AL ENEFEE ST IS EL RN S ST SN 28 '“**'i
¥

e hoi e e Aok s e kol

|
!
i
-
ok

LRSI S N X R T R AR R L E L T
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The purjose of this theais is to discuss the
Socio=Fconomic conditions of the aboriginal tribe, the
Savaras of Southern Urissa, under the DBritish adminiat-
ration from 1766 to 1970 A.lle The period covered is,
infact, the most im:ortmant & sipnificant reriod from
adrinistra-ive ;oint of view, as well as from Soclio=
oonomic unliftment 1 oints of view of the peorle of
Southern Uris:a in genernl & of the aboriginal S-varas
of the rupgion in particular. The study begins with the
tranafer of Horthern-Circafs to the “:st Indir Comrany
in 1766 s, The reriod from 1766 till the end of 13th
Century was a time of conflicts and uncertainties for
both the ¢ at India Com any and the eboriginal sSavaras
ol Lo thern Urissa. 'The odern Southern Orissa consisted

ol the dilstricts of G:njJam, thulbani & ¥oraput,

In 1687 A.i'. Aurangzeb, the Moghul Cm:.erér of
Nelhi conquered Golkunda and annexed the whole kingdom to
his own 1-;'mp1re1. The newly conquered tersritory was
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1. Tods Maltby; ffanjam Diastrict Manual (Madras,

1918) 1'1-70-80,
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placed under the administration of an officisgl called
Subadar of Teccan, who was later on designated as Nigam
of Hyderabd a2, The dlstricts of southern Orisss remain-
ad under the Muslim rule till 1755, when Salabat June,
the iizam of |lyderabad assigned the Morthern (Cirears to
the {'rench fencral /e Bussy3 as o token of his gratitude
t0 him for his military help to the throne of lyderabad,
The whole Chicacole Clrear incluiing GanJam (ircsent
Southern Orissa) was administered by a Yuslim toujdar

ol Chicacole with assistance of a Dejuty at Itchapur“.

anand Faz, the “ada of Vizianagarm, Telt deos
tarated in not ;ettins any help from the ‘nglish et
Mndras, au:ealed to lord Tlive in Bengal, for hel; in
criving out the “rench from thelr jossegsion in liorthern
(‘ircars, The adreal was warnmly res onded to bty Lord
©live, who sent an army cf five hundred Turopesns, two
thousezrnds sepoys & one hundred luscars or seamen under
the command of Colonel ‘orde to V1zianagaram5. Tolonel,
Forde, nloncwith nls troops reached st Vizagapatnam in
september, 1758 & with combined forces of “nand ' ..2u,

defeated the French at lbeddapore in the Godavari district,

2 Velrancis « Vizagapatam istrict Gazttesr
(Madrae, 1907) (.38.
3 Vizagapatnam District ¥anual (Mad:as, 1869)-F-1T73
4, Vet rancise V.70 (Madras, 1907). =30
5e a)Col.5ir, Charles iilson - Lord Clive (London,1941)
=120,

b)'['.J .!’1altby’ Up‘ Cit. p’-a“.
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Colonel Forde also accomplished his victory over the
French by aquiring Masulipatam in 1759. Salabat Jung,
the Nizam of ilyderabad was pleased with the fnglish &
concluded a peace treaty with them & assigned Musalipatam
& rizampatam s8 Inam or free-gifts to them, and even he
apreed to crde to them the whole of iHorthern Circars,
provided the 'nrlish would assist him against his brother
“izan Ali? Nizam All succeeded him in the same year &
restored the revicus peace treaty by granting to the
‘nglish the vihole of Northern ircars., i'1s8 apreement
with Tolonel rorde was formally ratified by the Mughal
tmreror on the 12th sue, 1765 A.l'y by a Firman {(royal
sroclamation) piven the torthern Circars as a free-gift

to his ally, the i~at India Company7.

Yhe above  irman of the imperor was im;lemented
witt. the signing ol another jesce treaty between MNizam
\1i & the bnglish on the 12th Lov: , 17663 according
wirich letters were issued to all Zauindar RaJas(the land
lords) oi the Horthern Circars asking them to regard the
.8t India Company as thelr sovereign in future, & jay
their tritute (rents) & the respect without causing any

trot,eblea. A5 such these three districts (Gr-njam & Phulbeni

G *"itchison, '.A. Collection of treaties, Enga-
gement & Sunnuds relating to Indis & nelighbour-
ing countries (Calcutta, 1864) Vol.,V.'-11,

Te I're HeKeSatiu, 'eK,Migshra & J. X, 3Sahu - History
of Oriassa (Cuttack, 1979) VI =376-77,
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in Canjam Division & Koraput districts in Jeypore Zamind-
ary in Vizagapatam i’ivision) of Southern Orissa remained
under the Government of Madras :residency till 1936 A.Dj
when a separate Orissa irovince was formed, ‘+hen modemn
Gris:a state formed, the Gonjam Maliah & Jeypore Zamind-

ery were taken from Madras lresidency & merged into Orissea.

