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I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Dimension of t h e  Kashmir Problern -.-- . m .  

The problem of Kashmir assumes an  i n t e r n i a t i u n a l  

c h a r a c t e r  s o  f a r  a s  more t h a n  one t h i r d  of t h e  t e r r i t o r y  of 

t h e  S t a t e  r ema ins  under  t h e  i l l e g a l  p o s s e s s i o n  of  P a k i s t a n  

and China .  The evok ing  of  t h e  UN on Kashmir i n  1948, 

s u b s e q u e n t  c o n f l i c t s  ove r  Kashmir and  s u p e r  power r i v a l r y  

i n  t h e  r e g i o n  t h a t  gave Kashmir a n  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  s t r a t e g i c  

impor t ance  added t o  t h e  complex i ty  of t h e  problem. N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  

t h e  e t h i c  o f  b i l a t e r a l i s m  e v o l v e d  by I n d i a  and P a k i s t a n  a t  

S imla  i n  J u l y  1972 c o n f i n e d  t h e  scope of t h e  problem a t  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e v e l  and made i t  o b l i g a t o r y  f o r  t h e  two 

c o u n t r i e s  t o  a t t e n u a t e  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  and 

p r e p a r e  t h e  ground f o r  a  p e a c e f u l  s o l u t i o n  of t h e  problem 

t h r o u g h  n e g o t i a t i o n s .  

The  s t r a l e g i c  l o c a t i o n  of  t h e  S t a t e  of Jamr~u and 

Kashmir s p e a k s  of i t s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a s  it 

t o u c h e s  t h e  b o r d e r s  of P a k i s t a n ,  T i b e t ,  China and Afghan! s t a n .  

Tho t e r r i t o r y  of t l ~ e  new R e p u b l i c  of Turkmmistan, a  breakaway 

p a r t  of fo rmer  S o v i e t  Union a l s o  l i e s  a t  a d i s t a n c e  of few 

k i l o m e t e r s .  T h i s  s t r a t e g i c  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  S t a t e ,  which i s  

of i ~ ~ n e n s e  impor t ance ,  a t  l e a s t  t o  t h e  a d j o i n i n g  n a t i o n s ,  

h a s  a t t r a c t e d  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t l ~ e  world.  

The S t a t e  of  Kashmir has  undergone s(.veral chanyes  

f o r  t h e  l a s t  few c e n t u r i e s .  The p r e s e n t  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  

S t a t e  w e s  i t s  o r i g i n  t o  t h e  T r e a t y  of 1846, between M a h ~ r a j a  



Ghulab S i n g h  and B r i t i s h e r s ,  under  which B r i t i s h e r s  s o l d  

t h e  kingdom t o  t h e  Mahard j a  and t h i s  bound t h e  two r e g i o n s  

of Jarmu and Kashmir t o g e t h e r  l e g a l l y .  I n  1947, i t  acceded 

t o  I n d i a  under  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  which became 

a n  i s s u e  of h o t  deba te .  Maharaja  of t h e  S t a t e ,  Mr.Hari 

S i n g h  d e c i d e d  t o  remain  independen t  and e n t e r e d  i n t o  a  

' S t a n d s t i l l  Agreement' w i t h  P a k i s t a n .  He had a l s o  proposed 

t h e  same t o  I n d i a  b u t  I n d i a  i n v i t e d  him f o r  f u r t h e r  t a l k s .  

But because  of Muslim m a j o r i t y  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  S t a t e ,  

P a k i s t a n  f o r c e d  t h e  Maharaja  t o  j o i n  and s i g n  t h e  a c c e s s i o n  

i n  f a v o u r  of it, f i r s t  v e r b a l l y ,  b u t  when d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  

a  p o s i t i v e  answer i t  d e c i d e d  to j mpow f o r c i b l e  s o l u t i o n .  

Pak s t a g e d  a  t r i b a l  i n v a s i o n  of Kashmir i n  September,  1947,  

f u l l y  backed by arms and s o l d i e r s ,  and occupied  a b o u t  h a l f  

of t h e  S t a t e  t e r r i t o r y .  Under t h e  shadow of  a g g r e s s i o n ,  

Maharaja ,  c o n ~ p e l l e d  by She ikh ,  acceded t o  I n d i a  on Oc tobe r  

26, 1947,  and c r i e d  f o r  h e l p  t o  s a v e  h i s  S t a t e .  

Thus by commit t ing  a g g r e s s i o n ,  f i r s t  denying  it, 

and t h e n  a c c e p t i n g  it, P a k i s t a n  became a  p a r t y  t o  t h e  problem. 

T h i s  gave. a n  i n t c ? ~ n . ~ t i o n a l  c h a r a c t g r  t o  t h e  i , roblo~n a s  t h e  

t e r r i t o r y  of t h e  S t a t e  ( abou t  40 p e r c e n t )  of J 8 K remained 

under  P a k i s t a n  i n  g r o s s  v i o l a t i o n  of i n t e r n a t i o n a L  law, 

even a f t e r  c e a s e f i r e  on J a n u a r y  1, 1949. A f t e r  c o m p l e t i n g  

t h e  f o r m a l i t y  of handing  o v e r  a  n o t e  of p r o t e s t  t o  t h e  

Pr ime M i n i s t e r  of P a k i s t a n ,  t h e  I n d i a n  Government invoked  

A r t i c l e  35 of t h e  UN C h a r t e r  t o  draw t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  

S e c u r i t y  Counc i l  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Kashmir 



was l i k e l y  t o  l e a d  t o  ' i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f r i c t i o n ' .  Pa!cistan 

was  a l l e g e d  of s u p p o r t i n g  and  a b e t t i n g  t h e  t r i b a l  i n v a d e r s .  1 

Thus, t h e  f i v e  member UN Commission on I n d i a  and 

P a k i s t a n  was formed on A p r i l  21, 1948, t h a t  v i s i t e d  I n d i a  

and P a k i s t a n  i n  J u l y ,  1948. On J u l y  5, 1 9 4 8  when t h e  

Commission l anded  i n  Karach i ,  it was informed by P a k i s t a n i  

F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r  Mr .Zaf ru l lah  Khan t h a t  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  of 

P a k i s t a n i  B r i g a d e s  were i n  Kashmir s i n c e  b y  1 9 4 ~ . ~  E a r l i e r  

t h e  same man had r e f u t e d  t h e  invo lvemen t  of P a k i s t a n  i n  

Kashmir on J a n u a r y  15, 1948. Commiss'ion adopted  a r e s o l u t i o n  

on Augus t  13, 1948 i n  which  I n d i a  was a u t h o r i s e d  t o  de fend  

t h e  t e r r i t o r y  of whole of  J 8 K, P a k i s t a n  had t o  e v a c u a t e  

t h e  g rabbed  a r e a ,  s o v e r e i g n t y  of  J L K Government was  n o t  

t o  be q u e s t i o n e d  and a  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  p l e b i s c i t e .  H o \ ~ e v e r ,  

P l e b i s c i t e  w i l l  n o t  t a k e  p l a c e  u n l e s s  P a k i s t a n  f u l f i l s  

f i r s t  and second p a r t  of LIHI i v - , o I ~ ~ L l f ~ n  whlch ~ n o o n L  I t  w n q  

t o  be e x c l u d e d  f rom a l l  t h e  a f f i r s  of t h e  S t a t e .  Comniss ion  

succeeded  i n  managing c e a s e f i r e  between t h e  two c o u n t r i e s  

on Jan.1,  1949.3 Hcwevex, U K I P  was doomed due t o  i t s  f a i l u r e  

t o  dub P a k i s t a n  a n  a g g r e s s o r  arid e < p e t i r i r j  t h e  b o  p 7 r t . i ~ ~ ~ ; .  

T h i s  was f o l l o w e d  by Mac Naughton M i s s i o n  (Dec.L7, 

1 9 4 9 ) ,  Dixon P l a n  ( June  1950)  and Graham r e p o r t  ( Hpri1.1951) .  

McNaughton' s p r o p o s a l s  o f  d e m i l i t a r i s a t i o n  of t h e  who le  

t e r r i t o r y  of t h e  S t a t e  by b o t h  I n d i a  and P a k i s t a n  was i n  

b l a t a n t  d i s r e g a x d  t u  August  13,. 1948 r e s o l u t i o n  was o u t r i y h t l y  

r e j e c t e d . 4  Dixon p l a n  a l s o  met t h e  same faLe ,  though h i s  

p r o p o s a l s  were  i n t e r e s t i n g  and  even a c c e p t a b l e  t o  many peop le .  5 



H e  advoca ted  t h e  p a r t i t i o n  of Hindu a n d  Muslim ~ n a j o r i t y  

a r e a s  of S t a t e  and t h e i r  g i v i n g  t o  e i t h e r  of c o u n t r y  i f  

t h e  w i l l  of  t h e  peop le  i s  e a s i l y  r e a d a b l e  and where d o u b t  

p r e v a i l s ,  p l e b i s c i t e  s h o u l d  be e x e r c i s e d .  Graham's f o r c i n g  

b o t h  I n d i a  and P a k i s t a n  t o  wi thdraw t h e  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s  

was  a g a i n  i n  v i o l a t i o n  of Augus t  r e s o l u t i o n  of 1948 and  

thus  h i s  p r o p o s a l s  a l s o  d i d n ' t  succeed .  
6 

I n  Augus t  1953, Pr ime M i n i s t e r s  of I n d i a  and 

P a k i s t a n  e n t e r e d  i n t o  n e g o t i a t i o n s  o v e r  Kashmir and a g r e e d  

t h a t  p r e l i m i n a r y  d e m i l i t a r i c a t i o n  was  n e c e s s a r y  and when 

t h i s  t a s k  i s  comple ted ,  a  p l e b i s c i t e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  would 

t a k e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  s t e p s  t o  s e c u r e  a  f a i r  and i m p a r t i a l  

p l e b i s c i t e . 7  But s t r o n g  campdign a g a i n s t  t h e  p l a n  and 

l a t e r  on i n s t e a d  of d e m i l i t a r i s a t i o n ,  P a k i s t a n ' s  e n  t e r i r l g  

i n t o  Western  s e c u r i t y  sys t em f o i l e d  t h e  p r o g r e s s  made and  

t h e  i s s u e  d i e d  f o r  e v e l .  Uy e n t e r i n g  i n t o  Simla Sgreernent  

i n  1972, t h e  ph i losophy  of b i l a t e r a l i s m  f i n a l l y  s h u t  t h e  

d o o r s  t o  t h e  r o l e  of any t h i r d  p a r t y  a s  a r b i t e r  and t h e  

. Kashmir i s s u e  becarnl t h e  i s s u e  between I n d i a  and P a k i s t a n .  e 

I t  i s  w o r t h  m e n t i o n i n g  h e r e  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  c r u c i a l  

y e a r s  of Kashmir, i t s  a c c e s s i o n  t o  I n d i a ,  Comnunist p a r t y  of  

I n d i a ,  Champion of r i y h  t of s i l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  championed 

t h e  c a u s e  of more autonomy t o  t h e  S t a t e  and i t  seemed even  

s y m p a t h e t i c  t o  t h e  i d e a  of i n d e p e n d e n t  Kashmir. I t  t o o  

would n o t  have minded s c l r a ~ - a L i ; j r ~  of  Jamruu and Ladakh from 

t h e  V a l l e y .  The i d e a  g o t  i n d i r e c t  s u p p o r t  f rom Dixon p lan .  



The  Comnunist  P a r l i a m e n t a r y  P a r t y  l e a d e r ,  Mr.P.Sundrerayye 

i s  quoted c i t i n g  t h a t  " t h e  a t t e m p t s  of Kashmir i  c h a u v i n i s t s  

t o  ove r th row t h e  I n d i a n  domlnd t i m  S ~ r v w l  a i c o q r e s s i v e  

cause".' 

Mxon  p l a n  was f  a v o u r a b l e  t o  communists f o r  i t  

gave a n  ample o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  Kashmir t o  choose  i t s  f u t u r e  

o u t s i d e  I n d i a ,  whereas  t h e  J a n a  Sangh and P a r i s h a d  l e a d e r s  

were  a t t r a c t e d  t c w a r d s  i t  f o r  i t  gave them an o p p o r t u n i t y  

t o  p u l l  t h e  r e g i o n  of Jammu and even  Ladakh o u t  of  Kashinir 

and j o i n  lhe  I n d i a n  Union. 

I t  was a  phase  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c s  when I n d i a ' s  

r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t  Union were n o t  ve ry  c o r d i a l .  

W i t h i n  I n d i a ,  t h e  CPI had adop ted  Te lengana  Model- of v i o l e n t  

s t r u g g l e -  t o  t h e  s o l u t i o n  of t h e  nationality q u e s t i o n .  The 

p a r t y  l i t e r a t u r e  of  t h e  p e r i o d  c o n t a i n s  numerous and 

e l o q u e n t  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  of Kashmir, w i t h d r a w a l  

of  I n d i a n t r o o p s ,  r i g h t  of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  f o r  each  

n a t i o n a l i s t  of t h e  S t a t e  and, above a l l ,  t o  " i n d e p e n d e n t  

Kashmirn.  The o f f i c i a l  o rgan  of t h e  p a r t y  "Cross  Roadn 

condemned t h e  S t a t e ' s  a c c e s s i o n  t o  I n d i a  a s  t r e a c h e r o u s  11 

and I n d i a  was dubbed a s  a  s t o o g e  of Anglo-American impe- 

r i a l i s m .  

