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The Scheduled Castes have been suppressed and

discriminated for centuries together. They are not allowed

to ming1e’and interact with the rest of the society. fThe
constitution of India provides various safeguards to protect
their interest and also reservation of seats for Scheduled
Castes and Tribes in the legislatures, educational
institutions and Government emp1Qyment. The Central and
State Governments have spent several crores of rupeés for the
upliftment of Scheduled Castes and Tfibes. But we do not
notice any significant change or improvement in the socio-

economic condition of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled

Tribes. Even today these sections are living under abject

poverty.

The present study is an attempt to analyse the
participation of Scheduled Castes 1in the e]ectqra1 politics
of Uttar Pradesh which includes their level of participation
and rQTe in the politics of Jalesar and Agra West reserved
Assembly Constituencies. This study covers the fiye election
periods from 1977 to 1991. The Jalesar Assembly
Constituency is predominantly a rural assembly segment in
Etah district, while Agra West is an urban assembly segment
in Agra city of Uttar Pradesh. The area for study has been

selected by keeping in view the changes in the nature of

politics in Jalesar and Agra. The Jalesar asSemb]y
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constituency was a stronghold of ruling Congress Party. The
Jatavs Congress party,‘who constituted a very powerful
section dominated the local politics since independence.
However since 1977 the Jatavs faced serious cha]lenges from
other sections of the Scheduled Castes. The Jatavs were
replaced by other castes Tike, Nut, Agaria and Dhobi etc. On
the other hand, Agra West assembly segment elected
representatives of opposition parties like RPI and BKD, when
it was a general seat before 1974. After the declaration of
Agra West as a reserved assembly constituency, the political
power was captured by the Congress Party till 1985. The
political power in Agra West Assembly constituency has always
been in the hands of one dominant Scheduled Caste, Jatav.
The other minority Scheduled Castes like Kori, Baimiki,

Khatik, Dhobi, etc. are neglected by all the political

parties.

The study is aimed at investigating the reserved
assembly constituencies as an electoral institution, the role
of different potlitical parties, caste anid groups, the
performance of Scheduled Caste leaders and their dependénce

on upper castes, inter party and caste based factionalism and

_the level of political consciousness of the Scheduled Castes

etc. It has also been tried, to find how political parties

‘select the Scheduled Caste candidates 1in reserved

constituencies. Beside these, the role of BSP in Jalesar and
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¥ Agra region is also under the purview of the study.. It is
in the 1ight of the above that 1 have made an attempt to
explore kthe political consciousness and development of the

Scheduled Castes in these reserved assembly constituencies.




