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Preface

Development of the Small Scale Sector continues to be the central
plank  of the industrial development policy of the Government in our
country. This priority sector has been making rapid strides for improving
its, vrelative importance in the aggregate manufacturing output, employ-
ment and exports. At present, it contributes about two-fifths of industrial
output and one-third of total exports. In the context of present liberalisation
and globalisation of the Indian economy the Small Scale Sector has to
face a number of challenges in the areas vrelated to manufacturing. One
such an area is the 'Technology' and its 'Development'. Unless, con-
certed and genuine efforts are made to improve his technological base it
would be difficult, if not impossible for the small entrepreneur to survive
and grow in the market. As is well known, these are the days of, *the
survival of the fittest'.

Seen from this perspective, a study of technological development in
the small manufacturing enterprises assumes importance. For the pur-
pose of policy formulation, it is relevant to address the issue of the efforts
made by the small entrepreneurs, the nature of technological develop-
ment and its effects. Towards this end, the present empirical investiga-
tion focuses on various issues concerning the technological development
in the Small Scale Sector. The field study was undertaken during 1992-
93. Several visits were made to the wunits to collect relevant information
and  have discussions with the entrepreneurs. Necessary information was
collected from the national laboratories and other Government organisations,
trade associations and other bodies operating both at the national and
state level.

In this endeavour, my research supervisor Prof. V. Surendar, Depart-
ment of Commerce, Osmania University, Hyderabad, has been a guiding
spirit and a source of inspiration to me for the conception, and comple-
tion of the present study. He was instrumental in the identification of the
problem, preparation of the design of the study and materialisation of the
present work. I owe a debt of gratitude to my teacher Prof. V. Surendar
for  having  extended his valuable guidance throughout the course at
different stages of the study. I also wish to thank Smt. V. Manohari for
her hospitality and encouragement during the period of my work.

I am grateful to Dr. C.P. Nagi Reddy, Manager, Marketing, ITC -
Bhadrachalam  Paper  Boards Ltd., the then  Fellow at  Centre for
Economic and Social Studies, Hyderabad, my another research supervi-
sor, for his encouragement and able guidance in the completion of my
work.



The untiring enthusiasm for research work of Prof. R. Radha Krishna,
Member  Secretary, ICSSR, New  Delhi, the then Director, Centre for
Economic and Social Studies, Hyderabad, has been a constant source of
inspiration for me. He has evinced interest not only in the research
concern but was also instrumental in getting ICSSR teacher Fellowship
for a period of two years. Above all, he has, inspite of busy schedule gone
through a few chapters and made valuable comments for further im-
provement. I am grateful to him for this academic help.

In  finalising and drawing inferences on  Measurement and  Determi-
nants, of Technological Development (Chapters V & VI) Dr. Indrakant,
Fellow, Centre for Economic and Social Studies, (on deputation from the
Department  of  Economics, Osmania University) has  rendered  invalu-
able help and guidance, for which I owe my deep felt gratitude to
him.

Prof. J. Satyanarayana, Emiretus  Professor, Dept. of Commerce,
Osmania  University, has been a source of continuous encouragement.
His suggestions for improvement lent sharp focus to the study. 1 express
my heart felt gratitude to him.

1 thank the  officials of the Indian Council of Social Science
Research, New  Delhi for considering me for the award of Teacher
Fellowship for a period of two years which enabled me to undertake the
field work and also tabulation. This was a timely help, but for which, the
study would have taken a much longer time than it did.

I am also indebted to Smt. A. Vidya Rani, Principal of our college for
her help in many ways. Without her encouragement and support, it would
not have been possible for me to undertake the work. I sincerely thank her
and the Management of KasturbaGandhi College for women (U.G and
P. G.) Secunderabad, for permitting to avail the ICSSR teacher fellowship
for two years for early completion of my work.

While the work was in progress, I had the opportunity of discussing
my research problem with eminent economist Prof. D.U. Sastry, formerly
the Prof, at Institute of Economic Growth, New Delhi, Prof. D. Amarchand,
Dept. of Commerce, university of Madras, Madras and Prof. D. Nagaiya,
Director, NISIET, Hyderabad. I sincerely thank them for their valuable
comments.

I had the benefit of discussing my research problem with Sri A.P.N.S.P.
Sastry, Joint  Director, Bureau of Indian  Standards, Hyderabad, Sri
Sitapati Rao, Director, Electronics Test and Development Centre, Hyderabad,
Mr. V. Narayana and Mr. Ranga Rao, Senior Faculty Members, Indian
Statistical  Institute; Hyderabad. I am thankful to them for their guid-
ance and necessary help on different aspects of the study.



The small  industrialists, Government  officials, Scientists working
in the national laboratories, the executives of various Industry associa-
tions, have not only responded to the questionnaire but also have spared
their valuable time for discussions inspite of their very busy schedule. 1
sincerely thank each one of them for their wunhesitating co-operation in
parting with their data.

My thanks are also due to Prof. N. Krishnaji, the Director, Centre
for  Economic and Social Studies, Hyderabad and the senior faculty
members at CESS specifically Prof.- Afjal Mohammad, Dr. Mrs. Kanaka
Lata Mukund Prof. S. Subramanyam and Prof. J.V.M Sharma, for their
valuable  suggestions  and  encouragement. I also  thank  Dr. Gautam
Kumar Mitra, Dr. S. Sudhakar Reddy, Dr. K.S. Reddy and all other
faculty at CESS including Cartography section for necessary help.

1 wish to thank Sri P. Vijay Kumar, the Librarian at CESS and
other Librarians of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Open University, NISIET, IPE,
1ICT, ASCI and office of the commissioner of Industries, Hyderabad for
extending library facilities.

My thanks are also due to all my friends both in my college and at
CESS with special mention of Smt J. Sriprabha, Head Dept. of Com-
merce and Miss N. Sridevi for their constant encouragement and neces-
sary help.

I thank Mr. Y.R.B. Sharma and Mr. C. Ravi, Bureau of Economics
and  Statistics, Hyderabad, Dr. Viswaswar Rao and Mr. P. Vidyasagar,
National Institute of  Nutrition, Hyderabad and Dr. K.  Pratap Reddy,
Reader, Dept. of Economics, O.U. for rendering necessary computer help
for statistical analysis.

I will be failing in my duty if I do not thank all my family members
who have given me great moral support. I wish to express my heartfelt
gratitude to all of them for their help in many ways without which I would
not have dared to take up this academic work.

Finally, I thank Miss A. Kalpana, Siri Computer Services, Lalapet,
Secunderabd  who  voluntarily  and  cheerfully  undertook the typing of
draft and the final copy of the dissertation.
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Sr. Lecturer in Commerce (M. USHA)
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Marredpally, Secunderabad.
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