


C O N C L U S I O N  

Yauthem Orissa was a vassal  reuion in Western 

part  of Orissa around the Eastern Ghnut nountain range. 

T h i s  region vas e a r l i e r  a craddle of a great  I r eh i s t o r i c  

c iv i l i an t ion  & cul ture ,  the  evidence of which ore amrly 

avail:  ble a t  d i f fe ren t  parts of the  region i n  form of rich 

t ~ i s t o r i c a l  remains under t he  coverage of thick j w l e s  81 

enrthly surfaces. The e a r l i e s t  inhabitants of t h e  region 

were the  aboriginal Saveras & the 'Xhonds, who were ethnlo* 

l l p  ~ : rnvid ians .~  The  ~ e o p . r a ~ h i c ~ 1  el tunt ion of Southern Orissa 

has given i t a  inhebltents ( the  ~ b o r i g i n a l  ~ a v a r a s )  a distlinot 

cu l tu ra l  ident i ty  tainted wkth mixed 4ry:m Dravidian influ-. 

e r i ce~  . 2 
(:radudly, w i t h  the m a r a h  of time, l l k e  the  other 

~~larts Of the Cbmtry, the  people including Savar-3s of a u t h -  

em Orissa oame i n  con tpac t  with t he  Wyans, Muallma, Euro- 

peans & Christians; & i n  the procees, they fanned a comwsite 

c;oplillution having d i f fe ren t  religious.  r a c i a l  6 l i n ~ u i s t i o  

1. Rath, Bipln Dehari, compiler of "Tarini Charm 
Grnnthiaveli~~ published Bahamplr Univaa i t  
Bh~nja Bihar, Borhamyur Ediction, 
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g r a y  l i k e  the Hindus, Mohamnadans, Moghuls, kathanrs, 

Sheikhs, C;yeds, I.Xasiena, Europeans, Christiane, n ~ t i v e  

Chriatiene, Oriyas, Tc lu~us ,  Uhonds & Stavaras. 3 

The rrboriginal Savaras a r e  an o r ig ina l  nat ive pear~le 

of Southern Oriasa and they numbred more than the non- 

n ta r i - ina l  inhsbitante, l i k e  the Oriyas and Telugus in a l l  

h i s t o r i ca l  times in t h ~ i r  region. The ahOriRlnal Sflvaras 

of taralakhemundi LRI indarg numbered 52,302 in rauthsrn 

Orism, a s  per the oeneua of 1891.~ The inhebitntion of 

Southern Orissa largely by tho t r i be l a  rewrlted i n  the  g r b  

dual t r i ba l i s a t i on  of a l l  the t r ad i t iona l  ine t i tu t iona  and 

t h e  syeteme - pol i t i ca l ,  aooial, economio ard cultural .  In 

the process w i t h  the  w r c h  of time, a t r i b a l  mvironwent 

p u a i s t e d  i n  the region a l l  through the ages 1eavl.w i ts  

permanent lapact  on anything and everything, r i 8 , h t  upta the 

 resent time i n  wB around t ho  t r i b a l  belt. 5 

The ~bDr ig inn l  Y a v a r a r s  of this region have been focus- 

ed i n  the t radi t ions  a s  an ancient m a t  people of " h a r a t  

Varaeen - meanlw India. fhta gographiaa l  s i tua t ion  of 

Southern Orisaa, made it the  nerve Oentra of Oriasa~l pa l i t l -  

c a l  and cultuixtl a c t i v i t i e s  a l l  through the hie to r iaa l  eras. 6 

4. The I m  r i a l  Gazetteer of  India, Vol.XX, k & i Q  
tusnd 1908) 1'04. 

r .' . r 
History of Oriya Li tera ture  Vol-I1 (cut tad-1956) 
Op. c i t ;  k f -4-489. 

6. Ibid. PP -516 & 92. 



laith t h e  eetablishment of the Br i t i sh  power mer lhe 
7 Northern Circars  a f  the Madma I r e s i d m c y  , the Br i t i sh  set 

t o  administer i nhe r i t i ne  a dismantled Moghul y o l i ~ y . ~  The 

B r i t i s h  a h o a t  took a century t o  consolidate their Nlw 
iiosition i n  southern Or4isea, r i ~ h t  from 1766 till 1866. The 