Meanwhile, CPI a l s o  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  S o v i e t  p r o p o s a l  

f o r  a P l e b i s c i t e  Comni s s i o n  c o n s i s t i n g  of USSR,China, I n d i a ,  

P a k i s t a n  and A f g h a n i s t a n  f o r  t h e  "bNO c a n n o t  be t r u s t e d  t o  

e n s u r e  a  d e m o c r a t i c  s u p e r s i v i s i o n  of t h e  p l e b i s c i t e .  m 12 

I t  urged a l l  t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  f o r c e s  of t h e  S t a t e  t o  u n i t e  

and " t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  genuine  d e m o c r a t i c  Government f r e e  f rom 

t h e  i n t e r f e r e n c e  of Anglo-American, I n d i a n  and P a k i s t a n i  - 



r e a c t i o n a r y  f o r c e s .  "I3 Cornnuntsts f u n c t i m e d  i n  t h e  S t a t e  n o t  

o n l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Conference  b u t  a l s o  t h r o u g h  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  l i k e  C u l t u r a l  F r o n t ,  Youth League and Peace  

Conference.  l4 On t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  of D e l h i  Agreement, Comnunist 

l e a d e r s  l i k e  P.Sunderayya, H i r e n  Mukerjee and Ajoy Ghosh met 

S h e i k h  i n  New De lh i  t o  i m p r e s s  upon him t h a t  he need n o t  have 

s u r r e n d e r e d  t o  Nehru. l5 J u s t i f y i n g  t h e  i d e a  of i n d e p e n d e n t  

Kashmir, a  Communist l e a d e r  B.P.L.Bedi s a i d ,  "wi th  USUl  and 

China a t  o u r  backs ,  we c a n  t u r n  Kashmir i n t o  an a r s e n a l  f o r  

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movements i n  I n d i a  and Pakis tan.I1 He a l s o  

added t h a t  " t h i s  c a l l  w i l l  one day come f rom t h e  mouth of 

S h e i k h  S a h i b  h imse l f .  A f t e r  a l l  I am n o t  s i t t i n g  i d l e  here .  "16 

While  t h e  a c t i v i t i n s  of communists were c l e a r l y  

v i s i b l e  i n  t h e  S t a t e ,  t h e  v o i c e s  of t h e  k e s t e r n  powers main ly  

Uni ted  S t a t e s  i n  t h e  p o l l t i c s  and f u t u r e  c o r ~ L c r ~ t  of tile S t a t e ,  

t h e  S t a t e  of J & K became a  c e n t r e  of wor ld  p o l i t i c s  and 

c o l d  war. A m r i c a n  c a l c u l a t i o n s  t o o k  Kashrnir a s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  

S t a t e  which i f  i t  succeed  t o  t u r n  i n t o  a  s a t t e l i t e  s t a t e  

c o u l d  prove  a n  i m p o r t a n t  check  a g a i n s t  t h e  expanding  communism 

f rom t h e  n o r t h .  Guided by s u c h  p e r c e p t i o n  USA i n d i r e c t l y  

i n v o l v e d  i t s e l f  i n  t h e  cause  of i n d e p e n d e n t  Kashmir. While 

American Ambassador i n  I n d i a ,  Loy Hinderson  c la imed t o  have 

e s t a b l i s h e d  s e c r e t  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  She lkh  Abdu l l ah  i n  September  

1950 and d i s c u s s e d  w i t h  him t h e  i d e a  of i n d e p e n d e n t  Kashmir, 

i t  was t h e  v i s i t  of t h e  American s t a t e s m a n  A d l a i  S t evenson  

i n  May 1953 t h a t  touched  a  s p a t e  of rumours which made t h e  

Comnunists  s u s p i c i o u s  of t h e  r o l e  of  ~ b d u l l a h . "  S t e v e n s o n  

met A b d u l l a h  f rom 1 t o  3 May; t h e  l a s t  mee t ing  l a s t e d  seven  

hours .  I n  August  1563, S h e i k h  p u b l i c a l l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  " t h e  b e s t  



s t a t u s  f o r  Kashmir cou ld  be independence  b o t h  f r o m  I n d i a  and 

P a k i s t a n .  ,la 

W r i t i n g  about  t h e  e x l e r n a l  f o r c e s  t h a t  were  i n  

o p e r a t i o n  i n  i m p e l l i n g  She ikh  t o  h a r p  on independence ,  

Korbel  w r o t e ,  "on t o p  of t h e s e  r e p o r t s  came t h e  h i g h l y  

in f l ammato ry  rumours t h a t  Uni ted  S t a t e s  was back ing  t h e  

i d e a  of Kashmir 's  i n d e p e n d w c e  and t h a t  Shnikh  Ahdl11 l a h  

had been encouraged  i n  i t  when A d l a i  S t evenson  had v i s i t e d  

S r i n a g a r  i n  May 1953. Pt.Nehru, however, d e c l a r e d  l a t e r  

t h a t  " i f  t h e i r  i s  a  modicum of t r u t h  i n  them t h a t  i s  g r e a t l y  

exagge ra t ed . .  . . . . . I would s a y  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  of l a s t  few 

y e a r s  o r  months.. . . . t h e  c a s e s  t h a t  have come a r e  of 

i n d i v i d u a l  i n t e r f e r e n c e ,  and i t  w i l l  n o t  be plroper t o  c a l l  

them a s  governmental  i n t e r f e r e n c e s ,  b u t  i n d i v i d u a l s  have n o t  

behaved p r o p e r l y ,  because  a g a i n  you must remember t h e  b a s i c  

f a c t  t h a t  Kashmir i s  a  h i g h l y  s t r a t e g i c  a reaen2 '  I t  was a l s o  

r e p o r t e d  t h a t  US S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e s ,  D u l l e s  who v i s i t e d  

I n d i a  on  24 May 1953 a l s o  convassed  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  move 

f o r  i n d e p e n d e n t  Kashmir. 22 Thus i t  was a  h i g h  t i m e  of s u p e r -  

power s t r u g g l e  i n  t h e ,  r e g i o n ,  though,  w i t h  t h e  change of 

l e a d e r s h i p  i n  S o v i e t  Union t h e  ' a t t i t u d e  of t h e  new l e a d e r ,  

Khrushchev was more f r i e n d l y  and s y m p a t h e t i c ,  t owards  

I n d i a .  The  change i n  Indo-Sov ie t  r e l a t i o n s  a f t e r  S t a l i n ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  changed t h e  p o l i c y  of CPI a l s o  which  now s t a r t e d  

a d v o c a t i n g  i n d i s s o l u b i l i t y  of t h e  I n d i a n  S t a t e .  

A t  t h e  same t ime ,  P a k i s t a n ' s  t i l t i n g  t w a r d s  America 

was  more v i s i b l e  and  l a t e r  i n  1954, t h i s  c u l m i n a t e d  i n  

P a k i s t a n ' s  e n t e r i n g  i n t o  a n t i - c m r n u n i s t  m i l i t a r y  a l l i a n c e s  



l i k e  CENT0 and SEAT0 w i t h  Amsrica f o r  g e t t i n g  m i l i t a r y  

a s s i s t a n c e .  These deve lopments  had a n  obvious  i m p a c t  on  

t h e  p e r c e p t i o n s  of S o v i e t  who now t h o u g h t  of c h e c k i n g  US 

i n f l u e n c e  by s t r e n g t h e n i n g  I n d i a  and t h i s ,  i n  f a c t .  brough 

t h e  c o l d  war between t h e  two s u p e r  powers t o  t h e  I n d i a n  

sub-con t inen t .  

The  t a l k s  between t h e  two Prime M i n i s t e r s  of I n d i a  

and P a k i s t a n  o v e r  p l e b i s c i t e  a l s o  i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  Kashmiri  

mind who f e l t  t h a t  t h e y  had s t i l l  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d e c i d e  

t h e i r  f u t u r e .  On January  2, 1957, Feroz Khan Noon, t h e  t h e n  

F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r  of P a k i s t a n ,  w r o t e  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  

S e c u r i t y  Counc i l  t o  s e c u r e  a  s o r t  of s t a y  o r d e r  i n  r e s p e c t  

o f  t h e  new C o n s t i t q t i o n  of Kashmir which was t o  come i n t o  

f o r c e  on 26 J a n u a r y  1957. 22 Noon a l l e g e d  I n d i a  of f o i l i n g  

b i l a t e r a l  n e g o t i a t i o n s  and a l s o  of u n l e a s h i n g  a  r e i g n  of 

t e r r o r  i n  Kashmir, and demanded a  f i r m  a c t i o n  by t h e  S e c u r i t y  

Counci l .  23 When P a k i s t a n  r a i s e d  t h e  i s s u e  i n  S e c u r i t y  C o u n c i l ,  

on Jan.2,  1957,  i t s  d i p l o m a t i c  m i s s i o n s  c i r c u l a t e d  a l l  o v e r  

t h e  wor ld  a  l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  by Sheikh  Abdullah which had been 

smuggled o u t  of j a i l .  24 The d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n  ( c o n t a i n i n g  

p r o v i s i o n s  of i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  UN I n t e r v e n t i o n  Force  f o r  Kashmir 

f o r  i t s  d e m i l i t a r i s a t i o n )  p u t  b e f o r e  s e c u r i t y  Counc i l  on  Feb., 

2, 1957 was vetoed by S o v i e t  Union t h a t  now r e g a r d e d  Kashmir 

a s  an  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of I n d i a .  25 T h i s  development  f o r m a l l y  

c l o s e d  t h e  r o l e  of UN i n  Kashmir s o  f a r  a s  US.D he ld  Kashmir 

problem s e t t l e d .  On Oc tobe r  9, 1957,  Kr ishna  k n o n  r e f u t e d  

t h e  Pak a l l e g a t i o n s  and r e  J e c  Led t h e  P a k i s t a n ' s  demand of  

s t a t i o n i n g  of UN t r o o p s  i n  Kashmir and b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  n o t i c e  

of t h e  G e n e r a l  Assembly t h e  a i r f i e l d s  t h a t  P a k i s t a n  had been  



c o n s t r u c t i q  i n  occupied a r e a .  He a l s o  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  

h o s t i l e  u t t e r a n c e  of P a k i s t a n ' s  r e s p o n s i b l e  peop le  and 

s u b v e r s i v e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  Kashmir which were i n s p i r e d  by 

P a k i s t a n .  2 6  

A g g r e s s i o n  of I n d i a  by China  i n  1962 and i t s  

occupying  t h e  a r e a  of Aksaichir t  of Ladakh r e g i o n  reduced  

t h e  S t a t e  i n  t e r r i t o r i a l  r e s p e c t .  I n  1 9 6 3  P a k i s t a n  

i l l e g a l l y  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  c h i n a  a  l a r g e  chunk of  I'OK t e r r i t o r y  

27 of a b o u t  5,180 sq. kms. T r y i n g  t o  t a k e  t h e  advan tage  of 

t h e  weakened I n d i a  a f t e r  Ch inese  a t t a c k ,  P a k i s t a n  a l s o  

t r i e d  t o  g r a b  Kashmir by f o r c e  i n  1,965. Being b e a t e d  b a d l y  

by I n d i a n  armed f o r c e s  i t  came t o  r e a l i s e  i t s  r e a l  s i z e  and 

i n  J a n u a r y  1966, T a s h k e n t  A g r e e w n t  was s i g n e d  t o  end t h e  

d e a d l o c k  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  S o v i e t  media t ion .  'The r e s o l u t i o n  

of  > e c u r i t y  C o u n c i l  w a s  n o t  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  a n y t h i n g  more t h a n  

o r d e r i n g  a  c e a s e f i r e .  The peace  t r e a t y ,  however, was 

s i g n e d  a s  a  r e s u l t  of m e d i a t i o n  n o t  by a  UN r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

b u t  by a  super-power a t  Tashkent .  Tashken t  Agreement, 

however, d i d  n o t  endure  f o r  l o n g  a s  a n o t h e r  war  b r o k s  o u t  

between I n d i a  and P a k i s t a n  i n  1971, t h e  bone of c o n t e n t i o n  

b e i n g  E a s t  P a k i s t a n  and n o t  Kashmir. P a k i s t a n  was b i f u r c a t e d  

and t h e  war  was a  s e v e r e  blow t o  P a k i s t a n ' s  armed f o r c e s ,  

" b o t h  i d e o l o g i c a l l y  ( f a i l u r e  of two n a t i o n  t h e o r y )  and 

m i l i t a r i l y ,  i t  was a  c a t a s t r o p h e  f o r  P a k i s t a n .  "29  

The war,  was a n  awfu l  amorwnt f o r  Kashrniri n a t i o n a l i s t s  

a l s o .  They might  have opposed P a k i s t a n ,  b u t  s i n c e  t h e y  had 
,A, 

a  t r o u b l e d  r e l a t i o r t s h l p  w i t h  I n d i a -  o f t e n  s e e k i n g  a  d i v o r c e  ,. 

f rom what  t h e y  viewed a  f o r c e d  marr iage-  t h e y  ended up 



g e t t i n g  a n  a l l y  w i t h  P a k i s t a n .  The 1971 d e f e a t  of P a k i s t a n  

weakened Kashmiri  n a t i o n a l i s t s ,  and a  p l e a  f o r  d i v o r c e  

had t o  be t u r n e d  i n t o  a  compromise. 30 Sheikh  f i n a l l y  made 

peace w i t h  I n d i a  and h e l d  t h a t  ' lour d i s p u t e  w i t h  I n d i a n  

Government i s  n o t  a b e u t  a c c e s s i o n  b u t  abou t  t h e  quantum of 

au tonomy. "31 

The p e r i o d  between t h e  two q u i c k  wars  between I n d i a  

and P a k i s t a n  was c h a r a c t e r i s e d  by PakCs c o n t i n u o u s  invo lvemen t  

and s u p p o r t i n g  of Kashmiri  n a t i o n a l i s t s .  Dur ing  t h e  1965  

d e b a c l e ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  e x p e c t a t i o n  i n  P a k i s t a n  was t h a t  

Kashmi r i s  would r e v o l t  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  a g a i n s t  I n d i a  and 

f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  s e v e r a l  hundred. by some c a l c u l a t i o n s ,  n e a r l y  

7000- armymen o r  p a r a - m i l i t a r y  pe r sonne l  i n  c i v i l i a n  g u i s e  

were s e n t  i n t o  t h e  Va l l ey  t o  g e n e r a t e  an  u p r i s i n g .  32 1 n  f a c t ,  

t h e s e  d e s i g n s  of  i n f l i t r a t i o n  had begun a s  e a r l y  a s  i n  1958. 33 

But i n s t e a d  of c r e a t i n g  s u c h  uprisings i n  Kashmir, many of 

them were a r r e s t e d  and t h e i r  d e s i g n s  were f o i l e d  by Kashmiris-  

Muslims, Hindus and S ikhs  s t a n d i n g  t o g e t h e r  s h o u l d e r  t o  

shou lde r .  34 Had t h e  1983 u p r i s i n g  i n  Kashmir, t a k e n  p l a c e  

i n  1965, P a k i s t a n ' s  m i l i t a r y  chances i n  Kashmir would have 

been  s t r o n g .  35 I t  was d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  t h a t  s e v e r a l  

s e c e s s i o n i s t s  groups  l i k e  A1 Fateh ,  JKLF e t c .  became a c t i v e .  

