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IX. RA.TI TRIBE TN TRANSTTTON

The soctal change among RaJ 1s ts eonparattvely slov

and" steady r but for last two deead.es the modern pnoeess of

change has been started, ln wtrlch the eomurunlty development

programffi€r trlbal welfare seheme, road. communlcatlon and,

transportatlon and d.emoeratlc pattern of government have

played. an lmportant role ln brlnglng soclo-cultural ehange

among HaJ ts . I{ereove rf there are some othe r faetors

responstble for the soeio-eultural change 1n the RaJ 1

eommunlty. These faetors are malnly relatod. rslth the

Froeess of aceulturat lon. fn thls way the cloeess of socla]

change may broadJg be illvl*ed. J.nto two; the flrst lndlgenous

type of change whtch oecurs wlth the eontaet of thelr

nelghbourlng kunaunls and. other outgroups and. the seeond. ls

1n the fofir of nnod-ern soclal change vhleh subJ ectod. to the

external faetors. The fornner type of the ehange ls related,

wlth the proeass of Kumaunlzatlon, whlch ln broad, s6nse, Bay

be termed. as Hlndulzatlon. Whlle the later ls eoneernqd.

tilth the maln agencles of planned. ehange, uhlch eonsist ln

the forn of eommuntty developnent programme trtbal welfare

schemes and Edueatlon, ete.

In the context of fndlan soclety, sr lnlvae (1966)

has referred. the procosses of sanskrltlzatlon and

westernlzatlon as the two dlmenslons of soclal ehange. He

remarks that the trsanskrltlzatlontr ls the prseess by whleh a
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low-Hlndu-easte or trlbal or other group changes lts eustoms,

rltuals r tdeology and way of 1lfe ln the dlreetton of a hlgh

and. frequently Ftwlee borntr easte. Genarally sueh ehanges

are followed. by elaln to hlgher posltlon ln the I caste

hlerarc[yt than that trad1tlona11y eoneed.ed. to the clalnant

easte by the loeal eommunltyl . In the place of nodcrnlzatlon

Srtnlvas prefers to us6 the teru twesternlzatlonr, slnce tbe

later ls ethnlcally noutral and ln Indla lt lneJ"udes Brltlsh

way of 1lfe, Chrtsttanltyr new technology, edueatlon, htsh

lneoune , natlonaLtsrn, urbanLzatlon and eeeularlsnil" 2. Levy

(1 966) explatns noderrrLnaLlon as a process ln ltght of

lncreaslng technologleal efflcleney and econonte growth. Ils

says, ttA soclety w111 be consldered, more or less nodernlzed

to the extent that lts member use lnanlmate sourees of power

or uso tools to nultlply the effeets of thetr efforbs.

Neither of the elenents 1s elther totatly absent fron or

exelustvely Bresont ln any soclety,,3.

In the present study the researeher r+ants to apply

the two nnodels of soclal- change referred, by $rtnlv&s. The

Sanskrttlzatton on the basls of whleh the tmpact of Kumaun

culturs on RaJls ean bc presented.. Thls process has termed.

1 . $r1n1vas n M.N. ,  nsanskrl t lzat lonn in Soclal Chang6 ln
Modern Indla.  1966.  p 6.

Ibld. r pF 52-53.
Levy, l{.J., Mod.ernlzatlon ancl. the strueture of the

Soelet les .  1966.  p  11 .

1 .

3 .
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as Kumaunlzatlon ln the present study and the mod.erntzatlon
ln the eontext of d.evelopmentr whlch ls the result of planned
and. lnduced ehange brought about by tha nev tschnologXr
educatlon and dlfferent community devolopnent plans. l,Ioreover
the obJect of the pr€sent study ls to hlghtlght the
recepttvlty and reslstanee of RaJ ts toward.s the ehange and
the ageneles of planned socla]. ehange. fn the follow1ng
analysls the researcher has nad,e an attenpt to glve a vlvld,
pleture of the changlng patterns of RaJts.

Krpfunlzaglon

Before the ana]-ysls of the lnpact of Ktrmaunlzatlon on
RaJls the researeher wants to elear the terms rKumaunr and
tKumauntf. The tenn Kumaun denotes to a partlcular
geogranhtcal region whlch eomprt5es three d.lstrlets , vLz.1
Almorar Nalnltal and' Plthoragarh. But orlglnalIy the term
t Kumaunl t was d,e rtvsd fron r Kallkunaunr that rcpresent the
Kumaun eulture tn generaL. Hence the peoplc who rcstde ln
Kumaun 1s not Kunaunt, rather a. pe'sotl rrho fo110rr Kumaun
eulture, ls Kumaunl tn reaL sense.

RaJts are not Kunaaunl by eulturs. They had. thel"r
own way of Ilfe, beltefs and practlees. Butr l lke to nost
of the rnd'lan trlbals, RaJ Ls are alr+rays ln frequent eontaet
vlth Kuuaun lllndus. Alnost all the RaJ t vlllages ars sltuated
nearer to the Kumaun vlllages and, also assoclated. eeononleally
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and. polltlcally wlth them. It 1s obsenred. that the RaJls

have been lnflueneed. by dtfferent tradltlons of the Hlndu

eastes Ilvlng ln the sa^me loeal-lty. By the earLler

dlseusslon wB f lnd, that both the groupsl 1.o. RaJls and.

Kumaun Hlndusl &f€ ln eontaet vlth eaeh other. Ilowever, the

relatlonshlp pabtern and. the nature of the eontaet vary

aeeordlng to thre eeologleal proxlmlty of the both groups.

