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CONCLUSION

By the middle ef the 19th century, the Srl Lanka
Meers, having adepted Tamil, mestly, and Sinhalese as
their mether tengue ( while the pelitical censcieus
Muslim leaders preferred te use the term 'heme language'(
having married Tamil and Sinhalese wemen and having
adepted the dress, custems, manners, etiquette and even
the names of Tamil and Sinhalese, appeared well set

on the path ef integratien in the Sri Lankan Seclety.

But it was enly In appearence, Neo lssue had se
far arisen te test this apparent integratien., when
the British seught te neminate educated Ceylenese
te the Legislative Ceuncil, they appeinted the Tamlls,
the Sinhalese and the Burghers. The Muslims tee demanded
a separate representatien fer themselves en the Ceuncil
even when they fermed enly 5 per cent ef the pepulatien
and net many English-ejucated Muslims were availaltle.
This demand fer a separate raepresentatien ceuld net bas
defended en any greund except that ef rellglen. But,
a religlen-based demand weuld have helped net enly the
Meers but alse the Malays, whe were alse the fellewers

of Islam, Hewever, the claim ef Meers fer a separate
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representatien was questiened by the Tamils, whe
argued that the Muslims ef Sri Lanka were, after all,
Tamil cenverts te Islam. Finding it hard te

challenge this argument, the Meers invented the
cencept of their Arab descent, in erder te sustain
their claim fer a separate identity and blamed peer
P@nnambalam Ramanathan fer having attempted te preve
that they were Tamil-=cenverts. The claim ef the Meers
eof Srl Lanka that they were the pregeny ef the eriginal
Arab settlers may have been true in the case of a few
families ameng them but net fer the entire bulk ef the
Muslim pepulatien ef Sri Lanka. We have earlier seen
that the '"Meers' Islamic Cultural Heme, Celembe, ceuld
net succeed in digging up the geneelegical histery ef
Muslims families with Arab descent, in any great

numbers.

True that the eriginal Arab traders had made
Sri Lanka their heme in er abeut the 8th Century, but
there is ne recerded evidence as te the actual number
of such Arabs, Even I.L.M.Abdul Azeez had te accept
the reality, when he cenceded that " it may be safely
argued that the number ef the eriginal settlers was
net much mere than ene hundred. * There ceuld net have

been a greater myth deveid ef all truth te claim that
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all the Meers eof Ceylen are still eof Arab steck.

Yet, this myth has sustained and neurished the creatien
of a separate identity fer the Sri Lanka Muslims,

Apart frem assidueusly prepegating the claim ef an
Arab descent, the Muslim leadership grabbed at each and
every minute eppertunity te assert a separate identity
fer the Muslims ef Sri Lanka and leeked at the Tamils
as their petential adversaries, They started making
the Tamils a scape geat fer their ewn educatienal,
ecenemic asnd pelitical backwardness. The cemmunity

has net hesitated te take advantage ef any event that
ceuld help build and strengthen its ewn selldarity
vigs-a-vis the Tamil cemmunity. One such example ceuld
be feund in the Gampela Perehars case of 1915, The

Sri Lanka Mesrs cried hearse of Tamil hestility tewards
the Mecrs and appealed te the British gevernment that
Pennambalam R:manathan sheuld net be permitted te

give evidence ever the Sinhalese-Muslim riets, in spite
of knewing that his evidence weuld have held the Ceast
Meers, and net the entire Muslim cemmunity ef Sri Lanka,
respensible fer the riets. Religlen united the Muslims
here. Justice was net seught and the Sinhalese were
fergiven. The Muslims weuld net allew a Tamilian te

interfere and give evidence.
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Similarly, when the Muslims ceuld net elect a single
candidate of their ewn fer 6 years, te the secend State
Geuncil, the Tamil cemmunity was held respensible fer
such a predicament, stating that the Tamils put up their
ewn candidates in Muslim areas. The Muslim electerates
in the Eastern Prevince cemprised the Tamils alse and
there was nethkng wreng if the Tamils put up their
candidates, If the Muslimx vetes were cast in faveur
of the Tamil candidates and net in faveur ef a Muslim
candidate, the fermer were, perhaps, mere preferable

than the latter.

