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CHAPTER - I

INTRUDUC TION

Muslims in India constitute about 12% of the total
population of the country. In terms of absolute numbers
this figure is larger than that to be found in the various
Mus lim countries excaepting Bangladesh or Indonesia. In _ \

keeping with the regional diversities that characterize

India, Indian Muslims like their Hindu bretheren; do neot
constitute a monolithic entity. Notuwithstanding a common
religion, they are differentiated with well marked c?ltural
differencss which are primarily regional in character.,

Some of thess fegional chapacteristics have baen acc;ntuated
due to hisforical reasons. Thus, for example, in nogth
India the Kingdom of Avadh with its epicentre in Lucénou,

promoted a typical Muslim dominated culture uwhich had a

spirit and flavour not be found among Muslim subcultures

_anyuwhere in the country. Similar to the development of the

.MLucknawi culture®™, the city of Hyderabad also sau the

efflorescence of a very unique culture and society which
came to be typified as "Daccani" but which more correctly

was "Hyderabadi®.

Unlike in north India, whare Muslims became a dominant

group becauss of invasions and conguests, in South India




.Muslims generally entered and settled as migrants and

traders. Housver among the few exceptions to this

general situation was their dominance over Hyderabad.

Here Muslims entered as rulers.

Inevitably, on account of their elitist position,
they developed a distinct socio-cultural ethos. Housver,
‘this distinct ethos was very dif?erent from the Indo-
Muslim culture that had developed in north India as a

result of more than six centuries of Mughal rule. The

Deccanjor Hyderabadi Muslim culture was a synthesis of E'
the royal culture of Iran, (which the Qutub Shahis had
QTWT‘“. brbught uith them) and the Mughal culture (brought by
; the Nughal Subedar) and the local Hindu culture of
Dravadian origin; Hindu and Muslims were squal co-sharers
w in it. This synthetic culture flowered considerably
» because of the relative harmony that existed betusen
Muslims and Hindus in the socio-cultural and economic
spheres, not withstanding the- fact that the Nuélim rulers
had caused a political raplacementvof Hindu rule. Possiblyy
the Myslim rulems’ acceptance of and encouragement to, the
local culture had a great deal to do with the development

of this synthetic culture.

The fact that the Hindu subjects uwere generally not

victimized; and were not subjected to the discriminatory
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Jazia Tax, but were, instead, recruited intb the Muslim
army, as well as in the administrative machinery during
the rule of both the Qutub Shahis and Asaf Jahis (during
which periods stats granté werse freely received by Hindu
temples), contributed to the emergencs, stabilization and
accetpance of this syncretic culture. Eventually, large
numbers of Hindus adoptéd this synthesis and remained
under its sway throughout the period of Muslim ascendancy
in Hyderabad, which was spread over a period of almost

five centuries, that is, 1518 to 1948.

The foundation of the coﬁposite Hyderabadi way of
life began to be shaken when the Indian sub-continent

became a victim of the communal passions and violance which

. aventually culminated in the partition of the country.

Hyderabad, as a centre of Muslim dominance and Muslim
elitism, obviously could not survive in the historical form
it had assumed under its tuo ﬁuslim dynasties. In
September, 1948, the inevitable occurred and the Fiag of

Asaf Jahi ruler Mir Osman Ali Khan, knoun to the world

 as the fabulously wsalthy Nizam, (or the richest man on

garth) was replaced by the Indian tricolour. The wheel
of history had turned round and Muslim dominance, which
pive centuriss ago had replaced Hindu rule, had to make

way for the re-establishment of a Hindu-based polity,




though, of course, within ths sSecular frame uork of ths

Indian Constitution.

While the partition of the country was, in many

respects, a disaster for the Muslims of divided India,
the tragedy of Hyderabadi Muslims in several rQSpects/uzf
more serious one. Unlike north Indian Muslims who had
lost pouer.to the British more than a century ago,
Hyderabadi Muslims continued to be the ruling slite even
after India was partitioned in 1947. But following ths

dissolution of the Asaf Jahi dynasty in 1948, they overnight
‘.sufferedra role reversal and lost their pre-sminent |
pqsitioniin the state. Pouwer and dominancas, and aléng with .
- these the.society and culturé that had‘been buiit over a

period of Pive centuries rapidlyUvanished/disintegrated

and for Hyderabadi Muslims, uhsther they belonged to the

" elite class or the masses, glory evaporated into nothingness. .

Loss of political and economic supremacy led to
fundamental changes in Hydsrabadi Muslim society. Follouwing
the Police Action, and the unsavoury incidents, thareafter,
Muslims took to migration, first to.Pakistan and then to
the West., Muslim léarning, and other contributions to
literature, art and culture dried off and suddenly a
dynamic and vibrant culture came to a standstill. The

8conomic decline of Muslim feudals, and the relative absance
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of the professional middle class, altered the social
structure and simultansously gave rise to various socio-

cultural, socioeconomic and sociopolitical problems.

