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PREFACE

The Central theme of the thesis entitled, "India's relations with Malaysia", is

attempted to take into account the years long intimate exchanges of socio-religious,

potitical and economic ideologies, both in terms of materials and essence, between the

two nations with a view to exploring avenues for strengihening the hitherto existing

relationship. Furthermore, the origin of the two nations understudy has been traced to

their colonial past and the evaluation their political, economical and technological

evolution has been done to show the comparative development within the stipulated

period between the two countries.

The efforts have been made to discover the roots of ties between the two

nations, apart from taking note of the relations existing for about more than fifty years.

The whole plan of study has been dealt in era wise discussion which includes reigns of

the various Indian premiers of the past'fifty years.

In each chapter a particular phase of relation has been focused and all the

aspects of relations have been discussed thoroughly. The First Chapter of the thesis has

extensively dealt with the roots and the origin of the ties between India and Malaysia

under the various heads; the efforts have been made to take the whole history of Indo-

Malaysian relationship, starting from ancient days till the pre-Independent Malaysia. In

this chapter the relationships have been shown to be growing from the ancient days of the

pre-Buddhist Indian period.

The other important factor which formed the basis of unbroken and stable

relations between the two nations, emanated from trading activities in the past and

continued till now. Infact the mammoth size of trading led a strong foundation of

friendship between the two countries. The trading activities also caused unhindered

cultural flows. Thus we would observe that Hindu's cultural and religious impact are

more apparent in the Malaya's life even today.

Peopled continued to have links between the two countries and when the

British acquired territories in the Indian peninsula, Malay peninsula also came under the

British occupation which brought two parts of the British territories more closer and

Y
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various trading and commercial activities became more brisk. The study in this chapter

provides details analysis of the whole aspects of relationships'

The relationships between India and Malaysia during the post-Independent

period has been discussed in details in the Second Chapter. The Second Chapter deals

with the emergence of the two independent colonies from the decades of foreign rule.

The newly independent nations of India and Malaysia had'forged closer diplomatic and

cultural ties for their own betterment. The efforts of Nehru as the Champion of

democracy had led the two countries more intimate. The Independence of Malaysia was

celebrated by Indian leader and the Malaysian Prime Minister Tunku Abdul Rahman had

tried his efforts for boosting up the links between the two countries and during the period

of crisis like Indo-China war, Malaysia proved to be the best friend. In this context the

Nehruvian Era can be described as golden era of friendship between the two great

nations.

The Third Chapter provides the details of diplomatic and cultural ties

between India and Malaysia during Shastri Era. Right from beginning Shastri was keenly

interested in solving various bilateral diplomatic hang over involving countries like

Burma, Ceylon, China, Pakistan etc. apart from not forgetting Malaysian aspects of

Indian foreign policy. The Malaysian candidature for the non-permanent membership of

UN Security Council was fully endorsed by India which gaveMalaysia a high status own

the international forum. This made the two countries to begin a new relation of

understanding in political and economic fields. Malay's stand at the time of crisis in India

indeed was surely a great diplomatic win for India over other South East Asian Countries.

India also reciprocated in the same zeal and lended support to Malaysia despite the fact

that India's move caused resentment in Indonesia. This showed the commitment of the

two friends and relationship between the two countries grew out of proportion thereafter.

The Fourth Chapter highlights the another great era of friendship between

India and Malaysia during premiership of Mrs. Indira Gandhi. The relations between the

two countries grew leaps and bounds during this era on different fronts be it the

diplomatic manoeuvering, the cultural exchanges or technological know-how. The period

witnessed the emergence of India as a power in the Indian Ocean who was committed to

her long standing friends of Indian Ocean littoral zone. lndia's opposition to any military

,,{
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presence of the west was unanimously welcomed by the nations of the zone and this was

a big diplomatic achievement for Mrs. Gandhi.

As a result of Mrs. Gandhi's political acumen ship in this period Malaysia

came out openly to extend help and cooperation to India during the Bangladesh crisis.