Ur i t i sh  faced continuous resirtame from the m t i v e  R a . 3 ~  & 

the  abor iginal  tribals, the  Sevaras & the Khonde, of the  

region. The ajas, being firmly eupriarted by t h e  B i s a o i s  

( feudal  ah ie fs ) ,  Naiks (military generals)  m d  k d k s  (ad 

r e t a i n e r s )  became r e f r ac to ry  end def ian t ,  and put up dogged 

r e s l e h n c e  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  author i ty ,  end created a c l imate  

of tenelon .and i n s t a b i l i t v .  4lmost a l l  t he  BFitiah m i l i t a r y  

campaigns resulted i n  f i a s c o  in one w a y  o r  t h e  other ,  due to 

t h e i r  lack of  cloee knawledge of t t m  s t r a t e g i c  parts of  the 

repJon, whiah refnalned cavered up under th ick  3 w l e s  and 

inacess ib le  rnountdne. The n r i t i s h e r e  were able to 1:ut down 

their (! r l j  s) res ie tancea,  only a f t e r  they w e l l  acquired su- 

f f i c i e n t  knowledge nbout the geography of t h e  region, the 

strategic sec te ta ,  i t s  peop le ,  their l e n g u q e  end l i fe-s tyle  

af ter  a s  many aa one hundred years. 9 

T h e  1 xjos  of :;outhern Orissa md tbir  subjecta the  

n b r i l : i n a l  :averas  ancl t h e  Wondr, n l l  thmuvh 'he sgms acted 

aa aemi-independent r u l e r s  and rulad,  although they had 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - -  
7. a )  C.V. Aitcr,ieon - A co l l ec t ion  of t r e a t i s e ,  engage- 

ment & a m a d s  r e l a t i n g  t o  India & neighbouring 
cvuntriee Vol V , ( ~ a l o u t t a ;  1864)FV-14-15. 

b) Guide to the records of  Cmjam D i  e t r ic t ,Chepkr-f  f , 
k - 1 ,  X C I  Val. 335-3361 19%. 

c) F ina l  lleport on the  major set t lmmt o ra t ion  
E%-State areas,  ( b a r d  of Revenue, 193 e62 ). PJ. 

8 a )  F i f t h  Report from s e l e c t  committee, Vo1-If,I-9 
( ; , ey r i t  Mefl rns ,  1883.) 



renained under d i f f e r en t  ~-armunt  pwere. The in te rna l  

autonomy and independence of the ru l e r  and ruled (aboriglnale) 

had never been enchroachd u p n ,  by t h e i r  parmvlt euthorl- 

t i e s  l i k e  the  .%mnvnnsis, the Wryev~mia, the Kutsbehahi 

Yultnns of Golkunde, Decam Governors - the Nirms of Hytiera- 

b .  Their sentiment of in tarna l  independence had bem wall  

guarded, protected and resgeoted by such pammomt Tpnfare. 

lbt when the  Br i t i sh  becmme i ts  paramount authority, adopted 

the io l i cy  of leasing out the  r iwt  of col lect ian of t r i bu t e  

t o  the concerned F~aJns o r  t h e  h i ~ h e s t  bidders, without aaqulr- 

in:: su f f i c ien t  knowledge of the  sources of inanne of the 

people, and ouch s i t u r t i ons  gave r i s e  t o  confrontretion bntw- 

een t h e ~ i  md the Imperial Goverment. In  the w e n t  of f a i l u r e  

t o  pay regular tributes, the  .haJan were l i a b l e  for  removal 

from lower, m d  w i t h  such a prilctiae they had n w e r  bnfora 

brvm ecquintvd, they grew defiant,  when they were forcad ta 

face ouch humiliatinp. consequence of t h a i r  rafunal o r  relu- 

ctance t o  pay t he  t r lbuten  r e ~ u l m l y .  The frequant in tar -  

ference of t he  Br i t i sh  l n  the  in te rna l  administration of tha 

r e ~ i o n  added the fue l  t o  the f i r e .  10 

The B r i t i s h  playtad the game of ndlvide imd rulen which 

helped them much to c s s t ~ b l i a h  t h a i r  ,mwer and im! l h e n t e t l a  

9- :;omanath R ~ t h ,  Upendra BhanJa, Side-l ip ,hts  on H story 
and culture of Orissa. Fdited by Dr.U.M.Da8 ( ~ u h a a k ,  
l9T7) k-698. 



of t h e i r  r egu la r  pa t t e rn  of adPainistration i n  Southern Orisoa. 

They played of1  one @ a i d  rhe O t h e r  f o r  gaining their impar- 

1.1 ends. The British aunmrted  such roya l  p ~ S o n 6 ,  who 

agreed t o  pay huge sums of money ae  peshcush (tribute) to 

 them^ such p l i c y  l e  .d t o  the uncer ta in ty  o f  the e a t a t e ,  and 

u l t ima te ly  c o m ~ e l l e d  t h e  Coverment ap,rievtad roya l  persons 

t o  e n t e r  i n t o  c o n t i n ~ o u e  mutual confronta t ion leaving a s i d e  

the peace and t r a n q u i l i t y  of t h e  t e r r i t o r y .  4 f u  amang thr 

roya l  persons end t h e  n a t i v e  people  ; l ay& aa t h e  t o o l s  in 

the h<mdr of the  B r i t i s h ,  aga in s t  their  f e l l o w - b r o t h m e  and 