I n  f a c t ,  Al F a t e h  was found i n v o l v e d  i n  sky- j ack ing  of a n  

I n d i a n  P l a n e  t o  Lahore,  s p y i n g  and i t s  c o l l u s i o n  w i t h  Pak 

a u t h o r i t i e s .  
36  

On J u l y  3, 1972 was s i g n e d  t h e  h i s t o r i c  Simla 

Agreement by t h e  two c o u n t r i e s  t o  end t h e  s t r a i n e d  and t e n s e d  

r e l a t i o n s  t h a t  had come t o  govern  d u r i n g  t h e  1971 war p e r i o d .  

With t h i s  Agreement t h e  two c o u n t r i e s  d e c i d e d  t o  p u t  an  end  



t o  t h e  c o n f l i c t  and c o n f r o n t a t i o n  t h a t  had h i t h e r t o  marked 

t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s  and t o  e s t a b l i s h  d u r a b l e  peace  i n  t h e  sub- 

c o n t i n e n t .  They a l s o  a f f i r m e d  t h e i r  f a i t h  i n  CN c h a r t e r  

and a g r e e d  t o  r e s o l v e  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e s  by n e g o t i a t i o n s  and 

most i m p o r t a n t l y  ' b i l a t e r a l l y ' .  Both  t h e  s i d e s  d e c i d e d  t o  

wi thdraw t h e i r  f o r c e s  t o  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  s i d e s  of t h e  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  b o r d e r  and i n  t h e  c a s e  of  pending  problems,  

no  s i d e  s h a l l  u n i l a t e r a l l y  a l t e r  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  F a i t h  i n  

p e a c e f u l  c o - e x i s t e n c e ,  n o n - i n t e r f e r e n c e  and r a s p  c t  f o r  e a c h  

o t h e r ' s  t e r r i t o r y  was shown. 

Whi le  t h e  ag reemen t  was welcomed i n  I n d i a  ( e x c e p t  

J a n a  Sangh)  and a l s o  a t  t h e  wor ld  l e v e l ,  and even  i n  P a k i s t a n  

y e t  many of  t h e  P a k i s t a n i  l e a d e r s  r e g a r d e d  i t  a s  a  s e l l  o u t  

t o  I n d i a .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  Gen.Zia, l a t e r  on e x p r e s s e d  h i s  

u n w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  a c c p e p t  t h e  te rm t h a t  P a k i s t a n  commits t o  

b i - l a t e r a l i s m .  37 

The post-Simla Agreement e r a  h a s  w i t n e s s e d  t h e  

c o n s i s t e n t  d e n i a l  and v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  s p i r i t  of t h e  ag reemen t  

on t h e  pa r t  of P a k i s t a n .  I t  was w i t h  t h e  emergence of G e n e r a l  

Zia-ul-Haq a s  t h e  m i l i t a r y  r u l e r  of P a k i s t a n  t h a t  saw t h e  

r e v i v a l  of t h e  Manzur Q d i r  s t r a t e g y  f o l l o w e d  from 1958 onwards, 

t h a t  t h e  key t o  o b t a i n i n g  s u c c e s s  i n  Kashrnir l a y  i n  d e s t a b i l i s i n g  

t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Pun jab  ( o r  o t h e r  p a r t s )  by s a v i n g  t h e  s e e d s  

of d i s a f f e c t i o n  i n  t h e  minds of S i k h s .  I n  b r i e f ,  t h e  e n t i r e  

e f f o r t  i s  t o  undermine I n d i a n  d e m o c r a t i c  and s e c u l a r  s t r u c t u r e .  
39 

I n  Kashlnir t o o ,  Z i a l s  s t r a t e g y  remained  t h e  same a s  i n  Punjab.  

The  P a k i s t a n i  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  k e p t  i t s  l i n k s  open w i t h  JKLF and 

t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l i s t  g roups  l i k e  Jamaat-e-Is lami.  The re  was a  



c o n t i n u i n g  e f f o r t  t o  encourage  s u c c e s s i o n i s t  groups  i n  t h e  

Valley.  39 "The ha l lmark  of ZLa's s t r a t e g y  t m a r d s  I n d i a  was a  

p e r p e t u a l l y  h o s t i l e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  b u t  a lways s h o r t  of an  

open .war. But t h e  December 1987 adven tu re  (when I n d i a n  t r o o p s  

landed i n  S r i l a n k a  f  o l l o w i n a  Hajiv-Jayawardane P a c t  and  
, . 

P a k i s t a n ' s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  I n d i a n  move of showing hegemonic 

p o s t u r e s  a t  SAARC Sumni t  of 1787) was t o o  c l o s e  and t h e  two 

c o u n t r i e s  a lmos t  came t o  t h e  b r i n k  of an a c t u a l  war. I n  h i s  

t i m e  P a k i s t a n  k e p t  on meddl ing  i n  I n d i a ' s  i n t e r n a l  e t h n i c  

problems.. 40 

Sponsor ing  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t e r r o r i s m  and  s e p a r a t i s t  

s u b v e r s i o n  and  i n s u r g e n c y  i s  n o t  new t o  P a k i s t a n .  S i n c e  

19703 Is lamabad h a s ,  been t r a i n i n g  S ikh  and o t h e r  I n d i a n  

s e p a r a t i s t  movements (Kashmiri)  a s  p a r t  of Z u l f i k a r  A l i  

Bhu t to ' s  s t r a t e g y  of  " forward  s t r a t e g i c  d e p t h a ,  and a l s o  a s  

p a r t  of h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  g a i n  r evenge  from 111dia ' s  s u p p o r t  f o r  

i n d e p e n d e n t  Bangladesh. Thus  when i n  t h e  e a r l y  1980s t h e  

SGPC began t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  t i g h t  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  S i k h  economy 

i n  t h e  I n d i a n  Pun jab  and a l s o  began i t s  e f f o r t s  t o  e n f o r c e  t h e  

i m p e r a t i v e s  of S i k h  t r a d i t i o n a l i s m  and c o n s e r v a t i s m  on 

Pun jab  s o c i e t y ,  P a k i s t a n  was q u i c k  t o  e x p l o i t  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y .  41 

P a k i s t a n  t h a t  remained t h e  s o u r c e  o f  "Af gan S u p p o r t  

I n f r a s t r u c t u r e n  till t h e  wi thdrawa l  of S o v i e t  f o r c e s  tu rned  

t h e  m i l i t a r y  supp ly  a v a i l a b l e  t o  i t  ( th rough  US, Saudi  Arabia  

and some o t h e r  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s )  t o w a r d s  Kasllrliir and P u n j a b  

i n  t h e  m i d - e i g h t i e s .  t h e  151's a s s i s t a n c e  t o  Kasllrniris was 

even  funded through Afgan r e b e l  l e a d e r  Gulbudin l i ikrna tyaa i ' s  



Hazb-e-Islami group, t h u s  p r o v i d i n g  Is lamabad w i t h  

d e n i a b i l i t y .  A f t e r  g a i n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t r a i n i n y  and 

o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  Afgan Mujahidden, P a k i s t a n  began expanding  

i t s  o p e r a t i o n  t o  s p o n s e r  and  p r m o t e  s e p a r a t i s m  and t e r r o r i s m  

p r i m a r i l y  i n  KashmCr e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  1936. As a  s t r a t e q i c  

long-term programne, t h e  c h i e f  o b j e c t i v e s  of IS1  were t o  

p ropaga te  r e l i g i o u s  flmtiam~!ntnllsm i n  sma l l  b u t  l e t h a l  

d o s e s  t o  promote s e p a r a t i s t  and communal ou t look ,  t r a i n i n g  

and i n d o c t t r i n a t i o n  of s e l e c t e d  Ka?lirrdri l e a d e r s  t o  c r e a t e  

m i l i t a n t  c a d r e s ,  t r a i n i n g  Kashmir i  y o u t h  i n  weaponary and 

t r a i n i n g  s p e c i a l  teams t o  o r g a n i z e  h a r t a l s  and  bandhs t o  

damage t h e  democra t i c  and s e c u l a r  image of I n d i a .  42 

During  1978 and 1979, a  l o t  of f o r e i g n  f u n d s  were  

s a i d  t o  be poured i n t o  t h e  V a l l e y  t o  f i n a n c e  a n t i - I n d i a n  

groups.  According t o  one e s t i m a t e  t h e  f u n d s  counted  f o r  

a b o u t  100 c r o r e s  corning m i i n l y  fl-omn P ? k J ' . t ~ n ,  Libya and  

S a u d i  Arabia .  " Even She ikh ,  t h e  t h e n c h i e f  M i n i s t e r  of t h o  

S t a t e  a l l e g e d  Jamat- i -Is lami g e t t i n g  f u n d s  f rom t h e  West 

Asian  c o u n t r i e s  and h e l d  i t  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  fomen t ing  

of  communal disharmony i n  t h e  S t a t e .  He a l s o  d i d  n o t  r u l e  

o u t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  P a k i s t a n ' s  i nvo lvemen t  i n  a b e t t i n g  

t e r r o r i s m  i n  Kashmnir. 
44 

Accord ing  t o  t h e  o p i n i o n  Survey ,  59  r e s p o n d e n t s  

have endorsed  i n  af  f i r r n ~ L i v e  y e s  t h a t  P a k i s t a n  and o t h e r  

c o u n t r i e s  have been i n c i t i n g  t e r r o r i s m  and ext re~r l i sm i n  t h e  

S t a t e .  A l l  t h e  f o u r  Kasl~mir i Parv l i t s  and 3 Stiia r e ~ ~ u n d e n t s  
A 

have ag reed  v i i t l i  t h e  view. Except  P a k i s t a n ,  Libya ,  S a u d i  

Arabia ,  I r a n ,  Af ghant s t a n  and Bangladesli a r f  the  0-Lher c o u n t r i e  

t h a t  have encouraged s u c c e s s i o n i s t  s t r u g g l e  i n  Kashmir. 



The approach  of t h e  Pak l e a d e r s  t w t a r d s  Kashmir has  

remained  ambiguous and e p p o r t u n i s t .  As  soon a s  i n  l%l, Genera l  

Z ia ,  Pak P r e s i d e n t  remarked  t h a t  I n d i a ' s  a t t e n ~ p t  t o  t u r n  'LAC' 

i n t o  a  n a t u r a l  boundary w i l l  n o t  b e  a l lowed.  45 I n  J a n u a r y  

1582,  P a k i s t a n  a l s o  r a i s e d  t h e  Kashmir  i s s u e  a t  Geneva meet. 46 

T h i s  p o l i c y  of P a k i s t a n  made i t  c l e a r  t h a t  i t  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  

poke i t s  nose  i n  t h e  i n t e r n a l  a f f a i r s  of I n d i a .  However, 

on Novel~lber 1, 1 W 2 ,  a t  a  s h o r t  s u m n i t  l e v e l  meet w i t h  

I n d i r a  Gandhi P r e s i d e n t  Z i a  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  i s s u e  a s  a n  i r r i t a n t  

between t h e  two c o u n t r i e s  b u t  d e p o s i t e d  f u l l  f a i t h  i n  S i m l a  

a g r e e n e n t .  47 I n  t h e  e n s u i n g  y e a r s ,  however, P a k i s t a n  c o n t i n u e d  

t o  r a i s e  t h e  i s s u e  a t  UN, N A M  s u m n i t s  and  o t h e r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

meets.  

