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FOLK-CUSTOMS

"Customs and treditions sre group sccepted
tschnigues of control that have become weil sstsblishad,
that are takasn for granted and that are passed slosg from
gonaraticn to genaration” (Begardus, £.8., . "‘ﬁaéiolagy")q

cuatam canlha cens&darad as @ broeﬂ taxm embracing )

!all tha falkways end mnrasa iIn day-t@-day lifo cuaham is

usaed an aynaﬂymnus uith hahit, but~thare ara ultal diffarnncts
| bebu-aﬂ the' euo. Hahlt fe & pexsonal phanomenoa uhile
custem is a eoci-l phanomanan. "4 aaatem 43 formad on the
:acsie of habit ge&n&ng tha aunctien and tha influsnce and
'tharefaro tha svcial el@nﬁfﬂcsnco which ia peculfer to it.”

(Maclver, socisty),

‘Custoas are eocial habits which e&souéﬁ repetition
becoms the bsols of eén order of sccilal bahaviour. Thay are
3ﬁn§ establishsd habits ond uesgee of the panple. A peculler
cheracteristic of custom is thet it exists only es a soclal
relstionship snd hes for the individual an external sanction,
The social character of custom 1s revealed by thqiq_éuataa;

" uhich cannot be practised but collgqtivqu, for axsmple; the

' varfous eslebraticns on the occesion of birth, marriage and
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death stc., vhen pecple coss togethar end by participating &n

s comson occasion stinulate the svciel consciousnoas of one
another, According to Devis, Kingeley in "Humen Sociaty”, ths
term "custom® is “closer to folkuays than ts~meraa;’aut it
tends to canvsy the trsdit&aanx, avtomatic and masa ehnraetat
of betb of thsm. |

Custons create habits - thouch eustam iz the

roau&t ef’ﬁabit; houevey thara are many customs whieh may g&vc

.riee to ‘habits and be suppa:tod by thom; Thus cuatems3c:aacc

habite and habita czgate eugtama@ thua\tha‘tyﬁ, though
dtat&ﬁetg:irbiibtricétpay;£81§ted in soclel 1;?9@" ?ﬁ@-pzaae&s
of custom dtturﬁ&niﬁg‘thé ﬁahita‘anﬁ‘eha-habiee tn turn
determining cuatama &a 8 aigntfzcant espact of social ergani»
zatiﬂng |

ﬂhoa tha cuatmms ana‘ﬂsbits are coapaznd former
is e aacial phononeon, a&ciqlly recoanised, is normative,
has got greet suclel sicnificence, ssintains social Btdﬂ?i '
is inharited, hes en externcl ssnction whereas the latter is
an individuel phencmenon, fs not sccielly recongised, is not
norostive, is more persvasl iapartancwg Pecillitates 1ndi§£dutz
scitivity, S lesrnt & hee no'sxtttﬂ.& senction, |

A custonm is treditionsl practics - a mode of
inﬂividuai bohaviour or a hatilt of suoisld li?e-« that s trens-
mitted by vord of south or initation, them ingrained by sociel

pressure, common usage shd psrental or othsr suthority,
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*A gustos mey be sither poculler tc a single fanmily

or it mey be common to @ group of families, the comson bond of

union being residence in a particular locallty or unity of
tribe or cests or unity of creed®. (Herambe Chattsrjse Sestei *
*The socisl beckground of the Forms of terrisge in Ancient
Indfe® » Volume =11), |

folkiife refers to the full trediticnal lova,

behaviour snd materisl culture of sny folk group, with siphasis

‘on the cuatématy'anﬁ a&tnrial cotugﬁkidas Hinds custons and

earamnnies srs the pillare upon uhich tha entire edifice of

© Hindy eivilizetion is esteblishad. *Tha Hindu custons end .

coranonios ere es aﬂsiéﬂt as tho m&ghﬁly'ﬂﬁmalayasgvyat.1&\2ay
oquslly as modern as etomic era.  Its spirit of modernity
axtanda from the fnner man to his cuter science, from his
unsuapuctod self to the proeduce of his intsllact arid reascn,
In this sonse, aclance is not the anany of Hinduism but s
proparation for #t. (B.N.Danerjes, "Hindu Culture, Cuotom &

&:‘-gmmny“)w .