neighbours, which added t o  the tens ions  and the c a n f l i c t s  i n  

a u t h e r n  O r i s s e .  11 

The 6:radud lmllcmentetion of t h e  Brit ish adrnlniab  

r a t i o n  in ! m ~ t h m  Orisse in  place  of n a t i v e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

adminis t ra t ion  worsened the s i t ua t i ons .  The Bri t ish c i v i l  

and j u d i c i a l  o r f i c i a l s  posted i n  reuthern  Orisaa, did not 

onro f o r  the c e n t u r i e s  old f euda l  r i g h t a  and p r i v i l e g e s  o f  

the ! vjaa, and made mookery of t h e  R ~ j a 8  ad!nir?istration by 

reducing their func t i imal  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  the  minimum, to the 

l e v e l  of the oommanerr. The he jee  were deprived of  their 

t r a d i t i o n a l  c i v i l ,  jud i c i d ,  cr iminal  and admlniotrat ive 

powers. The f ae l lng o f  de[Tivation made t h e  r ? j n s  of Southern 

OK i a s a  agsrieved and rt .volting. s imi l a r ly ,  the Raja 's  c i v i l  

and m i l i t a r y  o f f i c i a l s  were also derr ivod of many of their . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  - - - -  
11 . U endrn & m j a  (Berhanpn, 1968) Op. ~ i t .  P-31. 



t r a d i t i o n a l  r i e h t s  and pr iv i leges .  The Biseoies,  the Naiks 

and t h e  kaike were a l s o  r e f r a i n d  f r o m  lamy of  t h e i r  p r i v i h -  

R @ 8 *  The clboriginal :iavarae and Khondm also l o a t  t h e i r  t radl -  

t i o n a l  privilegem. Thua t h e  IiaJns, t h d r  f m d a l  supyor ters  

and t h e  abor ig ina le  f e l t  mqually a g r i w e d ,  end made a cornson 

cauae of r e v o l t  a&ainrt  t h e  B r i t i e h  mle. 1 2  

The s i t u a t i o n s  in taralakhemundi had t h e i r  nclhrral 

react.lon8 ynong t h e  Rsj e ond t h e i r  people in t h e  neighbowing 

pririaely estates. The GaJapeti  lemily o r  L1aralakhemundi had 

fos te red  up matrimonial and o the r  colrf ial  r e l a t i o n s  with the 

r u l i n g  families of t h e  o t h e r  estates of .%uthem O r i s s a , w m  

the atremn and t h n t  now helped t o  build up a common f r a t e r n a l  

r e s i a t m c e  to t h e  B r i t i s h  in 3uthern ~ r i s m a . ' ~ ~ ) . a p i t e  all 

rea ie tance  o f  Naraym !ho of P a r a l a k h e m d i  he was forced ta 

remained under t h e  B r i t i s h  au tho r i t y  by payin,q necemaay tri.. 

of the  Br i t i sh  made t h e  poli t1Cal  s i t u e t i o n  in Laralakhemundl 

corn p l i ca  ted  . l5 The B r i t i s h  i n t a f e r r d  in t h e  a a t t e r a  o f  

succession o f  the Paralakhemmdi estate, a s  king makers. 
16 

14. Maclenn - Manual of Administration, VO~,I.P-60. 

150 C.;#ilkinal F i f t h  Weport on t h e  Eamt Ind i a  Affa i rs ,  
Val. 11, (Madrns, 1883) 1.418. 

1 6.  a) Pepreaank t ion  of Jeganneth Deo t o  the C o v e r m a t  
dt.2Sth Feb, h 7th March, 1792.(~'roceodingm & ohlei 
and counci l  o f  C-n3m. G.R.Vol, 721). 

b) Report of' t h e  Y~l .Comiss ioner  dt.16th May, 1603 
(E.A. I. A.C.Re:mrt ~ppandix ,  X V I ~ ,   a ad ram, 1936). 
1-90. 



This  ac t i on  of t h e  Br i t i sh ,  made t h e  Bisso i s  nnd t h e  M r a t  