The s e i z u r e  of arms and a m n u n i t i o n  and a r r e s t i n g  

o f  pak  s p i e s  and  g u e r i l l a s  f rom t h e  b o r d e r  a r e a s  l a t e r  l a i d  

c r e d e n t i a l s  t o  t h e  P a k i s t a n ' s  a c t i v e  involverncnt  i r i  i n c i t i n g  

and a b e t t i n g  t e r r o r i s m  i n  Kash~ni r .  I n f i l t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  

boundary of t h e  S t a t e  by K h a l i s t a n L s  of P u n j a h  and P a k i s t a n i s ,  

s e i z u r e  of arms and ammunition,  r i s e  of  a n t i - I n d i a  a c t i v i t i e s  

i n  t h e  V a l l e y  and a r r e s t  of  3 Pak  s p i e ?  i n  J enua ry  1984 

r e v e a l e d  t h e  P a k ' s  d e s i g n s  of  d e s t a b i l i s i n g  I n d i a .  
48 

I n  F e b r u a r y  1x5, a11out 50 a n t i - n a t i o n a l s  w e r e  

a r r e s t e d  who were c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  m i l i t a n t  g roups  

i n c l u d i n g  B a s h i r  Ahmed, G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y  of  Mahaze Azadi. 

These  e x t r e m i s t s  had b w n  p r o p ' a y a t i n g  t o  o h s e r v e  a  'bandh '  

on F e b r u a r y  11, 1985  on t h e  f i r s t  deaLt~  ar~ni :vlca:y of Maqbool 

B a t t  and d i s t r i b u t i n a  p a p e r s  c a r r y i n g  a n t i - n a t i o n a l  r emarks .  4 9 



I n  t h e  same month 4 Pak g u e r l i l l a s  were grabbed  by t h e  

s e c u r i t y  f o r c e s  i n  IJwrshera a r e a  of t h e  b o r d e r  d i s t r i c t  

o f  R a j a u r i  w h i l e  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  c r o s s  LAC,% I n  o c t o b e r ,  

1985 a  t e r r o r i s t  gang code named ' S a f f r o n  T i g e r s '  was a l s o  

smashed. Mj P o l i c e  of  Punjah  M.M.Khaj0ori.a r e p o r t e d  on 

Oc tobe r  10 1985 t h a t  t h e  members o f  t h e  gang were b e i n g  

r e c r u i t e d  from AISSF and Un i t ed  A k a l i  Dal and i n t e r r o g a t i o n  

r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e y  had l i n k s  w i t h  t h e  K h a l i s t a n i  t e r r o r i s t s  

of  Pun jab  and P a k i s t a n  and w e l e  a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  

Punjab ,  Kashmir and Delhi.  51 

N e v e r t h e l e s s .  i t  was d u r i n g  t h e  reg ime of ti.M.Stlah 

t h a t  a n t i - I n d i a  e l e m e n t s  f l o u r i s h e d  r a p i d l y  i n  t h e  Va l l ey .  

Ho ld ing  of  s e c r e t  mee t ings  by t h e  e x t r e m i s t  you th  under  

t h e  g a r b  of  r e l i g i o u s  c o n g r e g a t i o n s ,  t h e  s p u r t  i n  Llie 

a c t i v i t i e s  of KLF and t h e  a l l e g e d  invo lvemen t  of S t a t e  

p o l i c e  o f f i c i a l s  i n  s u c h  developments  t h a t  e v e n  caused  t h e  

w i t h d r a w l  of Congress  s u p p o r t  t o  s h a h  Government had become 

a  common f a c t .  52 On Februa ry  12 ,  1987 C o u n t e r - I n t e l l i g e n c e  

Wing of I n d i a  b u s t e d  a  Pak spy  r i n g .  The s u c c e s s  came w i t h  

t h e  a r r e s t  o f  a p e r s o n  i d e n t i f i e d  an Darz l ian  5.J.ngh a l l e g e d l y  

a  Kingpin of  I S I ,  f rom R. S.Pura a r e a  of Jammu. 53 To check  

t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of  a n t i - n a t i o n a l s ,  a  s p e c i a l  An t i -Te r ro r i s s t  

C e l l  was a l s o  s e t  up Which was t o  b e  hezded by S  P t o  

t i g h t e n  t h e  s e c u r i t y  measures  a t  p u b l i c  p l a c e s .  54 On J u n e  

28, 1987 two more g a n g s o p e r a t i n g  f o r  t h e  Pak e sp ionage  ne twork  

were a l s o  un-ear thened f o l lovr ing  t h e  a r r e s t  of 13 p e r s o n s  

by BSF. 
55 



The y e a r  1468, w i t n e s s e d  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  t l l e  

m i l i t a n t  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  v a l l e y .  Dur ing  t h e  y e a r  a b o u t  

104 Pak i n t r u d e r s  i n c l u d i n g  16 a g e n t s  of t h e  F i e l d  

I n t e l l i g e n c e  U n i t  of Pak Army were apprehended  by BSF on 

S t a t e  b o r d e r  w i t h  P a k i s t a n .  More t h a n  30 were  s h o t  dead. 56 

P.V.N. S.Rao, t h e  t h e n  EX t e r n n l  M f  a i r s  M i n i s t e r  of I n d i a  

a l l e g e d  P a k i s t a n  f o r  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  v i o l e n c e  i n  t h e  v a l l e y  

and  h e l d  t h a t  t h e  r e c e n t  s p u r t  of v i o l e n c e  has been  p l a n n e d  

a c r o s s  t h e  bo rde r .  57 Farooq & d u l l a h ,  t h e  Ch ie f  M i n i s t e r  

of  t h e  S t a t e  a l s o  a l l e g e d  P a k i s t a n  of i t s  n e f a r i o i ~ s  d e s i g n s  

of d e s t a b i l i s i n g  I n d i a  by f e e f l i n g  t e r r o r i s m  i n  Kashmir and 

b ra inwash ing  Kash1nir i5  by v i c i o u s  communal propaganda t h r o u g h  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  l i k e  Jamat .  58 . 

I n  t h e  e n s u i n g  d a y s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  v a l l e y  

d e t e r i o r a t e d  g r e a t l y  and became i n t r a c t a b l e  and unman-lgenl>le. 

The o c c a s s i o n s  l i k e  d e a t h  a n n i v e z s a r i e s  of B h a t t  and i l a ,  

t h e  m a r t y r s  day  on J u l y  13 and t h e  R e p u b l i c  Day and t h e  

independence  Day of I n d i a  c a m  t o  be  obse rved  a s  p r o t e s t  

d a y s  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  by huge d e ~ ~ l o n s t r a t i o n s ,  a n t i - n a t i o n a l  

s l o g a n s  and v i o l e n c e .  Demand f o r  independence  [by JKLF) and 

t h e  merge r  w i t h  P a k i s t a n  (by J a m a a t  and i t s  s u p p o r t e d  g r o u p s )  

r e a c h e d  t o  t h e  nook and  c o r n e r  of  t h e  c o u n t r y .  P a k i s t a n  

has  become a f e e d i n g  ground of a n t i - I n d i a n  s e c e s s i o n i s t  

f o r c e s  of Kashmir. 

The I n d i a n  Defence Review of J u l y  1 9 8 9  c o n t a i n s  

d e t a i l s  g a t h e r e d  by RAd a g e n t s  i n  P a k i s t a n  of  a  t o p  l e v e l  

mee t ing  of  s e l e c t e d  c o r p s  co~ni~landers  a d d r e s s e d  by L t .  

P r e s i d e n t  Z i a  i n  A p r i l  lW8. l h e  G e n e r a l  spoke of a  m i l i t a r y  

o p e r a t i o n  codenamed ~ ~ - ~ o ~ a c , ~ ~  t h a t  aimcd a t  t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  



of Kashmir. His d e a l i n g  of t h e  t h r e e  phase s t r a t e g y  t o  be  

adup ted  by P a k i s t a n  i s  i l l u m i n a t i n g  f o r  it a n t i c i p a t e s  

t h e  p r e s e n t  e v e n t s  i n  K a s h r ~ ~ i r .  

R e l e v a n t  e x c e r p t s  f rom Z i a s s  t a l k  may be quoted:  

"As you know due t o  our  p re -occupa t ion  i n  H f g z n i s t a n  I 

have n o t  been a b l e  t o  p u t  t h e s e  p l a n s  b e f o r e  you e a r l i e r .  

L e t  t h e r e  be no mis t ake ,  however, t h a t  o u r  aim rema ins  

q u i t e  c l e a r  and firm- t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  of t h e  Ka5hrnl.r Val ley .  

(Xlr Muslim Kashmiri  b r o t h e r s  c a n n o t  be a l lowed  t o  s t a y  

w i t h  I n d i a  f o r  any l e n g t h  of t i m e  n m " .  @ He proposed  t h e  

s t r a t e g y  wh ich  t h e  Kashmiri  mind c a n  g r a s p  and cope with-  

i n  o t h e r  words  a  c o o r d i n a t e d  use  of moral and p h y s i c a l  

means, o t h e r  t h a n  n k l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n s ,  which  w i l l  d e s t r o y  

t h e  w i l l  o f  t h e  enemy, damage h l s  1 1 o l i t i c a l  c a p a c i t y  and 

expose h i m  t o  t h e  wor ld  a s  a n  o p p r e s s o r .  The aim, a p p a r e n t l y ,  

would be  a c h i e v e d  i n  t h r e e  phases .  Tn phase one, t h e  

Kashmir i  m i l i t a n t s  were t o  be encouraged  t o  t a k e  t h e  c o n t r o l  

of  t h e  power a p p a r a t u s  of t h e  s t a t e  by p o l i t i c a l  s u b v e r s i o n  

and i n t r i g u e .  The s t r a t e g y  of low l e v e l  i n s u r g e n c y  was t o  be  

used and a n t i - I n d i a  s r n L i r l c n t  t o  be whipped up amongst 

s t u d e n t s  and p e a s a n t s ,  p r e f e r a b l y  on r e l i g i o u s  i s s u e s .  61 

The second phase  c o n t a i n s  t h e  e x e r t i o n  of maximum 

p r e s s u r e  o n  t h e  S i a c h e n ,  K a r g i l  and Rajauri-Poonch s e c t o r s  

t o  f o r c e  t h e  I n d i a n  army t o  dep loy  r e s e r v e  f o r r n a t i o t ~ s  

o u t s i d e  t h e  main Kashmir v a l l e y .  Base d e p o s i t s  and head- 

q u a r t e r s  a t  s t r a t e g i c  placcc,  will be a t t a c k e d  by c o v e r t  

a c t i o n  a t  a  g i v e n  t ime  t o  a t t a c k  and  d e s t r o y  a i r f i e l d s  and 

r a d i o - s t a t i o n s  and b l o c k  t h e  Ban iha l  t u n n e l  and  t h e  ~ a r g i l  



Leh H i g h a y s .  Tho th i . rd  phase  e n v i s a g e d  drawing  up d e t a i l e d  

p l a n s  f o r  t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  of Kashmir v a l l e y  and t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  

of a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  I s l a m i c  S t a t e .  62 S u r p r i s i n g l y ,  t h e  gamo 

p l a n  e n v i s a g e d  by P a k i s t a n  seems t o  have a  semblance w i t h  

t h e  e v e n t s  i n  t h e  v a l l e y .  I n i t i a t i o n  of t h e  t r o u b l e  i n  t h e  

v a l l e y  and l a t e r  on its e x t e n s i o n  t o  t h e  Doda and Poonch 

d i s t r i c t s  mark t h e  w e l l  p l anned  s t r a t e g y  of P a k i s t a n  t h a t  

has ,  it now seems, e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  second phase.  The Op- 

Topac was a l s o  f o l l o w e d  by Zarbe-Momin ( t h e  s t r i k e  of t h e  

f a i t h f u l ) ,  t h e  most i m p r e s s i v e  m i l i t a r y  e x e r c i s e  e v e r  of 

P a k i s t a n .  P a k i s t a n  A r m y  Chief  Bey, d i d n ' t  even  b o t h e r  t o  

c o n c e a l  t h e  i d e n t i t y  of  t h e  enemy he had i n  mind. 'Foxland '  

was t h e  p e j o r a t i v e  t e r m  f o r  I n d i a  w h i l e  t h e  b a t t l e  t o  be  

f o u g h t  by 'Blue  l a n d '  ( P a k i s t a n )  was i n t e n d e d  i n  f u t u r e  

t o  be on enemy t e r r i t o r y .  63 

The c o l l u s i o n  of t h e  a n t i - I n d i a  e l e m e n t s  w i t h  

P a k i s t a n  became evider r t  when t h e  d e a t h  of  Zia  was f o l l o w e d  

by unpreceden ted  i n c i d e n t s  l i k e  b l a s t s ,  a r s o n s ,  k idnapp ings  

and i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  k i l l i n g s .  One of t h e  t a r g e t s  of a t t a c k  

was t h e  Kashmir i  P a n d i t s .  a  s m a l l  m i n o r i t y .  The t r o u b l e -  

makers were  r e p o r t e d l y  hea rd  say ing :  " I f  we u p r o o t  t h i s  

comnunity f rom Kas l~mir ,  i t  w i l l  be e a s y  f o r  u s  t o  i n t e n s i f y  

o u r  I r a n i a n - t y p e  of r e v o l u t i o n  t o  g e t  Kashmir s e p a r a t e d  

from I n d i a  and merged w i t h  t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c  of P a k i s t a n .  64 

I n  t h e  i n c r e a s e  o f ,  s u p p o r t  f o r  t e r r o r i s m  i n  I n d i a ,  

I s l amabad  has  been a b l e  t o  f i n d  a  t a s k  f o r  t l ~ e  P a k i s t a n i  

and Afgan  c a d r e s  t h a t  I s l amabad  had deve loped  d u r i n g  t h e  

Afghan war  and must now keep  from meddling i n  P a k i s t a n i  

d o m e s t i c  p o l i t i c s .  I n d e e d ,  t o  s e c u r e  t h a t  g o a l ,  ~ r i ~ .  ( ~ e t d . )  



