
CHAPTER-VI 

CCXLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS 



COKLUSION A M :  SUGGESTIONS 

The p r e s e n t  s t u d y  r e v e a l s  t h a t  48.8 p e r c e n t  of t h e  

male t r i b a l s  and 87 p e r c e n t  of f ema le  t r i b a l s  a r e  illi- 

t e r a t e .  Only 34.5 p e r c e n t  of male v o t e r s  and 10 p e r c e n t  

of f ema le  v o t e r s  know how t o  p u t  t h e i r  s i g n a t u r e .  Only 

2 . 2  p e r c e n t  of male v o t e r s  have s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n  

w h i l e  0.3 p e r c e n t  of them have r e a d  u p t o  m a t r i c u l a t i o n  

and s u c c e s s f u l l y  comple ted  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  c e r t i f i c a t e  

e x a m i n a t i o n .  Even a f t e r  more t h a n  f o u r  d e c a d e s  of  inde- 

pendence only  14 p e r c e n t  of male and 2.1 p e r c e n t  of fe-  

male v o t e r s  c a n  r e a d  and w r i t e .  The r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  

lovr  l e v e l  of t r i b a l  e d u c a t i o n  i n  Tumbiguda may be a t t r i -  

b u t e d  t o  t h e i r  economic backwardness ,  Government 's i n d i -  

f f e r e n c e  towards  t h e i r  development  and l a c k  of consc ious -  

n e s s  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  Kondhs. C e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  

a r e  l i v i n g  i n  a  h i g h l y  developed and i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  town, 

t h e  Kondhs of Tumbiguda v i l l a g e  a r e  e d u c a t e d  t o  t h e  l e v e l  

of e x p e c t a t i o n .  

It nay,  however, be observed  t h a t  though t h e  t r i b a l s  

of Tumbiguda a r e  i l l i t e r a t e  t h e i r  l e v e l  of p o l i t i c a l  par- 

t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  c o u n c i l ,  



assembly  and p a r l i a m e n t  i s  encourag ing .  In o r d e r  t o  

know t h e i r  mind a s  t o  why t h e y  v o t e  o r  what purpose  

d o e s  t h e i r  v o t i n g  s e r v e ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  .why d o  you 

v o t e  7" was asked t o  them. They were a l s o  p r o v i d e d  

w i t h  t h r e e  answers  s o  t h a t  t h e r e  would n o t  be any 

d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  q u e s t  i o n  and f i n d  

ou t  a n  answer t o  it. The answers  were a s  f o l l o w s .  

( a )  Simply t o  e l e c t  c a n d i d a t e ,  ( b )  t o  h e l p  t h e n  win  

by p r o v i d i n g  n e c e s s a r y  a s s i s t a n c e ,  ( c )  t o  g e t  some 

b e n e f i t s  and (d)  any o t h e r  r e a s o n .  

It 1,s q u i t e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  around 75 

p e r c e n t  of male v o t e r s  and 7 . 4  p e r c e n t  of f ema le  V o -  

ters  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  e x e r c i s e  t h e i r  f r a n c h i s e  t o  e l e -  

c t  a p e r s o n  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  w h i l e  1.5 p e r c e n t  of  t h e  male 

v o t e r s  t o l d  t h a t  t h e y  g o  t o  t h e  p c l l i n g  b o o t h  t o  h e l p  

a  c a n d i d a t e  win t h e  e l e c t i o n  and b e f o r e  c a s t i n g  t h e i r  

v o t e s  i n  h i s  f a v o u r  t h e y  p r o v i d e  n e c e s s a r y  a s s i s t a n c e  

and s u p p o r t  t o  him. 

The p r e s e n t  s t u d y  f u r t h e r  r e v e a l s  t h a t  t hough  a 

s i g n i f i c a n t  number of t r i b a l  v o t e r s  t u r n - o u t  t o  t h e  

p o l l i n g  b o o t h s  t o  c a s t  t h e i r  v o t e s ,  most of them a r e  

not  aware of t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of v o t i n q .  T h e i r  v o t i n g  



behaviour is  very o f t e n  in f luenced  by v a r i o u s  f a c t o r s  

and reason and judgement have l i t t l e  r o l e  t o  play. Mo- 

ney, l i q u o r ,  c l o t h i n q  and o the r  b e n e f i t s  determining,  

t o  a  l a r g e  e x t e n t ,  t h e i r  vo t ing  behaviour.  The v i l l a -  

