " too  forward and bold"  and hence cons ide red  

unf eminine . Khanna and Verghese 14' have noted t h a t  i n  h e r  

r o l e  a s  a daughte r  t h e  g i r l  is w i l l i n g  t o  ab ide  by c e r t a i n  

r e s t r i c t i o n s  because she  is  a g i r l .  She is cond i t i oned  

no t  t o  e x p l o i t  few liberties given t o  her .  

However, t h e  above mentioned exp lana t ions  do n o t  hold  

t r u e  comple te ly  i n  c a s e  of Modern mothers where l e s s  

r e s t r i c t i o n s  w e r e  imposed on g i r l s .  The f i n d i n g s  sugges t  

t h a t  p e r c e p t i o n  of f u t u r e  l i f e  goa l  of g i r l s  is no t  t h e  same 

f o r  t h e  two groups of mothers.  

I n  c a s e  of boys  t h e  hypo thes i s  was n o t  suppor ted  a s  

T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers compared t o  Modern mothers were more 

r e s t r i c t i v e  w i t h  t h e i r  boys a t  e a r l y  (Table 4.10) as w e l l  as 

a t  l a t e r  (Table  4.12) ages .  



Item a n a l y s i s  of t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n  l i s t  showed t h a t  

a t  e a r l y  age t h e r e  was a  d i f f e r e n c e  on 11 i t e m s  w i th  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r  number of T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers r e p o r t  

making t h e s e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on t h e i r  boys t h a n  Modern mothers 

(Table 4.14). Of t h e s e  11 items. 3 were of c a r e t a k i n g  

v a r i e t y  ( i tem nos. 14, 1 7 ,  18) and 8 w e r e  independence 

g ran t ing  i tems  ( i tem nos. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 10, 1 5 ) .  A t  

l a t e r  age t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  two groups of mothers 

was reduced t o  8  independence g ran t ing  i tems  wi th  no 

d i f f e r e n c e  o r  c a r e t a k i n g  i tems   able 4 . 1 4 ) .  Thus, r e s u l t  

i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a l though T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers impose more 

r e s t r i c t i o n s  on t h e i r  boys than  Modern mothers, t h e  amount 

of r e s t r i c t i o n s  reduces a s  t h e s e  boys grow up. 

One p o s s i b i l i t y  a s  t o  why T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers impose 

more r e s t r i c t i o n s  on t h e i r  boys a t  e a r l y  age, cou ld  be t h a t  

i n  t h e i r  adulthood, t h e s e  boys become t h e  major c a r e t a k e r s  

of t h e  family.  S t u d i e s  have shown t h a t  a  boy has t o  s h a r e  

main r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of t h e  fami ly  when he grows up. For 

example,to marrying of f  s i s t e r s ,  t o  educa te  younger b r o t h e r s  

and t o  look a f t e r  aging p a r e n t s  a r e  some of t h e  important 

s o c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t h a t  has  t o  b e  f u l f i l l e d  by t h e  boy. 

For  t h i s  reason a  boy i n  T r a d i t i o n a l  family is  r e s t r i c t e d  p r i o r  

t o  be  given independence s o  t h a t  he grows up t o  become a  

fami ly-or ien ted  man, a  complete independence t o  t h e  boy may 

l e a d  him t o  b reak  away from t h e  fami ly  which is n o t  d e s i r a b l e .  



5.1.3.2 Sex-of t h e  c h i l d  

The hypo thes i s  t h a t  Modern mothers ' w i l l  n o t  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  

among t h e i r  sons  and daughte rs  on r e s t r i c t i o n s  was no t  

confirmed. These mothers r e p o r t e d  more r e s t r i c t i o n s  

(Table  4.10) and e a r l y  r e s t r i c t i o n s  (Table 4.12) on 

daughte rs  t h a n  sons .  I n  c a s e  of T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers t h e  

r e s u l t  was i n  t h e  expected d i r e c t i o n  (Table 4.10 and 

Table  4.12).  