Malaysia voted in United Nations in favour of the resolution for the withdrawal of

foreign troops from East Bengal and hereafter Malaysia was amongst the first few

countries to extend the recognition to Bangladesh in February 1972. This was a

significant development for India in the diplomatic field as Malaysia surely did not

consider religious affiliation with Pakistan when siding with India. Apart from that

Malaysia signed a number of agreements with India on close cooperation in the field of

technological know-how, culture, trade and commerce.

During the premiership of Mrs. Gandhi there emerged some grey areas of

relationship which forced Malaysia to criticize the attitude of India and such occasion

though not frequent but occasionally like one in the May 1974 when India staged the

blast of thermo nuclear device for becoming self reliant in the field of nuclear power.

Thus the relationship between India and Malaysia during Mrs. Gandhi period became a

bit sore but it lasted for a very short time.

The Fifth Chapter examines the policy and progrzrmme of Janata

Government as far as the bilateral relationship between India and Malaysia is concerned.

Though it was a short period Janata Government forged closed ties with Malaysia and

signed some of the important agreements. A number of joint ventures established in

Malaysia and Janata govemment contined the policies of unbiased attitude with South

East Asia. Apart from this Malaysia also favoured India in regional cooperation on

international fora. The first established cultural agreement was signed between the two

countries during Janata regime in 1978. At the same time Malaysian Premier Datuk

Hussain Onn visited lndia in January 1979 on a four-day state visit and discussed with his

counterpart Morarji Desai on the Vietnam-Kampuchea conflict. Refugee from Vietnam

were mostly settling down in Malaysia and were causing human problem which needed

cooperation from other countries in which India showed her concern too.

The Sixth Chapter attempts to analysis again with Mrs. Indira Gandhi second

term (Post Janata Regime) as Premiership of India. The period is marked with a number

{
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of developments in the field of cooperations. The Kampuchean crisis died down and

India extended the recognition to the Heng Samrin Government in Phnom Penh. [n

January 1980 Deputy Prime Minister of Malayisa visited India and called for Industrial

joint ventures and .signed the MOUs. But on Kampuchean problem Mahathir

Mohammad, the Prime Minister of Malaysia on his visit to New Delhi in 1983 stated the

differences of opinions between the two countries and agairi we find that the relationship

between India and Malaysia cannot be called smooth during the second phase of Mrs-

Gandhi tenure.

The Seventh Chapter touched upon India's policy towards Malaysia during

the period of Mr. Rajiv Gandhi. After Indira, Rajiv's take over of the Premiership of

India brought the two countries more closer. On visit by Mahathir Mohammad to New

Delhi, Mr. Gandhi discussed about the regional cooperation in South Asia and South East

Asia on the forum like SAARC and eSdAU. Apart from that MOUs were also singed

between the two countries for close ties on Air routes of Air India and Malaysian Air

Lines (MAL) flying to each other countries. In the field of defence India also extended

helps for security purposes. Malaysia had also asked for India's backing for the post of

Executive Secretary of [IN's Economic and Social Commission for the Asia Pacific

(ESCAP) based in Bangkok and at the same time Government of India also requested

Malaysia to support the nomination of their representative to the Asia Pacific

Development Centre. When V.P. Singh took over the primer ship of India, we find inflow

of tourists visiting the two counties had increased tremendously.

.In the Eight Chapter attempt is made to analyse the period of bilateral

relations between India and Malaysia during the Premiership of P.V. Narasimha Rao.

During his period the relations were strained as New Delhi extended recognition to the

Vietnam installed regime in Cambodia. But the soumess of the relations lessened when

the two countries focused upon South-South Cooperation. India for her own benefits

lobbied hard with the ASEAN countries against the Chinese Naval build up in the Bay of

Bengal but in response to that the ASEAN countries resented on the India's naval build

up in the Andaman and Nicobar.

On his next visit to New Delhi in December 1993 Premier Mahathir

Mohammad praised India for bringing normally in the Kashmir Valley. Both lndia and

.{
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Malaysia understood the importance of regional cooperation and regional security for

bringing prosperity and peace in the region and the agenda was set for exploring

commonality of interest and regional security matters. Both the countries in the region in

1995 called upon in forging Asian identity by pooling their resources and expertise to

meet future challenge.

