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PruFACE T0 ffiVrSrO?{

I a m

a neyi8lon

thanHul to the Isarri€d exminer who Feccfrnded

of the diesertp;Llon suhltted earJjsat f or eyaluatton.

?he value{ crttleLsm and Euggestlons nade by hls sex}

ss nsef -l''[hat , tr htlere r mX work souJ-d hsre ken lEes stgrd-

ficant wlthout then. T* sm d,ebted to these va]-sed $nggestlsns

e|,ren for the revLslon of thi.s worh.

?he natn suggestlon wss to derel,eB the materlal in

greeter depth by nslng the eese hlstory nnaterlaS and stattstLcal

date fsr tnore deeper analyrts. $rts hae been dcrne lnterus ef

the seop€ snd llilsttattr-ons of the precent rork. A ssparata

ehapter tras been aitdsd. &ealtng wlth the sass bLstory natertal..

fhe,lndl.vl.dne1 eases aFe glven detalled treatnent and posslble

Seneral-laatf.ons eFs tneenporated ln the concluston.

I shall alwaye remaln grateful- for the learned suggestlons

regardtng the revlew oJ lltereture.tsEhe lntrodnetory part of

the .lclssertatlsn hag ben enrtehed stth the Llterature on the

aubjest avallable to Be,

tfie learned €xsmtner has ben klnd enough to obserte

tltat the pneaent work hae made an lnportant step ln the rlght

direatlon and, eould proflt frsm norre lntensLve rork ln qssntlt-

ative snd qualtfatLve tsehnlques ln future r€search on nentally

ret arqded s amp leg .



Wlthln the L:lnaitatiEns of an lndevidual sesearehr tk

sork hss hen revtged 1n the Lght o the srl,tlelsps and

suggsstl.sns made to glve an lnproved shape to the pFevlouE

shape of the woFk.

Thagts hae been revlsed. under the supervlglon of Prof,.

$,K"Srfvastava; tread (Sept. of, Soclology) and ltean Faaulty

of Soclal selenees who has been !d.nd enough to sDare ttne. f

am thanffinl to hlm.
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P B E F A C E

Mental rctardatl.on l.s a worl& wlde problen and ln Indla

lt 1s estLnated that about 1.S to 1.8 mllllsn ehlldren of the

ag€ gronp of 6 to L4 years are retarded. H-EntaI" IletardatLant

ls not only a blalllgisaly €dueatLonal er psyehologlcal problen

but lt ls a multt-dtmenslonal problem of a Btntuss of peycho-

soelal r blologlea1 ond ed,ueational problerr$r. But the pub}lc

end praf,esel,onatr Snterest tn the ettelogy of mental rretarda,-

tLon and ln the problens f,aeed by retarded ctrlldsen and their

f amilJ.es fias ben et het n€agFs and spsredLe. fhls apathy

has perslsted deepJ.te the high lneLdenee of mental subnorsaltty

throughont the worldl & problem ufileh rlo roelety ean avotd,.

Yet unttl. neeent years tralnlng sefiool.s and. other publ:lc

f asfLl.tles have suffered f ronn a gerrcral lack of, attentlon t

a Leck sf flnqnelel, snppor€ md s Laek of tratned personnel,

Probebly no sther publlc health problen of euch enormtty has

been so bletarrtly negleeted.

Thla tfiesis entltl€d fig eomparatlve Stndy of ttrs

Fatsf,ly frondltlons of Hentall-y neterded and l[ormal Cht]-drens

alme to flnd ont the stgntfleant assooLatlon of the fellowlng

bashgrsnnd. faetars slth ttre tnelfrenee ef, nental retardatlon

ln fml.tleg tmder etudy. The fanll.y background eongtltute

has hen redueed. to chsrs,stsrlstles of the parentsr easte and
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conmunltyr lneom€ and oceupatlonr slbl:lng order and other

relevent faetors sf fcmlly hlstory of the rentally retsrded

ehtldren. Hera the tnvestigator has not cstabl:Lshed any

causal desf.gn of her flndlngs. Flnd.tngs onLy r€vealed the

eoneo*nltant relatlonsFrip of tso varlab1es - tfie soetal

eon&ttlons and mentaS. retardatlon - 85 the researneh pools teFe

nst eompetent enongh to establlsh causal. relatlonshlB htueen

these vari- ables .

f.he researqh mrk r€seal.s that the laportanca of

adequate eoelal sld e ultural environment ls essentlal prete{ut-

slte for normel lntellectual dewl.opment of, a chlld. fnYestl-

gator flnds that mental netardatlon is lnversely related. rfth

the aoels-eeonomle statue of the ehlldrsnl uarltaS- status of

the parents of sueh chlldren are not healthyr nostLy tfieee

ehlldren sre unwsnted and reJeeted by thelr parents r f,requeney

of prunatnrc deathe of the parents aFs htgher ln sase of,

retarded ehltrdron &s eompaned to nomal ehtldrenr mtarded

ehlldren noatly some from Jolnt f anrllles shleh aF tragic and

querFeLsom€ ln natur6.

Hental retardatlorrr htng sucfi en lnportant problent

lt ls felt that the present thesls sl13. be usef uL to persons

who are worklng ln this fleLd and for tFre parents rho have

a nentally retarded ch1ld 1n thelr f +mlllesr ed for those

who ass tntereeted ln thls problern of study.

f lH r t f l n
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