nnma r e a c t l v e  who exci ted the aho r ig ina l  SMarae t o  r e v o l t  

aga ins t  the policy of t h e  B r i t i e h  author i ty .  The rebels 

destroyed a g r l m l t u r e ,  burnt  v i l l a g e s  and plundered tl19 

I lavel i  lamla, which compelled t h e  ~overt lAent  t o  r e s t o r e  the 

r ~r i rnhkh~nundi  Zadndary t o  the family of the C- j s p a t i  RaJa. 17 

d i d  in Oat, 1805; and t h e  e s t a t e  war brought under t h e  away 

of Court of ' a r d s ,  e n t i  ncu>wed through its manager Qurpa 

-'or succesolon betwean the two widow Ranis of the late C p j e ,  

i:nvarns of i nralakherormdi LN, lndary in Southern Orlsea  re- 

vo l t ed  a a i n o t  the Eiritish r u l e  insuplmrt  of t h e i r  Rajee, 

Bis.:ois, Naiks, and 1 a ike  from time t o  time uncler t h e  leader- 

chip of r i l fPerant  perwna,  l l k e  CMiapadl I, Lnchans, nedtm 

J e r a n ~ i  Rissoi ,  Subba RRO and J a & i ~ ~ ~ s t h  C:rjepati Dm. 20 

16. c )  L a t t e r  from ~ . r ; ao t t  C o l l f c t o r  Chimaole  to C a J e  
pet1 Naraynn ~ M D ,  d 4 .30th 5 ,  1797* ~01.740. 
Fk-2801291. ( G E L ,  TN.4.M. ) 

17. a) Latter from t h e  Collec tor  t o  Board of Revenue 
dt. 10th. Dec, 1798, C.N.Vo1. 741. nY& 

u, C .;. .huseell ,  1 ,isturbRncee in 1 plralekhemurd1.V h a -  
gapa tnm and Goomsur in 1832-36,Vol-f ,(&idrase 
1856) ;'P-S-60 

18. L e t t e r  f r q  .mbCol l ec to r  t o  t h e  bard of R ~ v ~ u .  
dt.28th O C t '  1822, Val. 755, CMt, TNAM. 

19. L e t t e r  from thc 3~111 ctor Board of Revenue.dt.23rd April 
1817, Val. 760 GTR,TNAM. 

20. Letter f r o m  the .SubCollector to the Collectoredt.2Bth 
Ju ly ,  1819, C.1 .80l. 819. TNM. 



ladha Krishna D m d o s a a  an abor ig ina l  Savara l eade r  

alongwitti h i e  followers, al aver as) plundsrd twenty-three 

v i l l a p e s  and deatrycd them by burning. He t e r ro r i eed  t h e  

p@o,,le and asked t o  with-hold t h e  government revenue. and 

c o m ~ e l l e d  t h e  Coapmy government t o  replove Subba 630 from 

the post  of ~ a n a e r . "  A t  l a a t  Bayarb t h e  r u b c o l l e c t o r ,  

a t  last the Comr any ' 8  g o v e r n a n t  being al~nned 

t t ie  en inent t h r o a t  t o  t-eir auprmaoy p a a d  by the SaVam 

r e b e l s  and made a l l  ;ossible e f f o r t s  to que l l  the r e b e l l i o n  

and t o  r ee tb re  paaoe nnd nomalcy i n  the ter r i tory .23 tlmuwer 

in lB.19, v i l l i a m  Thackeray, the apec i a l  Cm!issioner and Thbmar 

Numro, n d i s t r i c t  Officer were deyolted t o  Soutl-.ern Orissa to 

f i n d  nut  the c a w e s  and na ture  of the diaturbenccs in k a r e  

21, lnibe~nundi, They were f i n a l l y  convinced t h a t  t h ~  d e f e c t i v e  

system of corn1 any's a&nin ia t ta t ion  i n  the re~; ion wee resnansi- 

ble ; o r  the chaos m d  confuaian. l'he policy o f  direct in ter-  

vc-ntion of the  goverment  in t h e  internal a f f a i r s  of the  l o c a l  

21 , a ) L e t t e r  from t h e  s u M o l l e c t o r  t o  the C o l l ~ c t o r , d t . t 8 t h  
July ,  1819. C*Ii.Volo 813. TNnM. 

b ) l e t e r  from t h e  Col lec tor  to Colleotar,Dt.;28th July ,  
1819 ?4bC of 1819. 

72 L e t t e r  f m m  the %b-Collector,dt.Bth Mar'ch, 1820,Vol. 
&!O, CZ!&,TRhM. 

23. : r ~ ~ o r t  f r o r  Kil l iam Thackaray to  Covt. da t~d .15 th  Fob, 
1819, MI C of 1819. 

24. a )  C.4 .I uasoll-ltekort on the disturbancce in kprala- 
khemmdl, Vi t t lgapaW and Chuaur, 1832-1)6(Madras 
1856) i'P-32-33. AsOD. (124,102) TNm. 

b) I a po r t  from w i l l i e n i  'l'hackeray to Ve Coverrnnent 
15th bel, 1819, !4IlC of 1819. 



f m i n d a r a  ( ~ a j a s )  h u r t  t h e i r  sentiment and forced them b 

r a i s e  w e a i m s  a g a i r u t  the B r i t i s h  Government. H e  concluded 

t h a t  the p r n s n e n t  se t t l ement  c r l p ~ l e d  down the t r a d i t i o n a l  