In the Ninth Chapter attempt is made to evalubte the shorter period of two

Indian Premiers (Mr. Deve Gowda and I.K. Gujral) who were part of United Front

Government. On his first visit to Malaysia, Foreign Minister I.K. Gujral laid the emphasis

upon a Strong Indo-Malaysian ties and the discussion centred on the issue of CTBT, apart

from expressing interest in APEC for a high level official meeting of the Indian Occean

Rim in Mauritius. Both the countries proposed to play a pivotal role in the setting up of

G-l5 fund at the Harare Summit.

The Govemment of India conferred the Jawaharlal Nehru Award for

International Understanding of 1994, to Mahathir Mohammad in December 1996 for

understanding of the problem of the region and in response Mahathir had expressed

support of New Delhi's bid for membership of APEC. The period also saw close

cooperation in the field of Science and Technology especially in software unit.

And finally the Tenth Chapter of the thesis studied the relationship during

the period of cunent bf Prime Minister Mr. A.B. Vajpayee. To start with again we find

that India was criticized for its conducting nuclear test in May 1998 by Malaysia as

Malaysia wanted to free the region from nuclear weapons. However, Prime Minister

Vajpayee had come out to respect the status of South East Asia as a nuclear weapons free

zone. On Kashmir issue Malaysia was understood to have stated the status of Jammu and

Kashmir as central to the country's integrity and communal harmony and India was to see

peaceful solutions to problem of cross border terrorism. The issues like religious

extremism, drug trafficking, money laundering and terrorism are cornmon to the inter.est

of these two countries and these issues have been dominating during the period.

On the economic front, India had a fruitful annual dialogue with European

Union at the Summit level. A large number of Indian joint ventures have been operating

in Malaysia and various MOUs have been signed between the two countries on the visit

of Indian premier A.B. Vajpayee to Malaysia in May 200t.

.{
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I n t roduc t ion

Impor tance  o f  Sou th  Eas t  As ia  i n  Ind ia ' s  Fo re ign

Po l i cv  F ramework

The af fa i rs  of  South East  As ia are bound to evoke mani fo ld

in terest  in  the tnd ian mind.  That  in terest  has i ts  spr ing not  on ly  in  the

geographica l  cont igu i ty  of  th is  country  to  the vast  area covered by that

des igna t i on ,  bu t  t o  many  o the r  deeper  reasons .  I t  i s  no t  w i thou t

s ign i f i cance  tha t  S .ou th  Eas t  As ia  has  t rad i t i ona l l y  been  ca l l ed  as  Fu r the r

Ind ia .  I f  I nd ians  l ov ing l y  and  ado r ing l y  ca l l  t he i r  coun t r y  mo the r land ,  on

the  same ana logy  Sou th  Eas t  As ia  i s  en t i t l ed  to  be  rega rded  by  them as

the i r  b igge r  f am i l y ,  o f  wh ich  the  componen t  un i t s  a re  he r  i n t ima te  k i t h

and  k in .  Re l i g ious l y ,  cu l t u ra l l y ,  rac ia l l y ,  po l i t i ca l l y  and  m i l i t a r i l y , I nd ia

i s  bound  w i th  Sou th  Eas t  As ia  bv  manv  a  t i e . r

I nd ia ' s  l i nks  w i th  Sou th  Eas t  As ia  reached  back  i n to  h i s to ry

and  l egend .  A l l  ove r  Sou th  Eas t  As ia  one  f i nds  numerous  symbo ls  o f

these  anc ien t  t i es .  I nd ian  ph i l osophy ,  cu l t u re ,  re l i g ion ,  Buddh ism,  a r t

and arch i tecture,  languages,  a l l  these le f t  an abid ing impact  on many

countr ies of  South East  As ia.  Indeed Ind ian and Chinese cu l tura l

in f luences met  in  the outer  reaches of  South East  As ia and you have the

interest ing phenomenon of  V ietnam fa l l ing under  the sway of  Chinese

cul tura l  in f luence in  i ts  po l i t ica l  inst i tu t ions,  code of  e th ics and

language,  but  Cambodia coming whol ly  under  Ind ia 's  cu l tura l  in f luence.

