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S U M M A R Y  

T h e  p r e s e n t  s tudy  w a s  designed t o  compare the 

independence t r a i n i n g  given t o  boys and g i r l s  by t w o  groups 

of mothers having Modern and T r a d i t i o n a l  a t t i t u d e s  toward 

women's r o l e  i n  s o c i e t y .  The s tudy  f u r t h e r  compared t h e  

need f o r  Achievement and expectancy f o r  s u c c e s s  of boys and 

g i r l s  of t h e  two groups of mothers. 

The o b j e c t i v e s  and t h e  under lying assumptions of  t h e  

p r e s e n t  s t u d y  can  b e  desc r ibed  i n  t h e  fo l lowing  manner, a 

fami ly  i n  which a mother ' s  a t t i t u d e s  r e f l e c t  a h i g h l y  

d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  set of sex- ro les  t h e n  d i f f e r e n t i a l  t r a i n i n g  

of boys and g i r l s  w i l l  be p red ic t ed ,  because t h e r e  is  very  

l i m i t e d  d e n s i t y  of  r o l e s  o r  p r e f e r e n c e s  t h a t  c a n  be 

emphasized on them. A s  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  pe rce ived  by t h e  

mother become broader-sex-role  d i s t i n c t i o n s  are less 

pronounced - t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  t r a i n i n g  g iven  t o  sons  and 

daughters  w i l l  be minimized. A s  a r e s u l t  s i m i l a r  l e v e l  of  . 
need f o r  Achievement and expectancy f o r  success  i n  sons  and 

daughters  was p red ic t ed .  Sample c o n s i s t e d  of  1 2 2  mothers 

of  a class I c i t y .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t h e  sample inc luded  244 

c h i l d r e n ,  1 2 2  boys and 1 2 2  g i r l s  of t h e s e  mothers, whose 

age a t  t h e  t i m e  of  i n t e rv i ew ranged from 8 y e a r s  t o  1 2  years .  

On t h e  b a s i s  of scores obta ined  on Hawley's s ex - ro l e  modernity 

s c a l e ,  t h e  respondents  were c l a s s i f i e d  i n  two p o l a r  c a t e g o r i e s  - 



61 Modern and 61 Tradit ional .  A se l f - repor t  questionnaire, 

developed by Winterbottom and adapted t o  Indian condition 

by Murlidharan and Topa was used t o  measure aimensions of 

independence t ra in ing .  Need f o r  Achievement i n  children was 

assessed by using TAT pic tures ,  developed by Prayag Mehta. 

Children's  expeatancy f o r  success was recorded by asking a 

d i r e c t  question about t h e i r  expected ranks o r  divis ions  i n  

six-monthly examination. 

The r e s u l t s  obtained indicated tha t  Modern mothers 

compared t o  Tradi t ional  mothers made greater  number of demands 

and ea r ly  demands on t h e i r  g i r l s .  The two groups of mothers 

d id  not d i f f e r e n t i a t e  among t h e i r  boys i n  t o t a l  number of 

demands and nature of demands. However, Modern mothers 

reported making greater  number of ea r ly  demands on t h e i r  boys 

than Tradi t ional  mothers. Results fur ther  showed t h a t  Modern 

mothere did not d i f f e r e n t i a t e  among t h e i r  sons and daughters 

i n  t o t a l  number of demands, but  more ear ly  demands were made 

on sons than on daughters. I n  case  of Tradi t ional  mothers 

r e s u l t s  w e r e  i n  expected d i rec t ion  as more number of demands 

and ear ly  demands were made on sons than on daughters. 

Pa t te rn  of rewards and punishments f o r  f u l f i l l e d  and unfu l f i l l ed  

demands respectively was found t o  be similar i n  the  two 

groups of mothers. 



Modern mothers w e r e  less r e s t r i c t i v e  with t h e i r  g i r l s  

as  w e l l  as  boys than  Trad i t iona l  mothers. However, more 

ea r ly  r e s t r i c t i o n s  were reported on daughters than on sons 

by mothers wfth modern a t t i t u d e s  toward women's r o l e  i n  . 
society.  Trad i t iona l  mothers, on t h e  o ther  hand, reported 

more r e s t r i c t i o n s  and ea r ly  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on daughters than 

sons. Simi lar  t o  demand f indings.  s i m i l a r i t y  was found 

between t h e  two groups of mothers i n  t he  use of rewards and 

punishments f o r  f u l f i l l e d  and u n f u l f i l l e d  r e s t r i c t i o n  

respect ively .  

Overall ,  f indings  and i t e m  ana lys i s  of demands and 

r e s t r i c t i o n s  po in t  t o  t he  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  it i s  not a  change 

i n  women's roles t h a t  Modern mothers envisage bu t  an addi t ion  

t o  t he  ex i s t i ng  one. Mothers with modern a t t i t u d e s  s o c i a l i z e  

t h e i r  daughters f o r  work and achievement i n  addi t ion  t o  

motherhood - a  " j u s t  i n  case" phenomena. However, s o m  

d i s s i m i l a r i t y  was a l s o  observed i n  t h e  upbringing of boys 

by two groups of mothers. The f inding t h a t  t h e  t w o  groups 

of mothers d i d  not d i f f e r  much i n  t h e  pa t t e rn  of rewards 

and punishment was a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t he  same socio-economic 

c l a s s  t o  which these  mothers belonged. 

A s  expected t h e  g i r l s  of Modern mothers compared to 

g i r l s  of Trad i t iona l  mothers obtained higher nAch. scores. 

The boys of t h e  two groups of mothere d i d  not d i f f e r  i n  t h e i r  



nAch. scores. A 2 ( sex- rob  a t t i t u d e s  of mothers) x 2 (sex 

of t h e  c h i l d )  analysis  of variance, revealed a s ign i f i can t  

main e f f e c t  of sex m l g  a t t i t u d e s  of mothers. The main 

e'tfect of taex of the  ch i ld  was not s ign i f i can t  nor was t h e  

interac+lon of t h e  two var iables  studied. Similarly, two way 
I 

aa+lprJta of variance for expectancy f o r  success revealed a 

d g h i f i c a n t  main e f f e c t  of sex-role a t t i t u d e s  of mothers. 

The main e f f e c t  of sex of t h e  c h i l d  was not  s ign i f ican t .  

The in te rac t ion  e f f e c t  of t h e  two var iables  w a s  s ign i f ican t .  

* These reeubte orere interpreted i n  the  l i g h t  of g rea te r  
I 

Uai- given t o  chi ldren especia l ly  g i r l s  of 
& .  . 