I t e m  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n  l is t  showed t h a t  a t  

e a r l y  age more Modern mothers r e s t r i c t e d  t h e i r  daughte rs  

t han  sons  on 6  i t ems  ( i tem nos. 3, 4, 5, 6 ,10,  1 4 ) .  Of t h e s e  

6 i tems on ly  one was c a r e t a k i n g  i t em ( i t em no. 14: v i d e  

Table  4.15). A t  l a t e r  age t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  was aga in  observed 

on 6  items ( i t e m  nos. 2, 4 ,  5, 8, 10, 14)  o u t  of  which on ly  

i t e m  no.14 was of c a r e t a k i n g  na tu re .  T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers, on 

t h e  o t h e r  hand, r e s t r i c t e d  t h e i r  daughte rs  compared t o  sons  

on  8 i t ems  a t  e a r l y  age ( i t em nos. 1, 4, 5, 8, 10, 14, 17, 19)  

o u t  of  which two were c a r e t a k i n g  i t e m s  ( i t e m  nos. 14, 1 7 ) .  

A t  l a t e r  age t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  was observed on 6  i t ems  ( i t e m  nos. 

4 ,  5, 8, 10, 14, 19)  w i t h  one c a r e t a k i n g  i t em ( i t em no.14; 

Table  4.16). 

Thus, r e s u l t s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a l though  g i r l s  of Modern 

mothers a r e  more r e s t r i c t e d  t h a n  sons,  t hey  a r e  f a r  less 

r e s t r i c t e d  t h a n  t h e  g i r l s  of T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers.  The 

f i n d i n g  sugges t  t h a t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  g i r l s  o f  Modern 



mothers i s  somewhere i n  t h e  middle of g i r l s  of  T r a d i t i o n a l  

mothers and boys of Modern mothers. The f i n d i n g s  of 

demands i n d i c a t e  t h a t  i n  o v e r a l l  independence they  a r e  more 

c l o s e r  t o  t h e i r  b r o t h e r s  than  t o  t h e  g i r l s  of T r a d i t i o n a l  

mothers. 

I t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  it i s  n o t  a 'change'  i n  women's 

r o l e  t h a t  Modern mothers envisage  b u t  an a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  

e x i s t i n g  one. Lueptow 142 has  a l s o  noted t h a t  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  

f o r  achievement and work i n  daughters  i s  o f t e n  done i n  

a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  f o r  motherhood. On t h e  b a s i s  

of h i s  survey on American women's motive t o  marry Scanzoni 143 

has  concluded t h a t  f o r  most young women p r e s s u r e s  toward t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  r o l e  s t i l l  t end  t o  outweigh p r e s s u r e s  toward 

modern r o l e  concept ions .  Th i s  may ho ld  t r u e  even f o r  

Ind ian  c u l t u r e  a s  Modern mother a n t i c i p a t e s  t h a t  i n  a d u l t  

l i f e  t h e  daughter  w i l l  p l ay  two r o l e s  w i th  g r e a t e r  

i n c l i n a t i o n  toward t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  r o l e .  

I n  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of western educated women's 

a t t i t u d e s  toward c h i l d - r e a r i n g  p r a c t i c e s ,  ~ e h t a ~ '  r e p o r t e d  

t h a t  t h e s e  mothers def ined  t h e i r  d a u g h t e r ' s  r o l e s  a s  one of 

s e r v i n g  f ami ly  i n t e r e s t s  above a l l ,  i n s p i t e  of t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  t h e s e  mothers a l s o  encouraged t h e i r  daughters  t o  be  s e l f -  

r e l i a n t  and less dependent.  According t o  Khanna and 

Verghese 14' t h e  new I n d i a n  woman wants t o  r e t a i n  h e r  i n t r i n s i c  



lwe f o r  t h e  home, t h e  chi ldren,  t h e  family and combine with 

t h i s  her determination t o  play a  v i t a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  soci- 

economic s t a t u s  of modern India .  Modern mother perhaps 

perceives both  t he se  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  and prepares her  daughter 

toward t h i s  end, b u t  an element of ambivalence can not be 

overlooked i n  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  of g i r l s .  

Overal l  f indings  on r e s t r i c t i o n  showed t h a t  g i r l s  of 

Modern mothers a r e  d i f f e r e n t l y  t r a i n e d  than g i r l s  of 

Trad i t iona l  mothers i n  terms of t o t a l  number of r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  

e a r l y  r e s t r i c t i o n s  and nature of r e s t r i c t i o n s .  Trad i t iona l  

mothers i r r r e a s e  t he  amount of r e s t r i c t i o n s  a s  t h e i r  g i r l s  

grow up. Resul ts  f u r the r  showed t h a t  T rad i t i ona l  mothers 

not only impose more r e s t r i c t i o n s  on t h e i r  g i r l s  b u t  a l s o  

restrict t h e i r  boys more than t h e  boys of Modern mothers. 

