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VITT. TNTRA AND INTER-TRIBAI REI"ATIONS

In nod.ern s oclsf,y , the study of lnte ractlon proee s s

ls of great fu'cportance. In fact, the trlbal eommunltles

of today are no longer 1n a state of isolat lonl they are

comlng ln contaet wlth other communttles llvlng ln the

nelghbourtng areas. As & result of the lnteracttons

among these Feopl-es of d,lfferent groups the sphere of thetr

lnter-r€ltrtlons has gone rrlder, But the study of such

X11bal groups, whlch are markeC by thelr eeologlcal

lsolat lon, soclo-€cononle baekward.ness and strong ln group

feellngs ln thelr cultura]. llfe r uey be helpful ln glvlng

the 'olcture of aceulturated trlbes, 0n the other handr the

trlbal eommunttles whlch are not 11vlng 1n lsolatlon and

grad.ually conlng ln eontaet of other human groups and

generally lnteract wlth the peopl-es of i l lfferent trtbal

and rlofr-trlbal eoarnunltles ean only present a rellable

plcture of the lnteraetlon pattern of the lntra-trtbal,

lnter-trlba} and also of the trLbal and. roo-trlbals.

Generally, tn tradltlonal soclstles the pattern of behavlsur

or lnteractlon ts deteruined. b'y $one comnon ldeas and feellngs

whteh are socla1lJ sanctloned, and glve blrth to some soclal

symbols. These symbols, 1n faet, owned. and proclalmed. ln

conmon, and represent d. l f ferent phases of soelal L1fe.

Thus, these t'fleas and feellngs that the uembers of the

soclety have ani, sh'"ire ln conmon are tenned. as nCollectlve

Repre sentattonrt , by Durkhe tm . In ne allty , the eolle etlve
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representatlon has a deflnlte and eonpelJ.lng lnfluenee on

the lndtvlduals lde as , feetlngs anil aetlons . Durkheln has

remarked, tssoelety ls not at aIL the l1log1eal or a loglcal

ln-eoherent and fantastlc belng whteh lt has too often been

eonslderedr Qulte on the contrary, the eoll.ectlve

eonselousness 1s the hlghest foru of the psyehle ]-lfet

slnce l t  is the eonsclousness of eonsclousness. Belng

plaeed outslde of and above lnd1vld.ua1 and Iocal

contLngeneles, 1t sees thlngs only ln thelr permanent and

essentlal aspeets, whlch 1t crystaltzee lnto communlcable

ldeas . , ,. soclety sees farther and better than lndlvldualdl .

Thus, the modes of behavlour and lnteraetlon process ls

detennlned by eol leetlve representatlon ln the soelety.

In reeent t lne,

between the trlbals and.

d.lf fe rent s octologt sts .

nuae rous stud.les of lnteraetlon

DoB-tT1'-raIs have been d.one by

Mand.etbaum (1 g4t ) has stud'led'

lnteractlon between Nllglrt trlbals vIz. the Toda, Kata,

Bad,aga and Kunrmba and. the nontrlbals lncludlng the

European ancl Hlnd,us. The tr{-bals wore lLvtng tndependently

wlth one another and when the rron-trlba1s made roads 1n

thelr reglonr the reaetlon of eaeh of then was dlfferent2.

Durkheln, frr r The Elementary Forms of Rellglous Llfet
Translated by Joseph Ward, Swalnr Free Fress
Glancoe f l l lhols t*f  r  F \4\.

Mand.elbaun, D.G., CuLtural change amons !h" Nllglrl
fr lUes. Amerlcan Anthiopologlsts. Vol; 43.
1gI|1 .

1 .

2 .
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SurJ 1t Strrha (195n has also studled. lnteraetlon between

the l{lndu and the BhunlJ , the Bhunlj are relatlvely stmple

and tsslated and the netghbourtng lllndus are the advaneed

peasant eoamuntty anrl thelr closs proxlmlty led to thc

transfonnation of the BhumlJ of the level of peasantry

through graflual dlssolutlon of ecologlcal barrler of e

forest c1a,l h1lly lands between them and so callad Htndu

{
peasant fX - .

Dube (195A) has conpleted a study of lnter-tr1bal

relatlons ln three eultural areas I (1) the Gond-K[B€r-

E h u m l J l a r a r e a o f t h ' e c h h a t l s g a r h r ( 1 1 ) t h e G o n d ' K o r a n

aree of Ad.llabarl a.nd (111) the Koya II11l Redrly area of
LF

t,tarangal' .

Salleshwar Frasad. (197\) ln hls study has uad'o

an attennpt to ldentlfy the nature and extent of lnteractlon

between the threE tribes, vtz. Malar, Mal Paharlya and'

Santal-s, thernselves and wlth Don-trl,bals5.

In the present stud.y the researeher has made an

attenpt to tdenttfy the lntra-tnlbal and trtbal and.