; r i v i l e ~ c o  of the  1:ajoe and on the othor  hnnd the ka*s and 

t h e i r  c l o s e  adherents  a t t e r ap t i t he i r  best t o  regain  them bp 

cre~t inf l  extremely d l f ! . l cu l t  s i t u a t i o n s  to t h e  Bri t ieh.  This  

s o r t  a: idea was no t  only ra r - . lys& t h e  3 r i t i a h  Cov~mment ' s  

smooth adminis t ra t ion  but  ~ l s o  caused 3 g r e a t  loan t o  the 

:<cmindsry.2s liheckeray, t h e  Specia l  Comnilssfoner , f u r t h e r  

s u p ~ e s t t d  many l i b e r a l  remedial rro;oeals towards t h e  Rajas 

r w 1  t h e i r  t r i b a l  isubjcct t o  end thc chronic d i s e : ~ s a  of t h e  

dis+:urbances :?:rl :' s t r a t h i  c i n t e r f e r ence  of t h e  Governsent 

i n  t b e  e f f a i r s  of t h e  e a t s t e  f o r  r e s t o r a t i o n  of t r a n q u i l i t y  

sao l o m ~  the  aja remain R minor,26 l h e  'ornpany Covomnment 

ca r r i ed  o u t  h i s  recommendations by rnm.&~ the affa i r .  of 

t h e  estate  on behalf of the  s i n o r  ; n j a  by appolnt ine RRyald, 

. he  'ub-Collector a s  i ts  man-er in 1820. 27 

111 Ju ly  1822, the  two R : m i s ,  ! attamahadovi and c:uagi- 

Mah;tdevi ap, eeled t o  the  Governor of Madras t residancy,  Thomam 

Munro to  reotnre  t h e i r  res;;ective a u t h o r i t i e s  in t h e  estete, 

which was rc : j ec t ,~d  and the Government idlowed to m n t l n ~ . : ~  

C o r . h t t h  L etnaik a s  it:; manager', consequent rqon t h i s  t h o  

i l ~ l i s  stirrtd t h e i r  r e b e l l i o u s  a c t i v i t i e s  agafllst t h e  Company 

25. 'Lhackeray 'a  proalametion, 2&th lev, 1818,lrll.C of 1818, 
1:xtroct from t h e  ; roceed inp  of the  Board of U.ssvenue 
d t .  29th NOV, 1819, CDA V a l .  820, TMM. 

26. i s  eh o r t  of :?r..Th.jckeray to the Government dt. lSth Feb, 
1819 ;md 20th P!arclZ, 1819 MliC of 1819. 

2'7. a) F X t r a c t  from t h e  ~:'oceedlnr;8 of t h e  Raard of ReVerm. 
dt.29th Nov,1819, CDP V a l .  820,TH,W, 



Cov enuaent . 28 In 1826 when kattamahadevi lamaged the  aitu- 

e t ion  i n  such n manner t h a t  got her e ~ ~ a i n t e d  a8 Manager of 

+.he es t a t e  by the Government and this lad to a n t r y g l e  f o r  

r;awer amonf? r i v a l  powers of the royal C,odiapadhl 

Icrishnbmir~a "'ora an6 [ I t a m  Y l n *  continued dieturbencea w i t h  

t h e i r  uncaanon a b i l i t y  to harass t he  Bri t ish with tho he lp  

k h c s ~ u ~ ~ d i  town and made the s i tua t ion  mcontrolrable. SO 

f ina l iy  t h e  collector, recommended fo r  the appoint  
, . 

m e r i t  of 3 ::onmissioner w i t h  ruttenaive lowern as: l e s t  reaort.  

Cow~?issi:mer. H e  recomaended f o r  i n v e s t i ~  edequate pawern 

w i t h  tL~c col lec tor  of C -njam ("authern Oriesa) so 38  to enable 

him to  tecxle  the  i.roblens succenafully, aricln!: ou t  of t he  

a).:oradic dieturbancas created by t he  i:.mindar Rajas. In 1836, 

tie recommended rewards f o r  thc apprehendon of the r e k l  

d ~ i e f s . ~ '  md also cxemi:.lary i;unishments t o  be in f l i c t ed  upm 

the reMt38 3 2 ~ f t e r  the abol i t ion of thc l r l j rgi  m d  the  oc- 

20. P.:. Miahra, History of G. njnm under tlw! Bri t i sh  
(176'7-1900) (I3.u.19B'l)' . -, 1 k-32-77. 

3>L Let ter  from the Collector t o  the Government dt.23Fd 
July 1851 "'F 5/01. 3915 TNM.  

31. a )  Imperial Gazetteers o i' India, Vol-YII (Oxford,lW8) 
1-146. 

b) C. .:~Useoll. Report i n  Cooraur dt.12th ~ u g ~ l 8 3 6 .  