However, t h e  amount of r e s t r i c t i o n s  a r e  reduced a s  t he se  

boys grow up. Comparison between sons and daughters of Modern 

mothers revealed t h a t  desp i te  t h e i r  modern a t t i t u d e s ,  t h e m  

mothers restrict t h e i r  daughters than sons. Resul t  regarding 

Trad i t iona l  mothers was i n  t h e  expected d i r ec t i on  a s  these  

mothers repor ted  more r e s t r i c t i o n s  on daughters than  on sons. 

5.1.4 Emotional Consecruences of F u l f i l l e d  and Unfu l f i l l ed  
Res t r i c t i ons  

5.1.4.1 Rewards8 Sex r o l e  a t t i t u d e s  of motherg 

Regarding emotional consequences of r e s t r i c t i v e  

t r a i n i n g  it was hypothesized t h a t  Modern mothers compared t o  



T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers w i l l  b e  l e s s  i n t e n s e l y  and f r e q u e n t l y  

rewarding wi th  t h e i r  g i r l s  when r e s t r i c t i o n s  were obeyed. 

Whereas i n  c a s e  of boys t h e  two groups of mothers w i l l  not  

d i f f e r  i n  t h e  t h r e e  types  of rewards. This  was based on 

t h e  assumption t h a t  i f  a mother rewards t h e  c h i l d  f o r  

avoiding a t tempt  a t  independence and mastery, she  i s  

c r e a t i n g  a c o n d i t i o n  which favours  t h e  development of a 

motive t o  avoid achievement d i r e c t e d  a c t i o n s  and thoughts .  

The hypothes i s  t h a t  Modcrn mothers compared t o  

T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers w i l l  be l e s s  f r c q u e n t l y  and less 

i n t e n s e l y  rewarding when r e s t r i c t i o n s  were obeyed by t h e i r  

g i r l s  was no t  confirmed ( v i d c  Table  4.17). There  was no 

d i f f e r o n c e  i n  t h e  use  of t h r e e  t y p e s  of rewards used by two 

groups of mothers on t h e i r  g i r l s .  I n  terms of s h e e r  

frequency,  however, T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers were more rewarding 

t h a n  Modcrn mothers ( v i d i  Table  4 .17) .  

The hypothes i s  t h a t  two groups of mothers w i l l  no t  

d i f f e r e n t i a t e  among t h e i r  boys i n  t h e  use  of t h r e e  types  of 

rewards was p a r t i a l l y  supported.  Although s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

g r e a t e r  number of T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers gave o b j e c t  reward 

t o  t h e i r  boys, t h e r e  was no d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  u s e  of 

p h y s i c a l  and v e r b a l  rewards r e p o r t e d  by t h e  two groups o f  

mothers. I n  terms of t o t a l  f requency of rewards a l s o  Modern 

and T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers d i d  no t  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  among t h e i r  

boys ( v i d e  Table  4.17). 



The p a t - t e r n  of p h y s i c a l  o b j e c t  and v e r b a l  rewards f o r  

f u l f i l l e d  r e s t r i c t i o n s  i s  very s imi la r  t o  t h a t  of f u l f i l l e d  

delllands. The f i n d i n g  s u p p o r t s  t h e  view forwarded b e f o r e  

t h a t  p a t t e r n  of rewards is more of a  f u n c t i o n  of same s o c i a l  

c l a s s  t o  which t h e s e  mothers, belonged t h a n  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s .  

However, t h e  r e s u l t  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  T r a d i t i o n a l  mother is 

more f r e q u e n t l y  rewarding t h a n  Modern mothers. I t  may b e  

r e c a l l e d  t h a t  t h e y  rewarded more f o r  f u l f i l l e d  demands too .  

Moreover, r e s t r i c t i o n s  i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  I n d i a n  f a m i l i e s  a r e  

encouraged b a s i c a l l y  t o  main ta in  t h e  fami ly  system. These 

e a r l y  l i f e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  a r e  l a t e r ,  expressed  i n  t h e  form of 

s o c i a l  o b l i g a t i o n s ,  t h a t  one i n d i v i d u a l  i s  expec ted  t o  f u l f i l  

a t  t h e  c o s t  of  h i s  freedom. Modern mothers on t h e  o t h e r  hand 

a r e  no t  f r e q u e n t l y  encouraging because t h e y  a n t i c i p a t e  t h a t  

c h i l d r e n  w i l l  l e a d  a  l i f e  t h a t  c a l l s  f o r  h i g h e r  m o b i l i t y  

and independence. P a r e n t s  a l s o  a n t i c i p a t e  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  

might have t o  b r e a k  away from home because of employment 

and w i l l  have t o  t a k e  independent d e c i s i o n s  t o  l e a d  t h e i r  own 

l i f e  s t y l e .  