ge c h i e f  e x e r c i s e s  h i s  in f luence  on t h e  v o t e r s  and he 

i s  very  o f t e n  cons idered  a s  a 'vote bankm. Around 8 

per-cent of t h e  v o t e r s  observed t h a t  t h e y  a r e  induced 

t o  v o t e  by t h e  monetary f a c t o r .  68 percen t  of t h e  male 

v o t e r s  and 43.8 percent  of t h e  female v o t e r s  a r e  i n f l u -  

enced by t h e i r  v i l l a g e  c h i e f .  It may be observed here  

t h a t  a t o u t  20 percent  of t h e  male respondents  and 52.4 

percen t  of female v o t e r s  d id  not d i s c l o s e  t h e  f a c t o r s  

t h a t  in f luenced  t h e i r  vo t ing  behaviour .  

It is  a common phenomenon t h a t  t h e  power s eeke r s  

l u r e  t h e  v o t e r s  by providing them money e i t h e r  i nd iv i -  

d u a l l y  o r  c o l l e c t i v e l y .  Money i s  a l s o  given t o  under- 

t a k e  wel fa re  measures and developmental a c t i v i t i e s  such 

a s  digging a wel l  o r  r e p a i r i n g  a  t ank  o r  c o n s t r u c t i n g  a  

b u i l d i n g  t o  accomaodate a  l i b r a r y ,  e t c .  In o the r  words 

it may not be unpa la t ab l e  t o  say t h a t  very o f t e n  attem- 

p t s  a r e  laado t o  purchase t h e  v o t e r s  by b r i b i n g  them. The 

r i g h t  t c  f r a n c h i s e  i s  very o f t e n  made a  s a l e a h l e  cornrno- 

d i t y .  There is a  kind of g ive  and t a k e  between t h e  v o t e r s  



and t h e  power-seekers,  v o t i n g  and money a r e  b a r t e r e d  

and exchanged by t h e  v o t e r s  and power-seekers .  

But it i s  q u i t e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  v o t e r s  

of Tumbigl~da d i d  n o t  openly  r e v e a l  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  money 

a c t s  a s  a  major  and i m p o r t a n t  m o t i v e t  i n g  f a c t o r  i n f  luenc-  

i n g  t h e i r  v o t i n g  behav iour .  (Xlly abou t  25.4 p e r c e n t  of 

male r e s p o n d e n t s  came f o ~ w a r d  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e y  have been  

i n f l u e n c e d  by v a r i o u s  m o t i v a t i n g  f a c t o r s  and a l l u r e m e n t s .  

It is  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  v o t e r s  shou ld  d i s c u s s  p o l i t i c a l  

i s s u e s  and b e  aware of d i f f e r e n t  socic+economic problems 

t h a t  c o n f r o n t  a  s o c i e t y  upon t h i s  awareness  depends  t h e  

smooth and e f f e c t i v e  f u n c t i o n i n g  of democracy. It i s  qui-  

t e  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  on ly  3.8 p e r c e n t  of male vot -  

e r  d i s c u s s  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s  c a s u a l l y  a t  t h e  t i m e  of e l e -  

c t i o n s ,  1 . 9  p e r c e n t  of them d i s c u s s  o f t e n  and a  n e g l e g i -  

b l e  number of r e s p o n d e n t s  c o n s t i t u t i n g  0 .9  p e r c e n t  of t h e  

t o t a l  v o t e r s  t a k e  i n t e r e s t  i n  d i s c u s s i n g  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s  

r e g u l a r l y .  Female v o t e r s  d o  n o t  a t  a l l  d i s c u s s  p o l i t i c a l  

i s s u e s  a t  any t i m e .  

