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T h e  s c h e d u l e d  c a s t e s  h a v e  b e e n  s u p p r e s s e d  a n d

d i s c r i m i n a t e d  f o r  c e n t u r i e s  t o g e t h e r .  T h e y  a r e  n o t  a l l o w e d

t o  m i n g l e  a n d  i n t e r a c t  w i t h  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y -  T h e

cons t i t u t i on  o f  I nd ia  p rov ides  va r ious  sa feguards  to  p ro tec t

the i r  i n te res t  and  a l so  rese rva t i on .  o f  sea ts  fo r  Schedu led

C a s t e s  a n d  T r i b e s  i n  t h e  i e g i s l a t u r e s ,  € d u c a t i o n a i

' i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  G o v e r n m e n t  e m p l o y m e n t .  T h e  C e n t r a ' l  a n d

State Governments have spent  severa l  crores of  rupees for  the

u p l i f t m e n t  o f  S c h e d u i e d  C a s t e s  a n d  T r i b e s .  B u t  w e  d o  n o t

no t i ce  any  s ign i f i can t  change  o r  improvemen t  i n  t he  soc io -

e c o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  S c h e d u l e d  C a s t e s  a n d  S c h e d u l e d

T r i b e s .  E v e n  t o d a y  t h e s e  s e c t i o n s  a r e  t i v i n g  u n d e r  a b j e c t

p o v e r t y .

T h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  i s  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  a n a l y s e  t h e

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f ,  S c h e d u l e d  C a s t e s  i n  t h e  e l e c t o r a l  p o l j t i c s

o f  U t t a r  P r a d e s h  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  t h e i  r  l e v e 1  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n

and  ro1e  ' i n  t he  po ' l ' i t i c s  o f  Ja lesa r  and  Agra  Wes t  rese rved

Assemb l  y  Cons t i  t uenc ' i es .  Th i  s  s tudy  cove rs  the  f  i  ve  e1  ec t i  on

p e r i o d s  f r o m  ' t  9 t ?  t o  1 9 9 1 . T h e  J a l e s a r  A s s e m b l y

Cons t i t uency  i s  p redominan t l y  a  ru ra l  assemb ly  segmen t  i n

E t a h  d i s t r i c t ,  w h i  l e  A g r a  t { e s t  i s  a n  u r b a n  a s s e m b l y  s e g m e n t

in  Ag ra  c ' i t y  o f  U t ta r  P radesh .  The  a rea  fo r  s tudy  has  been

s e l e c t e d  b y  k e e p i n g  i n  v i e w  t h e  c h a n g e s ' i  n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f

p o 1  i t i c s  i n  J a l e s a r  a n d  A g r a .  T h e  J a l e s a r  a s s e m b l y

€
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cons t i t uency  was  a  s t rongho ld  o f  ru l i ng  congress  Par t y -  The

J a t a v s  C o n g r e s s  p a r t y ,  w h o  c o n s t i t u t e d  a  v e r y  p o w e r f u l

s e c t i o n  d o m i n a t e d  t h e  l o c a l  p o 1  i t i c s  s i n c e  i n d e p e n d e n c e '

However  s ince  1977  the  Ja tavs  faced  se r ious  cha l l enges  f rom

o t h e r  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  S c h e d u ' l e d  C a s t e s .  T h e  J a t a v s  w e r e

r e p l a c e d  b y  o t h e r  c a s t e s  l i k e ,  N u t ,  A g a r i a  a n d  D h o b i  e t c .  o n

t h e  o t h e  r  h a n d  ,  A g  r a  I ' l e s t  a s s e m b  I  y  s e g m e n t  e  I  e c t e d

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  o p p o s i t i o n  p a r t i e s  l i k e  R P I  a n d  B K D ,  w h e n

i t  was  a  genera l  sea t  be fo re  1974 .  A f te r  t he  dec la ra t i on  o f

Ag ra  Wes t  as  a  rese rved  assemb ly  cons t i t uency ,  t he  po l i t i ca l

p o w e r  w a s  c a p t u r e d  b y  t h e  C o n g r e s s  P a r t y  t i  1  1  1  9 8 5  -  T h e

po l i t i ca l  power  i n  Ag ra  Wes t  Assemb ly  cons t i t uency  has  a ' lways

been  in  the  hands  o f  one  dominan t  Schedu led  Cas te ,  Ja tav '

T h e  o t h e r  m i n o r i t y  S c h e d u l e d  C a s t e s  I  i k e  K o r i ,  B 8 1 m i k i ,

K h a t i k ,  D h o b i ,  e t c .  a r e  n e g l e c t e d  b y  a l l  t h e  p o l i t i c a l

pa r t  i  es  .

T h e  s t u d y  i s  a i  m e d  a t  i  n v e s t ' i  g a t i  n g  t h e  r e s e r v e d

a s s e m b l y  c o n s t i t u e n c i e s  a s  a n  e l e c t o r a l  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e  r o ' l e

o f  d i  f  f  e r e n t  p o l . i  t i  c a l  p a r t i  e s ,  c a s t e  a n J  g r o u p s ,  t h e

per formance of  Scheduled Caste leaders and the i r  dependence

on  upper  cas tes ,  i n te r  pa r t y  apd  cas te  based  fac t i ona l i sm and

the  l eve l  o f  po f  i t i ca ' l  consc iousness  o f  t he  Schedu led  Cas tes

e t c .  I t  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  t r i e c j ,  t o  f i n d  h o w  p o l i t ' i c a l  p a r t ' i e s

s e l e c t  t h e  S c h e d u l e d  C a s t e  c a n d i d a t e s  i n  r e s e r v e d

c o n s t i t u e n c ' i e s .  B e s i d e  t h e s e ,  t h e  r o l e  o f  B S P  i n  J a l e s a r  a n d
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A g r a  r e g i o n  i s  a l s o  u n d e r  t h e  p u r v i e w  o f  t h e  s t u d y . .  I t  i s

in the l ight of the above that I have made an attempt to

explore the pol  i t ica l  consc iousness and development  Of  the

Schedu' led Castes in  these reserved assembly const i tuencies-
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