In Kumaun, Htnd.utsn ls throughout a d.omlnant reltglon,

henee the cultural baekward.ness of RaJ ls r more or 1ess

motlvate lts people to follow sone eomnon and. reLevant

cultural tralts of hlgh caste H1nd.us. But the degree of

aceeptanee of tradltlons of Elnd.us vary fron vll lage to

vlllage as aeeorClng to the nature of relatlonshlps of the

both groups. General\y ln those v1l1ages, where both groups

are ln elose contaetr the nrocess of Kumaunlzatlon ls

recorded mors rather than those vl11ages where there ls less

contact between the both.

In factr HQ see the values and eultural tralts of

RaJ ls €rre lnfLuenced. by Kumaun cultural, and. the way of

thlnklng and actlng to RaJls have transfomed, under the

lmpact of iilndu great trad,rttons. ArL this 1s happening

through the proeess of KumaunLzatlon, but not unrJer the

pressure of Kumaun Hlndus. Thus the lnpaet of Kuu aunlzatlon

may be seer} 1n the sphere of bellefs and. praetle€s of RaJ 1s,

whlch ls clear by the fol1or.rlng analJsls.
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GenerailJ I flanf Kumaun god.s and god.d.esses are

worshlpped by RaJls (see table l+c) . Almost aIL the other

delt les, except Kul Devata, vLz. l4alalnath; Kotgarl,  Bhanarla,

I€talnath, Kanar Devl, Chhurmal ete. tc whom RaJl worshlp are

baslcally Kunaun deltles. But due to the close eontaet rrlth

Kumaunls, Rajls have also started to worshlp then.

MoFeovorr the proced,ure of worshtp and, the rltuallstic

performanees to appease the d.elty are a1tke to Kumaun paharLs.

The pattern of puJa path, the proe€ss of completlon of the

worshlp and., the pattern of lnv1t1ng the relatlves and

frtends llvlng tn other vll lages ls due to the lmpact of

Kunaunlzatlon. Baslcally there was no tradltlon of

eonsultlng the Bratrnln Prlest on d.Lfferent reIlglous

ce rernontes but to-6sy soue RaJ ts , who are eeonomlcally

well-off eonsult the Bratrnln prlest and. perfom all the

eeremonles wtth the help of hln (see table t l3) .  Besldes,

the eelebratlon of d.lfferent life cy61e rttuals vIz.7

Nankaran, Upnayan, Vlvah and. ereuatlon and to propose the

feasts on these oecastons ts due to t,he lmpact of Kumaun

eu]-tural. Basleally RaJts had. no any trad.ltton of the

celebratlon of, llfe eycle rltuals other than Vlvatr. But

today the mal ortty of RaJ ts cerenonlze the Namkaran and

tAnteehthl Sanskarr apd a smaJ-l nunber of persons celebrate

upanayan sanskar too (see table 4Z). General ly the

trad.ttlon to offer presents to the frlend,e partleularly ln
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d'lfferent rellglous and rttualLstlc cerenonles, uas not
prevalent aaong RaJ 1s but tod.ay a eertaln slgment of RaJ 1
Feople, vtu. l  who are eeonomleal ly welt._off ,  have started.
thts patt6rn. lt 1s merely the lnltatlon of Kunnaun lllnd.us
(see table 52) .  Besldes,  RaJls malnta ln sone eerta ln
eommensa]. taboos and. d.oes not talre the kaeheha food, from the
unuarrled's, and thus they are eonselous about eoneept of
kaeheha and pakka food. ( see tEble 1 8) . rt ls also a followed.
eonmensal behavlourr other$rtse, the lsolated RaJls had not
such pattern of thlnklng and reasonlng" Moreover, they also
dlfferenttate the untouehables from ottrer hlgh eaete Hlndus,
whlle, prevlously they had not any such reasonlng to maks
eomparlson aaong Low and' hlgh castes. Henes RaJ ls nalntaln
a eertatn soclal dlstanee wlth untouchables and. avold.
lnterdlnlng relatlons- rn the same wayr u6 a].so obsenre the
lnfluenee of Kumaun culture on theJ.r socla]._lnteraetlons.

Partleularly BaJlsr &s l*[r. Tral11 has renark€d, under the
pretentlon of royal 0rlgln abstaln fron offerlng to any
lntllvldual, whatever h1s rank, the usual eastern salutatlon,
and also stated. that there 1s a total d.lsslmilltud.e of
language between the RaJ is and Kumaunls. But tod,ay some
RaJ ts ar€ observed paxlng fonnal salutatlon to the outstdErs
and. lnsplte of thetr own local language they frequcntly speak
the Kumaun Patrarl language wlth Kunaunls and. also so*e broken
H1nd1 wlth outsld.ers.
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Thus, RaJ ts are fo1Iow1ng some relevant and g€neral

eultural tralts of Kuuaunls through the proeess of firmasp{-

zat.lon and sonetlmes they ar6 observed. to clalm the hlgh

caste Hlnd.u RaJput of Kumaun. But 1n reallty, they are ln

the process of lnltatlon of Kumaun culturer henee faelng

the d.lfferent problems of aeeulturatlon.

Other ngasures olq soctal change

$lnce 1967t when RaJl tr lbe was deelared as a

sched.uled trtbe, a nunber of nelfane progranmes have been

launched by State as well as by Central government. In thls

regard sone maJor lnlt lat lves are taken by U.P. Har$an and.