Anethex fac$ which this study ef Sri Lanka Muslims
brings inte fecus is the existence of twe distinct
segments of ,of the Muslim seciety in Sri Lanka viz.,
the Eastern Prevince and the West Ceast Muslims. The
fermer, mainly agriculturists, live ameng the Tamils,
Traditienal, educatienally backward and ecenemically
weak, the Eastern Prevince Muslims differ in mere than
ene raspect frem their waest ceast brethern, whe have

all aleng fermed the elite of the cemmunity, having
cleser links with the Sinhalese and clese te the seats

of pawer,

The Muslim leadership ef the Western Prevince has

always censidered the Muslims ef the Eastern Prevince
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as "nebedys'. It is reflected in Haji Sir Mehamed
Macan Markar's ansuncement in 1938 abeut the cemmunity's
intentien of accepting Sinhalese pslitical autherity,
Even teday, the ilestern Prevince Muslim pelieical

elite leek dewn upen the Amparal and Batticalea

Muslims and peeh~peeh their ambitien te play a leading
rele in pelitics. Secendly, despite religien being

a cementing facter between the twe segments and despite
attempts at Islamisatien ef the cemmunity threugh
premetien ef Arabic, amendments te the marriage laws

te keep in line with the Islamic principles and
denunciatien eof un-Islamlc practices, a sea ef
difference exists between the Eastern and Western

Prevince Muslims, in their life styles and secial pesitien,

The West Ceast Muslims censider the Easterm Prevince
Muslims 'inferier' - a peer relative. Secial relatiens
between the twe greups are virtually nen-existqgnt.

The elite of the West Ceast Muslims weuld net nermally
establish matrimenial relatiens with the Muslims ef
Batticalea and Amparai districts, except in the case

eof a highly qualified bey er a girl ef extra-erdinary
beauty. Further, the ecenemic interests eof the twe
greups net enly widely differ but, in fact, the Celembe

Muslims have been supperting even such ecenemic pelicies
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which weuld adversely affect the interests of the
Eastern Prevince Muslims. Ajain, the West Ceast

Muslim leadership has been silent in espeusing a cause
which affected the interests eof the Eastern Prevince
Muslims, be it the questien eof permitting impert ef
cleth which preved a disaster te the Muslim weavers

of the Eastern Prevince er the acquisitien ef Muslim
paddy lands by the Sinhalese gevernment either fer
settlidg Sinhalese under the celenisatien scheme er

fer develeping a Buddhist pilgrimage centre. The
Muslim leadership had net hesitated te make a hue and cry
agédnst the pelicies of the SLFP gevernment, impesing
restrictiens en imperts and Natienalisatien ef all
majer industries, altheugh these pelicies preved
beneficial te the Muslims ef the Eastern Prevince.
Similarly, all impertant pelitical decisiens have been
taken by the Pelitical elite of the West Ceast en behalf
of the Muslim cemmunity and the Eastern Prevince Muslims
have been taken fer granted, even sn an impertant

questien like the languaje issue,

Se far, the Eastern Prevince Muslims have acquiesced
in the pelitical leadership eof the West Ceast Muslims.
Hewever, like an errant child, the Eastern Prevince

Muslims have been eccasienally jeining the Tamil parties
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en the eve of electiens, enly te be pulled up by the
Muslim leadership ef the Western Prevince, playing

the rele of big brether. Jeining the Tamil pelitical
parties er supperting the Tamils weuld net enly give

an eppertunity fer the Tamils te say that Pennambalam
Ramanathan was right when he said that the Muslims ef
Sri Lanka were Tamil cenverts, but alse may be viewed
with disfaveur by the 3inhalese. It sheuld, hewaver,
be recalled that the theery ef Arab erigin was put ferward
by the Muslims ef the Western Prevince, where all the
eriginal Arab settlements had ceme up in the histerigal

times .