This  in f luence was a lso ev ident  in  Thai land,  Malaya and par ts  of

Indonesia.  These ancient  bonds became a l ive and were re in forced by the

mergence of  these countr ies as modern nat ions.2
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Ind ia f rom the very beginning fe l t  the need of  developing

int imate re la t ions wi th  the South East  As ia and to  prevent  the

dominat ion of  the region by the communist  or  Western powers.  Ind ia

par t icu lar ly  looked at  the armed st ruggles in  the region as a pos i t ive

threat  to  her  s tab i l i ty  and emphasised the need of  keeping the Malays ia

and other  countr ies of  South East  As ia f ree f rom the in f luence of  the

S u p e r  P o w e r s . 3

Ind ia ' s  re la t i ons  w i th  Sou th  Eas t  As ia  a re  o f  ab id ing

importance to  her .  Next  to  South Asia,  Ind ia has v i ta l  s takes in  South

Eas t  As ia  whose  i ndependence  and  secu r i t y  a re  bound  up  w i th  he r  own .

As Jawahar la l  Nehru pointed out ,  I4d ia was the gateway to both West

and South East  As ia and,  therefore,  inev i tabty  came in to the p ic ture.  The

independence  and  secu r i t y  o f  Sou th  Eas t  As ia  se rved  to  s t reng then

Ind ia ' s  own  independence  and  secu r i t y  and  any  se r ious  se tback  the re

const i tu ted a potent ia l  threat  to  Ind ia too.  I t  was wi th  th is  understanding

that  Ind ia p layed an act ive ro le  in  mobi l iz ing opin ion against  the then

Du tch  Governmen t ' s  e f fo r t  a t  re impos i t i on  o f  co lon ia l  ru le  i n  I ndones ia

in  1948  and  the  ac t i ve  i n te res t  t aken  by  Ind ia  i n  va r ious  phases  o f  t he

s t rugg le  i n  I ndo -Ch ina .

There  was  ye t  ano the r  d imens ion  to  Ind ia ' s  re la t i on  w i th  Sou th

Eas t  As ia  -  t he .p resence  o f  I nd ian  commun i t i es  i n  s i zeab le  numbers .

There was a large concentrat ion in  Malays ia :  merchants,  t raders and

labour  draf ted by the Br i t ish dur ing i ts  imper ia l  ru le  over  Ind ia as wel l

as in  many other  par ts  of  the region,  a lmost  15 per  cent  o f  the populat ion

of  Malays ia,  ho ld ing a precar ious balance between the Malay and the

Chinese.  There was a somewhat  smal ler ,  but  not  ins ign i f icant ,  presence

in Singapore,  Thai land and Indonesia.  This  had an undoubted impact  on

Ind ia ' s  re la t i ons  w i th  these  coun t r i es .a

{
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Southeast  As ia 's  impor tance to  Ind ia in  terms of  i ts  fore ign

pol icy object ives and i ts  s t ra tegic  in terests  or  the impor tance that  Ind ia

has,  for  the secur i ty  env i ronment  of  Southeast  As ia,  is  profoundly  based

on i ts  broad fore ign pol icy  f ramework and i ts  overa l l  s t ra tegic

pe rspec t i ve .  Th i s  i s  ex t reme ly  impor tan t  because ,  t o  eva lua te  the  t ype

and  amoun t  o f  capab i l i t i es  tha t  I nd ia  i s  l i ke l y  t o  devo te  to  the  p ro tec t i on

and fur therance of  i ts  in terests  in  the region.  I t  is  imperat ive to  take the

en t i re  range  o f  I nd ia ' s  i n te res ts  i n  Sou th  Eas t  As ia  under  cons ide ra t i on .