Soclal Walfare Departnent and Red. Cross Soclety and brought

about some soclo-eeononle ehanges 1n the eonmunlty. Almost

al-l the RaJ ls are benefltted. by those organl zat tons . Besldes ,

und.er the rehabllltatlon sehene, some resld.ent&al faclllt les

have been provlded to RaJ ls and thus they are leavlng the

tradltlonal pattern of thelr abodes. In the polttlca1 fleld

they exercl-se ad.ult franchlse ln v1I1age Punehayat electlons

as well  as 1n general elect lons. Ihus the denoeratlc forr

of the governurent has ehangeci thelr tradttlonal polltleal

eareer. They are glven eonpulsory prlmary ed.ucatton to

remove thelr l l l l teracy. Moreover, the fac1l l t les of

transporbatlon ha.ve also lnflueneed, d.treetlJ or lndlreetl.y

thelr oeeupatlonal structure and eeonomy. But the h111

regton, belng lsolated fronn the urban and lnd,ustrlal aroas,

ls less effected. by thelr lnf luences. However, 1n eourse of
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tlme the noblllty of RaJ ts may be extended. to the urban and.

lndustrlal areas r wlth the effect of the fac111tles of

transportat ionr coamunlcatlon as well  as of the ed.ucatton.

All these changes ar6 due to the effect of the agencles of
planned soelal change. fn respect of the soelo-eeonomte

development of BaJ ls , the flrst o roJ eet was prepared. durlng

flfth flve year plan and lts lnnplementatlon started. fron the
year 1977-78 wlth 1 c0 per eent central asslstanee . rn the
proJect the naln sehenes wers as sueh; the house eonstruetlon,

the agrlcelltural. d evslopnent r the bulloeks purchaslng, the
anlnal husbandryl the hortieulture, the health nutrltton,

the eooperatlons and. to prov1d.6 the drlnklng water faetllty.

Besldes , tho ed,ueatlon, the women r*elfare s cheme , the

enployment generattng sehenes and. tallorlng sehemes have
also been propoged, to lmprement 1n the RaJ t eonmuntty\.

Thusr He see the varlous type of the sehenes have been

launched' for the soelo-economlc upllftr,rent of Raj 1s. Hence

the ualn obJect of the present study ts to Eeasure the

receptlvlty and resletance of respond.ents towar-ds the ehange

and the ageneies of planned. soclal changs.

One of the varlous faetors responslble for the

tlltteracy anong RaJ ls ls the lack of sehool faellit les ln
thelr own localr.ty. Though the governrnent has proJ eeted to

tof RaJl 'i A PrlmltioJ"f rrbar c*oub oi-ui["t pradesh,Slxth plan, l,{areh 1gB1-. pp tg_3,_:
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provlde edueatlon faelllt les and four rAganbarhlr sehools
llp to Junlor Prlmary standards ar€ runntng 1n d,lfferent
RaJ t vll lag@s r vlu. I Khlrdr^rart, Klmkhola, chlfaltara and,
Kantoll and the rest vtllages ar6 expeeted. to have thrs
facl-ltty to comlng years. rn the present stu{y the researeher
found thnt there are only l+ (b.I+tl$) respondentsl who are
educated up to prlmary standard. (see table g). Ihe root
cause of the mass l1l l teraey among RaJls 1s the soclo-
eeonomlc backward,ness and the laek of avareness, At
present RaJ ts s.re ln the transltlon of food gatherlng and
labour eeonoqy ' A perso,, as soon as he attalns the age of
s1x eonstltute the tnportant eeonomle unlt r arld how courd a
famlly lose hlnn or her for an Eneeonoutc pursult llke
e d.ueatlon . I{enee the chlldren are put on the J obs of
grazlng cattres or lookafter the lnfants Ln the home. Thus
RaJts do not have any lnterest 1n the ed.ueatlon.

At pTesent the goverrrment has mad,e an attenapt to
ereate thelr lnterest by provldlng the chlldren soue
certaln tneentlves, l1ke -qtatlonery, unlform and. mtd-day
meal tn free of cost. rn sueh sltuatl0n 83 (92.22%)

respond'ents are agree to send thelr chlldren to scho'f ,
whlLe 7 Q.78fr) respondents possess antl-education att l tude.
Generally, the respondents who are yery o].d, econonleallJ

dinrossed and eonservatlve d,o not agnse the nodern edueatlon
system and always urotlvate the chlld.ren to oeeupy thelr
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trad.ltlonal Frofesston by glvlng them varlous

thelr anee$tors. However, the att l tud.e of the

ls of aseend.tng nature.

exauaples of

re spond.ent s

TABIfi 57
A'TTTTUDE TOWANDS EDUCATTON

Edueatlonal pattern Frequeney Pe reantage

Tradttlonal

Modern

None

* ;

7

92.22

7 . 7 8

TotaI 90 1 00 .00

Table 6B contatns the data regard.lng the attltud.e of
the respondents, whether they uould perrnlt thelr youths
(uale) to work elsewhere or not. In reallty the Baln obJ oet
of the researeher ls to measurs the soclal moblllty among
RaJts and the13 attltud.es toward.s soelal moblltty. rn thls
re iard 69 (f6.67%) respondents are agree to pemit thelr
male fanl3y nenbers to go elsewhere for Job only when they
are offered the J ob opportunltles . g (1 ?. oa/.) respond.ents
are not ln favour of work outslde thelr eonmunlty and. 12
(13.33fi respondents are neutral. rt seems thoee RaJl
resBondents vho had. never been outslde frou thelr onn
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loeallty and, want to malntaln a separate lsolatlon from

outslders r are not ln favour to send thelr famlly nembers

elsewhere for work. However, the naJorlty of the RaJls are

ln the pf,oeessr and. aeeept soctal nobl l l ty.