The anti~Tamil pelicy adepted by the Muslims
of Sri Lanka and their urge te maintain a separate
identity did make the majerity greup cultivate this
secend largest minerity ef the Island as a ceunterpeise
against the Tamils, The celebratien ef the 1400th
Hijra as a Natienal event, the issue of a speclial
pestage stanp{l968) cemnemerating the 1400th Hijra,
the appeintment ef Muslims te impertant pests in the
gevernment, the appeintment of a Muslim as Charge de
Affairs at Mecca te help the Muslims geing en Haj
and the establishment of a separate department fer
Muslim Religieus and Cultural Affairs, undar the charge

of a Muslim Minister etc., were seme of the small
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coencessions that the Sri Lanka Muslims ceuld extract

from the majerity cemmunity, in the precess.

It weuld be relevant te pese the questien at this
stage : Have the Muslims ef Sri Lanka striven te
integrate with the Natienal mainstream se as te form
a part ef the Sri Lankan Seciety and net carved esut
a censpilcuesus individuality ef their swn 7?7 The answer
is net enly have the Muslims net integrated with the
main stream er the 'cere seclety' but they have
built up a separate identity ef their ewn, which was
net existing in the Celwsnial peried. Ensugh instances
have been cited in the Chapters en Seciety, Culture and
Religien and Pelitical Prefile ef the Sri Lanks Muslims.
Dr, Badi-ud-din Mahmud's werds may, perhaps, summarise
the whele situatien : " Our pelicy 1s te live and
let live. Sinhalese treat us well and witheut
reservatiens. Keeping in view the Religien, there is
ne uestien of eur integratien er assimilatien with
the cere seciety, There is amity and harmeny. Allew

us te live eur lives the way we want.“l

what they want is the maintenance of a separate

identity and their rights as Citizens ef 3ri Lanka.2

1. Dr. Badi-ud-din Mahmud in an interview with the auther
at Celembe, in June, 198i.

2., M.H.Mehamed, Minister fer Transpert, in an interview
with the auther at Celembe, in July, 1981,
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Sir Razik Fareed was, hewever, mere cencerned
abeut the term *Mesrs', which links the Muslim
cemmunity ef Sri Lanka with the ariginal Arab settlers
and the Arab lands, " They (the gevernment) are trying
te drep the celumn, 'Race' frem the birth certificates;
if they de se, we will lese sur 1dlntity.'3 regretted

Sir Razlk Fareed, in a tene which speke velumes,

The Muslim cemmunity ef Sri Lanka has reached a
critical stage. It can net preject a leadership which
weuld leek after the interests of the Natien-wide Muslim
pepulatien in general and the Eastern and Western Prevince
Muslims in particular. It can net alse ferm a single
pelitical party ef its swn, becauss, such a step net enly
is net feasible with the Muslims ferming enly abeut
7% of the pepulatien and scattered all ever the Island,
but alse may net pay dividends, There is a great deal
of diff erence between the Muslims living en the Eastern
and Western Previnces, teuching the secial, ecensmic
and pelitical interests and such divergence eof interests
will centinue te prevail and even widen with the passage

of time. It is difficult te say if the Muslim cemmunity

3. Sir Razik Fareed, in an interview with the auther
at Celembe, in June, 1981,
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will be able te threw up @ leadership in the near
future, acceptable te the different segments ef the
Muslim pepulatien in Sri Lanka. The separate identity
which the Muslim cemmunity of Sri Lanka has prejected
has had pelitical evertenes, in as much as it was
mere in the nature of a device te keep the Cemmunity
away frem the Tamils, This separate identity will

be hened te a further sharpness as deng as the Tamils'
demand fer 3 separate State (Eelam) is alive and the
Tamil=Sinhalese cenflicts centinue. It ceuld, hewever,
be assured that the desire ef the Muslim Cemmunity te
maintain a separate identity will net pese any threat

te the Sri Lankan Seciety in the near future,