5.1.4.1.1 Sex of t h e  c h i l d r  The hypothes i s  t h a t  Modern 

mothers w i l l  n o t  d i f f e r e n t i s t e  among t h e i r  sons  and daugh te r s  

i n  t h r e e  t y p e s  of rewards w a s  p a r t i a l l y  suppor ted .  These 

mothers r e p o r t e d  s i m i l a r  p h y s i c a l  and o b j e c t  rewarc?s on t h e i r  

sons  and daughte rs ,  b u t  more v e r b a l  reward was used  on sons  

t h a n  on daugh te r s  (v ide  Tab le  4.18).  R e s u l t s  f u r t h e r  i n d i c a t e d  



thar; T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers d i d  n o t  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  among t h e i r  

sons  and daugh te r s  i n  t h e  u s e  of t h r e e  t y p e s  of rewards 

and t o t a l  f requency of rewards when r e s t r i c t i o n s  were obeyed 

( v i d e  Table  4.18).  

I t  i s  r e l e v a n t  t o  n o t e  h e r e  t h a t  t h e  most common 

reward used  by b o t h  t h e  groups o f  mothers was o b j e c t .  This  

i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  demand f i n d i n g .  Very few mothers i n  b o t h  

t h e  groups r e p o r t e d  us ing  p h y s i c a l  reward, which i s  most 

i n t e n s e  of t h e  t h r e e  rewards s t u d i e d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  S t u d i e s  140'30 done on t h e  c h i l d - r e a r i n g  

p r a c t i c e s  of I n d i a n  mothers show t h a t  i n t e n s e  rewards a r e  

seldom used  a s  means of encouraging good behaviours  i n  t h e  

c h i l d  and even i n  t h e  a d u l t .  P a r e n t s  f e e l  t h a t  too i n t e n s e  

reward may make t h e  c h i l d  t o  t a k e  'advantage of it '  and 

might s p o i l  t h e  c h i l d  i . e .  he (or s h e )  may develop f a l s e  

p r i d e .  

5.1.4.2 Punishmentsr Sex-role  a t t i t u d e s  of mothers 

I t  was hypothesized t h a t  Modern mothers compared t o  

T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers w i l l  b e  less i n t e n s e l y  and f r e q u e n t l y  

punish ing  when t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  were n o t  obeyed by t h e i r  

g i r l s ,  whereas t h e  two groups of mothers w i l l  n o t  

d i f f e r e n t i a t e  among t h e i r  boys i n  t h e  u se  of three t y p e s  

of punishments. 



The r e s u l t s  did not support t h e  hypothesis a s  s igni -  

f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r  number of Modern mothers compared t o  

Trad i t iona l  mothers reported t h e  use of physica l  punishment 

on t h e i r  gir ls ,when r e s t r i c t i o n s  were not obeyed, whereas 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r ea t e r  number of T rad i t i ona l  mothers reported 

t h e  use  of ob jec t  punishment (v ide  Table 4 . 1 7 ) .  I n  case  of 

boys t h e  hypothesis  was confirmed. The two groups of mothers 

d i d  not d i f f e r  i n  t h e  use of physical ,  ob jec t  and verbal  

punishments. No di f ference  was observed,in terms of 

frequency of punishments repor ted  by t he  two groups of mothers 

on t h e i r  boys. 

Thus, t h e  p i c tu r e  f o r  punishments when r e s t r i c t i o n s  

a re  not  complied with remains unclear .  However, t h e  one 

t h ing  t h a t  comes ou t  of t he  above f inding i s  t h a t  mothers 

i n  both t he  groups use i n t ense  as  w e l l  a s  f requent  punishments 

when r e s t r i c t i o n s  a r e  not complied with by t h e  ch i ld .  I t  

i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  note t h a t  most commonly used punishment 

repor ted  by t h e  two groups of mothers was phys ica l   able 4.18), 

when r e s t r i c t i o n s  w e r e  not obeyed by the  ch i l d ,  a s  opposed 

t o  t h e  ob jec t  punishment when demands were not f u l f i l l e d  

(Table 4.9). 