The basic f ramework of  Indian foreign pol icy that  can

dist i t led f rom i ts act ions in wor ld af fa i rs dur ing the f i f ty years of

independence compr ises  the  fo l low ing  major  e lements :

be

i ts

(a )

(b)

A wor ld -v iew  shaped

independence  and  by  the

pas t  and  the i r  asp i ra t i ons

both by the movement  for  nat ional

na t i ona l i s t  l eade rs '  pe rcep t i on  o f  I nd ia ' s

for i ts future;

\

(c)

(d)

The  co inc idence  o f  t he  emergence  o f  a  b ipo la r  wor ld  fo l l ow ing  the

Second  Wor ld  War ,  w i th  Ind ia ' s  emergence  as  an  i ndependen t

ac to r  on  the  wor ld  scene :

The  th rea ts  to ,  and  the  p rob lems  fo r ,  I nd ia ' s  secu r i t y  t ha t  emerged

di rect ly  f rom the par t i t ion of  the Br i t ish Ind ian empire and,

therefore,  the d isrupt ion of  Ind ia 's  s t ra tegic  uni ty  that  had been

accepted as a g iven fact  dur ing the per iod of  the Raj ;

The emergence of  China as a major  As ian actor  fo l lowing the

Commun is t  v i c to ry  o f  1949 ,  two  yea rs  a f te r  I nd ia ' s  i ndependence ,

and  Ch ina ' s  annexa t i on  o f  T ibe t  t he  fo l l ow ing  yea r  (1950)  thus

br ing ing Chinese presence and power in  d i rect  contact  wi th  Ind ia

on the la t ter 's  nor thern and nor theastern borders;

Y.



( e ) The need fbr  f ru i t fu l  economic in teract ion wi th  the rest  o f  the

wor ld  in  terms of  t rade,  a id ,  and investment ,  which was considered

cruc ia l  for  Ind ia 's  developmenta l  goals .

The enmeshing of  these fundamenta l  concerns in  var ious forms

and at  d i f ferent  t imes has,  by and large,  determined the broad contours

o f  I nd ian  fo re ign  po l i cy ,  i nc lud ing  i t s  po l i cy  towards  Sou theas t  As ia  as  a

who le  and  towards  the  i nd i v idua l  coun t r i es  tha t  compr i se  th i s  reg ion .  I t

is ,  therefore,  impor tant  for  us to  examine the major  consequences for

Ind ian fore ign pol icy  that  have emerged out  o f  the in terp lay of  these

va r iab les  ove r  a  pe r iod  o f  t ime .5

Southeast  As ia has been impor tant  for  Ind ian fore ign pol icy  for

a  number  o f  reasons :

F i r s t ,  t he  na t i ona l i s t  l eade rsh ip ,  i . e .  t he  f i r s t  genera t i on  o f

Ind ia ' s  pos t - i ndependence  l eaders ,  had  pe rce i ved  the  an t i - co lon ia l

s t ruggles in  Southeast  As ia as ind iv is ib le  f rom thei r  own f ight  for

f reedom f rom colonia l  subjugat ion.  The Indonesian and Vietnamese

freedom st ruggles,  especia l ly  the former,  had been fo l lowed wi th  great

sympa thy  by  the  po l i t i ca l l y  consc ious  Ind ian  pub l i c  du r ing  the  l as t  yea rs

of  the Br i t ish Raj .  The congress leadership,  wi th  Jawahar la l  Nehru as i ts

foremost  ar t icu lator  on in ternat ional  issues,  was convinced that  the

future of  Ind ia was ind iv is ib le  f rom the fu ture of  As ia,  and par t icu lar ly

of  Southeast  As ia.  I t  was no co inc idence,  therefore,  that  even before the

formal  dawn of  independence,  the in ter im Ind ian government  organized

an Asian Relat ions '  Conference in  March 1947,  and independent  Ind ia

per formed i ts  f i rs t  h igh-prof i le  act  in  in ternat ional  a f fa i rs  by convening

the Conference on Indonesia at tended by f i f teen nat ions in  January 1949.