$lnha, $. , The Medla and, Nature of Hlnd.u QoPfJ I'  
Interaetlon. Jottrnal of Aslat lc Soelety of
Bengal, f  o1. nCf t l  ,  No. 1 t  Calcut ta, 1957 .

Dube, S.C. ,  Int€r-tr lbal Relat lons. A PtoH, ^Man
ln  ind la ,  Vo l .  30 ,  No.  223,  Ranch l r  1960.

Prasad. S.. trlrhere the Three Trlbes l-Ieet. fnd'lan' * wv--'I;i6"n"tfo""i 
puUff*utfons. Allahaba6 . 197\.

3 .

I+ .

5 .
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rotr-tr lbal relattons of RaJls. For a long t lme RaJls have

been tsolated frono the lnfluenca of urbanlzatlon,

lndustrlallzatlon, mod-ernlzatlon and other faetors of

planned. ssclal ehange. Ilowever, the eonstant eontaet of

nelghbourlng [on-tr1ba1 communl,tles have creatsd the

dlfferent problens of aeeulturatlon for them. In fact

RaJ 1s r the $o-c&l-led. aborlgtns of Kumaun, are comlng out

fron the 1lnltsd perlpheres of thelr comnunal U-fe and,

also stepptng on the threshold. of outer world.. Thus,

the sphere of thelr soclal relatlons have been extendlng

to other eorununltles also. Ilerd, the naln obJect of thc

researeher ls to hlehHght the pattern of lntef,-T€latlonshlps

of RaJls wlth thelr eonmunlty nembers as well as rrlth

netghbourlng rror-trlbals .

Intla-trlFq]. FelatlqFs

A man !.s bastcallJ a nember of famllX vhera he

borns and of a conrnunlty where he resldes. GenerallJ, a

eortmunlty embraces all aspects of soelal. l lfe, heneo a

person d.evelops nultlfartous relatlons wlth eonnunity

nembers. All these relatlons whlch ano conftned. to the

eonnunlty J-evel, are tenned aE lntf,a-trlbal. relatlons.

RaJls have sorns eertaln lntra-trlbaL relatlons,

l. e . both eonsanguentous and l-lneal. The naturE and extent

of such relatlons J.s ltnlted beeause of the geographlcal
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dletenee and. the lack of conrenlent tresns of transportatlon.

Hotrever, a eertaln pattern of the lnter-F€rsonal relatlons

anong the eommunlty nnenbers are obsernsd ln d.:lfferent

oceastons. At the vtl]-age 1evc1 the lndlvlduals 1n the

fleld of socls-ssononlc aetivltles I interaet vlth on6

Er[other. Horeov€rr ln the sphero of rellglous and

rltuallstle performancoe and also 1n the conmensallty, a

eertaln pattern of lnter-personal relatlons 1s observedn

vhlch ean be und.erstand by the fo1lowlng analysls.

Lqllectlvs fetlvlltes lp,rforned lJr ..titallv Jl4g

Eeret the researeher 1s marnly lntereeted to

polntout the pattorn of lntr&-trtbal relatlons pattlculerly

at thc oceaslon of rellBlous actlvltles I rltuallstlc

performaness r agrleultural fteld and. ln poltttcal spherc

of tholr soclal ]-lfe, The avallable data has shown ln

ttle followlng table ig.

cOLLEcTrvE AcTIvIrrEs PERFORI'IED IN THE OOI'{MIINITT

I n*uslo"t tuallstlc rlcultural i Polltlea1

Frequency

Percentage

90

1 c0 .0c

1 2

1 3 . 3 3

36
l+0 .00

5o
55.56
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The table exhtblts that the reltglous aetlvltles

are perfonned, reelprocallJ by 1OO% eommunlty nembers. As

already been mentloned that RaJ ls have t d.eep falth ln

supernatural belngs and splrlts and. they have saered

relatlons wlth then. Generally, lt l-s thelr bellef that

the supernatural power and. spfrl-ts can be pleased.r wlth

the performaneo of eertaln rttuals worshl"psr offerlng of

sacrlflees n and. 1n response they get seeurtty fros aIL

the natural eala^mltles and also hapoy and prosperous

llfe. Thus, at the tlme of the worshlp of the r Kul

Devatat and. other d,eltles, all the vll lagers parblclpate

and collaborate the ceremory. ft ls the tLue when w€ ean

s Be a state of collectlve cons etousnos s alnonB RaJ ls .

Besldes , 5o (55.56%) respondents are of t t te

oplnlon that the rltuallstle perfomances of l1fe eyele

are a1-ss perfonmed. eollectlvely. In other wordsr we can

say a eertaln patterrr of lntra-trlbal. relatlons are also

obserrrcd parbleularly at the oceaslon of blfth, narrlago

and. death.