I m t i a z  head of t h e  I S 1  p o l i t i c a l  s e c t i o n ,  h a s  deve loped  a  

l o n g  t e r m  programme c a l l e d  "K-2". T h i s  progranlrne aims a t  

u n i f y i n g  and b e t t e r  c o o r d i n a t i n g  t h e  Kashmiri  and S ikh  

s u b v e r s i o n  e f f o r t s  by b r i n g i n g  under one umbre l l a  S i k h  

and Kashmir i  e x t r e m i s t s  and  m ~ ~ s l i m  f u n d a m e n t a l i s t s  who 

would t h e n  i n t e n s i f y  a c t s  of v i o l e n c e  i n  J 8 K, P u n j a b  and  

t h e  T e r a i  r e g i o n  of UP. I n d e e d ,  t h e  e s c a l a t i o n  of t e r r o r i s m  

and s u b v e r s i o n  s i n c e  t h e  e a r l y  1990s i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  have 

been a  d i r e c t  out-growth of t h e  ISI's i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of t h e  

"K-2. l o n g  term programme. 65 

The p o l i t i c a l  s u c c e s s o r s  of Zia ill P a k i s t a n -  

Benaz i r ,  S h a r i f  and Moeen Q u r e s h i  have h a r d l y  succeeded  

i n  b r e a k i n g  away fqom t h e  o l d  Pak p o l i c y  f a b r i c a t e d  i n  t h e  

t i m e  of Lia. The i n t r o d u c t i o n  of  democracy i n  P a k i s t a n  a f t e r  

a  l o n g  gap of  absence  a l s o  f e l l  s h o r t  o f  e x p e c t a t i o n s  a s  

B e n a z i r  t a l k e d  of ' t h o u s a n d  y e a r  war '  w i t h  I n d i a  and d e c l a r e d  

h e r  government 's  open h e a r t e d  s u p p o r t  on moral and d i p l o m a t i c  

grounds  t o  t h e  cause  of r i g h t  of  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  f o r  

Kashmlris .  She  even  opened a  w e l f a r e  and r e l i e f  fund  

f o r  Kashmlr i s  w i t h  a n  i n i t i a l  c  m t r i b u l i o n  of  Rs.10 c r o r e  

i n  A p r i l ,  1990. " The new government of S h a r i f  wen t  a 

s t e p  ahead  and c o n t i n u o u s l y  worked f o r  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  j e h a d  

of Kashmir i s .  S u r p a s s i n g  t h e  o l d  r h e t o r i c  of Pak l e a d e r s  

he l u c i d l y  remarked t h a t  P a k i s t a n  was n o t  bound by Simla 

Agreement. T h i s  s t a t e m e n t  of S h a r i f  came a s  a  s u r p r i s e  t o  

t h e  mandar ins  i n  t h e  s o u t h  b lock .  He had a l s o  r e i t e r a t e d  

w h i l e  i n  Male f o r  t h e  SAAtiC meet t h a t  his government would 

c o n t i n u e  t o  p r o v i d e  mora l ,  p o l i  L i c a l  and d i p l o m a t i c  s u p p o r t  

t o  t h e  Kashmir i s .  67 



The new c a r e t a k e r  Prime M i n i s t e r  of ~ a k i s t a n  

Moeen 9 u r e s h i  a l s o  h e l d  on J u l y  31, 1993 t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no 

change i n  P a k i s t a n ' s  p o l i c y  i n  Kashmir a s  i t  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  

i t s  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  c a u s e  o f  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  by Kashmir i s .  & 
However, it i s  e v i d e n t  f rom t h e  p o l i t i c a l  developments  t h a t  

have t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  P a k i s t a n  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o t  one, two b u t  

t h r e e  c e n t r e s  of power-Pres ident ,  Army Chief  and Prime 

M i n i s t e r .  Any e l e c t e d  government s i n c e  1 9 8  h a s  f a i l e d  

t o  c u r b  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  two c e n t r e s  of power 

t h u s  r e s t r i c t i n g  s o f t e n e d  s t a n d  on Kashmir. The d i f f e r e n c e  

of t h e  approach  of I n d i a  and P a k i s t a n  l i e  i n  t h e  handing  

of Kashmir problem. For P a k i s t a n ,  Kashmirir. r,hould be !liven 

t h e  r i g h t  of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  th rough  P l e b i s c i t e  a s  p e r  

UN H e s o l u t i o n s  of 1948 and 1 9 4 9  whereas  f o r  I n d i a  t h e  problem 

i s  t o  be s o l v e d  b i l a t e r a l l y  a s  pe r  Simla Agreement. For  * 
I n d i a ,  t h i s  agreement  d o e s  n o t  e n v i s a g e  t h e  r o l e  of  any 

t h i r d  p a r t y  i n c l u d i n g  UN w h i l e  P a k i s t a n ' s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

i s  t h a t  t h i s  agreement  d o e s  n o t  f o r b i d  t h e  r o l e  of UN i n  

t h e  ma t t e r .  However, t h e  l a t t e r ' s  a rgument  seems t o  b e  

b a s e l e s s  a s  e i t h e r  i t  h a s  f a i l e d  t o  g r a s p  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  

b i l a t e r a l i s m  o r  i t  i s  d e l i b e r a t e l y  f o i l i n g  t l w  e f f o r t s  

r e g a r d i n g  t h e  ma t t e r .  

Today, t h e r e  a r e  v e r y  few c o u n t r i e s  who r e c o n c i l e  

w i t h  t h e  P a k i s t a n i  view and most of them i n c l u d i n g  f r i e n d s  

o f  P a k i s t a n  l i k e  Ch ina ,  US, S a u d i  A r a b i a  etc.  have s t r e s s e d  

t h e  s o l u t i o n  t h r o u g h  S i m l a  ~ ~ r d e m c n t .  F o r  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  

t h e  UN R e s o l u t i o n s  on Kashmir have become i r r e l e v a n t  and 

a  f r e s h  approach  i s  r e q u i r e d .  The l a t e s t  m i s s i v e  has  come 

from t h e  German F o r e i g n  m i n i s t e r ,  Dr.YJ.nl:ol. F e l t ,  who s a i d  



t h a t  t h e  UN r e s o l u t i o n s  have p l a y e d  a  pa r t . .  . . . but t h i s  

goes  back  t o  t h e  40s and i t  i s  u s e l e s s  t o  behave a s  i f  t h e  

w o r l d  has  n o t  changed. The w o r l d  h a s  changed. Hence, i t  

i s  p r o p e r  t o  r e c o n s i d e r  and r e a s s e s s  the  r e s u l u t i o n s .  6 9  

The same a t t i t u d e  has  been a d o p t e d  by LES, B r i t a i n  and c h i n a  

who have c o n t i n u o u s l y  s t r e s s e d  P a k i s t a n  t o  a c c e p t  S imla  

Agreement. 

I n  t h e  whole of t h e  e i g h t i e s  P a k i s t a n i  l e a d e r s  have 

r a i s e d  t h e  i s s u e  a t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e v e l  a t  UN, NAM summits,  

OLC meets ,  SAARC and  o t h e r  s u c h  g a t h e r i n g s .  Very r e c e n t l y ,  

a t  Senega l ,  i n  t h e  q ix l .h  O I C  summit h e l d  on  December 11 ,1992 

on t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  o f  P a k i s t a n  t h e  sumni t  members f o r  t h e  

f i r s t  time e x p r e s s e d  c o n c e r n  o v e r  t h e  s o r r y  p l i y h t  of Kashmi r i s  

a n d  c a l l o d  l o r  a  f r e e  and f a i r  p l e b i s c i t e  t o  r w o l  ve t h e  

Kashmir A similar resolution was p a s s e d  by EW) 

members a t  T e h e r a n  who c a l l e d  f o r  a n  e x p e d i t i o u s  s e t t l e ~ l l e n t  

of Kashmir i s s u e  by h o l d i n g  a  p l e b i s c i t e .  71 S i m i l a r l y ,  a t  

NAM summit of J a k a r t a  h e l d  i n  September  1992, Pak Pr ime 

Minister S h a r i f  t r i e d  t o  r a i s e  t h e  Kashmir i s s u e  b u t  f a i l e d  

t o  g a i n  s u p p o r t  f rom t h e  members e x c e p t  Afghanis tan .  72 

The i n c r e a s e d  invo lvemen t  of P a k i s t a n  i n  e n g i n e e r i n g  

t e r r o r i s m  i n  Kashmir has  of l a t e  become a  m a t t e r  of g h a t  

conce rn  n o t  o n l y  f o r  I n d l a  b u t  a l s o  t o  t h e  West. T h e r e  a r e ,  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  a u t h e n t i c  s o u r c e s  l i k e  R A W ,  a  l a r g e  number 

of t r a i n i n g  camps i n  P a k i s t a n  main ly  i n  POK r e g i o n  which  

number a b o u t  46. 73 I n  t h e  s p r i n g  and summer of 1992, t h e  

I S 1  e s t a b l i s h e d  new t r a i n i n g  camps f o r  I s l a m i c  t e r r o r i s t s  when 

t h e y  a r e  t r a i n e d  t o  h a n d l e  t h e  l a t c s t  weapons. The d i r e c t o r  



of t h i s  e f f o r t  i s  I S I a s  Brig.Javed, a  v e t e r a n  of t h e  Afgan 

s u p p o r t  e f f o r t .  The main t r a i n i n g  camps a r e  i n  Gohat ,  

Larkana ,  S a n g l i ,  Sa rgoda ,  Cu t tock ,  Murree, S i a l k o t  and 

Lahore.  74 Farooq,  t h e  f o r m e r  CM of t h e  S t a t e  h e l d  t h a t  

t h e  ugly  i n c i d e n t s  were e n g i n e e r e d  by p r o - P a k i s t a n  e l e m e n t s  

who were e i t h e r  i n  P a k i s t \ i n  or i n  som,? f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s .  75 

He a l s o  h e l d  L t . Z a  a s  t h e  main c u l p r i t .  "He was t h e  most 

cunn ing  and work ing  i n  c l o s e  c o n j u n c t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  I S 1  Un i t ,  

h e  p l o t t e d  t h e  p e r f e c t  murder. The Afgan F r o n t  was c l o s e d  

s o  t h e  weaponery was n o  problem. F inance  came t h r o u g h  

t h e  d r u g  c a r t e l s .  War by proxy was Z a a s  i d e a  because  h e  

knew h e  c o u l d  n o t  a f f o r d  a n o t h e r  b a t t l e  w i t h  Ind ia . "  7 6 

To quote  t h e  f o r m e r  Governor  of t h e  S t a t e  G i r i s h  Saxena ,  

" t h e r e  i s  no d o u b t  ' abou t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  m i l i t a n c y  i n  Kashmir 

i s  b e i n g  a i d e d  and a b e t t e d  by P a k i s t a n .  They have been g i v i n g  

m i l i t a n t s  t h e  machine guns,  L K s ,  r o c k e t s ,  r o c k e t  l a u n c h e r s ,  

r o c k e t  t e l e s c o p e  s i g h t s ,  t e lk?scopic  r i f l e s ,  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  

mines,  e l e c t r o n i c  d e t o n a t o r s  and  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t n .  77 1 n  a n  

a n o t h e r  i n t e r v i e w  Saxena h e l d  t h a t  I S 1  i s  f u l l y  invo lved .  

They have m o t i v a t o r s  h e r e  who send y o u t h  a c r o s s  t h e  b o r d e r  

f o r  t r a i n i n g .  Sometimes t h e y  send  A f g a n i s t a n i s  t o  r e i n f o r c e  

t h e i r  v e r s i o n  t h a t  i t  i s  t l ~ c  Af gdn Mujahiddin  who have been 

t r a i n i n g  Kashmi r i s  b u t  i t  i s  a l l  done unde r  t h e  a u s p i c e s  of  

ISI.~' Accord ing  t o  B.S. Bedi ,  f o r m r  ~ l r e c  t o r  Gormral of 

J & K P o l i c e ,  i n  1 9 W a l o n e  a b o u t  14000 t r a i n e d  m i l i t a n t s  

were a r r e s t e d  on t h e i r  r e t u r n  Do t h e  v a l l e y .  About 7000 were  

l e t  o f f  by s e c u r i t y  f o r c e s  on t h e  s p o t  w h i l e  4000 were  

f r e e d  by t h e  S t a t e  S c r e e n i n g  Committee. He a l s o  remarked 



t h a t  i n  1 9 9 3  a b o u t  1500 t o  2000 m i l i t a n t s  were a c t i v e  i n  

t h e  v a l l e y .  79 I t  h a e  been a l s o  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  m i l i t a n t s  

have a c q u i r e d  I 1 I X  which  was used i n  r e c e n t  l a n d  mines a g a i n s t  

t h e  s e c u r i t y  f o r c e s .  A h u n t  wes on t o  g r a b  t h e  Pak b a l l i s t i c  

e x p e r t s  behind  t h e  m a t t e r .  80 

I n  r e p l y  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of  Syed Shahabbudin  a b o u t  

t h e  i n f i l t r a t i o n  a t  t h e  b o r d e r  a r e a s  of t h e  S t a t e  of J 8 K 

t h e  M i n i s t e r  of S t a t e  f o r  I n t e r n a l  S e c u r i t y  Re je sh  P i l o t  

r e p o r t e d  i n  Lok Sabha  i n  March 1 9 9 3  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  