aloxanéer ﬂ,Ktapae in his book ‘The aciauce o?
Falklote dlvidoa the body of custome and rites intc thres
classes viz,.i(i) sites connscted uith definite deys and
assasong of the golar yssr; {2) rites chserved on ésfinitt
ocoesions such oe birth, marriage, death ete, & (3) spﬁéiel

ritas of eversion and avoidsnca,
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First one ia compared uith«thn'KSQQQVVQativals,

funct&aa,*aal«btut&an>within»a yeer, Second ons fs comparad uith

. the custons, coieﬁoaias@.xitaaaa atc, of the Ria@uvéaﬁﬁo.peapls,

(This project work is the ssme as above). Third is compared
to superstitions.
Sﬁﬁ&@i customs have a nsu dignity and value to

those who segerd them as the expressicns of tho gosmunsal

will end the crystaliizstions of - the comnnunal exporience,

: f@lkéaﬂétbﬂa are the sucial customs. Customs and folkecustons

ere ana end the ssme, since in avnry,#alk*s‘xsfaftheir culture
tradition etc. ere reflscted through thein.guatﬁms; hebits otca

‘Moatly au&ham las&ud¢a'calaﬁratiﬁna, ceresonies and &&ﬁuazs
‘connectad uith o human 1ife eycle, 1&1“81ﬂd§’wxél&@£on“ee

con Pind customs far osch and aviny monent of 8 1ife cycls,

‘ PyVeJagedise Ayyar in his book "Scuth landien
Customs® points out that "Not oven a single cns of the Hindu

customs, howaver unimportant and simple, is uwithuut e religious
‘basis or principle bohing it, Thavefore the Hindus hotd

that thelr customs and usages sre invicleblo thuugh they

appaar to be mmeninoless and unintelliicible st the prescnt

momante E#aonxially rsliolous, ths customs end:use@aé pre-
valent in the lend ¢ ere, in the cpinfoen of the “"Hiadue®,

’aa:aaarad.aa'ialiglaa ftself,*
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india is a country contalning Snnumersble caste
pecple. The basic Hindu soclel institution is ceste (B.N.
&énerjaa *Hindu Culture, custom & ceremony” « In Parte1} vizi;
"Hindu Custom®), The division of lebour in the socice
scononic development came to be knoun as ceste system, Az a
result, sesigning tasks to different secticms of the soclety
neceesitated the taecording of rules end noras for functioning

of the socisty as @ harmonious group. These records slso

vers codified end modified. - The existing ritusls end -

corsmonies prescribing nsv ones. This is the clessical

sconomic thaory about the origin of Hindu casto sysatem,

According to Hindu culture the “Caste systen®
wes not to divide the Hindu society but &fsng about itas orgoni~
zaticnsl unity and human soliderity.

Morsover India wes the home of meny zccieties uith
different cultural and socisl trediticns, Yo preserve their
sepe:uta.gbtity, barriaers vere eset up, Foraign tiibes inveded
Indie and settled doun in the country sdepting Hindu customs,
Thoss pecpls formed s nev QSplthéchOtOu The nuaber of sube

castes was produged by the intere~aixture of varicus castes,

The present work is divided inte tuo parts, I~past

consists of Anelysis of Folkecustoms aeahiiting of Pive

Chapters viz.,



1)
2)

3)

4)
and 5)

Falk customs = A gociologicel point of v£QU,

Folk customs - An Anthropologicel polint of view,
Folk customs » Caste variaticon;

Folk customs « Regionsl variaticn,

Folk customs - fluyral and Urben aros differences.

!iwpntt coneists af the noilectlvn af Falkwcustama

ftom vuviuua casta people. fbare are,s£x ahaptora viz.;

R

2)

3)
4)
5)

 end 6)

Cust@ms connaeted uith chilﬁ hiteh end childhood daysg

Custams raga:diﬂg "ﬁacrad thraeed cernmony and
ﬁuba:ty Ritualsg

" Marrisge customs

Customs ddsing first ipraguancy'
‘$cshesyaathapuur%hl” and “s:ahtbhlaheogam"

Dagth cuatams.

A }iat of folkescngs collsoted during the date

cullection end slss & sample of questionnaire is attached in

the sppendix part,

. Conciusion is elsc given in the and of the Partel

viz., Anelysis pert. An Introduction is given in the bocinning
of the Pert~11, in which ths informsticns about the informekis.

nte are given. Maps ars slsc draun to indicate the viliagss
from which the dats sre collected.
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