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By the turn of the last century the eyee

of the world connrunlty were flxed on a nehr poeer

whlch had emerged on the frlnge of Asla. By her

own efforts Uapan had succeeded by 1899 ln remorrlng

the stlgma of lneguallty she carrled ev_er slnce the

forced entry of forelgnefs lnto Japan and her flrst

treatles lrere concluded wlth the western powerE ln

1858. The world Has astonlshed 1n L892 when Anglo-

Japanese TLeaty came lnto force whleh was the flret

bllateral treaty between a nestern power and an

orlentaL natlon. Hore than thls the mllltary defeat

of Russla by .fapan ln 1904-5 stunned the entlre world

and gave a new splrlt and confldence to the Rstan

nat lons ln thelr  f reedom struggles agalnst  European

lmperlallsm. Japan became oDe of the major powers

of the world by the end of world war- I' But lvorld Wer

II brought utter devastatlon, total defeat, arld

forelgn occupatlon for ttre flrst t l.me ln her glorlous

hlstory. CEueI acts and atrocltles cornmttted by the
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,.Iapanese agalnst the Aslan peoFle durlng the r^,ar hd

generated tremendous hatred and bltterness towards

Japan throughout Asla.  Japanfs postwar reconstruct lon

and economlc growth requlred access to raw materlals

and markets ln AsLa. She had perforce to adopt a nel,

approach towards postw€rr Asla. In thls thesls I have

trled to study the evoLutlon of Indo-Japanese relatlons

from L977 to 1993 wtth a v lew to f lnding out the chara-

cterlstlc trends and tendencles during the pertod and

the prospects of Indo-Japanese cooperation durlng the

1 9 9 0  |  s .

The mlracle of economlc growth has transformed

Japan from a land of Fgglng bowl into one of the most

prosperous nat lons wl th ln  a span of  Just  48 years.

The \tapanese economlc mlracle ls arre-1nspJ.rlng, has

become a cause of envy for the developed countries and

a great source of ho;:e . and lnsplration for the deve-

lop lng countr les.

The supreme prlorJ.ty of ,.Iapan slnce the second

world War has been the restoratlon of her lndustrlal

potentlal and egonomlc competlt lon wlth the I,Yest. As
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and hrhen the uestern pokrers declde to curtail the

wlngs of  , . rapan, B; radlcar reor lentat lon of  Japanese

forelgn economlc pol lcy wl t l  be ln order.  Hence a

radlcal shlft 1n .Iapanese forelgn policy towards

Indla ls most probable because of the tremendous

changes 1n the global scenarlo ln the post-Cold War

era,  SLnce Indla has already establ lshed l ts reput-

atlon as a superpower of South Aela whose cooperatlon

1s essent la l ly  requJ.red for malntalnlng peace and

st.abll lty ln the Asl.an contlnent, Japan Ls bound

to cul t lvate c lose relat lons wl th fndla,  \Tapan ls

now aLl set to play a blgger roJe at the internatlonal

level through her economlc mlght. Thus, the global

economlc Alant has already at t racted the at tent lon of

the world and has become an lmportant subJect of

academlc research. Al though Japanrs relat lons wl th

her foremogt aIIy, the U. S, A. and with other western

count r les  a re  e t l l l  c lose ,  g rowlng  s t ra lns  1n  the l r .

trade relatlons cannot tr€ o\rerlooked. The erectlon

of a waII of protectlonlsm agalnst .fapanese exports

by tf€ hresterD natlons afid the namlng of \tapan

under the so-cal led "Super-301" by the U.S.A. are sorne

of the lnstancee of deePerate efforts made by these

t -
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countrles to browbeat \Tapan economlcally. In tfp
rlght of these pecullar lnternatlonal devel.pments,

the ,.Iapanese publlc opinlon has turned strongly
agalnst  the u-s-A- and the k€stern wor ld and pressed

the Japanese government to pursue an lndependent

forelgn por lcy and play a more meanlngful  roLe 1n
lntern at lonal  re lat lons.