I t  appears t h a t  t he r e  i s  a considerable emphasis on 

in tense  punishment a s  a means of r e s t r i c t i n g  chi ldren .  

E a r l i e r  s t ud i e s ,  have a l so  shown t h a t  punishment i s  a very 

important means of t r a i n i n g  ch i l d r en  i n  Indian famil ies .  



According t o  Ka l r a  144 I n d i a  i s  a punishment-oriented 

s o c i e t y .  I n  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of s o c i a l i z a t i o n  of need f o r  

Achievement, Ka l r a  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  respondents  i n  b o t h  t h e  

h i g h  and low achievement groups were s e v e r l y  punished 

du r ing  t h e i r  chi ldhood.  The f i n d i n g s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  

p a t t e r n  of punishment does n o t  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  development of  

nAch. i n  t h e  c h i l d .  Ross 133 i n  h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of Hindu 

f a m i l i e s  i n  i t ' s  urban s e t t i n g  found t h a t  of 2 6 2  i n c i d e n t s  

of punishments mentioned by respondents ,  105 ( abou t  40 p e r  

c e n t )  were spanking ( p h y s i c a l )  . 

5.1.4.2.1 Sex  of t h e  c h i l d :  The hypothes i s  t h a t  Modern 

mothers w i l l  no t  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  among t h e i r  sons  and daugh te r s  

on t h e  t h r e e  t y p e s  of punishments was confirmed. There was 

no d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  u s e  of t h r e e  t y p e s  of punishments 

(Table  4.18).  I n  terms of f requency of punishmentsalso  

t h e r e  was no d i f f e r e n c e  between sons  and daughte rs .  

The r e s u l t  c l e a r l y  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  a l though  daughte rs  

compared t o  sons  a r e  more r e s t r i c t e d  by Modern mothers t hey  

are not  s e v e r e l y  punished f o r  n o t  complying w i t h  t h e s e  

r e s t r i c t i o n s .  

T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  among t h e i r  sons  

and daughte rs  i n  t h e  t h r e e  t y p e s  of punishments. S i g n i f i c a n t l y  

g r e a t e r  number of t h e s e  mothers r e p o r t e d  t h e  u s e  of p h y s i c a l  



punishment on t h e i r  sons and o b j e c t  punishment on t h e i r  

daughters  (Table  4.18). However, i n  terms of t o t a l  frequency 

of punishments sons  and daughters  were n o t . d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  by 

t h e s e  mothers. 

The s i m i l a r i t y  of t h e  p a t t e r n  of rewards and punishments 

used by t h e  two groups of mothers f o r  demands a s  wel l  a s  

r e s t r i c t i o n s  c a n  n o t  b e  expla ined  w i t h i n  t h e  r u b r i c  of 

sex- ro le  a t t i t u d e s  of mothers. E i t h e r  s o c i a l  class o r  

o t h e r  f a c t o r s  a r e  contr ibcl t ing t o  a high s i m i l a r i t y  i n  

p a t t c r n  of rewardsand punishments.  Moreover, McClelland 145 

i n  h i s  r e c e n t  a r t i c l e  on c h i l d - r e a r i n g  ve r sus  ideology and 

s o c i a l  f a c t o r s  has  nothing t o  say  on t h e  r o l e  of rewards 

and punishments i n  p e r s o n a l i t y  development. Th i s ,  along 

wi th  t h e  f i n d i n g  of t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  l e a d s  one t o  conclude 

t h a t  t h e  p a t t e r n  of rewards and p u n i s h m e n t ~ i s  n o t  a s s o c i a t e d  

w i t h  p a r e n t s  ideology.  

5.2 MOTHER'S SEX-ROLE ArPITUDES AND SEX-DIFFERENCES I N  

ndZH.  OF CHILDREN 

I t  was hypothesized t h a t  g i r l s  of  Modern mothers w i l l  

have h ighe r  nAch. t han  g i r l s  of T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers, whereas 

t h e  boys of t h e  two groups w i l l  no t  d i f f e r  i n  t h e i r  nAch. 



5.2.1 Sex-Role At t i tudes  of Mothers 

The hypothesis was confirmed a s  g i r l s  of Modern 

mothers had higher nAch. than g i r l s  of Trad i t iona l  mothers 

(Table 4.20). 