PERMISSION TO WOAK ELSEI.IEERB

I

Respondents

Pereentage

69

76.67

9

1 0 . 0 0

1 2

1  3 . 3 3

90

1 00 .  00

Attltud.g_ loward.s ld.eaL oecunat,lon

In ord.er to trace out the occupatlonal moblllty anong

RaJls bhe respondents are asked to state their cholce about

d.lfferent types of oeeupatlons. ft ls found that the

naJor l ty  of  the rsspondents,  1.e.  B0 (88.8gfr1 g lve f l rs t

prlorlty to the j obs uhleh ls more noney orlented. and onlJ

10 (11 .11i { , )  respondents Blve f l rs t  pr lor{ ty  to prest lg lous

J obs . In the se cond p rlorlty r the maxlmun t+a (l+6 . 67ft)

rsspondents prefer the Job whleh ls moTB secure, beeauso l t

provides the pertanent sorlree of lncomd and ln the thlrd.

prlorl ty nraxlmum 3O (33.33#) respondents prefer the

oecupatlon that brlng economlc prosperlty ln Ilfe. 0D the

contrary, the Job that provtdes the eoupany of honourable

persons ls  pr* ferred.  a least .
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It ls, thus obvlous that the Job ln whlch the RaJls

ean eartr more noney, and. also the Job whleh provldes the

securlty of employment and, a].so the Jobs whlch are helnful

ln pefsonallty d.evelopnent and eeonomlc prosperlty ar6

preferred respeetlvely 1n d.escend.ing nanner. rt  ls so

because of the eeonomle backwardness -and. aeute poverty

prevalent among RaJ ls , The food.r the elothes and the absde

are prtnary thlngs, wh1le the honour, rsspeet and the

prest lBe 1s seeond.ary for RaJ ts . Hence the prestlglous

Jobs and the Jobs that provlde the eoupany of honourable

psrsons are p refe rred Ie ast by the re spond.ents .

TABLE 69
PREFERENCE TO OCCUPATIOI. TN ORDEN OF PRIOFTTIES

Ind.lcators e renc
of

f lnd

Pne stlglous

Eelpful ln personallty
development

lulore money ortenteC

$eeurlty of J ob

Provlde the eonpany of
honourable persbns

Ilelpful ln prosperlty

1 o  ( 1 1 . 1 1 )

8 t  ( 88 .89 )

1 2  ( 1 3 . 3 3 )

1 6  ( 1 7  . 7 8 )

I  ( E . 8 9 )

42 (46 .69)

1  ( 1  . 1 1 )

1 1  ( 1 2  . 2 2 )

16 (1  7  .78)

21 (30.  oo)

(15  ,16 )

( 3 . 3 3 )

(33 .33)

1 4

3

3c

TOTAI, gc (1 ]c .  c0) go(1 oo.oo)  93 (1 oo.oo)
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Goal of 1lfe

$alvatlon, aecord.lng to the Hlndu nythology 1s the

u].tlmate goal of human 1lfe. RaJ 1 who pr€tend to bo Hlndu

by rellglon are not aware even wlth the general tralts of

Hlnd.u re11glon. fn thts regard. the respond,ents have been

asked. to state the ultlnate goal of thelr l1fe. ft 1s

found that Bc (B8.Bg%l resnondents are of t i re oplnlon

that the economle prosperlty 1s the ul-tlnate goaL of human

l1fe . hlhlle 1 I (17 .11fi) respondents eonsld.er that the famlJy

welfare ts the u1tlmate goal of human llfe. In faet, RaJls

atre not faml,llar uJ.th Hlndu nythology. The maln eause of

thls lgnoraneo ls 11Ilteraey. Ilenco r thelr tdeas ar€

clreumstantlal or the result of thetr envlronment. fn faet,

RaJts are very nnueh poor and eentrallsed around the

fulfl lnent of eeonomtc necessltles, hence thelr vlerr polnt

ls d.lreet1y motlvatod by the econonle factor.

TABTE 70.

GOAL OF ITFE

amlly Eeonomlc Y8- e1a etal
fa rlt eurlty t1 n rest

Fraqueney 10

P e r e e n t a g e  1 1 . 1 1

Bo

88 .89

9c

1 C 0 . C 0
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Altltud.e toward.s the ltens necessgry fpr ccmnunlty welfale

At present many welfare sehemes have been lntrodueed.

for the soelo-eeononle upllftnent of tUJf eonmunlty. fn thls

regard. the researeher has trled to understand. the attltudes

of RaJls toward,s the ltems to whleh they conslder noeessall

for eommunlty welfare. It ls found. that the nal orlty of the

responr len ts r  1 .eor  77  (85 .56%)  t rea t  the  rmoneyt  as  a

lmportant f aetor for the communlty welfare. Wrlle only 13

(14.\4#) respond.ents are of the vle,,r that the educatlon ls

neeessary l tem for the salc purpose. Thus we see RaJls, tn

generalr are lncllned to the eeonomle faetor and eonstd.er

lt for the nultlfarlous d.evelopnent of the eommunlty.

Neverthelessr some Rajls are nore ratlonal- and eonsclous

wlth the lmportanee of edueatlon and treat 1t essentlal for

eonnunlty welfare. I'hus the avallab]-e d.ata reveals the

changlng pattern of attltud.es and also the reeeptlvlty of

the respondents toward.s mod.ern processes of soclal change.