At the btrth of ths chlld.r partly r blrth polJ.utlon

1s obsarved whlch lasts rrtth the Nankaran Sanskar. Durlng

thls perlod avold.anee of relatlonshlp ls malntalned the

mother d,o not cook food and d.o not toueh the vessels of
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waterr other perso[ of the famlly perform all the functlons.

The sane nature of the avold.anee relatlons ar€! a]-so

malntalned d.ur!-ng the menstnral perlod of the marrled

wor0en onlJ. fn case of the uale lssue the father lnvltes

the vlllagers and ottrer relatlves and glve them feast.

S1ml1arly the persons of the vl]*lage and. sone other

relattves partlclpate ln narrlage eerernony and, funeral

proc€sslon. Thus, the r l tual lst le perform&nceS present

a eertaln pattern of lntra-trlbal. reJ.atlons.

rn agrleultural fleld there ar€ only 12 (13 33,q,)

respondents who seek help of the v1l1agers to perfonn the

cultivatlon. In fact the RaJls who have eomparatlvely

more eultlvable land. and d.ue to the small slze of the

famlly they ean not cultlvate lt lndepend.ently and henee

seek the help of the eonaunlty members. Thus, a eertaln

pattern of the lntra'trlbal relattons arc also observed.

ln agrlcultural f leld.

Moreover, 36 (4c. OCf") responded. lnteraet

partleularll tn polltlcal sphere. Though RaJls are

partlf, awar€ wlth dlfferent msdern polltlea1 proeess.

Howeverr ln sone Unl-dhara vll lages a tradltlonal fom

polltlcal structure 1s observed. l 'Ialnly 1n unl-Dhara

v1l1ages, there ts tDhara panchayatt as a smallest

polltl-cal unlt (see table 2l+). The offlee of the head.

o f

of
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the Dhara Punehayat ls heredi-tary, the oLd.est male person

holrs the status and J-s regarded as the representatlve as

well  as the head. of the v1l lage. The pefsons of such

vl l lages Jolnt ly take deelslon abcut the dlf ferent soelo-

rellglous natters of the conmunlty and also settle the

d.lsputes and othgr eonfllct ettuatlons of the vll lagers.

Thus, lt ts obvlous that the varlous aspeets of the

eoamuntty llfe provld.e some certaln opportunltY of

lnteraetlon to the persons. The peoples nostly perforTr

rellglous and. rltuallstlc ceremonles reclprocally wlth

eaeh other, and to some extent they also tnteract tn the

operatton of, agrleultural and. polltLcal aetlvttles. fltus,

the rel lglous, r l tua11stlc and poLlt leal spheres are the

maln eentres where RaJts people lnteraet wlth each other.

The table 5g contalns the data regardlng to the

persons who talce part in d,lfferent eollectlve actlvttles.

0n the basls of tha present study the researcher found.

that 1iA% vlllagers take part 1n the eolleetlvc aetlvltles t

11 (12.220fr) respondents are of the oplnlon that the

klndred. Ilvlng !n other v1l1ages are also partlclpatel

ancl there are onSy 9 (1C. C$f") respond.ents who state ln

favour of t&e partlclpatlon of fr:lends. Hencer w€ can say
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that the vlIlagers ar6 qulte pronnpt to partlelpate ln all

type of collectlve aetlvltles perforurod ln vlIlage 1evel

whlle the ktnd.red, and. frlends who are l1vlng ln other

vlllages partlelpate comparatlvely losser than the

vlllage rs .

fn fact the nature of the lntra-trlbal relatlons

anong the vll lagers aro more eordlaL than others. ft ls

becau"se of the sa$e plaoe of resldenee and other eommon

eeolo8leal condltlons . Wtrlle the klndred,s and, frlend.s,

who because of the geographleal dlstanee and lack of

eonvenlent nean$ of transportatlon, cannot partlclpate

ln the colleetlvo functlons cf thelr kl,ndrcds and frlends

llvlng ln other vll lages . Moreova rr RaJ 1s hardly get rld

fron the €xeesslve buslness of thelr dally rtutlne and.

henee ln splte of thE ehcrlshed. deslro they eannot

partlclpate the eolleetlve aetlvitles of thelr klndred,s

and frlend.s Ilvlng 1n other vlILagBB.

TABITEJa

PERSoNS, hrE0 PLAY ffipoRTAI{T AOLE IN CoLLECTTUE ACTTVTTIES

ersons
nora 1n Frlends i Othersi vll lagers I other vl].lases I

Respond,ents

Percentage

90

1  C0  .00

1 1

1 ? . 2 2

9

1 0 . 0 c
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a16 ll-ea at the
s t 1 anee

ft ls elear by the earlter analysts that the
rellgtous aetlvltles uhlch malnly eonslsts the worsblp
of delt les, saerrf lce offertng to them, and the
rltualtstle performane€s vhtch eomprlse the blrth,
uarrlage and d"eath cerenonles r are the naln polnts where
the people p'.sent a certaln pattern of, r.ntra-trtbal
relatlons. Henee the researeher wants to hlehltght the
dlstanee of socr.al reratrons between the frlend.s and
ktndreds. For thls purpose the respondents are asked to
state the persons to whonn they lnvlte at the oceaslon of
th€ rellglotrs and rltualJ.stlc eerenonles. The avallable
d'ata has presented ln ttre folr.owlng table.