The quest ion which na tu ra l l y  follow is tha t :  i s  t h i s  

d i f ference  i n  g i r l ' s  achievement motivation due t o  maternal 

sex-role a t t i t u d e s  o r  a funct ion of background var iab les  

such a s  mother 's  employment, income, family type  (nuclear  

o r  combined) and/or number of chi ldren?  Comparison of t h e  

two groups of mothers d id  not  reveal  a d i f fe rence  on those 

var iab les  co able 3.1). Since t h e  two groups of mothers 

appear t o  be q u i t e  s imi l a r  i n  terms of income, employment, 

family type, and number of chi ldren,  any observed d i f fe rence  

can not  be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  these  f ac to r s .  

Many psychologists have assigned a c r i t i c a l  and 

enduring r o l e  t o  paren ta l  a t t r i b u t e s  i n  t h e  development of 

c h i l d ' s  personal i ty .  The most important pa ren ta l  a t t r i b u t e ,  

i n  t h i s  connection, has been masculinity and feminini ty.  

Spence and Helmreich 14' inves t iga ted  t he  r e l a t i onsh ip  between 

paren ta l  masculini ty and feminini ty and achievement 

motivation i n  t h e i r  high school chi ldren.  They reported a 

negative c o r r e l a t i o n  between mother 's feminini ty and 

daughter 's  competit iveness,  whereas a pos i t i ve  c o r r e l a t i o n  was 

observed between mother 's masculini ty and daughter 's  

competitiveness. 



The d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  nAch. of two groups of g i r l s  can  

b e  expla ined  i n  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  independence and 

Mastery t r a i n i n g  t h a t  they have received.  The g i r l s  of 

Modern mothers were given mre oppor tun i ty  f o r  independent 

accomplishment t h a n  t h e  g i r l s  of T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers a s  more 

number of demands and less r e s t r i c t i o n s  were imposed on them. 

Thus, from t h e  p r e s e n t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  it i s  p l a u s i b l e  t o  

assume t h a t  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  g i r l ' s  nAch. is a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  

t h e l r  mothers sex-role a t t i t u d e s .  

C o n s i s t e n t  wi th  t h e  hypothes i s  boys of t h e  two groups 

of mothers d i d  n o t  d i f f e r  i n  t h e i r  nAch (Table  4 .20) .  The 

r e s u l t  conf i rms t h e  i n i t i a l  assumption t h a t  mother ' s  sex-role  

a t t i t u d e  is  not  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  boys p e r s o n a l i t y  development 

a s  much a s  it Is a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h e  g i r l s  development. 

The two groups of boys a r e  same on nAch. d e s p i t e  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers r e p o r t e d  g iv ing  l a t e  independence 

t o  t h e i r  boys. F e l d  lo5 has  demonstrated t h a t  mothers who 

expected more independence and Mastery 6 y e a r s  l a t e r  than  

mothers who expec ted  independence and mastery a t  t h e  t i m e  of 

in te rv iew,  a l s o  had sons w i t h  h ighe r  a c h .  S i m i l a r l y  on t h e  

b a s i s  of his l i t e r a t u r e  survey,  McCleland 14' has  concluded 

t h a t  ' I . . .  it i s  e n t i r e l y  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  h ighe r  a c h i e v e m e n t  

may b e  t h e  consequence of mother ' s  p r e s s u r e  f o r  independence 

and Mastery a t  any age o r  cont inuously"  (p.86).  



Another p o s s i b i l i t y ,  a s  t o  why t h e  two groups of boys 

do n o t  d i f f e r  i n  t h e i r  nAch. c o u l d  b e  t h a t  a l though T r a d i t i o n a l  

mother s t a r t  l a t e  independence t r a i n i n g  for h e r  boy, she  

u s e s  more a p p r o p r i a t e  emotional  consequences t h a t  adds t o  

a h ighe r  nAch. i n  t h e i r  boys. 

5 .2 .2  Sex of  the C h i l d  

The hypo thes i s  t h a t  sons  and daughters  of Modern 

mothers w i l l  no t  d i f f e r  i n  t h e i r  nAch. was confirmed 

(Table  4 .20) .  The r e s u l t s  f u r t h e r  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  sons  of 

T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers had s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h ighe r  nAch. 

t h a n  daughters  (Table  4 . 2 0 ) .  

The f i n d i n g  s i g n i f i e s  t h a t  mothers w i th  modern 

a t t i t u d e s  have brought  up t h e i r  daughters  i n  such  a manner 

t h a t  daughters  do not  l a g  behind  i n  independent accomplish- 

ment .and huncc i n  nAch. Th i s  i s  e v i d e n t l y  n o t  t h e  c a s e  

with  mothers having t r a d i t i o n a l  a t t i t u d e s  toward women's role 

i n  s o c i e t y  a s  t h e i r  daughters  had lower nAch. than 

sons. 