TABLE 7I
ATTTTUDE TOWARES TI{E ITEMS NECESSANY FON COMMUNTTY gESEIOPMEI{T

i  Educatlon i Destlny Money Total

Respondents

Pereentage

1 3

1 I+.41+

77

85 .56

9o

1  30 .00
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Imnact of sovemraent sponsgred schgqgs

As already has been mentloned that the vartous welfare

sehemes have sponsored by State and Central governnent for

the soclo-cultural development of RaJ 1s. Slnce RaJ 1s have

constantly been benefl t te'L by these sehcmes, henee the r€s-

pondents are asked to state thelr attltude toward.s the

lmpaet of Bovernment sponsored. sehenes. The Cata reveals

that the maxlmum 6f (66,67,fi respond.ents are of the oplnlon

tha.t the lmpact of, government sponsored. seheme ls beneflclal

and. has brought the eeonomlc prospertty ln the eommunlty.

hlh1le 30 (33.33Fi respondents have contra{p oplnlon and, state

for the least beneflts of the sehetsB.

la,BtE 7g
IMPACT OF GOVIT}1NMENT SPONSONED SCHEI'{ES

EDequeney Pereentage

Helpful ln

Communlty

None

eeonomle d.evelopment

d.ls organlzatlon

60

3o

66.67

33 .33

TO?AI 90 1  0 0 . 0 0

To measure the lnpaet of the sehenes on d.lfferent

vlllages r the data have cross tabulated. wlth the vll lage-

wlse respond.ents. rt 1s fcuncl that the 100 per cent

rssnondents fron the vll lage Khlrdwarl, Bhoktlnra, Ganagaon
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and. Kantoll, told- for the good lmpaet of these schenes.

Moreover ,  12 (85.72%)t  T $3.85t r )  and Z (22.22/6)  respondents

rsspeetlvely from the vltJ.age Klmkhola, Chauranl- and AuJ-tart

also expressed. thetr poslt lve response and sald the

government sponsored schemes have brougtrt the econoule

prosperlty ln our v111ag6s. tr lhl le 2 (11+.28/) ,  6 (45 .15F,)

and 7 07.78fi)  r€spond.ents fron the sam6 vl l Iages possess

eontrary attltudes towards the tmpact of government sponsored

sehemes. Moreoverr 1 AO per eent respondents from the vl l lage

Chtfaltara and Mad.anpurt, also possess adverss attltudes

toward.s the lnpaet of goverrrment sponsored sehemes, Generally

the re$pondents, who state for the t none I lmpaet of the

Sovernment sponsored. sehe6ss, are heard. to say that the

governnent d.1d nothlng for we people. In reallty the people,

vho are not asslsted. so far by the government, advocate for

the I none t tupact whlle the respondents vho are provtdod any

factllty under these sehenes plea for the beneflelal lnpaet

of the government sponsored. sehemes. Henee the people of the

sane v111age possess poslttve and eontrary attltude about

the lmpact of the welfare schones. It ls elear fron the

followtng table 73,
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TABI,E 73
VITLAGE-WISE IMPACT 0F G0VERNIIEN"I SPONSORED SCHEI,{ES

VlLlages e1pful 1nI
econonle I d"lsorganl- I None Total

zatl

Aultarl

Bhoktlrva

Chauranl

Chlfaltara

Ganagaon

Kantoll

Ktnkhola

ISrtrdwarl

Madanpurt

2 (22. '22)

3 ( toc .oc )

7  (5 : .95)

O

1 5  ( 1  c o . o o )

1  1  ( 1  o o . o 0 )

12  (85  .72 '

1 o  ( 1  o c . o c )

7  Q7.78)

a

6 ( t6 .1  5 )

8 ( 1 C o . C o )

2 ( t  + .28)

7  (1  Co.oo)

g  ( 1 c 0 . 0 0 )

3  ( 1 C o . o 0 )

1  3  (1  oo .  co )

I  ( 1 O O . o o )

1 5  ( 1  r O . o O )

1  1  (1  03 .00 )

t h  ( 1 o o . o o )

1 o  ( 1 o o . o o )

7  (1  C0 .00 )

TOTAT 50 (66.671 3o (33 .33) 9 O  ( 1 0 0 . 0 0 )

4i!1tu$9 tPwalds pennltt4gE the u,ntogcFables- at the .tenete
+nA water sgurce

In Kumaun vllJ.ages the sehed.uled. easte members are not

alloued. to vlslt at the temples and water souree of savarn

Hlnd.us, and they nalntaln thelr own temples and. the water

souree. Generally it happened. due to the feellng of,

untouchablllty. RaJls who present thenselves as hlsh easte

Htndu havel thereforer &sked to state thelr att l tud.es whether

they pernlt the untouchables 1n thelr tenples and drlnklng

water soure6. In thls regard the researeher found. that the
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mal or{ty of the respond,ents , 1. e . fu (60 . )j7!,) are qutte

neut ral and 3O (40 . )l):,,i) respond ent s forbad.e the untouchable s

to vlslt ln the temple. l,Jlr11e the 100 per cent respondents

permlt them to vlsi t  at the d.r inklng water souree. In fact,

armost all RaJls malntaln a eertaln dlstanee ulth

untouehables but the reslstance eanaelty of RaJls ls

conparatlvely lesser than the nelghbouring Kumaunts. Henee

ln splte of the acute feeltng of untouehablltty the RaJ ls

ean not d.etalI strletly the untouehables to vls1t to the

temple and drlnklng water sourees.