It may f u r t h e r  be no ted  t h a t  1 . 9  p e r c e n t  of male 

v o t e r s  d i s c u s s  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s  w i t h  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  w h i l e  



3.5 of them w i t h  t h e i r  f a m i l y  members. It i s  q u i t e  s u r -  

p r i s i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  e v e n  though  t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  happ- 

e n s  t o  b e  a  'vote bankn s t i l l  t h e n  o n l y  0.9 p e r c e n t  of 

t h e  v o t e r s  d i s c u s s  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s  w i t h  him ( v i l l a g e  

c h i e f ) .  3..5 and 3.1 p e r c e n t  of t h e  male  v o t e r s  d i s c u s s  

p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s  w i t h  p e e r  g r o u p s  and l e a d e r s  of t h e  

p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  

The 'voters a r e  informed abou t  t h e  time. p l a c e  and 

n a t u r e  of  e l e c t i o n  (whe the r  e l e c t i o n  t o  t h e  Assembly o r  

t h e  Lok Sabha)  by t h e  l e a d e r s  of  t h e  c l e a n  c a s t e  of t h e  

l o c a l i t y .  Aqents  of t h e  c a n d i d a t e  a l s o  h e l p  t h e  respon-  

d e n t s  i n  , t h i s  r e g a r d .  And t h e  r o l e  of t h e  p a r e n t s ,  f r i -  

e n d s ,  power-seekers ,  e t c .  is q u i t e  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  . 

7 . 9  p e r c e n t  of t h e  male r e s p o n d e n t s  a r e  s imply  pass-  

i v e  members of e i t h e r  t h e  C o n g r e s s ( 1 )  o r  t h e  J a n a t a  Dal 

and o n l y  1.3 p e r c e n t  of them a r e  a c t i v e  members. The r e s t  

a r e  n e i t h e r  a c t i v e  n o r  p a s s i v e  and may be  s a i d  t o  be  q u i t e  

n e u t r a l .  

I't i s  found from t h e  s t u d y  t h a t  t h e  v o t e r s  a r e  

n e i t h e r  c y n i c  n o r  i n d i f f e r e n t  n o r  a p a t h e t i c  t o w a r d s  t h e  

Government. Eventhough t h e y  a r e  m o t i v a t e d ,  i n f l u e n c e d  



and b i a sed  they  e x e r c i s e  t h e i r  f r a n c h i s e  on a  l a r g e r  

s c a l e .  

The v o t e r s  a r e  very much c r i t i c a l  of t h e i r  repre-  

s e n t a t i v e s  and about t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  and performances. 

While 5.4 percen t  of t h e  male respondents  a r e  happy wi th  

t h e  performance of t h e  l o c a l  .A.L.A., 0.9 percen t  of them 

have expressed t h e i r  s a t i s f a c t i o n  over t h e  work done by 

t h e  l o c a l  M.P. and 18.4 percent  of them a r e  s a t i s f  l e d  wi th  

t h e  func t  loning of t h e  Chairman of t h e  Rayagada Municipal i ty .  

P o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  not only depends upon pol i -  

t i c a l  awareness but  a l s o  promotes it. Both of them a r e  

q u i t e  inter-dependent and in f luence  very  much one another .  

Inorder  t o  determine t h e  p o l i t i c a l  awareness of t h e  t r i b a l  

v o t e r s  of Tumbiguda a  number of q u e s t i o n s  were put t o  them. 

The s tudy i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  56.2 percen t  of male v o t e r s  

and 8.02 percent  of female v o t e r s  a r e  aware of t h e  funct-  

ion ing  of only two p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  i n  Or i ssa  namely, t h e  

Congressland t h e  J a n a t a  Dal. A very few of t h e n  (10.2 per- 

c e n t  of male and 1.2 percent  of female v o t e r s )  a r e  aware 

of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  t h i r d  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  i n  Orissa .  

The percen tage  of v o t e r s  knowing t h e  ex i s t ence  of t h e  fourBh 
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and t h e  f i f t h  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i  q u i t e  i n s i g n i f i c a n t .  

None of them knows abou t  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of more t h a n  f i v e  

p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  i n  O r i s s a .  It i s  b e c a u s e  of l a c k  of edu- 

c a t  i o n  ~ n d  soc icbeconomic  and p o l i t i c a l  backwardness ,  most 

of t h e  t r i b a l  female  v o t e r s  and q u i t e  a  few of male r e s -  

ponden t s  kept  q u i t e  and d i d  n o t  r e spond  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  

"How many p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  a r e  t h e r e  i n  O r i s s a  ?.. 