32. Ibld. k.27. 



c~rlde t o  Win over t he  nat ive landed a r i s t o c r a q  t o  the side 

of the  Government. Ieaultnntly,  the  Bissois, the Naiks, 6 

the aika were reoruited t o  the different ranks of the 

D i s t r i c t  Sscurity Force and 1 4  grants  ( l a  Inms  Wants)  

end such o t i s r  g i f t s  of permanat nature wore l m i s h l y  

d is t r ibuted  among the feudal ehiefs of the RaJas. Consequ- 

ently, many Bissois, Maiks and i a i k s  turned thanselves 

towards t h e  Br i t i sh  Govermrnt. In the ymaoss, the Govern- 

ment ? icu t i ty  Forces both in karalakhomundi mtd ln other 

Bunlndaries of Southern Orissa k e a e  reinforced t o  face 

.nd quel l  any s o r t  of disturbances and rebel l ions md to 

meet a l l  the challenging s i tua t ions  effeetivoly. (33) 

bsider  t h e i r  a l l  so r t s  of ;ar t le ipat ions w i t h  the  

ruling au thor i t i e s  of t a r a l a k h ~ u n d i  oatate,  against  tho 

British O m o m e n t ,  the  aboriginal W a r n s  also d i r ec t l y  

challenged tho government ln 1865-66, when 1 i o l i c 8 a y s t ~  

was introduced ln the Savare hi l l - t reats* Behind t h i s  r ia lng  

of the Sevarns an urge worked ins t iga t ing  thom t o  k indepea- 

dent from a l l  control. They viewed t h e  introduction of p - l i q  

system aa an encroachment ur:m their freedom and rights. This 

r i s i ng  was also su~preased  by the British Goverraart through 

concil iatory measures. 35 

3 3. side-lights on Himtory & m l t u r a  of Orissa (Cut tab ,  
1977) Or,.ait, tk.669 & 700. 

34. a) Annual Leport on the Adninistration of the  Madras 
residenay during the yr. 1865-66 Set-111, I o l i t t  

cLL (VO~.ASO) (A-188) k-15 TNAM. 
b) T.J.Maltby (Madras, 1918) Op,ci t .  1-158. 



The re len t l e ss  and unsuccesdul @conomtic ~ . o l i o i e s  of 

the Br i t i sh  towards t h e  Zamindar e s t a t e s  in Southern Orisse 

a a u s d  t h e  economia mina t ion  of the Rajas arxi t h e i r  mbje&s. 

This was also applied t o  the e s t a t e  of l ~ a l a k h m U t i 6 i  od 

Jaypore, resul t ing i n  their eoonmia ruination. They were 

forced t o  i~ay ever increaring t r i bu t e s  to the Govemraart 

off end on qui te  disproior t ionate  ta their income and remow- 

aes. The economic bankrufley aid t h e  l o s r  of reaaurce8 a a p h  

lled the  Raja. t o  accept the r e a l i t y  of their k i n g  under the 

Su;rme authority. When t h e  Rajar refused o r  expres8.d 

their inability t o  pay the lnorea8.d t r ibu te ,  they were that 

forced to pay the  same a t  the bayonent p i n t s .  The mlleo. 

t i on  of tribuk, appenred t o  k the f i r a t  end formost a h  

Bnd i n t e r e s t  of the British. Evm the  r ighta  of t h e  Rajas 

t o  own d torsems landed property were restricted t h r o w  

law oourts. In suah c i r o ~ ~ s t a n c e s ,  a l l  seat ions of the 

sociefy- the Rajas, the Biswir, t he  Walks, the l a iks ,  I& 

the aboriglnal Sav.ras; and Khonds and other  ~ m p l e  were 

rmhced t o  ecwromio non-mtities. Thackeray, the oollecrtar 

and & g i s t r a t e  of Southern Orissa, ser iously a r l t i a i eed  the 

exploi ta t ive  economic !.0lid@8 of the  loca l  o f f i c i a l s  and 

maggeoted f o r  persuanum of conail latory relat ioau w i t h  the 

Rajas an8 the  aboriglnal Smaras of the region f o r  mlintaiii- 

h g  productive &maam and t r a n q u i l i t y  in the Southern O r i s m a .  36 