TABL$ 7b
ATTITTJDE TOWANDS PJINMMTING TEE III{TOUCII,ABIES TO VISTT AT

TM,IPIE AND WATtrN SOUNCE

Neutral

Temple

l'late r souree 9o troo.oo) 
36 (,*o'co) fu tul 'oo) 90

90

(1 oo .  oo)

(1cc .0c )

MeanJ.ne of tr,adltlon and moderntty

Trad.ltlon and nnod.ernlty are the contrary tems,

generally used to d.escrlbe the fonn of soelety. rn ttrls

approach the basle hypothasls 1s that the soclal strueture of

ths tradttlonal soelety w111 be stmple honogeneousrstatte,
/
helosed.rpartlcularl.stle, ascrlptlve and les:_ 

Hf"""lt1"L"d':
5. Parsong. t.r Bvorutlonary unlversals ln soclety.

Amerlean Soclologleal Fevlew. June 196).
pp 339-357.
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In the sense the soclal structure of, RaJ 1s 1s trad1tlonal

beeause lt embraees all the basle charqeterlstles of a

tradltlonal soelety presented. by Parsons. fn thls regarrl the

researcher has trted to assess thelr rat lonal l ty and

conselousness about ths eoneepts of trad.J-tlon and nod.ernlty

and asked a multl-eholce questlon to d,lrect thelr answer in

sone partlcular aspects . rt ls found. th at Bl (91 .oo%)

respond'ents renarked. that the trad.ltlon woulrl nean the thlngs

nust be as usual, whlre g (1,1 . oo%) respond.ents d.ear wlth

the eonservatlve tcleas. Thus we see that the Raj ls lnterpret

the tenn ln rlght s€Bsee but they are not eonsen$us about tts

re a]. ne a"nlng ( se e table

MoTeoverr ln regard. of the meanlng of modernlty the

mal orl ty of the respondents , 1. o. 83 (gp .ZZ.%) , analJs6 l t

as the new technlques of the work and I G.ZZfr) relate 1t to

the sclentlfte ld.eas, whlle 5 $.56/) respondents who

generally belong to old age, express tJretr lgnorance wlth

mod-ernlty. Thus we can say that the maJorlty of RaJls are

eonsclous wlth the energlng new technology and wlth the

effect of sclence, hence they d.eaL nodernlty r' lth new

technleues of work and selenttfle ld.eae ( see tablo ?6) .
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TABTE 7'
MEAIIfNG 0F TFuiDfTfON

hlnSs pprovs soe onsema lve Totalus behav ur dea

Frequeney

Pe reentage

B1

9 1 . 0 0
9

1 0 . 0 0
9o

1  0 0 . 0 0

TARIJ 76
I4EA}IT$G OF MODERNITY

Frequeney B:

Pereentage gZ.Zz

n]"ques
the Lr

ow tec h- l$elentt-
o f I  f lc

de
{w"rte rn l-secu-
ia'*;;l*]fl;"Inaklng None flotal

fe

5 9 0

5 .56 1 oo. co

2

2 . 2 2

rn modern rnd'la, varlou*q sehemes have been fornulated.
to provlde the eeonomte asslstanee to the baekvard, and d.oun
trodd'en seet-Lon of the soclety. Antyotr.aya sehene 1s also
one of them. rn thls regard the respond.ents are asked.,
r'rhether they woulcl aeeept the econonle grants under the
seheme ' rt ls found that 1 lc per eent Fespondents ane agrge
to have the asststanee.

fn fact, RaJls arc eulte awang

types of welfare sehemes under whleh

wlth the varlous

they ean get the
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Dreseribed. agsLstanee and, henee they always pursue the

eoncernlng offlelals for gettlng the economtc assistanco

antl Io&n.

Demand f.or. sc{entlflc gnstrlungnt*s eBd othgr ,lnnovatlons

As already been mentloned., RaJls ars ln the transltlon

of fosd gatherlng and labour eeonomy, but the governnent has

proJeeted soae eertaln plans for thetr agrleultural developnent,

housc construetton anc antmal husbandrx so that they ean have

permanent settlements and developed agrleuLtural econony. But

the suecess of any proJect, lmplles 1n the skl1l and honesty

of the persons or offlelals who lnplenent lt, and also on

the ahrarcness and ratlonallty of the achlevers to whon the

proJeet ls eonoerned.

fn thl,s stuqy the researcher has tr1e0 to und.erstand.

thelr awareness towards the selentlflc lnstrunents and other

lnnovatlons anttr also thelr aettveness to aehteve them through

dlfferent demands. It 1s found, that 73 (81 .11%) respond.ents

always denanri the unotlern scl-ent1f1e lnstnrments for better

agrleulture and al.so for wood crafts a"nd. tal1orlng. ldFrtle

12 (l8.Bgfr) respondents &rB eulte passlnltlc and never d,emand

for any sclentlfle lnstrunent.

In realLty I ttre respondents who aFs asslsted. und,er

any sehene, and also awar6 wlth d.lfferent schemes antl" the

lnst rrrraents sanctloned for them, always demand for the
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e s sentlal s clentlflc lnstruments and othe I lnnovatlon-s fo r

eomnunlty developnent. Wh11e the rest, who have never been

provlded. any faclllty are passl-nltle, hence d.o not apply for

any salenttf,le lnstrurnents and other lnnovatlons for the

eonmr,rnlty.

rABrE 77
DE!{.AI{D FOR SCIENTIFIC INSTRUMENTS AI{D OTHER INNOVATIO}IS

Respondents

Persentage

73

8 1  . 1 1

1 7

t B . 8 9

90

1 00 ,00

0nlnlog about gottqpe tndustrles

RaJls d.o not have any peeullar sklll and, offleleney

1n eeonomJ,e fleld. Thetr eeonony ls qulte baekward, vhlch ls

depend on the erud,e agr{.eu1ture, labour and, food gatturlng.

