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PREFACE

Kumaun is one of the most plctureasque region of
Uttar Pradesh, It embraces the cultural as vell as
geographical varieties, biffefunt ethnic eonpononts; living
in different ecological background, constitute the cultural
complex of the region, Like other hill areas, the hills of
the region have suffered greatly for the laek of
ebmmunication, which has kept the communities 1:01atod'and,
therefore, the changes have been slower. For a long tims,
various tribal and non-tribal communities have been r!sidinz
in 1ts hilly and Tarai plain area, Culturally almost all
the human groups may broadly be divided into two major
groupsy first, the communities who habitat in the region but
do not follow the Kumaun culture and the second, who,
generally, follow the Kumaun culture. Differsnt tribal
ag well as non-Hindu human groups form the former cultural
group, vhile the Kumaun Paharis, who are Hindu by religion
constitute the later one.

Within this freme work, the researcher has made An
attempt to study the "Social structure and organization®
of Rajis, the so-called aboriginals of Kumaun, This work
attempts to anaiyso all the relevant aspects of Raji
community. Besides, the change, with the effect of
Government sponsored schemes, has also been evaluated by tho
researcher., The information have been collected through
quasi participant observation and interview schedule. The
study is holistic and analytical in nature.




The manuseript has been dividod into ten chapters.,
The first chapter deals with the introduction, in which the
ecology of the region and the riviov of the litereture and
studies cond#etea on various tribal comaunities in Ihdia;

have been prosented.

- Chapter second representsthe design of research or
the methodoleogy, which has been used in the study.

Third chapter analyse the social struecture of Rajis,
In this chapter the social profile of the respondents, their
family structure and 'Dhara Structure' have been degeribed,

Fourth chapter deals with the economic structure of
Rajis, The chapter consists the information about the
sources of income, property possession and the expenditure
pattern of Rajis,

Fitth chapter of the mannsoript,kdcscriho: the
marriage and kinship organization of Rajis., The marriage
system among Rajis, their attitudes towards various types of
marriages, and the kinship relations have, intensively, been
analysed in the chapter.

S8ixth chapter‘d.als with the socio-religious pattems
of Rajits soclal life. In this chapter the religious beliefs
and practices, 1ife cycle rituals and the festivals of

Rajis have been presented,




- III -

In the seventh chapter, the political awareness and
participation of Rajis have been discussed. | |

Chapter eighthcontains the information about the
patterns of intra. and inter-tribal relations.

The ninth chapter deals with the changing process,
In this chapter the soeial change aﬁong Rajis has been
deseribed on the basis of modernization and sanskritization,
Besldes the receptivity and resistance of the respondents
towards the ﬁew emerging patterns of socisl relations and
other innovations have been discussed.

The last chapter of the thesis deals with the
Conclusions and Findings of the study.

( BHAGWAN SINGH BISHT )
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