360 Side-Wght on History and oultura o f  Orism (Cut tad ,  
1977) Op.oit,, PF-700-701. 



The continuous resietancee -2ut up bp t he  Hnjas end 

t he i r  feudal ctrief, the Biasois; to t h e  Bri t ish authority 

ln Southt rn Orisea, the Govexnment f e l t  it  nraeseary 0 put 

8n end t o  l i ne s  of L\e ifmnindars i n  the e s t a t e  in 0pp0rtUne 

timeo. After tho capture of the rebel Chiefs, Bissoi of 

Gumma r s d  1 adha Krishna n:,ndasene, the  Bri t ish Government, 

rejected the appeal of f i -~ ja  Lratapm~Irn Mo and resolved to 

terminate t h e  l i n e  of the Rajas of Paralakhmundl by not  

allow in^ the k i t h  end kcens of the deceased I(aja t o  succeed 

t o  ace -atti (throne) The eeme policy won applied t o  the 

Chumsur Zirmindary a t  the death of i t s  t uja!  Dhmajya Bhan3a 

i n  1835. Thus one a f t e r  another a l l  the Zamindary estate8 

of  rsuthern Orlasa met t h v  same fortune and came d e r  the  

d i rec t  91 i t i ah  autkorit:  . ~ftor the  abol i t ion of t he  age0 

old a j g i  (Kingahit) the es ta tes  (Zemindoriea) were oecupied 

ard , u t  urrder d i rec t  adminlatration of t h e  East I n d i n  Compmy 

till 1857, i n  which year, the estate8 were f ina l ly  placed 

under thc lmtorlal suprmacy of the Bri t ish Crown. ~ l l  through 

the B r i  ti.& ru le  from 1766 till 1&6, the eocio-emnomic 

conditions, of the aboriginal AvaEas of Southern Oriasa re- 

m~lned absolutely unchanged. No v i s i b l e  lmprovaente could 

be marked in the general Ut  of t he  :;avaraa and others. No 

appreciable meaeures were taken U I J  by the B r i t i s h  Gwernarmt. 

f o r  accom~oliahing public wellare l ike ,  t h e  mnntntction of 

roeda, i r r iga t iona l  canals, dykes and reservoire, en8 wide 

extansion of health and educational f ac i l i t i eo .  Inetead of 

making a forward march, Southen: Oriase made a b:ickward march 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
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of eocio-economic proares6 under t h e  Br i t i sh  

rule.  37 

Ilowmfer, t h e  B r i t i s h  Government i n i t i a t e d  s l~rrge 

nuaber of ~ r n g r e a e i v e  r.ro.n.rmme8 and sensure. to br ing  m d  

i o l d  chanr:es i n  t h e  mcio-economical end educat ional  rpheres. 

The Dr i t i ah  (:ovenunent kindled t h e  l i g h t  o f  c i v i l i s s t i o n  in 

the dark  hori7ons of t h e  abor ig ina l  :Jnvsra h i l l - t r s o t s  end 

jungles of Southern Orissa.  through s p r e a d  of aduaation and 

the  l ~ v i e h  and l i b e r a l  c l i s t r ibu t ion  of e l l  kinds of human%- 

+ trim, c h a r i t l e a  and h e l p  through t h e  Governslent end t h e  

Chr i s t i an  Hissionary orffanismtione and wencles. 38 

The Coverrment fo l laved nn cnrtrsmrely ooutious nnd 

c o r ~ f u l  s o c i a l  p l i c y .  They most c a r e f u l l y  ref ra ined fma 

i n t e r f e r r i n g  i n  t h e  cxlstinp: s o s i ~ l  snd r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n r  

em(! evstmm of t h a  ahor ip ina l  Savar. s. The Covcrnmmt ellou- 

ed t h e  Cantta syotem t o  continue e s  a :.acid i n s t i t u t i o n  ar  

they .Found m barbatism involved in it. It adopt& a poliay 

at '  reliy,ioun non-intarferecnee w i t h  regard t o  t h e  n n t i v s  

~ ' r~l iu ionf i .  Tk~s h v a r a  r e l i g i o n  was no t  i n t e r f e r ed  wi th  and 

allowed t n  ho y-eaarved and maintained a l o n ~  w i t h  t h e w  t enp le s ,  

sh r ine s  mrl t h e  r i t u a l i s t i c  formal i t ies .  Chr in t i an i ty  wqs 

v l d s l y  sPrcrd with both tho @v%rment  i n i t i a t i v c r  end through 

the dedicated  Mierionary e c t i v i t i e e .  On t h e  otherhand the 

37. Tarinicharan Cranthavali ,  (B.U. 1980) Ob.clt, PI.-291-296, 

3% Jmnk iba l l ava  Nohanty, His tory  of Oriya L i t e r a t u r e  
( ~ k t t a c k ,  1977) k 1-302-312. 