The t r i b a l  v o t e r s  a r e  q u i t e  i g n o r a n t  about  t h e  e l e -  

c t i o n  symbols  of d i f f e r e n t  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s .  Except  t h e  

symbol of t h e  C o n g r e s s ( 1 )  and t h e  J a n a t a  Dal, symbols  of 

o t h e r  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  a r e  n o t  known t o  t h e  v o t e r s .  It is  

q u i t e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  obse rve  t h a t  98.4 p e r c e n t  of male vc- 

t e r s  and 25.6  p e r c e n t  of f ema le  v o t e r s  knew t h e  symbol of 

C o n g r e s s ( 1 ) .  75.7  p e r c e n t  of male r e s p o n d e n t s  and 6 . 9  per- 

c e n t  of female  v o t e r s  a r e  aware of t h e  symbol of J a n a t a  

Dal.  T h i s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e s e  two  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  a r e  

more p o p u l a r  t h a n  o t h e r  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  l i k e  t h e  Conmu- 

n i s t  P a r t y  of I n d i a ,  t h e  Comaunist P a r t y  of I n d i a ( M a r x i s t  ). 

t h e  B h a r a t i y a  J a n e t a  P a r t y .  e t c .  w i t h  t h e  t r i b a l  v o t e r s .  

They a r e  a l s o  q u i t e  i g n o r a n t  abou t  t h e  programmes 

and p o l i c i e s  of v a r i o u s  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s .  They a r e  a l s o  

not  aware of t h e  m a n i f e s t o e s  of d i f f e r e n t  p o l i t i c a l  par- 

t i e s .  Nh i l e  7 . 3  p e r c e n t  of male v o t e r s  d o  know about  t h e  



m a n i f e s t o  of ~ o n g r e s s ( I ) ,  on ly  0 . 6  p e r c e n t  of them a r e  

avrare of t h e  J a n a t a  f a 1  m a n i f e s t o .  None of t h e  female  

v o t e r s  knows about  t h e  m a n i f e s t o e s  of any p o l i t i c a l  

p a r t y .  

b s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  v o t e r s  tu rn -ou t  t o  t h e  p o l l -  

i n g  b o o t h  on a  l a r g e  s c a l e  m a s t  of them a r e  i g n o r a n t  about  

t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s .  They do 'no t  know t h e  powers and 

f u n c t i o n s  of  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r s  a s  w e l l  a s  p o l l i n g  o f f i c e r s .  

It i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  o n l y  one v o t e r  who was t h e  

member of  O r i s s a  L e g i s l a t i v e  Assembly f r o a  1952 t o  1957 and 

h a s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o n p l e t e d  High School C e r t i f i c a t e  Exarnina- 

t i o n ,  i s  aware of t h e  e l e c t i o n  Drocess.  

While c a s t i n g  t h e i r  v o t e s  t h e  Kondhs of Tunbiguda 

v o t e r s  a r e  l e a s t  aware of t h e  soc io-econonic  background 

of t h e  c o n t e s t a n t s ,  t h e i r  level .  of e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e i r  con- 

t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  s o c i e t y  e t c .  

I n  o r d e r  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  awareness  t h e  

v o t e r s  were a l s o  a sked  t o  nane a  few l e a d e r s  of d i f f e r e n t  

p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s .  90 .7  p e r c e n t  of male and 15.5 p e r c e n t  

of f emale  v o t e r s  know R a j i v a  Gandhi t h e  former  Prime Mi- 

n i s t e r  of I n d i a  and 31 .7  p e r c e n t  of male and about  10 p e r  

c e n t  female  v o t e r s  know B i j u  P a t t n a i k ,  t h e  l e a d e r  of 
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t h e  S t a t e  l e v e l .  Ne :he r  t h e y  know about 

any Congress l e a d e r  of t h e  s t a t e  nor any l e a d e r  of t h e  

J a n a t a  Pal a t  National  l e v e l .  The leaclers of o t h e r  po- 

l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  l i k e  C.P.1-, C.P.I.(M), e t ~ .  a r e  not 

popula r  w i t h  t h e  t r i b a l  vo t e r s .  

That t h e  ~ o n g r e s s ( 1 )  is more popular  w i th  t h e  t r i b a l s  

i s  ev iden t  from t h e  f a l l w i n g .  While 79.5 percent  of male 

and 78.6 percent  of female v o t e r s  p r e f e r r e d  Congress(1)  t o  

o t h e r  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  only 17.2  percent  of male and 

13.3 percent  of female v o t e r s  were i n  favour  of t h e  J a n a t a  

Cal. Only 2 . 5  percen t  of them supported t h e  cause  of t h e  

C.P.I.(M). 