Sporadic efforts were, hovwever, made by eminent
scholars to carry con research on variocus aspects of
Orissan history & culture, mostly for obtaining Toctorate
degree of different Lniverasisitea, The then OUris-na
proper was not the modern Oris-a State, but only they
meant malnly the districtse of Cuttack, rurl & Balasore,
Almost all tlie scholars working for their th.Dsmtill
recently worked on the history of those three Northern
districts neplecting the history of the districts of
western Urissa & Southern Orisss. DBut recently scholars
have come forward to work on the history of these negle-

cted districts & trying their beat to fill up the void,

Pescarch on the history of Southern Urisss has
Juit atarted. tmf, Xanchan Mazumder, irof, H.C.hay,
trof. ¥.CuJenn i'rof, J,X.5%emal have b=en taken keen inter-
est to study the history of Soutnern Oris:a., The resear-
ch scholars like “r. T.F.Rsmswamy Iyengar on "Resiatence
to British Hule 4in Canjam (1766-1858 :.,D.)$ Dr. .Behema
on ®“Freeiom movement in the state of Ghumsar in Orissa
(1836=1866); Dr, “.Ch. Mishra on "history of G njas under
the british (1767-1909 A.D.)' ©r., B.Ch.Das, on "History
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of Mohury Zemind:sry® nr. (Mias) N.iatro on ™iistory of
i arlakhesundl from 1767 to 1881 a.h'. & Nr, Bhaskar Nas,
on "Soclo=fconomic History of Southerm Orissa during
the 19th Century"™ hove worked on the history of Southem
Orisca for their bPh.Ds. & high lighting meainly on the
Dritiak establishment & their administration in 3Southcorn
Orissa., Dr. e Beherg, Nr. ¥.0he Mishra. 7. thaskar Nas
have jartially high lighted on "Hhonds*® cne of the abori-
2inyl tribes & the largest trivsl group of Southern Orisss.
e Me:titro has dealt with the aboriginal Savara tribe in

har research with limited treatments.

Hesldes theso resecarch works, earlier acholara
S.N.liny, wha 18 helieved to be the first Indi.n ach-lars
to write on the trib:s of Orissa. In 1927, he wrote a
descrirtive paper on the Savarz tribe of Orissa, which
was ocublished In Man in Indin, VHl.VTT tiosd {1927) Ar, W.W.
Hunter have mentlioned Zavaras In his famous work "Orissan.
Vol II (1872). €.V, Sitepatl, on the “-vara, T.l.alton,
lescri-tive . thrology of Uengel (1872), '..Taylor edited
"Memolr on the Genjam Mzliansh in the Madras @ ~sidency
{(tanjam 1885) where re -'escribes the steps takzn by the
Pritish Government for the Socio-!"conomic develomment of the
Savaras of laralakhemundi, P.O, Majumdar in his work
*aborigines of the high lznds of Contral Indie (Calcutta,
19271, & f.Alyapypan wrote a paper on Navara, which is publish-
ed in Adivasi, where they degeribe abmut the location of

sevara settlement, The =chol:irs gpeciflly worked on differ-
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"Castes & Tribes of sSouthern India Vol.VI (1909) Sachin
lloy "aspects of the culture of Lanjia 3soras, i'ublished
in March of India, (Vol.,VI No.2 1453); K.7. Chattopadhyaya,
tSome moterials for social educstion of tribal in ~astern
Indla"; T.J.Maltby, Grnjam istrict. Manual (Medras,1918),
Ne Senapati, edited, Criscsa Nistrict Cizetteer, <oraput
196617 .Ce".Bell, edited Origsam District. Gazetteer Koraput
16453 Tr. Votlwin, Tribal Myths of Oris:a (1954) & Religion
of a Tribe (©955), r. Vikram Singt, "GClimses of Indian
rmalture” {Allahabad, 1967); L.¥.Sahu, "The Hill Tribes of
Jeyoore® They have high lighted on the various aspects of
the altorigingl Sovara tribes bPut have neglected the <avaras
of “outhern Oris a. Thisg work 1s the first of ita kind
qigh lignting attention on the hilly-tribsle-tracts of
souinern reglon of Orisasa, from the bHiritish a eccupation
in 17606 .4ite till the enu of 19th Century A.l)e cOVering

lnost one hundred & firty years of bLritish administration.

A Study of the himtory of » region reflects the
soclal & economical conditiona of a ~iven period of that
re-jon in the best possihle manner. Thisa work is such s
shidy on a particular tribes, the Sevarze in “outhern Qrissa

with the view to bringine them to the 1lime lights of history.

This research opens & new vista in the history
of the aboriginal S-varas of Southern Urissa covering a wide
range oi time riznt Ifrom earliest times to the begining of

the 20th Century. This study is necessary to pesp into
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the obscured history of Southern O1'issa, 80 a8 to bring
the same to light with adequ:te focus on the Socio-Fcono-
sical & cultural conditimna in the reglon malnly pertaine

iny to the ~boriginal 3avaras,

There are in all five chapters, The ¥First
“hapter turows light on the torography, origin rorulation
distribution, & division of the aboriginal 5avara tribes
of :outhern Orisse. "The history of the Savare tracts in
euthern Orisca under different dyrastieg with varied
ndniniatrative volicies till the British occujyation to

the repion, has bcen z2nalysed in the Chapter Second.

In the 7hird Chaypter a detail onzlyses of the
niptive adnlnistration of the Zumindar Rajas have been made.
‘ue lights hgve been thrown on the iritish sdministration
pencrating new cnanges 4 reforns in the tridal atmosphere

ol the wavara irescts.

The “ourth Tharter deals with the csuses & tha
lrvolverent of the aboripinal <svares in the resistance
movement agalnst the British rule in the Savara tribale

tracts of “outhern Orissa; & its effects.

I the iftn chapter thorourh discussion tasg
been made about the sboriginal Savara Soclety, village,
| suse, i'vod, i'ress & umomentsy life-cycle, ranging from
iYeghancy to the dis osal of dead & sncestor worship, re-
ligious belliefs & practices, language; economic organisation,

viz:. their main & subsidiarv oceccunations. means & techni-
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teciniques of production, indebtedness; weekly markets;
& trade & cormmerce ete, This chapter is followed by

the "Sumriary & Conclusion® of the - ark.