TABI,E 60
PERSONS TNYITED IN REIrGIOUS $[D RTTUALI SIIC PERFORMANCES

Frequency

Pereentage

64

7 1  . 1 1
9o

1 0c  .00

Frlends

The table

optnlon that the

vl-llage or to any

deplets that 1OA% respond,ents are of the

klndreds, whether thsy berong to the same

other, are lnvltod partlcularly at the



oeeaslon of delty worshlp and offerlng saerlflees to the

tKul Devatat and. the klndreds vlslt to thelr orlglnal

plaee of sett lenents and part lctpate thelr ktnsmen.

l'Ioreeye3, the klnsmen a]-so lnvlte eaeh other partleularly

at the t lme of blf th, narr lage, and death cersmonles.

ldhlle 6l+ (71 .11%) responclents express thetr vlews that

the frlend.s t.e. afflnal klnsnen are also lnvLted. Thts

varlatlon ls due to the dlfferenee ln the proxlmlty of

soclal relatlons whleh exlst among the klnd.reds and'

frlends. In fact, all the klndred,s because of the same

orlglnl are related by prlnary relatlons wh11e the

afflnal ktns or frtend,s are treated second.ary 1n relatlon

and., thereforep glven lesser funportanee ln eomparlson of

the klnd.rEd,s .

Praorlty slven to the frJ.endF

To traee out the d.lstance of soclal relatlons anong

f rtends , the respond.ents are asked. ts glv e prefe renees to

thenn ln order of prlorttJ-es, The d.ata has shown ln the

folloulng table 61 .

TABI.E 61-

PRIONITY GIVEI{ TO THE FRIENDS

rel'erence
Frlend.s

- 223

i  1st i rlnd. i III rd.

Maternal uncle

Brothef-ln-l&w

Father-ln-Iaw

Nephew(Stster f  s

6  (6 .67 )  13  (14 . t | \ )
2I+ (26 .67) 53 ( 58 .89)
60  (66 .56 )  15  f  6  .677

son) - g  ( 1 c . 0 0 )

60 ( 66 .67)
1  B  (21 .00 )

6 (6.67' ' .)

6  (6  .67)

TOTAT go (1 cc.oo)  90 (1 lo .oo) g 0 ( 1 c o . 0 o )
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The avallab1e d.ata d.eplet that the mal srlty of the

respondents 1. e. 60 (66 . 66/") glve f lrst pref erenee to the

f athes-{y1-f flw (w1f e I s f ather) whlle brothe r-ln-Iaw ( slstert s

husband.) and maternal unele are preferred respectlvely by

2\ (26,6?Yr) and. 6 (6.67%) respondents. In the seeond

chotce preferenee , malrlmun 53 ( 5B . Bg%l resnond.ente pre f e r

brothe1.-ln-law ( slsterr s hueband ) while gslher-1n-1aw,

matemal unele and. nephew ( s lster t s son) are pref e rred

resp€etlve\y by 15 (16. 6W,) and 1 3 (t t+ .\ry6) and 9 (1 c.ooF)

respondents only. Slmllarly, ln the thlrd. cholee preferenee

the rnal orttf of the respondents I 1. e. 5r ( 66 .6?%) , pref er

materTa l  une le  wh l1e  the  res t  1 .e .  18  (20 .00%) ,  6  (6 .67%)

and. 6 (6.67%) respeetlvely prefer to broth€r-1n-1aw,

fathel-tn-Iav and. nephew. Thus we ean say that the d.lstanee

of soelal relatlons ls d.lfferent wlth dlfferent relatlons.

The s tudy shows that the fathe r-1n-1a$ (wlf e t s fathe r) ls

glven flrst nrlorlty W the maJorlty of respondents and

the seeond. plaee ls glven to brother-tn-J-aw (slsterrs

husband") whlJ-e thlrO priorlty ls glven to the maternal

ung16.