- Japan ls no longer the poorest member of

the r lch ma' t .s c lub or even an underdevelop,ed

country but ba'8r become one of the rlchest members of

the r lchnenr s c lub.  under the present crrcumstances

the Thlrd world ls tfp drena where Jqpan must seek

nebier prosl€cts of trade and future depltrymant: of

1ts capltal and technology. JapaD may use the forelgn
ald lever as a dlpJ.omatlc lnstrument to..spread lts

lnfluence throughout the Thlrd World.

Thls has glven r lse to speculat lon that,

Japan, whlch ls undoubtedly an econounlc super-poh,er.

1s gradual ly prepar lng to establ lsh her por l t lcal

a

f
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leadershlp ln  As la.  To real lze th ls  ambl t lon Japan

1s bound to make fur lest  u t l r lzat lon of  her  economlc

I/otentlar towards maLntenance of stabll l ty and peace

ln  Rs la .

On the other hand Indla whlch possesses

abundant natural resources and has the second largest

populatlon ln^ the world also has tremendous potentla_

] l t les- By v l r tue of  these ment loned factors,  rndla

has emerged as the { sgperpower of south Asla but stl l l

1t  possesses tremendous potent la l  whlch ls not yet

untapped due to shortage of money and rrck of techno-

loglcar developrent.  Therefore,  rndla urgentry needs

economlc and technologlcal  asslstance for l ts soclo-

economlc developr€nt. Japan, en econornlc glant of th€

world,  and,an emerglng leacier of  Asla,  may play a

major role ln fndlar s overal l  development.  At  the

same tlmer J,rpan also neeos a neb/ market for her

gooos because \TapaDese relatLons wlth the wastern

countrles are ln doldrurlso l lesplte the f act that

rndla ls of fer lng a vast  market for  . rapanese goods

l t  aLso possessea cheap labour whlch ls scarce ln

Japan. Hence, promot lon of  c lose t les between Indla
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and Japan can be expected to contrlbute slgnlfl_

cantly to the attalnment of the alme of Japanrs

Aslan dlplomacy, partlcularly the long_term

'stablr lzat lon and Btrengthenlng of  Jqparr 's rerat lons

trlth the Aslan countrles. .rapan, should, of coutrse,

a]so str lve to fur ther deepen her relatrons wlth

Indla not only ln the economlc fleld but also other

areas as werrr Mutuar dependence of Japan and rndla

car ls for  c l?ser por l t - lcal  cooperat lon and economlc

col I aboratlon.

No doubt,  Jepants post-w6r relat lons .wl th

Indla have been largely bconomlc havlng no polit lcal

overtones. Erren economlc relat lons of  Japan wlth

the natlons of South Asla remaln modeet as compared

wlth the South-east Aslarr countrles. Of couree, ,Jqpan

has lncreased rapldly her dlrect lnvestment abroad ln

the post-rrerld war II perlodr.f apanese lnvestment ln

Soutb Asla hae been slugglsh and neglJ.glble and

the reglon has yet to real l .ze.  l tchlgh hopes for

increased,.Tapanese lnvei t* . r , t  and asslstance.
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The world has been undergolng many changes,

The process of democratlzatlon ln eastern Europe

the groh,lng lnterdependence of natlonal economles

ano above aLl, the collapse of the Sovlet Unlon as

the $econd super poher of the world, have ended the

Cold War and glven a new shape and dlrectlon to

ln ternat lonal  re la t lons.  The post -co ld War per lod

has certalnly reduced the tradlt lonally lmportant

role of the mll l tary and the role of economlc mlght

has become lncreaslngly  l rnpor tant .  Glven such recent

changes,  . tapan ls  t ry lng to  use l ts  economlc ass ls tance

as a tool to spread lts lnf luence 1n the Thlrd horld

and, to a large extent, the appears to have been

succ€ssfu l  ln  her  manlpulat lons par t lcu lar ly  ln

As1a.  Indta 1s a lso grapppl lng wl th  the new rea, l l t les

both wlthln and outslde Asla. Tterefore, ,Japan and

fnafa are lncl lned to lrnprove thelr ov€r aLl relatlons

constant ly .  Ind la and . Iapan have long been f r lendly

towards each other and part lcularly Indla holds \fapanf s

economle and technologlcal €trength ln hlgh regard.