It may be mentioned here  t h a t  89.9 percent  of male 

and 11.2 percent  of female v o t e r s  p r e f e r r e d  a  p o l i t i c a l  

pa r ty  f o r  i t s  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  cause  of t h e  people only 7.9 

percen t  of male v o t e r s  supported a p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  f o r  i t s  

l e a d e r s .  .Most of t h e  female v o t e r s  remained s i l e n t  because 

of t h e i r  ignorance.  

For t h e  sake of determininq t h e i r  awareness t h e  v o t e r s  

were a l s o  asked s e v e r a l  ques t ions  l i k e  'who is  t h e  PresLdent 

of India 3, who is  t h e  Prime Min i s t e r  of Ind ia  3, who is 

your M.P. 3, vrho i s  your M.L.A. 3, who is  t h e  Governor of 



O r i s s a  7 ,  who i s  t h e  C h a i r v a n  of y o u r  M u n i c i p a l i t y  9, 

who i s  t h e  C h i e f  M i n i s t e r  of O r i s s a  9" e t c .  4.1 p e r c e n t  

of male v o t e r s  know t h e  R e s i d e n t  of I n d i a  and 52 .07  per -  

c e n t  of male v o t e r s  and 8.5 p e r c e n t  of f ema le  v o t e r s  know 

Prime . N i n i s t e r  of I n d i a .  W h i l e  48.8 p e r c e n t  of male and 

4.2 p e r c e n t  of f e m a l e  v o t e r s  know t h e  l o c a l  M. P., 86 .9  

p e r c e n t  of male and 23.3 p e r c e n t  of f ema le  v o t e r s  know 

t h e  l o c a l  M.L.A. whereas  21 .7  p e r c e n t  of male and 7.4 per- 

c e n t  of f ema le  v o t e r s  know t h e  Chai rmac  of t h e  Rayagada 

M u n i c i p a l i t y .  Cnly 2 . 8  p e r c e n t  male v o t e r s  know t h e  Exe- 

c u t i v e  0 f : f i c e r  of t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y .  6 p e r c e n t  and 8 . 9  per -  

c e n t  of them know t h e  Governor  and t h e  C h i e f  MCnis te r  of 

O r i s s a .  80.1 p e r c e n t  of m l e  and 33.7 p e r c e n t  of f ema le  

v o t e r s  know I n d i r a  Gandhi whereas  5 1 . 7  p e r c e n t  of male  

and 10.CO p e r c e n t  of f e m a l e  v o t e r s  know B i j u  P a t t a n a i k .  

72.6 p e r c e n t  of n a l e  and Z7.2 p e r c e n t  of f ema le  v o t e r s  

know 'dahatma Gandhi ,  t h e  F a t h e r  of t h e  Nat ion .  

It is  q u i t e  d i s h e a r t e n i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  d e s p i t e  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Kondhs of Tunbiyuda l i v e  i n  an  urban  a r e a  

t h e  l e v e l  of t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n  i s  q u i t e  low and d i s c o u r a g -  

i n g .  U r b a n i z a t i o n  and i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ,  it seems, h a s  

n o  impact  on them. 



Even though they  a r e  uneducated and i l l i t e r a t e  

t h e  degree  of t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  is encou- 

rag ing .  However, t h e  l e v e l  of t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  consc i -  

ousness  and awareness i s  low and q u i t e  d i s appo in t ing .  

Their  vo t ing  behaviour  i s  in f luenced  by s e v e r a l  

f a c t o r s  inc lud ing  noney. Most of them do not  d i s c u s s  

p o l i t i c s  e i t h e r  w i th  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  o r  f r i e n d s  o r  po l i -  

t i c a l  l e a d e r s .  They a r e  n e i t h e r  a c t i v e  nor pass ive  mem- 

b e r s  of t h e  any p o l i t i c a l  pa r ty .  They a r e  l e a s t  i n t e r e s -  

t e d  i n  occupying any p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e .  Therefore ,  t h e y  

a r e  no t  mpowerfulw. 