I t  seems p l a u s i b l e  t h a t  compet i t iveness ,  an i n g r a d i e n t  

of achievement mot iva t ion  is  h igh ly  va lued  i n  t h o s e  f a m i l i e s  

where mothers have inco rpora t ed  masculine r o l e s  i n  t h e i r  

se l f -concept  o r  e x h i b i t  a n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l  a t t i t u d e s  toward 

sex- ro les  . According t o  Hof £man and ~~e~~~ t h e s e  mothers 



become a n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l  model f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  a 

c i rcumstance having s p e c i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  f o r  t h e i r  daughters ,  

and r e s u l t i n g  i n t o  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  of non-s te reo typ ic  

p e r s o n a l i t y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and o r i e n t a t i o n s .  

The n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l  a t t i t u d e s  of mothers c r e a t e  new 

e x p e c t a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  kinds  of a d u l t  r o l e s  t h a t  female 

c h i l d r e n  w i l l  p l a y .  I n  t h i s  connec t ion  ~ u c ~ t o w l ~ ~  h a s  no ted  

t h a t  t h e  end r e s u l t  of t h e s e  e f f e c t  i s  expected t o  be  an 

i n c r e a s e d  p a r e n t a l  emphasis on achievement, independence, 

s e l f - r e l i a n c e  and c a r e e r  f o r  daughte rs ,  p a r a l l e l i n g  t h a t  

t r a d i t i o n a l l y  a f fo rded  sons.  

5.3 INDEPENDENCE TRAINING AND NEED FOR ACHIEVEMENT OF 

BOYS AND GIRLS 

5.3.1 Demands and need f o r  Achievement 

C o r r e l a t i o n s  between t h e  number of demands and need 

f o r  Achievement of boys and g i r l s  w e r e  p o s i t i v e  (Table  4.21).  

10 The r e s u l t  i s  i n  l i n e  w i th  t h e  f i n d i n g s  of Winterbottom , 

who r e p o r t e d  t h a t  mothers of h i g h  need f o r  Achievement boys 

make more number of demands f o r  independence and Mastery 

t h a n  lows . I n  another  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  however, B a r t l e t t  

and Smith 14' have found r e v e r s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between number 

of demands and need f o r  Achievement of c h i l d r e n .  Murlidharan 

and ~ o ~ a ~ ~  found no r e l a t i o n s h i p  a t  a l l  between number of 



demands made by mother and t h e  need f o r  Achievement of t h e  

ch i ld .  Since,  t h r e e  contrary  r e l a t i onsh ip s  emerge, t h i s  

suggest a  need t o  f u r t h e r  probing i n t o  t h i s  r e la t ionsh ip .  

The r e s u l t s  i n  t he  area  of e a r l y  demands and need f o r  

Achievcmcnt a l s o  show i n t e r e s t i n g  var ia t ions .  I n  a Gcrman 

samplc McClelland 14' found e a r l y  t r a in ing  t o  be str;ongly 

associa ted  wi th  higher  need f o r  Achievement, while i n  h i s  

B r a z i l  sample, he obtained t he  reverse  re la t ionsh ip .  B a r t l e t t  

and however repor ted  no s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i onsh ip  

between e a r l i n e s s  of demands and need f o r  Achievement. 

Murlidharan and ~ o p a ' ~ ,  showed a  tendency towards cu rv i l i nea r  

r e l a t i onsh ip  between t h e  age a t  which t h e  demands were made 

and t he  s t r eng th  of need f o r  Achievement. The p resen t  study 

i nd i ca t e s  a  t r end  of pos i t i ve  r e l a t i onsh ip  between e a r l i n e s s  

of demands and need f o r  Achievement, a s  Modern mothers have 

made g rea te r  number of e a r l y  demands than T rad i t i ona l  mothers. 

5.3.2 Res t r i c t i ons  and Need f o r  Achievement 

Negative co r r e l a t i ons  w e r e  obtained between t h e  number 

of r e s t r i c t i o n s  imposed by t h e  mother and need f o r  Achievement 

of t h e  c h i l d  (Table 4.23). The f inding is  i n  consonance with 

winterbottomlo who reported t h a t  mothers of high need f o r  

Achievement group impose less r e s t r i c t i o n s  than t h e  mothers 

of low need f o r  Achievement 'group. Murlidharan and Topa 1 2  

however found no r e l a t i onsh ip  between the  number of r e s t r i c t i o n s  

and need f o r  Achievement of t h e  ch i l d .  