Second, the strategic importance of  Southeast Asia to lndia was

evident to India 's prospect ive pol icy-makers and strategic th inkers even
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before the t ransfer  o f  power f rom Br i t ish to  Ind ian hands.  The events of

the Second Wor ld War,  especia l ly  the dramat ic  Japanese sweep through

archipelagic  and.  main land Southeast  As ia in  a remarkably  shor t  t ime,

had dr iven home the lesson to Ind ia 's  nat ional is t  e l i te  that  Ind ia 's

eastern f lank and the seaward approaches to  the subcont inent  were as

impor tant  for  Ind ia 's  defence as the land boundar ies of  the nor thwest  and

the nor th which had been the t rad i t ional  concerns of  s t ra tegis ts  dur ing

the days of  the Br i t ish Raj .  The la t ter  a t t i tude was understandable in  the

context  o f  the Br i t ish Ind ian empire because Br i ta in  was the

unchal lenged master  of  the seas around the subcont inent  unt i l  the

Japanese dr ive in to Southeast  As ia;  however ,  i t  had to  change under  the

dual  impact  o f  the Second Wor ld War and the wi thdrawal  o f  Br i t ish

power f rom India.

The events of  the war  a lso increased Ind ian awareness of ,  and

concern wi th ,  mar i t ime st rategy and the great  impor tance of  the Ind ian

Ocean to the defence of  the Ind ian peninsula.  The lesson that  Ind ia had

los t  i t s  i ndependence  to  Eu ropean  co lon i s t s  because  o f  t he  l a t t e r ' s

contro l  o f  the sea was re learnt  by the Ind ian nat ional is t  e l i te  as a resul t

o f  the exper iences of  the Second Wor ld War.  In  th is  sense,  the s t rategic

impor tance of  Southeast  As ia to  Ind ia was enhanced in  Ind ian

percept ions,  especia l ly  s ince i t  commanded the choke-points  f rom which

host i le  naval  forces could enter  the Ind ian Ocean,  par t icu lar ly  the Bay of

Bengal .  This  point  can be bet ter  understood in  l ight  o f  the fact  that

Ind ia ls  is land te i r i tor ies in  the Bay of  Bengal  l ie  bare ly  90 mi les f rom

the Stra i ts  o f  Malacca.

The th i rd  reason why Southeast  As ia has been impor tant  for

Ind ian fore ign pol icy ,  is  that  the emergence of  China as a major  power in

Asia border ing both Ind ia and Southeast  As ia added another  impor tant

d imension to  Southeast  As ia 's  s t ra tegic  impor tance for  Ind ia.  From
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hindsight  i t  becomes c lear  that ,  even dur ing the heyday of  S ino- Ind ian

f r iendship in  the mid- l950s,  the Ind ians were both uneasy about  the

long- term prospects of  the Sino- Ind ian re la t ionship as wel l  as aware of

the impor tance of  Southeast  As ia,  especia l ly  i ts  non-Communist

component ,  as a source of  potent ia l  a l l iances against  presumed Chinese

expans ion i sm.  The  Ind ian  sense  o f  unease  was  i nc reased  by  the  Ch inese

Premie r ' s  mas te r l y  pe r fo rmance  in  Ap r i l  1955  a t  t he  F i r s t  A f ro -As ian

Conference in  Bandung,  especia l ly  h is  conci l ia tory  approach towards

Western-at igned Pakis tan.  This  Jawahar la l  Nehru and h is  adv isers

cons ide red  an  exe rc i se  i n  ' one -upmansh ip '  a t  I nd ia 'S  expense ,

par t icu lar ly  in  the context  o f  the fact  that  Ind ia had worked hard to

ove rcome the  app rehens ions  o f  seve ra l  As ian  coun t r i es  rega rd ing

Ch ina ' s  pa r t i c i pa t i on  i n  t ha t  mee t ing .

I t  is  impor tant  to  note that  Ind ia 's  f i rs t  o f f ic ia t  endorsement  of

ASEAN fo l lowed the Kuala Lumpur Declarat ion on ZOPFAN and the

d isband ing  o f  SEATO.  New De lh i  apparen t l y  came to  the  conc lus ion

that ,  wi th  these two events,  the fore ign pol icy  approaches of  the ASEAN

countr ies had sh i f ted c loser  to  Ind ia 's  t rad i t ional  non-a l igned stance on

internat ional  a f fa i rs .