Heneer the governmant ln ord.er to supplenent thelr tneone

and also to tnprove thclr economy has proposed, to lmpart

tralnlng so that they can set up sone cottage lndustrles

and other suppl€nentanir Jobs other than agrlculturo and.

labour. In thls eoncern the governrnent has proJected. a plan

to traln up then for the corlectlon of forest produce,

tallsrlng, wood turnary and manufactur{-ng of wood.en ar"tle1es

and. toys. So that RaJls ean take the nesgssary step 1n
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setttng up &lfferent eottage lndustr1es. Ihe researcher,

therefore, has uad.e an attenpt to und.erstand thelr oplnlon

about eottage lnd.us trles . rt is observsd, that 5, ( 61 . 1196>

respond onts helng provlcted the es s entlal faelllt les , are

agree to set up cottage lnd.ustrae s 1n thelr vil lages and.

wants to prepare wooden artlcles and some are interested ln

anlnal huebandry, poultry farm and the naJl wonen aro

lnterested. 1n tallorlng. rfowever, there ar6 35 (39 .gg%)

regpondents who have no lnterest to set up any eottage

lnd-us t ry . Malnly , the re s pond ents due to the lr lgno rancs ,
ldleness and passlveness, do not want to tafte any lnltlatLve

ln thts d.lrEctlon and. state flnnly for the monetary grant n
so that they ean purehase the essentlal eomnodltles for thelr

subslstence, sueh as buffaloes or eows for mllk and, bulloeks

for ploughlng the fle1d.. Thus w6 ean say that the lgrroranee

&s wel]. as the lrlleness of RaJls 1s the neln hlndranee ln the

vay of theJ.r Cevelopment.

TABI,E 78
OPTNTON ABOUT COTTAGE TNDUSTN.IES

Respond.ents

Pereentage

55
6 1  , 1 1

35

38 .89

90

1  00  . 00
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Attltude lowards transnortgblon and eommunleatloE

For a long tlme n the reglon of Plthoragarh hl]-le have

renalned lsolated. fron road communleatlon. The mob1llpf of

the people was very slow. Henee, the naln causo of the

backwardness of RaJlsr and. of the statlc nature of thelr

soeletyr le the laek of the eontact wlth outslde world and

a].so the laek of transportatlon and eomnunlcatlon.

The neans of eommunleatlon and transportation aro the

pouerful- tnstnrnents of soelal change. The eomnunleatlon hag

an utmost fuoportancs ln soelety. It is responslblc for the

soclo-cultural developnent of the soctety. pool (196il hae

remarked.r ttvhsn new rtads , newspapers I rad,1o, televtslon,

movles or books eone lnto soelety, poucrful effeets can

usually be obserrred. Changes follow ln the way peopl-s thlnk

and 1n the thlngs they value. . .. .The young eonslder ycu

alternatlves ln l1fe that nay shoek the oId, ... To undernlne

trad.ltlonal values, lntroduelng neu klnds of nusle, new klnd.s

of drama, nev polltleal- bellefsrr5.

Thus the neans of eonnunleatlon and transportatlon are

lmmenee lmporbance r malnly 1n brlnglng a eertaln alteratlon

the l:lfe of the peopLe. The settleuents of RaJ ls have boen

of

in

6. Pool, I.D.S. I Connmunleatlon and Developnent. publlshed. tn
SPAN.  Dee .  1969 .  p  3 .
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lsoIated. from the road.s . Even to-day, the re are some ReJ 1

peoples who never seen the automoblle. Thus the lack of

road. eommunlcatlon ls one of the maJor eause of the

baekwardne s s of F.aJ ls .

fn the present study the respondents are asked to

expross thelr oplnlon about the road eonmunlcatlon and

transportatloh. It ls found. ttrat T8 (86. 67fi respondents

are of the oplnlon that the facll1t1es of road, eommunlcatlon

nust be available ln our areas so that the young people ean

go outsj-de for earnlng thelr livelihood. Whlle 12 (13.33fr)

r{ospond.ents are neutral 1n thls regard. Thus the naJortty

of the nal I people are tn favour of road eommuntcatlon and,

also thtrrk lt essEntlal for eonmunlty d.eveloptsent.

ATTTTuDE Tou'AaDS ro'tffio* ArrD TnAlrspoRTATroN

T _^=o I
Noutra]'

Rcspondent s

Pereentage

7B

86.67

1 2

1  3 . 3 3

90

1 t0  .00

The respondents are further asked. to state thelr

eholee whether they would pTefer to go outsld.c for work,

the road eomnunlcatlon fae1l1ty ls nrovldsd to them. ft

found. that fu (6x.OAf,) respond,ents ar€ keenly lnterested

1f

1s

to
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go outslde for work and 11 (12.22%) female respond.ents are

not ln favour to go outslde. How€ver, 25 QT.T\%) respon-

dents are neutral and express thelr Lncapab11lty to go

outslde r neverbheless, they also adnlt the lmportance of

road eonmunleatlon (Table 8C).

Thusr sc ean say that Ralls are aulte eonselous about

thelr baekwardness and henee they deslr; to r€movo lt by

applylng the means sf transportatlon and. other lnnovatlons.