1 9 W ,  1991  and 1992, t h e  i n f i l t r a t o r s  a r r e s t e d  numbered 534, 

233 and 84 r e s p e c t i v e l y .  Dur ing  t h e  same y e a r s  t h e  i n f i l t r a t o r s  

k i l l e d  numbered 314, 379  and 1 2 3  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  I n  t h e  same 

y e a r s  peop le  t r y i n g  t o  c r o s s  t h e  b o r d e r  f rom t h e  I n d i a n  

s i d e  c o u n t e d  f o r  560, 127 a n d . 3 8  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  I n  t h e  a t t e m p t  

t o  c r o s s  t h e  b o r d e r  a b o u t  73.59 and 1 2  p e r s o n s  were a l s o  

k i l l e d  i n  t h e  same y e a r s  r e s p r , c t i v c l y .  One Afgan i n f i l t r a t o r  

was a l s o  a r r e s t e d  i n  1992. e l  

D u r i n g  1 9 9 3  a b o u t  242 i n f i l t r a t o r s  a r e  r e p o r t e d  t o  b e  

k i l l e d  a t  t h e  bo rde r  a r e a s .  82 By Oc tobe r  1 9 9 3  a b o u t  5000 t o  

10000 t c a i n e d  m i l i t a n t s  were  r e p o r t e d  by Governor K.V.Krishna 

Rao w a i t i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  b o r d e r  t o  i n f i l t r a t e  i n t o  t h e  v a l l e y .  0 3 

Yet a n o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  deve lopment  i 8  t h e  s p r e a d  of m i l i t a n t  

ne twork  t o  t h e  c i t i e s  where  Muslims a r e  l a r g e l y  c o n c e n t r a t e d  

and  t h e  use of Indo-Nepalese bo rde r  by Kashmir i  m i l i t a n t s  

f o r  i n f i l t r a t i o n  and m a i n t a i n i n g  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  t h e i r  I S 1  

mentors  i n  t h e  P a k i s t a n  embassy a t  Kathmandu. The a r r e s t  of a 

c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t  on November 10 ,1993  i n  Hyderabad r e v e a l e d  t h a t  

Iquan-ul-Muslimeen, a  pro-Pak m i l i t a n t  o u t f i t  has  s t r u c k  



r o o t s  i n  t h e  S o u t h  t o  r e c r u i t  Muslim y o u t h s  f o r  t r a i n i n g  

i n  P a k i s t a n  f o r  s u b v e r s i o n .  He a l s o  r e v e a l e d  h i s  c o n t a c t s  

w i t h  N i s a r  Ahmed Bhat,  a  Kashmiri  based  i n  C a l c u t t a ,  who 

t o o k  cha rge  of t h e  youth ,  s e n t  t h e r e  f rom Hyderabad and  

a r r a n g e d  t h e i r  journey  f o r  P a k i s t a n  v i a  Dhaka. A r e v o l v e r ,  

ammunition and money was a l s o  s e i z e d  f rom N i s s a r  Bhat l a t e r  

on. F a r h a t ,  a  son  of Amanullah Khan [JKLF c h i e f )  was a l s o  

a r r e s t e d  i n  November 27, 1993 i n  Hyderabad. He was a  s t u d e n t  

of a n  e n g i n e e r i n g  c o l l e g e  i n  Hyderabad. Mehboob A l l ,  a  

c h i e f  of nDargah-BJahad-o-Shah' a n  o r g a n i s a t i o n  a l s o  engaged 

i n  r e c r u i t i n g  youth  f o r  t r a i n i n g  i n  P a k i s t a n  was a l s o  

a r r e s t e d .  , The new r e c r u i t s  were s e n t  t h r o u g h  Dhaka t o  

P a k i s t a n .  85  Hydersbad P o l i c e  has a l s o  a r r e s t e d  7  members 

of  a  pro-pak 1-51 s u p p o r t e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n  TIM(Tanzim Is  lamul  

Muslimeen) i n  t h e  t h i r d  week of J a n u a r y  1994. E x p l o s i v e s  

and  amnun i t ion  was a l s o  r e c o v e r e d  from them. 5 6 

The r o l e  of I S 1  i n  f u e l i n g  t e r r o r i s m  i n  Kashmir has  

been c r i t i c i z e d  by USA, B r i t a i n  and o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s .  Very 

r e c e n t l y ,  t h e  Pak ambassador t o  USA Begum Abida Hussa in  was 

t o l d  by t h e  US o f f i c i a l s  t h a t  p a r t i e s  Like Jarmnate I s l a m i  

and t h e  T i b l i g h i  Jamaa t  , as  w e l l  a s  some r e t i r e d  o f f i c i a l s  

a r e  t r a i n i n g  Kashmiri  mujah idd in  and s e n d i n g  them t o  K a s h d r .  

US a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  has  a l s o  warned P a k i s t a n  t o  keep i t s  hands 

o f f  o t h e r w i s e  i t  may be d e c l a r e d  a  t e r r o r i s t  s t a t e .  " E a r l i e r  

B r i t i s h  Under S e c r e t a r y  f o r  F o r e i g n  and Comrnonwealth A f f a i r s ,  

Mark Lennox Boyd, h a s  c a l l e d  u p m  P a k i s t a n  t o  a b i d e  by S imla  

Agreement and condemned t h o  m i l i t a n t  b r u t a l i t i e s  i n  Kashmir 

and s u p p o r t e d  I n d i a ' s  e f f o r t s  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t e r r o r i s t  

v i o l e n c e .  According  t o  t h e  U$ C o n g r e s s i o n a l  r e p o r t s ,  



a b o u t  60 p e r  c e n t  of t h e  , , s o p h i s t i c a t e d  weapons were d i v e r t e d  

by I S 1  f o r  i t s  own use.  So  was t h e  p o s i t i o n  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  

funds.  I n  1987-88 a l o n e ,  i t  s l i c e d  away a b o u t  35 p e r  c e n t  

of $ 1.2 b i l l i o n  American a i d  t o  t h e  Afghan r e f u g e e s .  If 

US wants  t o  end e f f e c t i v e l y  human r i g h t s  v i o l a t i o n  i n  Kashmir, 

h o l d s  J a g  Mohan r igh t ly ,  i t  s h o u l d  c r i p p l e  I S I ' s  c a p a c i t y  t o  

s p r e a d  b lood and t e r r o r .  89 

Very r e c e n t l y ,  t h e  v i s i t  of a  US o f f i c i a l  J o h n  

M a l l o t  t o  I n d i a  and h i s  p e r c e p t i o n  of  Kashmir h a s  c r e a t e d  

u p r o a r i n g s  i n  I n d i a .  M e l l o t ' s  remarks t h a t  US c o n s i d e r s  

a l l  Kashmir on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  l i n e  of  c o n t r o l  a s  a  

d i s p u t e d  t e r r i t o r y  and Kashmir problem c a n  no l o n g e r  be  

l e f t  t o  be r e s o l v e d ~ b i l a t e r a l l y  by I n d i a  and P a k i s t a n  has  

s u r p r i s e d  t h e  concerned  p a r t i e s .  US p e r c e p t i o n  of Kashmir 

has  a l s o  undergone a  change i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  

t h e  disintegration of S o v i e t  Union. The new US p o l i c y  i n  

Kashmir seems t o  d e r e c o g n i z e  t h e  c o n t r o l  of P a k i s t a n ,  China 

and I n d i a  o v e r  t h e  S t a t e .  T h i s  became e v i d e n t  f rom t h e  v iews  

e x p r e s s e d  by US o f f i c i a l s  l i k e  J o h n  M a l l o t  and Robin Raphel 

who r e g a r d e d  t h e  whole of  t h e  S t a t e  a s  a  d i s p u t e d  t e r r i t o r y  

and  L a t t e r  e v e n  c h a l l e n g i n g  t h e  v a l i d i t y  of t h e  a c c e s s i o n  

of t h e  S t a t e  t o  I n d i a .  

I n  May 1993, J o h n  M a l l o t ,  o n  a n  o f f i c i a l  v i s i t  

t o  I n d i a  remarked t h a t  t h e  US c o n s i d e r s  a l l  Kashmir on  e i t h e r  

s i d e  of t h e  l i n e  of c o n t r o l  a s  a d i s p u t e d  t e r r i t o r y  and 

Kashmir problem can  no  1:jnyer be l e f t  t o  be  r e s o l v e d  b i l a t e r a l 1  

by I n d i a  and P a k i s t a n .  He a l s o  i n s i s t e d  on t h e  r o l e  of a 

t h i r d  p a r t y ,  t h e  Kashmir i s  which r e v e a l e d  a n  i n t e n t  t o  meddle, 



once a g a i n ,  i n  Kashmir, a n  i s s u e  C e n t r a l  t o  I n d i a ' s  s e c u l a r  

p o l i t y ,  h e r  u n i t y  and i n t e g r i t y  and  c r u c i a l  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  

s t a t u s  qnd w e l l  b e i n g  of  100 m i l l i o n  I n d i a n  Muslims. 50 

On O c t o b e r  28, 1993, t h e  r emarks  of  US A s s i s t a n t  

S e c r e t a r y  of  S t a t e  Robin  Haphel ,  i n  which s h e  even  q u e s t i o n e d  

t h e  v a l i d i t y  of a c c e s s i o n  of Kashmir t o  I n d i a  l e f t  no  d o u b t  

i n  t h e  minds of t h e  mandar ins  of S o u t h  A s i a  t h a t  US i s  s e e k i n g  

a  r o l e  i n  Kashmir problem. 91 The o b j e c t i v e  seems t o  be a n  

i n d e p e n d e n t  Kashmir. T h i s  i s  what r u n s  f rom t h e  s t a t e m e n t  

of Robin Raphel  who i n  h e r  v i s i t  t o  I s l amabad  i n  Oc tobe r  

1 9 9 3  remarked t h a t  "no p a s t  e v e n t  c o u l d  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  f u t u r e  

of  ~ a s h m i r * . ~ ~  The new development  seems t o  be more 

i r r i t a t i n g  f o r  Pak and  China.  M a l l o t  d e f i n i n g  J & K  s t a t e  

a s  t h e  e n t i r e  r e g i o n  of J 8 K t h a t  e x i s t e d  b e f o r e  1947 

q u e s t i o n s  t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  of  Hunza, G i l g i t  and B a l t i s t a n  

a r e a s  by P a k i s t a n  and A k s a i c h i n  and t h e  t e r r i t o r y  ceded  t o  

Ch ina  by Pak a l s o .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  US i n t e r e s t  i n  J & K seems 

t o  c o n t a i n  China  t o  keep  i t  i n v o l v e d  i n  wor ld  mains t ream 

s o  t h a t  it c o u l d  be t u r n e d  i n t o  a  democracy and t o  compel 

I n d l a  and P a k i s t a n  t o  s i g n  NPT. 9 3  

The US, seeking a  med ia to ry  r o l e  m a n i f e s t s  a  changed 

U3 p e r c e p t i o n  of  t h e  whole of Sou th  Asia .  The American 

p o l i c y  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  o b v i o u s l y  r e v e a l s  i t s  i n t e r l i n k i n g  

of v a r i o u s  i s s u e s  l i k e  p r e p a r i n g  ground f a v o u r a b l e  t o  US 

t r a d e  and i n v e s t m e n t ,  p r e s e r v i n g  mar i t ime  t r a f f i c  r i g h t s ,  

c o u n t e r i n g  n a r c o t i c s  and  t e r r o r i s m ,  e n c o u r a g i n g  r e g i o n a l  

s t a b i l i t y  and n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n  and promot ing  democracy 

and r e s p e c t  f o r  human r i g h t s .  94 It i s  s u s p e c t e d  t h a t  p e o p l e  



who have a  s a y  i n  American p o l i c y  on  South A s i a  have s t a r t e d  

a d v o c a t i n g  t h a t  " t h e  r o a d  t o  a c c e s s i o n  t o  N o n - P r o l i f e r a t i o n  

T r e a t y  r u n s  t h r o u g h  Kashmir. rn 95 

The new U S  approach may s u i t  peop le  i n  P a k i s t a n  and 

men l i k e  Amanullah Khan, JKLF c h i e f  who h a i l e d  t h e  r n e l l o t 8 s  

views and e x p e c t e d  a  p o s i t i v e  US r o l e  i n  s o l v i n g  t h e  problem 96 

b u t  i t  would d e f i n i t e l y  harm t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of I n d i a  a s  t h e  

whole i s s u e  i s  t e n d i n g  t o  be i n c l i n e d  towards  e x t e r n a l  

f o r c e s .  A f t e r  t h e  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  of USSR, P a k i s t a n 8 s  p o l i c y  

i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  As ia  has been guided by accumula t ing  s u p p o r t  

on r e l i g i o n s  l i n e s  on Kashmir. I n  f a c t  i t s  a t t e m p t  i s  t o  

reduce  t h e  I n d i a n  i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  r eg ion .  97 It has a l r e a d y  

succeeded i n  g e t t i n g  a n t i - I n d i a n  r e s o l u t i o n s  passed  i n  

OIC summit and i t s  t i r a d e  of c r e a t i n g  a n  a n t i - I n d i a  

environment ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e  Muslim wor ld  i s  on. So f a r ,  

it has  succeeded i n  v i t i a t i n g  t h e  minds of peace l o v i n g  

Kashmir is  on r e l i g i o u s  grounds and i t  i s  t h i s  r e l i g i o u s  

a p p e a l  of P a k i s t a n  t h a t  has  he lped  i t  work i n  Kashmir. To 

s p e a k  o t h e m i s e ,  " the  s e r i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Kashmir 

i s  o n l y  compounded by P a k i s t a n ' s  a t t i t u d e  t o  t h e  whole m a t t e r a e 9  

P a k i s t a n  h o l d s  t h e  key t o  much of wha t  i s  happening. I f  

t h e r e  i s  a  change i n  r e l a t i o n s  between t h e  two c o u n t r i e s  

t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w i l l  change d r a s t i c a l l y . .  . . . a  l o t  of hope 

i s  p inned on t h i s  imponderab le  f a c t o r .  99 

I n  the ,  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  world of today t h e r e  i s  an 

unavo idab le  l i n k a g e  between t h e  i n t e r n a l  and e x t e r n a l  mi leu  

of t h e  p o l i  t i c a l  sys tem ' .?thith-inf h e n c e  t h e  f u n c t i o n i n g  o f  

v a r i o u s  s u b s y s t e m s  and s t r u c t u r e s  o p e r a t i n g  w i t h i n  them. 