Presepts offgrq4. to .the- fE!.epds

In everT aspeet of the comnunal llfe of RaJls, the

proeess ot '  aeeulturatton ean obvlously be observsd. RaJ1,

the so-callod, aborlglns of Kunaunr vlth the eonstant
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eontact of Don-trlbal eoanunltles have folloued the sane
pattern of presentlng offers to the guests at the oeeaslon
of r l tual lst le performaneesr 1.e. at the blf th and
nnafftages. The presents whleh are offered, ehtefry
conslsts 1n the fonm of  c lothes,  goats and rupeas.  rn
thls re;ard. the reseereher lras aeked. the responrlents,
whether they offer any present to the frlend* or not. rt
ls found that 26 (28 .Tgf") respondents always used to offer
the presants to thelr frlend,s partlcularJy at the oeeaslon
of blrth and marrtage and 13 (1b .V\f,)  respondgnte sonetlmes
offer the presents whlle the maJor1.tX of the respondents
t 'e '  51 (56.67fi  d-o never present any offer to the fr{.ends.

rn reallty, the RaJls are ln the proeess of follonlng
the dlffercnt eultural tralts of fion-trlbal Kumaunts malnly
through the process of aceulturat lon. Hencel the RaJrs
t':ho are more or les s soclo-6eonon1ea11y eapable, follow
the pattern of presentlng offers to the frlend.s. l.Jhlle
the maJorlty of the RaJ ts who ars ssclo_€eononleally
baekward do not follow thls pattern and. possess the
negatlve attltud.e.

TABI,E 62
PRESENT$ OFFENED TO TEE FRTEhIDS

AJ.ways $onetlm6s Neve r Total

Frequency
Percontage

?6
2 8 . B g

1 3
1 l+.I+h

,1
56.67

9o
1  00 .  00
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QlraTrelsone matters aqglrq tlre geonle

Cooperatlon and confllet are the relatlve terms. A

soelety bears both the aspeets as l ts basle eharaeterLstles.

In the soclety w6 generally flnd varlous types of

dlfferenees among the people. The &tfferenees nal be of

blologlcalr of natural,  of aptl tud.e, of lnterests, of

eapaclty and of speclal;l zatlon. Sometlmes, these

personal cllfferenees ereat the sltuatlon of confllct 1n the

soclety, sd the quarrelsone matters ean be regard,ed as

lts dlrect fom. Though, among Rajls we obserye the

feellng of betonglng togeth*r and. also eonmunlty sentlments.

Horever, sone quarrelsome nnatters havs been reeorded. ln

thelr eomnunlty l1.fe. In thls regard.l the researcher,

thoroughly observed and lnqulred the r€spondents and found.

that there had. been three quarrelsone natters t111 1 981 .

Out of these ; the flrst lnctde nt oeeurred. 1n I Klmkhol.a

vlllaget vhere a father was murdered, by the abduetor of

the d.aught€ rr the s eeonti was from r Khlrdwar:t vlIlage t

where a RaJl person was kllled by two RaJl people of the

same vlllage. The murderers are ytst under llfe lnprlsonm€nt.

The thlrd and the lateet qrrarrelsone matter was recorded

ln Chlfaltara vll-lage where tno brcthers, beeause of the

llIlclt sexual relatlon of the younger one wlth hls

slstel:-ln-1aw, attempt to murder to one another at last

the matter was put on the eourt and. the eonvlcted was
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punlshed'. MoreovsTr some mlnor stray lnelctents of d.lsputes

ar€ also observed among the eomnunlty menbers whleh starts

wlth some eontroverslal matters and resulted, ln abuslng to

one others. rn sueh matters the head. of the sommunlty

lnterferes and. take lnltlatlve to setb].e the matt€rs.

Thus, & certaln patter.tr of lntra-corunBnlty relatlonshln

ts observed. durlng the confllet sltuatlon ln tha eomnunlty,

Apart frcn the above ment:Loned eentres of intra-

tr{-bal relatlonsr a eertaln pattern of tntereommsnsal

relatlons ts also obserrred anong the csmmunlty nembers.

In faetl the Rd1s, tn spltc of the d.lfferent Dharas and

dtfferent eeonomle status, have got the free tnterd.lnlng

rel.atlons wlth each other. They donrt fo1low any

lnterdlnlng taboor Fa*ieularly on the baees of Dhara and

eeonomtc status. Howeverl $oo€ RaJls d.o not have
t kaehchat food froua those persons vho have not got mamtage

orf upanayan sanskarr ln ease of boys. But the taboo

spontaneousJ-y ends up wlth the completton of uarrlage or

Upanayan Sanskar. fn faet, such eomuensal taboos to whlch

soms BaJl  people l  1.e.  ,2,22f6 (see table 1g)  fo l low, ls

due to the bllnd. Lmltatlon of nelghbourlpg Kumaunls, l*ho

generallry praetlse sueh eommensal behavlour. ,Slm11arly

ln the settlement of connublal relatlons they, 1n general,

follow thb tradlttonal pattern of brlde prlce and perforu

the narrLage by purehase. fn the narlage they follov the
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xules of endogamy, the brtders father ls offered. the

proposal of marrlage by brlde groomr s father. rn thts

concern they do not fo110w any hard and. fast nrles 1n

Dhara eonstd.eratlon for narrlage. rnter Dha1,a marrlages

are aIlowed, bnt intra-Dhara marrlages, d.ue to the satse

orlgln of the Dhara, are strlctly prohlblted. Thus, ever?