TAEI,E BO
MoBrtrrg 0F TRE RESPONDENTS, W:trrl THE ETFECT 0F noAD

COMMI]NICATION

Y
t

Respondents

Pereentage

f)
50.  oc

1 1

12 .22

25

27.78

Radlo lletgFlne ba}lts

At present, the rneans of conmunleatlon and broadcastlng

have eonstantly been d.eveloplng wtth the effect of modern

technolo8X , The rad,lo, newspape rs , elnena and televlslon

aro the most pravalent nedla of eommunlcatlons as ueIL s.s

of the recreatton. But a].]. these neans can be ava1lab]-e

only ln town and in sone d.evelopsd nrral areas. But the

rural areas whleh have been tsolatetl from road, eomnunleatlon



i:l
1, ,1
* l l

, Q l
\ 7 1

q l
F I
i l

IJi,,\ /  ,
dr,

4Rltlg u. rE
}t'ror;ltltY oE TFe RGs(oxpsws r^IIw4 TAE etse(f op

Ro4D cotrrrtultt cAffolt

No iturfnf



,

266 -

and- eleetrlfleatlon eannot get the beneflt of newspapers,

elnema and televlslon. However, the radlo seems to be most

eoRvenlent uedla of eorununleatlon and reereatlon for them.

It ts, of courser a best medla through whlch the vl]-lagers

know nueh better about the Loeal as welL of the natlonal-

lnternatlonal matters . Moreov€rr sone partlcular prograunas

ent broadcasted only for the beneflt of v1L1agers. The news

about government werfare setremes, health and santtoqr

eon&ltlons and. the progranmes for far"ncrsrwonen and.

chtldren arg dlssemlnated. through the radlo.

Besldes, the neus hu].letln are aleo broad.castcd and

the people ean get the eurrent need.s about natlonal and,

lnternatlonal affalrs, sports and, employnent eond,ltlons.

Moresv€r, the radlo also provlde the entertalnrnent faclllt les

through dlfferent uusle and dranatlc progrannes. Thus, rad.lo

ls the nost useful and. multlpur?ose nsans of eonmunleatlon.

fn the present study the researeher has trlEd. to flnd

out the radto l-lstenlng hablts and the progranngs whlch

they Ilhe Eost. The d.ats. have been presented. ln the fotlowtng

table 81 .

TABI,E 81
TLIDIO LISTENTNG HABTTS

etlmes SpeclaJ. Hever Total

Fruquency
Peroentagc

1
1 . 1 ' l

1 7
1 B . B g

7z
80.oo

90
100 .oc l

a

-
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The table deplcts that only one (1 .11f,) respondent

listen negularly the radlo anCr 17 (1 B.8g%) respondents are

there who sometlnes J.lst€trr whlle most of the respondents

1. s .  r  72 (Bt. c\f ,)  never l lsten the rad.lo. Motleover, the

respond.ents who generally llsten the rad"lo are further asked

to state the F].aee of radlo llstenlng. It J.s found that

1 (5 .56%) r'e spond ent has got the radlo at hone, and,

thereforel l tsten tt  Ln hle own restdeneel nhl le 1l+ (77.78%I

rsspondents llsten the rad.io at the market place and the

renalnlng 3 (16.67fi rospondents have no arty pemanent

place of rad.lo J-tstenlngl they oceaslonalSy llsten lt ln

ally p1ace. The d.ata regardlng the plaee of radlo llstenlng

are glven ln the fo11ow1nb table 84.

TABI,E q2

PTACE OF RADTO ITSTE}ITNG

I s"'" {ol3;;" f* :H-l"rkct lnr'ewrrere I
fotaL

FrequgncTf 1

Percentage 1.56

1 l+

77 ,78

3

16.67

1 8

1 00  .00

Besldes the respondents are al.so asked

prcgranmes whlch they llke most 1n r"adlo, It

that nost ly the r6spond.ents,  1.€.  r  1l+ 177.78%) prefer musle

and the songs , rrhl].e the r.e st l+ (ZZ.ZZfi) r€spond.ents aro

not lnterested ln eny programmes, but they slmply l-tsten ths

to

ts

state the

obs errycd.
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s ound and get s,rnusement. f n f act , RaJ 1s , who gene rally

llsten the rad,lo, Co not und.erstand. the aetual meanlng of

the programmes. The language 1s the naln problen for then.

On the other hand,, the person who possesses the radlo do

rrot know to ad.Just the meter ln the proper statton and,,

thereforer get on the raclo and llsten the sound. only.

Thus, lt ls obvlous that the radlo for RaJls ts a

twond.ert, hence whenever they Ileten the sound of the rad.lo

get extremely happy snd. reveal a atupld behavlour. fr

realtty r the mas s 1111te raey I eu1-tura1 baekwardne s s r aeute

poyerty and the lsolated settlenent have deprlved then from

al]. the nodern technology and the mass nedla eorrmunlcatlong.

TAqI,E 8?
THTENF TED PROGRAI{ME IN NADIO LISTENI}IG

c &l Non€ TotalI Programnes I News I
rfor f_arqe rs Ibulletln I songs lonly sound,I

l

Frequency

Pereentage

1l+

?7 .78

l+  18

22.22 1 0C .00

Thue the analysls reveals

through the transltlonal per:lod.

tn the proeess of Kumaunlzatlon

and relevant featuros of Kumaun

that the RaJ ls arc passlng

On the one hand. they ars

and fol-Lorrlng sone eoulmon

culture, and vlth thc result
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faclng uany problems or' acculturatlon. 0n the other hand,

they ars d'eepJy effactad fron the norlern proeass of ehange,

l.e. from nodernLzatlon. trn thts regard the rasearcher

found' that the RaJ ls are ln the Fro€css of aceepttng the

new energlng pattelns of soclal relatlons and other

lnnovatlons.