For th,  the presence of  people of  Ind ian or ig in  in  Southeast

Asian countr ies,  pr inc ipa l ly  in  Burma,  Malays ia,  and Singapore,  a lso

formed an input ,  a l though a re la t ive ly  minor  one compared to  the

pol i t ica l -s t ra tegic  factorS ment ioned above,  in to Ind ian pol icy  towards

the region.

F i f th ,  economic re la t ions wi th  Southeast  As ia formed an

important ,  a l though secondary,  component  of  Ind ia 's  overa l l  pat tern of

economic t ransbct ions wi th  the outs ide wor ld .  A pat tern of

interdependence based on mutual needs of different primary commodit ies

with which India and the various countries ofr isoutheast Asia were
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endowed,  coup led  w i th  easy  access  to  each o thers '  marke ts ,  fo rmed the

bedro'ck on which this superstructure of  economic relat ions was

constructed. Immediately af ter  Indian independence, the Southeast Asian

region, taken as a whole,  ranked third,  af ter  the Uni ted Kingdom and the

United States,  in terms of  India 's foreign trade.6

India 's relat ions wi th Malaysia has always been close and

cordial ,  a relat ions which stems from the long histor ic l inks between our

two peop les  and Ind ia 's  insp i r ing  leadersh ip  among the  new nat ions  in

Asia and Afr ica,  provided to support  these nat ion in their  struggle for

f reedom. No less important is the fact  that  a s izeable sect ion of

Malaysians are o. f  Indian or ig in,  coming from var ious parts of  the great

sub-cont inent and br inging with them are invaluable contr ibut ion to the

economic and cul tural  l i fe of  Malavsia.

Malays ians  recogn ize  the i r  age-o ld  cu l tu ra l  t ies  w i th  Ind ia .  The

presence o f  a  s izab le  numbqr  o f  persons  o f  Ind ian  or ig in  (1 .56  mi l l ion

approx imate ly  ou t  o f  the  to ta l  popu la t ion  o f  22  mi l l ion)  in  the  fabr ic  o f

the i r  na t ion ,  i s  i t se l f  an  ev idence o f  th is .  There  is ,  however ,  an

occasional  tendency to downplay the l inks,  part icular ly of  the pre-

Is lamic  e ra ,  on  account  o f  the  s t rong over lay  o f  Is lam on the  Malay

ident i t y  and the  compuls ion  to  p ro jec t  an  independent  cu l tu ra l  persona

for  the  Malay  Areh ipe lago.  The s t rong in f luence o f  Ind ia  cannot  however

be denied, in v iew of  the fact  that  i t  permeates the social  mores of  the

nat ion ,  the  e tymology  o f  the  language,  common fami ly  t rad i t ions  as  we l l

as  the  r i tua ls  o f  roya l ty .  An es t imated  25 ,000-  30 ,000 Malays ians ,
(most ly of  Indian or ig in)  have studied and cont inue to study, in Indian

Univers i t ies .T

I n  t he  commerc ia l  f r on t  I nd ia  and  Ma lays ia  have  had  l ong -

s tand ing  commerc ia l  l i nks  da t i ng  to  the  p re -Chr i s t i an  e ra .  I t  was

p robab ly  an  Ind ian  sh ip ,  t ha t  b rough t  an  A t t i c  vase  o f  t he  5 th  cen tu ry  BC
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to Kedah. In the remarkable t ransformat ion of  Malaysia f rom forest  and

swamp,  in to  one o f  the  r i ches t  and bes t  deve loped count r ies  o f  As ia ,

Indian capi ta l  and labour has contr ibuted as much as the Chinese and

Br i t i sh  e f fo r t .  Ma laya 's  rubber  wea l th ,  ca l led  the  " l i fe  b lood"  o f  i t s

economy,  was c rea ted  by  Ind ian  labour .  In  "The Malays :  A  Cu l tu ra l

Histofy" (1944),  Sir  Richard Winsted wri tes that  " India found the Malay

a peasant of  the Stone Age and lef t  h im a c i t izen of  the wor ld".E
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