Dhara is exoganous by nature. Thus , 116 ean say that every

Dhara l_s treated as equal and. no Dhara hlerarehy exlsts 1n

the eommunlty . Iloweverr the re is some e eononlc dlfferenses

and the Feopler 1n general, rrant to sett].e the13 marltal

relatlons wlth those fanfU-es who ars conparatlvely welloff .

In thls way the eeonontc factor may bc eonsld.ered. as a

dtternninant faetor of soclal Brestlge and status ln tho

eomuunlty.

Thus r wB se€ a number of dlnenslons of the intra-

trlbal relatlons whlch motlvate the communlty members to

lntcract wlth eaeh sther nalnly 1n the spherc of soelo-

rellglous aetlvltles as wsll as ln eeonomlc and polltleal

fields- The study shows that the RaJt cotsnunlty embraces

alnost al-l the erspects of the soelal l ife r arrd the people

seemg mora introvertgd.

In the plsvlous analysls we observed that Ri,r.J ls 1rave

sone partlcular eonmunal tles on the bases of vhleh they
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have got a eertaln pattern of lntra-connunal reJ.atlons.

General lJ, the soelo-eultural aspeets of thelr eonmunlty

Ilfe provld.e them the opportunJ.ty of lnteraetlon.

Moreov€rr they bave thelr own traditlonal pattern of

pollt1ca1 behavtour. They are not mueh aware wlth the

d.l f ferent processes of demoeratle pol l t tcal system.

Besldes, they have sone maJor soure€ of eeononyr sueh as

gathe rlng J ungle p roducts , curd.e eultl-vatlon and. labour.

Alnost all the aspects of the soetal Ilfe present a

cerbaLn sttuatlon of lnteraetlon to thE persons of the

eommunlty . Howeve r, lt ls obse rrycd that RaJ le r 1n splte

of belng lntroverted. and. coherent, are lagglng behlnd.

thelr lndtgenous soelal tralts and followlng thc energlng

new pattern of lnter-trlbal rg].atlons. Henee apart fron

these tntra-trtbal relatlons they have also sotse sorts of

lnter-trlbal relatlons. Generallyr the tradltlonal eeonomy

does not Frovlde them sufflclent seonontc subslstenee henee

1t vlrtuallJ presents the wa;r and. nf,eans for lnter-trlbal

relatlons. In fact, the RaJ ls 1lvlng ln dlffer"ent

eeologleal eond"ltlons, have to depend, on equally d,lfferent

econonle pursults, vhtch are determlned. by thelr cxeluslve

natural anYlronment. Thstr respectlve resourees are

eonftned to a eertaln extent whLch naturallJ lead. then to

depend. on anothens, and thus uutual economlc obllgatlons

have cone lnto operatlon among the tri.bes and the

nelghbourlng people . $lutlarl-y, the po11tlcal aff1l1at1on
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wlth nelghbourtng Kumaun village Punchayats and also the

lnteractlons wlth polltleal leaders partleularly d.urlng

the eleetlon perlod,, have pnovlded them a more d.lnenson

of lnter-tr1bal relatlons. The pattern of thelr Lnter-

trtbal relattons uay be understand by the foll-oulng

anal;rs ls .

Asoects pf lbe J.ntgr:trtbal retatlons

rn order to hlghllght the sphere of inter-tr{_bal

relatlons I the respondents r are asked. to state the naln

aspeets on vhtch the process of reelproelty and. lnter-

rel.atlons eoue lnto operatlon. It ls found. that 1oa%

respond.ents ars eeonomlcally and. polltlealg lnte r-

related hllth nelghbourlng Kumeunlts. $trlle the contrary

rssults are found. ln the case of soeto-rel lglous aspects.

The eeonomlc tntef,-rer&tlons are observed ln the foLlowlng

sphe res .

Labour *n peJl,qultural oneratlon

As already been nentloned RaJls have some naJor

sourcss of thelr economy vl'z. gatherlng Jungle prod.uets

and. crude cultlvation. But these sourees are eulte

lnsufflelent for thelr economle subslstence, hence they

oftenlJ d.epend. on the agrleultural labour. In fact,

RaJ ls are employed by the nelghbourlng Kumaunls on dal1y

trages r partlcularly for the eonplotlon of some agrleultural
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operetlons . Malnly, durlng the weedlng ssason RaJ ls of

the nelghbourlng yll[ages vlslt to the Kumaun v1I-lages

tn seareh of labour and sometlmes they are lnforued earller

to work hy the Kunaunlg. 1O0% respontlents stated that

they had" worked for Kumaunls ln agrlcultural operatlons.

Generally they are appolnted. to renove the serubs from

tho agrleultural Ers rsell as frour the barren land.s r to

dlg-uF the fleld.r and. to nakg bound.ary walL.