Slnce Ind lar  s  constra ln ts  of  fore lgn exchange reservea

and th€ debt servlclng have become major dlff lcult les

)-
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1n the process of Indlar s economlc development,

fndla is compelled to expand the value and volume

of her exports and explolt her resources to galn

maxLmum benef1t. To achleve the above-mentloned

obJect l r res Ind la can get  much help f rom JapaD. Ind la,

too, cannot be lgnored by Japan due to the formerts

undlsputed supremacy ln the reglon of South Asla ln

terms of area, population, natural resources and above

al l  1 ts  prest lge and standing ln  wor ld  af fa l rs .

The study of Indo-. lapanese relatlons ls not

only  a hout lne mat ter  but  ts  o f  v l ta l  s t ra teglc ,  econom

and poll t lcal lmportanc€. Slnce Japan has already

Increased l ts  ro le  ln  the wor ld  af fa l rs  and become

an economlc force to be reckoned wlth, any study

on fndo-Japanese relatlons must be obJectlve as r*el l

as penetrat lng,  The subJect  has been studled ln  an

lndependent, lnq;,Crt lal and unblased way free from any

b{ases and proc l lv l t les.  I  have g lven equal  respect

and equal treatmeot to the respectlve approaches,

vlewpoints and poli t les of both Indla and Japan.

fn the preparatlon. of this study I have

rel led pr lmarl ly on of f lc la l  documents and stat lst lcal
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data publlshed by the Japanese Government as well as

on the abundant secondary sources avallable ln the

countrT, some of whlch have been lncluded 1n the

select ,  b lb l lography g lven at  the end of  th ls

study. I have patt lcularly drawn my statlst lcs from

the fo l lowlng sources t

( a ) Flnanclal  stat lst lcs and Dlrect lon of  Trade

Statlstlcs of, the Internatlonal Monetary fund

( r l4F) .

Governmental and seml-governmental publlcatlons

of ,.Tapan and Indla such as numerous whlt-e

papers on International trade, {eP6atg of \TETRO

Japbn; and,reports of t lp Indo-*Iapan Buslness

Comrnlttee of Indla.

( b )

I have also been fortunate in gett lng ln

touch wlth the verA few scholars ln Indla who are

act lv€ ln  the f le ld  of  .Tapanese gtudles.  Thel r

v lews and lns lghts  have great ly  benef l ted me ln

""  
_ :ss ing 

. f  apanese re lat lons wl th  Ind la.

In GhaPter I, I have made an effort to

analyze the var lous factors responslb le for  shaplng
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' rapants forelgn por lcy.6lnce world war rr  r  have
hlqhllghted the factors and forces behlnd the
economlc mlracle of ,Japan whlch made her an lnde_
pendent por l t lcal  €rctor pursulng an lncreasingry
'assertlve 

role ln Asla.

fn chapter II, f have trled to examlne

var lous factors whlch played a v l ta l  ro le ln shaplng

out Indla 's forelgn pol lsy s lnce her lndependence 1n

L947. An ef for t  has been made to evaruate the causes

whlch compelled Indla to adopt a pollcy of non_

allgnment at her lnoependence. It has been shourn

that rndla has arready become a superpoh,er ln south

Asla and she ls etrlvlng to lmprove her relatlons

with al l  the countr les of  Aslan cont lnent.

Chapter II I ,  deals wlth Indo_,.Iapanese relatlons

dur lng the per lod Lg4?-L976.  An ef for t  is  a lso made

to loor at the hlstorlcal t les betr,ueen the two coun-

t r les br le f ly .  fn  th ls  ehapter ,  var lous factors . r re

oiscussed whlch led both Japan and rndla to have

dlvergent  paths on many ln ternat lonar  pol1t lca l  lssues.
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central  polnt  ls  that  Indo-*Iapanese relat lons

conflned to comnerclal and economlq spheres

wlthout  any pol l t lcaI  moor lngs.

fn Chapter IV, whlch 1s the substantlal part

of thls studyr f have evaluated Indo-Japanese relatlons

from L977 to 1999. In thls chapter €ur attempt is made

to exarrlne the lmportant events whlch have taken place

and have had substentlal and la,qtlng effect on Indo-

Japanese retr.at*rms+ Rir effort has been made to eval.uate

the factors whlch have led to dranatlc changes ln

ln ternat lonal  re la t lons which harre resul ted ln  endlnq

the €old War and beraldlng a neh, era dornlnated by

peacefu l  cooperat lon and coord lnat lon.  I t  1s a lso

dlsplayed that economles . ls playlng a very lmportant

ro le  1n the changlng g lobal  context .  fnd la and , tapan

have wldened the l r  contacts  amlost  the changing n l l leu

of i ,rorld PoIlt . lcs.