The one of t h e  major  r e a s o n s  behind  t h e  s u s t e n a n c e  of 

s e c e s s i o n i s t  f o r c e s  i n  Kashmir i s  t h e  e x t e r n a l  i n t e r f e r e n c e  
in 

f rom t h e  n e i g h b o u r i n g  s t a t e s .  The pumpingnof arms and 

ammunition, arms t r a i n i n g ,  h i d e s  o u t  a r e  t h e  major  i n p u t  

t o  t h i s  problem f rom e x t e r n a l  environment .  Of l a t e ,  t h e  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s u p p o r t  h a s  a l s o  become a n  i m p o r t a n t  s o u r c e  

of  l e g i t i m i z a t i o n  of s e c e s s i o n i s t  f o r c e s .  Guided by t h e i r  

n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s ,  t h e  major  w o r l d  powers have c a u s e d  

i n t e g r a t i o n  o r  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  of s e v e r a l  n a t i o n - s t a t e s .  

The c a s e s  of U n i f i c a t i o n  of  E a s t  and West Germany and 

c o l l a p s e  of  f o r m e r  USSR a r e  examplary.  I n f a c t ,  Kashmir 

a l s o  seems t o  have f a l l e n  a  p r e y  t o  s u c h  n e f a r i o u s  

c o n s p i r a c i e s  a s  t h i s  i s  e v i d e n t  f rom t h e  r e c e n t  upsurge  

of s e c e s s i o n i s t  t e r r o r i s m  i n  t h e  S t a t e .  

Kashmir Problem and Human R i m :  

t h e  need f o r  a  n o r m a t i v e  r o l e  f o r  e t h i c s  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

a f f a i r s .  A s  S t a n l e y  Hoffmann p u t s  it, " t h e  c l a i m s  of o r d i n a r y  

m o r a l i t y ,  t h e  c lamor  f o r  a  k i n d  of s t a t e  c o n d u c t  t h a t  d o e s  

n o t  a l m o s t  i n e v i t a b l y  l e a d  t o  d e c e i t  and  v i o l e n c e ,  c a n n o t  

be s u p p r e s s e d .  We must remembnr t h a t  s t a t e s  a r e  l e d  by 

human b e i n g s  whose a c t i o n s  a f f e c t  human b e i n g s  w i t h i n  and 

o u t s i d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  of good and e v i l ,  r i g h t  o r  wrong, 

a r e ,  t h e r e f  o r e ,  b o t h  i n e v i t a b l e  and l e g i  t i m a t e n .  
100 



The a t h n l c  r e s u r g e n c e  and growing e t h n i c  c o n f l i c t s  

t h a t  mark t h e  wor ld  today  i n e v i t a b l y  evoke  s t a t e  r e p r e s s i o n  

and l e a d  t o  unending  c l a s h e s  between t h e  d i f f e r e n t  e t h n i c  

g roups  s t r i v i n g  f o r  more autonomy o r  even s e c e s s i o n  and 

t h e  s t a t e  equipped f o r c e s  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  m a i n t a i n  s t a t u s  quo. 

The r e s u l t a n t  p l i g h t  of t h e  peop le  (bo th  s y m p a t h i s e r s  t o  

s u c h  movements and i n n o c e n t  p e o p l e )  becomes a  m a t t e r  of  

conce rn  f o r  t h e  human r i g h t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  which  work a s  

t h e  e y e s  of t h e  wor ld  community. 

I n  Kashmir, s i n c e  t h e  e s c a l a t i o n  of v i o l e n c e  i n  

t h e  l a t e  e i g h t i e s  and t h e  m i l i t a n t  t a k e  ove r  of t h e  v a l l e y ,  

common Kashmi r i s  today  s t a n d  sandwi tched  between t h e  armed 

f o r c e s  of I n d i a  and t h e  s e c e s s i o n i s t  e l emen t s .  

I n  s i g n i f i c a n t  development ,  p r o b a b l y  t h e  b i g g e s t  

a v e r  a f t e r  t h e  1 4 t h  and 1 5 t h  c e n t u r y  when Kashmlri  p a n d i t s  

had t o  l e a v e  t h e  v a l l e y  o r  j o i n  I s l a m  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  

a t r o c i t i e s  of S i k a n d e r  t h e  i c o n o c l a s t ,  t h e  Kashmiri  P a n d i t s  

have  migra ted  f rom t h e  v a l l e y  en mass. A whole e s t a b l i s h e d  

s o a i e t y  h a s  been uprooted  i n  t h e  name of r e l i g i o n .  I t  

i s  because  P a n d i t s  f i n d  i t  a l m o s t  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  l i v e  i n  too 

s u f f o c a t i n g  envi ronment  of  Is1and.c fundamental ism.  Thousands 

of mosques i n  l a n e s  and b y l a n e s  of t h e  c i t y  S r i n a g a r  have 

become t h e  h u t  of a c t i v i t y  of t h e  m i l i t a n t s  and t h e  c e n t r e s  

of Hizbu l  Mujahiddin  t o  b ra inwash  t h e  Kashmir i  youth. 1 0 2  

Between December 1 5 8 9  t o  May 15, 1990,  a b o u t  71 i n n o c e n t  

Hindus were  murderedlo3 t o  p r o p e l l  t h e  p r o c e s s  of  m i g r a t i o n  

f rom Val ley .  I n  what  i s  9 u r e l y  t h e  one  of t h e  g r e a t e s t  

r e f u g e e  m i g r a t i o n s  i n  r e c e n t  I n d i a n  h i s t o r y ,  some 90,000 



Kashmiri  p a n d i t s  and o t h e r  members of t h e  m i n o r i t y  comnunity 

o f  a t o t a l  a b o u t  1 , 4 0 , 0 0 0  (4  p e r  c e n t )  l i v t n g  i n  t h e  V a l l e y  

have f l e d  t h e i r  homes l e a v i n g  p r o p e r t y  w o r t h  c r o r e s  behind .  1 0 4  

Accord ing  t o  i n f o r m a t i o n  g iven  i n  P a r l i a m e n t ,  till t h e  e n d  

of J u l y  1990, 48,894 & g r a n t  f a m i l i e s  were r e g i s t e r e d  i n  t h e  

Janmu r e g i o n  and 11 ,438  i n  Delh i .  The o t h e r  f i g u r e s  were UP 

(857) ,  R a j a s t h a n  (61 ) ,  Haryana (94 ) ,  P u n j a b  (1293) ,  Chand iga rh  

(216).  Mp(75), Himachal (66) and G u j a r a t  (54). 1 0 5  

S e v e r a l  myths have been  a i r e d  a b o u t  t h e  m i g r a t i o n  

o f  P a n d i t s  b e i n g  s t a t e  e n g i n e e r e d  mainly by Jagmohan. The 

l o c a l  Urdu p r e s s  of  S r i n a g a r  h a s  p u b l i s h e d  c e r t a i n  l e t t e r s  

c r e a t i n g  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n s  t h a t  P a n d i t s  who had mig ra t ed  have 

now r e a l i s e d  t h e i r  f , o l l y  of becoming pawns of t h e  communal 

games of BJP-Shiv Sena. One l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  by K.L. Kaul 

o n  September  18 i n  S r i n a g a r  d a i l y  A l s a f a  NOWS, s t a t e d  t h a t  

Jagmohan had s e n t  a message t o  t h e  P a n d i t s  of t h e  V a l l e y  

i n  t h e  f i r s t  week o f  F e b r u a r y  t o  m i g r a t e  t o  s a f e r  p l a c e s  

s i n c e  t h e  government  had p l a n n e d  t o  k i l l  a b o u t  1.5 l a k h  M u s l i m s  

and once t h e  massacre  was o v e r  t h e y  w i l l  be s e n t  back. 1 0  6 

Such f e a r s  were a l s o  e x p r e s s e d  by s e v e r a l  o t h e r  p e o p l e  b u t  

w i t h o u t  f a c t u a l  bases .  C o n t r a r y  t o  t h i s ,  a s  Jagmohan would 

h imse l f  f a l s i f y  s u c h  rumours ,  on March 1, 1990 i n  a  p r e s s  

n o t e  r e l e a s e d  by t h e  S t a t e  Government, Governor  a p p e a l e d  t o  

t h e  P a n d i t  community n o t  t o  l e a v e  t h e  V a l l e y ,  n o t  e v e n  f o r  

a s m a l l  p e r i o d .  E f f e c t i v e  law and o r d e r  s i t u a t i o n  and due  

p r o t e c t i o n  was a l s o  a s s u r e d  t o  t h e  peop le  of  m i n o r i t y  

communit ies .  lo7 The p l i g h t  of Kashmiri  P a n d i t s  i s  a g o n i s i n g  

a s  most of them i n  J a m u  a r e  l i v i n g  under  inhuman c o n d i t i o n s ,  

Ou t  of t h e  meagre 1000 r u p e e s  of c a s h  a s s i s t a n c e  a l m o s t  h a l f  



of  t h e  money i s  t o  b e  s p e n t  on house r e n t .  Most of t h e  

m i g r a n t s  i n  Jammu a r e  l i v i n g  i n  Gee ta  Bawan, Nagrota ,  

M i s h r i v a l a  and Muthi. The camps a r e  a l s o  l a i d  i n  pa rade  

ground. I n  f a c t ,  i t  i s  i n t o l e r a b l e  f o r  t h o s e k o  l i v e d  

a n  a f f l u e n t  l i f e  i n  t h e  Summer r e s o r t s  of Kashmir. Most 

of t h e  Kashmiri  P a n d i t s ,  a l m o s t  a l l  c o n s u l t e d  by t h e  p r e s e n t  

w r i t e r  wanted a  s t r o n g  m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  m i l i t a n t s  

and f u l l  i n t e g r a t i o n  of t h e  S t a t e  w i t h  I n d i a .  A l l  t h e  4 

P a n d i t  r e s p o n d e n t s  a g r e e d  w i t h  t h e  v iew i n  o u r  o p i n i o n  

su rvey .  R e c e n t l y ,  a s c o n s c i o u s  of t h e  i n d e c i s i v e n e s s  of 

t h e  C e n t r e ,  Kashmiri  P a n d i t s  h e l d  a  World Conference  i n  New 

De lh i  where a  demand f o r  "Panun Kashmirn ( t h a t  w i l l  c o n s i s t  

o f  a b o u t  12  Km. of a r e a  i n  n o r t h - e a s t  o f  J h e l a m  r i v e r  i n  

I08 t h e  v a l l e y )  which  will be a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of I n d i a l j a s  ma&. 

A p a r t  f rom P a n d i t s  s e v e r a l  of Kashmiri  Muslims have a l s o  

s u f f e r e d  a t  t h e  hands of m i l i t a n t s .  C u s t o d i a l  d ~ ? ~ t l i ? ,  rn lws ,  

t o r t u r e s  and a t r o c i t i e s  of s e c u r i t y  p e r s o n n e l  a s  w e l l  a s  of 

m i l i t a n t s  have evoked t h e  w r a t h  of p e o p l e  i n  and o u t s i d e  t h e  

v a l l e y .  10 9 

The e x c e s s e s  of t h e  I n d i a n  s e c u r i  t y  f o r c e s  main ly  

by t h e  BSF and CRPF have n o t  o n l y  a l i e n a t e d  t h e  Kashmir i s  

en  masse b u t  a l s o  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  ug ly  f a c e  of t h e  s t a t e  

r e p r e s s i o n .  T h e r e  a r e  e x a g g e r a t i o n s  a b o u t  t h i s  b u t  a n t i -  

I n d i a n  e l e m e n t s  have found a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  i n  it t o  d i s c r e d i t  

I n d i a  and d e m o r a l i s e  t h e  I n d i a n  s e c u r i t y  f o r c e s .  The issue 

h a s  been r a i s e d  by P a k i s t a n  f rom t i m e  t o  t ime a t  t h e  mee t ings  

of OIC, UN and  a t  t h e  ve ry  r e c e n t l y  h e l d  Vienna  Conference  

on Human R i g h t s  i n  June 1933. There a r e  a number of f r o n t  



o r g a n i z a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  Kashmir t e r r o r i s t s  b r i n g  f l o a t e d  

by P a k i s t a n  i n  and  o u t s i d e  P a k i s t a n .  I n s i d e  P a k i s t a n  a r e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  l i k e  Kashmir Human R i g h t s  Forum headed by 

he td .  Major Umar Hayat ,  JBK Human R i g h t s  Movement, I n t e r -  

n a t i o n a l  Kashmir Conmit tee  headed by Naemullah Quresh i ,  

Kashmir Comni t tee  headed by ne td .  Major Muzaffar  Shah, 

Dukhtarane Kashmir headed by Sasima J o g e z i ,  and JBK 

A c t i o n  Comrnlttee headed by N a z i r  Ahmed Khal id .  O u t s i d e  

P a k i s t a n  a r e  w o r l d  Kashmir Freedom Movement (UK) headed 

by N a z i r  G i l a n i ,  Kashmir American C o u n c i l  (W), headed by 

Ghulam Nabi F a i ,  and Kashmir As:ociation of Nor th  America 

headed by A.Sheikh. 'lo A 1 1  t h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  have l aunched  

a  f i rade  a g a i n s t  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  ' S t a t e  e n g i n e e r e d  t e r r o r i s m '  

i n  t h e  V a l l e y  and a r e  a c t i ~ e l ~ ~ i n v o l v e d  i n  d i v e r t i n g  t h e  . 

a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  UN and o t h e r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a g e n c i e s  towards  

Kashmir. 