people were mllowed t o  have t h e i r  own f a i t h  an? re l ig ion  

according t o  t h e i r  mnecience. Eespite of  dl this ,  the  

Christian Missionary ec t i v i t i e e  r e o e i v d  grea t  islpetus #d 

e n c o u r ~ m e n t  in the  6eVara t r iba l - t r ac t s  of knralnkhemndi, 

Jeypore, Phuraeur, Khalllkote, Jarade, & Surawi stc., during 

the Brl t ioh rule. With n very short tlme of its spread, 

several  d l r i e t i an  churches-both itoman Cmthollc and p r o t e s t  

cult ak.rdng up in to  cristenca a t  d i f fe ren t  places l i k e  Jhyyarr, 

i eralnkhemundi, Bisamakatek, Rnysgada Baliguda, "aikia,  ?ska, 

Rahamfir,  Chhetra~ur , l uesellkonda and Suredo. a large 

number of aboriginal Sevaras, Khonds MB Oriyas were convert- 

ed in to  c h r i a t i m i t y  dur ing  this the. Chrietinnity was 

accepted mln ly  by the ator iginal  Savaras, Khonds anc! t he  law 

caste  t!indua as i t  gave re l i a f  from the  socio-economic in- 

qua l i t i e s  and rel igioue discrimination in their reepclctivr 

nat ive religions. 39 

Under t he  native Hsjns  t rade  and ~ i n n r m ~ i e l  a c t i v i t i e s  

in  Southern Orissa fa i led  t o  receive adequate steb patronage, 

but under t he  D r i t i . s h  ! a l e  they were provided with a l l  -:ogsi - 
ble a t tent ion  with the construction of new roads in+& f a r  

i n t e r i o r  t r iba l - t r ac t s  and the use of writer routes in t h e  

rivets.  \ ' i th  the cstahliatmont of naw-merketa in rura l  areas 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
39. Chau t attenelk,  Chummr, Rhnnja Vansavali (I)arhamwlur, 

1972) R-1-70 



below t h e  g h t a  and the exuenaion of  trade. the  needs and 

t ~ s t e s  of t h e  otror5ginol Saveras ~ n d  o the r  common people 

chanp.d considerably. ' h i s  r e su l t ed  i n  I o a i t i v e  changcs in 

the  n t t i t u d e s  and outlook of a t o r b i n d  L'mVarae o i  Southern 

Orissa. Beter sy$m vlss replaced by t h e  a c h n n ~ e  of money, 

and the  l a t e r  beoame, the rnedib  of e x o h w e  i n  the markets1 

and w e n  revenue cane to be p a i d  i n  cash but  not in kbd. 

Money ea nedirrm of exchange beaame convenimt  t o  the t r ade r s ,  

governmerat ~ v l d  PI@ common people. 'The g o v e r m m t  emerged 

a s  xonolmly trader in a h s t  a l l  t h e  i tems of krsiness 

and comeroe. With t h e  extensive  expansion of t r a d e  a d  

commerce, bath i n t e r n a l  and externel ,  the mean8 o f  t rans -or t  

am1 corununiwtions im roved md expanded; which resulted In 

lht cloae c o ~ ~ t a c t e  tte people of .*utherrn Orism. 'The B r i t i s h  

Coverrwfnt d s o  rea l i8ed  thc a c t u a l  socio-econornlc conditions 
4 of the  a w l  fMlru l a  and t r ~ l n p u i l i t y  was maintained i n  t h e  region. 

l~ith the advent of  the .t!litish supremacy in 1766 and 

i t 8  s t e L i l i e e t i o n  by lU66, eftel. hundred year, t h e  5 0 d a l D  

econonaicel, r e l i g ious ,  b o l i t i c a l  and c U l t ~ a 1  eryetems end 

ve lu re  ~ d @ r  w m t  total and rap id  chnngea. Ttm reg iona l  tre- 

d i t i o r c l  valuos an& iioima w e n  biown way t h e  winds o f  



of weatern value.. The l o a d  c u l t u r e  could not s t a n d  

against  the  ona lau~ht .  of t h a t  of Furope: and a. a r e a u l t ,  

the .Southern O r i s s a  and its aborlglnal  S v a r a s  t o t a l l y  

thawed with the  mrch of  time.. The Raja., the b a a 1  

ar is tocraay - ~ d  the  e l i t e  l o o t  much o f  their t r a d i t i o n a l  

feudal  r igh t s ,  privilege., pawere end s o c i a l  prest ige.  

T b  re ign of power passed i n t o  t h e  hmds  of a nrw alas. o f  

people, who w e m  privi leged enough to enjoy the edmlnimt 

r a t i v e  officersr & pouta, high o r  low, c l o r i c a l  o r  menial, 

nay they were the  !Xmpeans o r  Indi-ns. In t h e  proceu, 

a l l  wluh change. and transformations ln  t h e  . i tuat ionr la 

rauthtrrn Oriasa, assumed new dimenaims and brought benefit. 

ta both t h e  ebor iginal  Savaras i n  p a r t i c u l a r  and I.ndlan. 

in general and the Bri t i sh .  41 The period from 1766 to 1866 

W f l 5  no doubt a tabnif ioant  one in t h e  historg of Southern 

O r i s s c i  f o r  t h e  raaaon t h a t  e l l  t he  a ~ i t e t i o ~  were auppres s~d  

by hoc~k o r  crook w i t h  the establ.ishment of 1900. A.D. The 

Brit i tah Government undertook a l l  aor ta  o f  welfare  work. f o r  

t h e  cl tmrighel  Savaras of %uthern Orisaa and suaceeded h 

bringlng them i n t o  t h e  fo ld  of modern c i v i l i a ~ t i o n .  


