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PREFACE

Mental retardation is a world wide problem and in Indla
it is estimated that about 1.5 to 1.8 million children of the
age group of 6 to 14 years are retarded. Mental retardation
is not only a biclngical, educational or psychologieal problem
but 1t is e multi-dimensional problem of a mixture of psycho-
social, blological and educational problems, But the publie
and professional interest in the etiology of mental retarda-
tion and in the problems faced by retarded children and their
families has been at best meagre and sporadic. This apeathy
has persisted despite the high incidence of mental subnormality
throughout the world, a problem which no society can avoid,
Yet until recent years training schools and other public
facilities have suffered from a general lack of attention,

a lack of finaneial support and a lack of trained personnel,
Probably no other publiec health problem of such enormity has
been so blatantly neglected,

This thesis entitled "A Comparative Study of the
Family Conditions of Mentally Retarded and Normal Children®
alms to find out the significant association of the following
background factors with the incidence of mental retardation
in families under study. The family background constitute

has been reduced to characteristics of the parents, caste and
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community, income and occupation, sibling order and other
relevant factors of family history of the mentally retarded
children., Here the investigator has not established any
causal design of her findings. Findings only revealed the
concomitant relationship of two variables - the social
conditions and mental retardation - as the research pools were
not competent enough to establish caunsal relationship between

these varlables,

The research work revaals;that the importance of
adequaté social and cultural environment is essential prerequi-
site for normal intellectual development of a child, Investi-
gator finds that mental retardation is inversely related with
the socio-economic status of the childrenj marital status of
the parents of such children are not healthy, mostly these
children are unwanted and re jected by their parents, frequency
of premature deaths of the parents are higher in éase of
retarded children as compared to normal children, retarded
children mostly come from joint families which are tragic and

quarrelsome in nature.

Mental retardation, being such an important problem,
it i1s felt that the present thesis will be useful to persons
who are working in this field and for the parents who have
a mentally retarded child in their families, and for those

who are interested in this problem of study.
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