T.o prpo+re,.tlJnber. on eontr+et basl.s

Apart fron the worklng as labourers r tt has bsen

noticed. that they also prepare the tlnber on the contract

basls. fn response they generatly get r1oney and other

thlngs llke eorrl and clothes fron the €nployer. Thus t

the agrlcultural labour and the work of tlnber also

present the slgntflcant sltuatlon for lnter-tr{.ba1

relatlons.

0thq r q cononJ.e_ tLE s

Out of the d.lfferent typEs of the economle tles t

the bar.ter-sy$tem whleh oceurs between RaJ ls and.

nelghbourlng Kumaunls, ls also an tnportant faetor of

lnter-relatlons betwoen RaJ ls and- Kunaunls. RaJ 1

prepafes sonl6 wooden utenslls and barter them trlth food

gralns and elothes. Moreover, they generallJ supply
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wooden logs to Kurnaunls, prepare grlnd.stone, wooden planks ,
ploughs and yokes for sell. sometlmes they barter ar1

these wood.en artleles wlth eorn and elothes.

Svgtem. o_f Joan* takelr by RaJ is

A tsore d-lnenslon of thelr relattonshlp wlth Kumaunls

ls non6y bomovlng. rn thls regard, the researeher has

colleetcd. the lnformatlon about the d.lfferent sources fron

where the RaJls take loan. The vlLlage-wlso d.ata have

been presented" tn the fo1lowlng table 63.

TASLE 53
SYSTEM OF LOAT{ TAKEN BY R,ilTIS

Aultar{.

Bhoktlnira

Chauranl

ChlfaLt ara

Ganagaon

Kantoll

Klmkhola

Ktrlrdwarl

Mad.anpurl

6

2

l+

5
I

h

3

3

7

3

1

9

3

6

7
I1.

7

1

7

Ytllages

TOTAT B  ( 8 . 8 9 ) \C (t+I1..1+l+1 r+2 (\6 .67)
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The avallable d.ata d.epJ-ct that the mal orlty of the

respond.ents 1.e. !+C (4I+.W%) talre loan fron prlvate money

lenders whlle only B (8,89f) take fron cooperatlves. I t

ts thus apparent that the eeonomlc relatlonshlp between

RaJ 1s and Kumaunls ls one of the determlnant faetor of thelr

reelproeal soelal 1ife.

Po1ltlca]. as,oects_of the lnler-trlbal relatlons

It has mentloned. that RaJts have not thelr own

vtllage punchayat and. eve ry RaJ I vlIIago has been

afflllated. wlth the nelghbourlng Kumaun vl].lages. Henee

RaJ 1s arto polttleally related wlth rlofr-trlbal Ktrnauni.s,

They at the tlne of punehayat electlons, are asked to

cast theLr votes and also to eontest the electlon for

punchayat. They general-Iy parttelpate 1n poIllng but

never contest the elect lorl .  Besldes, they also tntsraet

wlth dlfferent lead.ers and thelr supnorters durtng the

FerLod. of g€neral eleetlons and also partlelpate 1n the

po11lng but never thlnk to eontest the electlon. In thte

eoncern thelr votlng behavlour nay be temed, a,s

eonsunmatlve or expresslve whleh ls mereLy a lrratlonaL

poIltleal behavlorlr.

![6vseTer, ln d.lfferent clrcunstanees they also seek

the help ef Sabhapatl (the head of vlllage punchayat) and

other members of the vtllage punehayat. Partlcularly ln
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the settlennent of guarrelsone natters, tn the d,1v1s10n of

propertyr ffid for the forvardtng of the offlclal letters

they generally eonsult to the head. of the vll lage. Thus,

the re].atlonshlp between RaJ 1s and, ror-trlbal Kurnaunls

are also obsenred. ln the pol.ltlcal. fleld

But r otr the contrary there ls no any tradltional

contaet between RaJts and nelghbourJ-ng Don-tr1bals. They

donf t have any type of cereuontal as well aE soeto-

re].lglous eontaets. Thus, the naln bases of thelr

tnt€F-reLatlons are conflned. only to the eeonomle and

poll t leal f lel-d. Thus, the trypothetleal preposlt lon no.7

1s va11d..

Besldes, the researeher has made an endeavour to

understand thetr attttudes toward.s d.lfferent ror-trlbal

Srroups . In thls regard. the relatlonshlp between RaJ ls

and. Hlndu untouchables and also wlth other castee has

been stud1ed., whleh may be elear fron the forlowlng

anal;rs 1s .