Even though t h e  Kondhs of Turnbiguda a r e  urban- 

dwe l l e r s  and could  have ava i l ed  a l l  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  t h a t  

a  town prov ides  t o  i t s  people,  t h e y  have remained econo- 

mica l ly  poor and backward, i l l i t e r a t e  and uneducated and 

pol  it i c  a l l y  dormant. 

Poverty and economic backwardness have debar red  

them from enjoying f a c i l i t i e s  l i k e  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  wa te r  

modern ameni t i es  l i k e  r a d i o ,  t e l e v i s i o n ,  e t c .  Even t h o -  

ugh t h e y  have s t r e e t  l i g h t s ,  t h e i r  houses a r e  y e t  t o  be 

e l e c t r i f i e d  and provided wi th  water .  For wate r  t h e y  have 



t o  depend upon common t a p s .  They a r e  t o o  poor  t o  a f f o r d  

t h e s e  l u x u r i e s .  The r e s p o n d e n t s  work e i t h e r  i n  i n d u s t r -  

i e s  o r  i n  f i e l d s  o r  s e r v e  a s  domes t i c  s e r v a n t s  f o r  t h e i r  

l i v e l i h o o d .  Econonic backwardness  h a s  n o t  on ly  f o r c e d  

them t o  shun e d u c a t i o n  b u t  a l s o  compel led  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  

t o  work i n  i n d u s t r i e s  and f i e l d s .  And t h i s  h a s  h e l p e d  t h e  

c h i l d  l a b o u r  t o  b e  inhumanly and m e r c i l e s s l y  e x p l o i t e d  i n  

t h e  I n d i a n  s o c i e t y  b y  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l i s t s  and l a n d l o r d s .  

NCW t h e  t i n e  h ~ s  coroe t o  t h i n k  s e r i o u s l y  about  t h e  

t r i b a l s  and t a k e  e f f e c t i v e  s t e p s  t o  p r a n o t e  t h e i r  w e l f a r e .  

The mecjsures adop ted  b y  t h e  Government f o r  t r i b a l  develop-  

l e n t  a r e  n o t  adequa te .  Whatever g r a n t  h a s  been  s a n c t i o n e d  

by t h e  Government t o  i n p r o v e  t h e i r  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s ,  a  

s u b s t a n t i a l  amount of t h i s  g o e s  t o  t h e  p o c k e t s  of t h e  o f f i -  

c i a l s  and niedle-men. S l a t e s .  c h a l k s ,  b l ackboards .  books,  

pens ,  p e n c i l s ,  e t c .  a r e  purchased  t o  be d i s t r i b u t e d  anopg 

t h e  t r i b a l  s t u d e n t s .  But most of them a r e  kept  by t h e  con- 

c e r n e d  o f f i c i a l s  f o r  t h e i r  p r i v a t e  use .  T r i b d l  f u n d s  a r e  

m i s a p p r o p r i a t e d  dnd misused.  A 1 1  t h i s  g o e s  on w i t h  t h e  

knowledge of t h e  Government which, i n s t e a d  of t a k i n g  a f f -  

e c t i v e  s t e p s  t o  check  them, has  remained  a s  a s i l e n t  s p e c t -  

a t o r .  The unholy  a l l i a n c ~  be tween t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a c t o r s  and 

b u r e a u c r a t s  h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  p e r p e t u a t i n g  t h e  economic 



backwardness  of t h e  t r i b a l s  i n  g e n e r a l .  

It i s  now h i g h  t i m e  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  Governnent  

t o  t a k e  e f f e c t i v e  s t e p s  t o  promote t h e  w e l f a r e  of t h e  

t r i b a l s  b y  p r o v i d i n g  them a l l  t h e  r e q u i r e d  i n c e n t i v e s  

and n e c e s s a r y  encouragements .  O the rwise  t h e r e  i s  e v e r y  

p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  I n d i a n  s o c i e t y  may w i t n e s s  a n o t h e r  

movement which may be more v i o l e n t  t h a n  t h e  N a x a l i t e  no- 

v e n e n t  which h a s  t a k e n  a  heavy t o l l  of human l i v e s ,  cau-  

s e d  a  s e r i o u s  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  f u n c t i o n i n g  of some s t a t e  

governments  and h a s  become a  m a t t e r  of s e r i o u s  c o n c e r n  

f o r  t h e  Governraent of I n d i a .  