In cha;lter Vr I have analyzed the prospects of

Indo-Japanese re lat lons dur lng the 1990rs and beyond.

s lnce Japanese economlc anci  po l l t lca l  ln terest  1n Asla
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l s  lncreasJ.ng day by dayr tbe fu ture holds bet ter

prospects for Indo-J apane se Cooperatlon. Indlaf s

deFendence on \Tapan for credlts and transfer of

technology and ,Japanrs need to acqulre faw materlals

from and a blg market for l ts products ln Indla,

have made both countrles interdependent. Both sldes

need each other .  rn  th ls  fact  l les the key to  the

growth of  Indo-gapanese re lat l .ons ln  the years to

corne o

Flnallyr the concluslon sums up the maln

flndlngs of the studyr fn the rapldly chang.tng

internat lonal  s l tuat lon,  malntenance of  reg lonal

peace and b l la tera l  and mul t l la tera l  coop€rat lon

among natlons have acqulred adoeo urgency. I have

evaluated optlmlstlcal ly the prosl-cts of lmprove-

ment  in  Indo-Japanese re lat lons and establ lshment

of  durable peacer  s tab l l l ty  and prosper l ty  ln  the

Asla -Pac4f lc  reg lon through ln ternat lonal  coopera-

t lon.

I aln greatly' ' thankf uI to my supervlsor

DE. t'lohammad l4atrmood, Reader, Department of polltlcal



I
>^4

x 1 1 1

Scleoc€r  Al lgarh l ' lus I lm Unlvers l ty ,  wl thout  whose

guldance and help thls study would not have been

completed.

I am aJ.so lndebted to Professor S. Hbsan

Ahmad, Chalrman, Department of Poll t lcal .sclence,

Allgarh Musllm Unlverslty, Prof. NloLnuzzaf ar Khan,

Prof . $hah l,Iohdnrpd and other teachers for thelr

continuous encouragernent and enllghtenment.

I  fee l  great ly  ob l lged to  the L lbrar lans

and staf f  of Maulana Azad Llbrary, Al. lgarh Musllm

Univers l ty ,  Af lgarhr  r .Tawahar la l  Nehru Unlvers l ty

L lbraryr  New DeLhl t  Ratan Tata L lbrary,  Delh l

School of Economlcsl The Indlan Instl tute of

Fore ign Trade,  New Delh l ;  Th€ Inst l tu te of  Defence

Stuc i les and Rnalyses,  New Delh l l  The Ind lan Councl l

t

of  ; ror ld  Af fa l rs  L lbraryr  New Delh l r

Llbrary, New Delhl and the Centre of

Studles,  A l lgarh I ' tus l lm Unlvers l ty ,

the sapru aouse fuss

Strateglq

Al lgarh.

In part lcular, Mf,. C.N. Vlsbwanathan, Infor-

mat lon Of f lcer  and Sar l ta  Sadaranganl ,  L lbrar lan,  both



F

of \tapan Cultural

helped me a lot  ln

da ta .

x lv

and Informatlon

havlng access

Centre,  New Delhl ,

to the or lg lnal

K.R.  T lwarJ. ,

l'llss Hunra

of  tn t r  r€search

duty 1f I do not acknowledge

recelved from my brothers,

AI I  Khan,  Afae n l l  fhap,

and nephew Afsar A11 Khart.

I  a lso extend my thanks to Dr,

MF. Junald Ahmed, Mlss uzma Haneed and

KhwaJa for thelr support ln the course

h/ork.

I  shall .  f  a1l ln my

the help and encouragement

MF. Asrar Ali  Khan, Abrar

Kamll Khan, Amlr All  Khan

I Last but not the least, I arn thankful for

the labours of S. zahld Hussalnr who typed out the

draft of thls dlssertatlon accur.atery and metlculously.

A11g arhr

November  1 .1993

#
( AdAR i&I )