But the pessimism that had seized the Muslim mind
soon after Police Action, and which had led Hyderabadi

Muslims to believe that there was no future for them

" Portunately was not to last forever. Their trials and

tribulations considerably receded into the background
as the wider Indian society embarked on the path of
modernization and development. This process, and certain

international_developments, helped Hyderabadi Muslims to ‘

pull themselves out of the gloom that had enveloped them

after 1948. Having once been a dynamic community, it
gradually basgan to take advantags of the neu opportunities

that presented themselvss.

In the decade of the seventies, the global phenomasnon

of petrodollar:afflusnce partiCUlarly came as a boon for

‘Hyderabadi Muslims. To large segments of this community,

petrodollars brought a uwealth that has helped them to
recreate, to a considsrably extent, a past which they had
once thought uaé entirely lost and gons. Of courss, no
amount of recréation of the past can fully restore uwhat
once uas‘and the present and future will have to be an

amalgam of various trends and strains with some influesnces




of the past.

Thus, as one surveys thes Hyderabadi Muslim scena,
one sees a vast panorama of several interesting changes
that have occurred in the life of this comﬁuniﬁy over a
period of about forty years or so. Ffor the sociologists
these changes are of immense interest and challenges. They
need to be systematically studied both in order toi
understand how the forces of modernism and traditianalism
interminglg in the life of a distinct community; as ugll
as, at a more macrolevel, to understand the dynamics df-
the process of social change which has fascinated |
sociologists since the very time its founding fathers

turned their attention to this interesting disciplina.,

The present study has attempted to fill this gap, at
least partially. It was designed to take into account
social change in Hyderabadi Muslim society between the
period 1948-85, -

The fate and destiny of Indian Muslims has been
affected, since partition, by tuwo major events; one,
partition itself, and, second, the oil boom of the Gulf
countries., But for Hyderabadi Muslims, it was not so
much partition, 'as the Police Action of 1948 uﬁich caussd

a major upheaval in their hitherto sheltered existance.
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‘Hence, no study purporting to deal with social change
among these Muslims can afford to neglect an assessment

of the impact of the Police Action.

Since, there aexists virtually no accounts written
by social scientists of this period, the present thesis
has tried to fill up this gap by resorting to data
collebtibn on thg basis of "oral" hisforyo The researchsr
contacted a large number of senior Muslim residents of
Hyderabad who had expsrienced those traumatic days, in
order to build up an account of uhat happened to the
traditional feudal order and hou the muglim socisty

responded, when confronted by the forces of disintegration.

The second major change producing svent uwas the

opening up of employment opportunities in the Gule

Countries. Ffor reasons, explainsd later in the thesis,

Hyderabadi Muyslims were favrourably positioned to take
advantags of ‘these opportunities. The thesis has tried to
examine the impact of petrodollars upon the Muslims of the

City, many of whom had become victims of deep frustration

in the three dscadss following the aftermath of Police

“ARctiaon,

Accordingly the specific objectives of the study uere-
1. To devaelop an ethnographic account of the traditional

culture and society of Hyderabadi Muslims.



2. To describe the socioceconomic and sociccultural

impact of Partition, and Polica Action, upon Hydsrabadi

Muslims,

3. To analyse the kind and extent of change and
modernization that is being reflectad in social life,

and to evaluate the role of remittance economy in

this change.

4, (Considering that change affects differant social
strata, differantially), to examine hou different

social strata of Hyderabadi Muyslims have respondsd

to Chéngeo

0f course, it was not feasible in one singls snquiry
to make a study of all aspects of Hyderabadi Nusliﬁ socisty.
Hence, to keep the study within manageabls limits, .the

'. . .i T
researcher endeavoured to focus particular attention upon:

a) Migrations, the changing occupational structure and

intargenerational-mobility in last four decadess

b) The impact of petrodollars upon the social life of
Hyderabadi Muslims with special emphasis on changing

life styles, status of woman, education and employmant.

In attempting the task in hand as indicated abovs

the thesis dsvelopsd a macroview of social changs in Hyderabadi
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Muslim society, In doing so, if want back in time and
captured (andrgévived Pof its informants) old memoriss,
which, houevep? needed some empific§; support. To
fulfil this shortcoming, survey of 160 familiags was
also made and data was collected on sgma of the
dimensions th@§ héa-amerged in the macroview of changs.

The findings of this survey have bean presented as

. micro analysis®™ in the last part of tha thasis.

The above would indicate that a variaty of methodo-
logical strategies were utilized‘in bringing the thesis

to fPruition., (The Chapter 6n.methodology has dealt with
this matter in detail,)

- Finally it may be mentioned that the researcher
herself hails froh Hydefébad,iénd has personally uwitness

and experienced ‘several of the events dascribed here,

- 0f courss many‘of these did not appear in the‘séme light

as they eventually did when she returned to her home-
ground fortified with the perceptions.and skills of a

research student in Sociology. Neverthsless, she

enjoyed the advantage of being an %Insider®. This
-also helped her to overcome some of the problems which

- some other researcher not similarly positioned might havs

encountermd. All in all, the work on this thesis has been

a "labour of love" for her. .