5.4 EXPECTANCY FOR SUCCESS OF BOYS AND GIRLS 

I t  was hypothesized t h a t  g i r l s  o f  Modern mothers 

w i l l  expec t  h i g h e r  grades  i n  forthcoming examinat ion than  

g i r l s  of T r a d i t i o n a l  mothers, whereas t h e  boys of t h e  two 

groups of mothers w i l l  no t  d i f f e r  i n  t h e i r  expectancy 

e s t ima te s .  

5.4.1 Sex-Role A t t i t u d e s  of Mothers 

The hypo thes i s  was confirmed a s  t h e  expectancy 

e s t i m a t e s  of g i r l s  of Modern mothers was s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

h ighe r  t h a n  t h e  expectancy e s t i m a t e s  of g i r l s  of T r a d i t i o n a l  

mothers ( v i d e  Tab le  4 . 2 4 ) .  The main e f f e c t  of Sex-role  

a t t i t u d e  of mothers w a s  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  g i r l ' s  

expectancy e s t i m a t e s  a r e  g r e a t l y  determined by t h e i r  

mother ' s  a t t i t u d e s .  The main e f f e c t  of sex of t h e  c h i l d  

w a s  n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t .  However t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  e f f e c t  of 

two v a r i a b l e s  w a s  found t o  be s i g n i f i c a n t  ( v i d e  Tab le  4 .25) .  

C o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  hypothes i s ,  boys of t h e  two groups 

expected t o  do e q u a l l y  w e l l  i n  t h e  examination.  

5.4.2 Sex of t h e  C h i l d  

The hypo thes i s  t h a t  sons  and daughte rs  c f  Modern 

mothers w i l l  n o t  d i f f e r  t h e i r  Expectancy f o r  s u c c e s s  w a s  

confirmed. However, t h e  hypo thes i s  t h a t  sons  of T r a d i t i o n a l  



mothers w i l l  expect higher grades than daughters was not 

confirmed. No d i f fe rence  was observed i n  t h e  expectancy 

es t imate  of sons and daughters of Trad i t iona l  mothers. 

Parsons e t  a 1  123 have suggested t h a t  t h e  c h i l d ' s  

expectancy f o r  success i s  cont ingent  upon what h i s (hc r )  s i gn i t i c an  - 

o the r s  expect of him ( h c r ) .  Competitive pressures  from peer  

groups and s u b t l e  expression of parents  and t eachers  could 

be some of t h e  reasons f o r  ch i ld ren  t o  set a high expectancy 

es t imates .  However, t h e  element of s o c i a l  d e s i r a b i l i t y  can 

not be ru led  out from the  present  study a s  t h e  quest ion 

about t h e i r  expectancy f o r  success was d i r e c t l y  asked t o  

chi ldren .  

5.5 IMPLICATIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH 

One a rea  of i n t e r e s t  f o r  f u r t h e r  research could  be 

t o  r e l a t e  women's sex-role modernity with o the r  dimensions 

of o v e r a l l  modernity such a s  educat ional  and 

occupat ional  a sp i ra t ion ,  mass-media exposure, urbanism, 

work commitment and ac t i ve  publ ic  pa r t i c ipa t ion .  I t  may a l s o  

be i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  inves t iga te  t h e  r e l a t i onsh ip  between mother's 

sex-role a t t i t u d e s  and t h e i r  daughter 's  c a r ee r  asp i ra t ion ,  

masculinity,  feminini ty  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  and cogni t ive  

c a p a b i l i t i e s .  



The a r e a  which has no t  been explored i s  t h e  e f f e c t  

of f a t h e r ' s  sex- ro le  a t t i t u d e s  on t h e  upbringing of g i r l s .  

A complete unders tanding of t h i s  may come by s tudying  t h e  

sex- ro le  a t t i t u d e s  of bo th  mothers a s  w e l l  a s  f a t h e r s  and 

i t ' s  e f f e c t  o n  c h i l d  r e a r i n g  p r a c t i c e s .  F u r t h e r ,  t h e  area 

which needs i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  rewards and punishments 

ve r sus  reasoning a s  a s o c i a l i z i n g  technique.  