The r e p o r t s  of Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l  and A s i a  Watch 

have a l s o  a c c u s e d  t h e  I n d i a n  p a r a m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s  of commi t t ing  

e x c e s s e s  i n  t h e  Val ley .  As ia  Watch, a  US based  agency,  f o u n d  

t h e  s e c u r i t y  f o r c e s  a s  w e l l  a s  m i l i t a n t s  g u i l t y  of e x c e s s e s .  

However, t h e  r e p o r t  h a s  a l s o  a sked  P a k i s t a n  t o  end a l l  

s u p p o r t  to m i l i t a n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  Kashmir, which, i t  

s a y s ,  have c o m n i t t e d  murders ,  r a p e s  and a s s a u l t s ,  i s s u e d  

t h r e a t s  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  and i n d u l g e d  i n  g r a v e  v i o l a t i o n s  

of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  human r i g h t 4  and h u m a n i t a r i a n  law. Unable 

t o  i g n o r e  any l o n g e r  the human ' r igh t s  v i o l a t i o n s  by t e r r o r i s t  

g r o u p s  s u p p o r t e d  by P a k i s t a n ,  A s i a  Watch h a s  urged t h e  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  comnunity t o  condemn t h e s e  a c t s  by m i l i t a n t s  



and b r i n g  p r e s s u r e  on them t o  end  a l l  s u c h  abuses .  I t  

s a y s  t h e s e  g r o u p s  s h o u l d  a b i d e  by t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of common 

a r t i c l e  3 of Geneva Conven t ions  which p r o h i b i t s  c r u e l ,  

inhuman and d e g r a d i n g  t r e a t m e n t  and e x e c u t i o n s .  The Asia 

Watch 1 9 9 3  r e p o r t  d e v o t e s  a s  many a s  17 pages t o  human 

r i g h t s  v i o l a t i o n s  by t h e  m i l i t a n t s .  I l l  

The r e p o r t  e q u a l l y  c r i t i c i s e s  t h e  r o l e  of I n d i a n  

s e c u r i t y  f o r c e s  i n  v i o l a t i n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  h u m a n i t a r i a n  law 

by s u m n a r i l y  e x e c u t i n g  of  d e t a i n e e s ,  k i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s  i n  

r e p r i s a l  a t t a c k s  and u s i n g  l e t h a l  f o r c e  a g a i n s t  p e a c e f u l  

d e m o n s t r a t i o n s .  I t  a l s o  r e f e r s  t o  e x t r a j u d i c i a l  e x e c u t i o n s ,  

d i s a p p e a r a n c e s  and c u s t o d i a l  dea ths .  '12 ~ h o  r e p o r t  of 

Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l  h a s  a l s o  c a s t i g a t e d  t h e  Government of 

I n d i a  f o r  human r i g h t s  v i o l a t i o n s .  I t  l i s t e d  a h o u t  415 

d e a t h s  f rom t o r t u r e  and p o l i c e  e n c o u n t e r s  w h i l e  e n q u i r y  was 

conduc ted  i n  o n l y  11 c a s e s .  C u s t o d i a l  d e a t h s ,  s e t t i n g  

a b l a z e  t h e  houses  i n  r e t a l i a t i o n ,  c u s t o d i a l  r a p e ,  u s e  of 

t h i r d  d e g r e e  methods by t h e  p o l i c e  t o  e x t r a c t  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  

o v e r c r a n d i n g  i n  t h e  j a i l s  l e a d i n g  t o  d e g r a d i n g  human l i v i n g  

c o n d i t i o n s ,  d e t e n t i o n  of u n d e r t r i a l  p r i s o n e r s  i n  j a i l s  f o r  

an u n l i m i t e d  p e r i o d  of t i m e  and e x c e s s e s  comni t t ed  d u r i n g  

s e a r c h ,  s e i z u r e  o p e r a t i o n s  e t c .  a r e  t h e  c h i e f  a l l e g a t i o n s .  113 

The PHR ( P h y s i c i a n s  f o r  lluman R i g h t s )  a l s o  condemned t h e  

I n d i a n  f o r c e s  f o r  r a p e s  b e i n g  used a s  a  war  weapon. I n d i a  

i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e s e  r e p o r t s  exposed  t h e i r  i n t e n t i o n  t o  

d e m o r a l i s e  s e c u r i t y  p e r s o n n e l  b$ i n d u l g i n g  i n  h a l f  t r u t h s  

and f a l s e h o o d .  I t  h a s  a l s o  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  h o s p i t a l s  i n  

U s h d r  had been used  t o  h i d e  weapons and m i l i t a n t s  by d o c t o r s  



and n u r s i n g  s t a f f  and t h e  c o n t e n t i o n  of t h e  Plki of  I a p e  

b e i n g  used a s  a  weapon of war was found t o  be m a l i c i o u s .  

The u s e  of t h e  words l i k e  'medica l  n e u t r a l i t y 1  and 'azmed 

c o n f l i c t '  i n  t h e s e  r e p o r t s  were  n o t  o n l y  d e c e p t i v e  b u t  a l s o  

c o u l d  g i v e  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y  t o  t e r r o r i s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and t h e i r  

a c t i v i t i e s .  114 

The World Conference  on Human R i g h t s  h e l d  i n  Vienna 

from J u n e  12 t o  25, 1993 a l s o  witnessed t h e  c o n f r o n t a t . i o n  

between I n d i a  and  P a k i s t a n  on t h e  i s s u e  of human r i g h t s  

i n  Kashmir. Begum N u s r a t  Bhut to ,  P a k i s t a n ' s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

a t  t h e  Confe rence ,  d e s c r i b i n g  I n d i a  a s  a  c o l o n i a l  power 

and  Kashmir a  co lony  of I n d i a ,  he ld  t h a t  Kashmir i s  have 

been  s u b j e c t e d  t o  p e r s i s t e n t  and i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  k i l l i n g s ,  

t o r t u r e s  and s t a g e d  e n c o u n t e r s  i n  which peop le  were b r u t a l l y  

murdered o r  raped.  S h e  f u r t h e r  remarked t h a t  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  

must upheld  t h e  r i g h t  of a l l  p e o p l e s  under  c o l o n i a l  r u l e  

and a l i e n  d o m i n a t i o n  t o  s t r u g y l c  f o r  t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  s e l f -  

d e t e r m i n a t i o n .  C o u n t e r i n g  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  Fa rooq  A,bdullah, 

f o r m e r  CM of  t h e  S t a t e  of  J d K r apped  P a k i s t a n  f o r  

d e s t r o y i n g  peace  i n  t h e  s t a k  and  f o r  s p r e a d i n g  l i e s  and 

propaganda o n l y  t o  m i s l e a d  t h e  people.  Ho ld ing  Kashmir a n  

i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  I n d i a  he d e s c r i b e d  P a k i s t a n  a  t e r r o r i s m  

s p o n s o r i n g  s t a t e .  116 

L.M.Sinqhvi, d e p u t y  l e a d e r  of t h e  I n d i a n  d e l e g a t i o n  
/' 

t o  t h j  c o n f e r e n c e  r e b u t t e d  compLetely t h e  P a k i s t a n ' s  demand 

f o r  " e f f e c t i v e  se l f -de te r rn ina t ion l1  i n  I'UN-recoynised tliAgt 
1 

t e r r i t o r y *  - a  v e i l e d  r e f e r e n c e  t o  Kashmir. He s a +  



i t  had been made c l e a r  by UN r e s o l u t i o n s  t h a t  s e c e s s i o n i s t  

c o n s p i r a c i e s  and t e r r o r i s m  could  n o t  masquerade a s  l i b e r a t i o n  

s t r u g g l e s .  He remarked t h a t  a  p a r t i c u l a r  count ry  (Pak is tan)  

was advocat ing a n  o u t l a n d i s h  view of se l f -de te rmina t ion ,  

which was c o n t r a r y  t o  the  accrp ted  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  law. Singhvi  

a l s o  he ld  t h a t  t h e  r e a l  danger t o  t h e  human r i g h t s  came from 

sys t ema t i c  d e n i a l  of democracy, d i s r e g a r d  of r u l e  of law, 

curbs  on j u d i c i a r y ' s  independence, a t t i t u d e  of i n t o l e r a n c e  

and extremism, oppress ion of m i n o r i t i e s  and exces s ive  

i n t e r f e r e n c e  and p o l i t i c a l  p r e s su re  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  fo rces .  

tie a l s o  took Begum Bhut to  t o  t a s k  f o r  v i o l a t i n g  t h e  norms 

of t h e  conference by naming Kashmir. He s a i d  t h a t  Mrs. 

Bhut to ' s  words were, " t o t a l l y  i r r e l e v a n t ,  f a l s e ,  untenable ,  

confused and s p e c i f i c  r e f e r ence .  The Pak d e l e g a t e  has  

v i o l a t e d  t h e  r u l e  of re levance ,  t h e  r u l e  of r e s t r a i n t ,  t h e  

r u l e  of comnit tee and t h e  r u l e  of t r u t h f u l n e s s .  His 

p r e s e n t a t i o n  made t h e  P a k i s t a n i  p o s i t i o n  appear  q u i t e  

untenable  and i n d e f e n s i b l e  i n  terms of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  law and 

human r i g h t s  norms. 117 

Coming t o  Ind ia ,  t h e  r e p o r t s  of "Cormittee f o r  

I n i t i a t i v e  on Kashmirn, '18 n a s h t r i y a  Seva Dal, 'lg peoples  

Union of C i v i l  L i b e r t i e s  of Ind i a  and Ind i an  Peoples Human 

Rlgh ts  Commission have a l s o  brought t o  l i g h t  t h e  excesses  

of s e c u r i t y  f o r c e s  mainly of BSF. The crimes l i k e  k i l l i n g s  

of innocen ts ,  arosons,  t o r t u r e s ,  dea ths ,  i n  custody,  

e x t o r t i o n s ,  r a p e s  e tc. a r e  cun t inu inq  unabated dur ing  these  

years.  The people of Kashmir have been s t e e l e d  because of 



t h e  s a v a g e  b a r b a r i t i e s  p e r p e t r a t e d  on them t h r o u g h  mass 

k i l l i n g s ,  mass h u m i l i a t i o r l  of women, inhuman r a i d s  on 

r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s  i n  v i l l a g e s ,  s m a l l  tanrns, l a n e s  and 

b y l a n e s  of c i t i e s ,  s c o r c h i n g  of  t h e i r  abodes  and shops ,  

numerous d e a t h s  i n  p o l i c e  custody,  f  1 oa tirq dead b o d i e s  

of y o u t h s  i n  r i v e r  Jhe lum k i l l e d  i n  f a k e  e n c o u n t e r s ,  

t h o u s a n d s  l a n g u i s h i n g  i n  J a i l s  wiLhout  t r i a l s  and b e i n g  

t o r t u r e d  by t h i r d  d e g r e e  methods. lZ0 n l h e  1,ain e t c h e d  on  

t h e i r  (Kashmi r i s )  f a c e s  was haunt ing .  T h e i r  s t o r i e s  a r e  
,122 d i f f e r e n t  b u t  t h e i r  c h a r g e  i s  t h e  same- t h e  BSF'J b r u t a l i t y  . 

A t  p r e s e n t  t h e  f a c e  of  I n d i a ,  t h a t  i t  p r e s e n t s  i n  Kashmir, 

i s  u g l y  and i n s e n s i t i v e .  P e o p l e  a r e  n o t  a p o l o g e t i c  f o r  

t h e  u s e  of guns by 'the m i l i t a n t s  b u t  what  a l i e n a t e s  them 

i s  s e n s e l e s s  and i n e x c u s a b l e  k i l l i n g s  and wanton  d e s t r u c t i o n  

of p r o p e r t i e s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  common man, of which  S o p o r e  

(January 1993) and La1 Chowk ( A p r i l  1993) a r e  t h e  most  
"122 p a i n f u l  . 
T a k i n g  n o t i c e  of t h e  v i o l a t i o n  of  t h e  human r i g h t s  

I n d i a n  Government d e c i d e d  t o  se t  up a  N a t i o n a l  Human R i g h t s  

Comniss ion  which  w i l l  have t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  

members of t h e  armed f o r c e s  and p a r a - m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s .  The 

Comniss ion  w i l l  have e i g h t  members and t h e  c h a i r p e r s o n  s h a l l  

be p e r s o n  who i s  or h a s  been  a  judge of t h e  Supreme Cour t .  

T h i s  d e ~ i S i 0 n  i s  i n  acco rdance  w i t h  t h e  c h i e f - m i n i s t e r s  

c o n f e r e n c e  of human r i i j h t s  h e l d  on September  14,  1992. 
123 
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