Attltt+d.e. tow.afrls untouchabll,lty

RaJ ls present themselves as Hlnd.us and,, thercfof,e r

follow a number of taboos about the soelo-physlcar eontacts

wlth son€ few]. eastes. They have a aeute feellng of

untouehabllltx and henes nalntaln a certaln d,lstanee tn



the soelal as well as ln the physleal contacts. Table 6t+
contalns the d.ata regard.lng tirelr attltudes tor.rard.s

untouchablllty. It 1s found that 86 (g5.55fr) respondents
posssss the feellng of untouchablllty. hrhllc onlJ
l+ (4.tl l+%) respondents are not in the hablt of naklng
d'lfferenee il1th untouehables, rn faet, the respond.ents
vho are edueated up to prlnary standar.tl (soe tahls B)
do not make any d.lfferenees wlth untouetrables. rt 1s
thus obvlous that the RaJ ls due to the laek of soelal

moblltty and' the uass 11l1teraey possess the feellng of
trntouehablllty and. strletly forlow the soelal taboos ln
malntalnlng sone d.efln1te socla1 dlstanee wlth those of
untouehabres. As Mr, Tralr l  has remarked. E... the foraer

(RaJ 1) are certalnly very far fron holdlng sueh an oplnlon
and" profess the greatest eontenpt for the Dons
(untouehables) so that lf one of that elass enters the
dwelllng of RaJls, the praee must be purlfled ffith water
brought from trranty two d.lfferent p1aces,r6.

TABI,E 6\
A?TTTUDE TOWABDS U}NTOUCITABTIITT

Respondents

Percentage

- 2 3 5 -

I$

l+ . )+l+

86
95.56 -

9o
1 00  .00

ileutral

6.  Atklnson, F.T' '  The Hlmalayan
Publleation. Vol. fI

Gazatteer,  Cosmo
Par t  I ,  tBBe.  p  3dB.
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It ls elear W the earller analysls that RaJ is have
vexy llnlted. lnter-relatlons wlth dlfferent other huraan
groups. Generally, they are lntroverted by nature and
esnflned to thetr comnunlty l1fe only. Howev6r, they have
some seononle dependency on nelghbour{-ng Kunaunls. In
other words we ean say the FaJls generally used, to work
outslde fron thelr vlIlag€s. rn thls regard. they are
aeked. to state thelr attltud"es whether they l1he to vork
wlth outsld.ers or not. It 1s found. that 63 ej%)
respondents do not vant to work wlth outsld.ers and
lnterested to take the work on eontract basls and. g6t
money or other ttrlngs 1lke eorTr and. elothes Ln return.
Howevern there are z? (31 . cx%\ respond.ents wtro want to
work lrith outsldors . But Ln splte of the reclprocal
nature of the work they malntaln a separate posltlon and.
never mlxednp wlth outeld,ers . fn fact, RaJ 1s , d.ue to
thelr royal ortgln vant to nalntaln a lsolated. posltlon
and do not sumned.-up wlth outsld.ers. But a small
fragnent of the respond,ents who esrn nodr vlth outslders
reveal the changl-ng sp1r1t of RaJ ls people. Thus wG ean
sef that the nature of the lnteraetlon and also of the
lnter-r€].atlon, 1s ehanglng wlth the constant eontaet of
outstders. But the nature of the reratlons ls eulte forual.
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ATTITUDE TO hIORK HrTH OTTTSTDENS

Freclueney

Pe reentage

63

70.00

27

30 .00

9o

1 C0 .00

Aeeeotanee wlth othe
u easEes dus

Thoughr wlth the course of tlne, RaJ ls are sumntng

up rrlth nelghbourlng Kunaun people partlcularJg 1n the

ecsnomlc and" polltlcal fleld.. Tet ln every respect, the

pattern of thelr soctal lntereourse 1s dlreeted and

notlvated hy trad.ttional othos. Hence ln splte of ttro

soclo-eultural contaet wtth outstders they stl]*l have

nalntalned. a eertatn soclaI dlstanee wl-th them. fn

regard of the dlnlng relatlons wlth t Savarn Kumaunls r

and also wlth lorr easte Hlnclus, they follow so&e eertaln

taboos. In thls coneem the avallabLe data shous that

1oof" respondents have no any type of lnter-d'lnlng

relatlons wtth low caste Hlnduel 1.€. untouchables whtle

?5 G7.78f) respondents exerelse Bone cartaln lnter-

d.1n1ng relatlons wlth t Savarrrt Hlndrrs . f n f act, the RaJ 1

youths who gcneralLy work wlth outsldere entertaln the

lnt€r-commensal relattons wlth $avarn Htndus. Wtri1e the

and
anct

Neutral Total
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maJorlty of the respondents vho are less dynamlc and. uror.
conservatlve 1n I'ceas follow the lnt€f,-dlnlng taboos wlth
outslders ' The root sause of the tnter-eomnensar taboos,
ts thelr royel oflgln to whlch they profess and. also the
susptcton on outslders. In other words we ean say RaJls
present themselves from the royal orlgln and, theFcf,ore,
want to natntaLn & eertaln d.tstanca wlth non_trlba1 and,
do not aeeept the eooked food fron others. Beeldes, they
are nuch susptelous and bellef ln the evll effeets of the
nnaglc whleh ts exerelssd. by sone other peopre.

Hence they haue got a susplelous nentarlty that
the outslders ean mlx-up the magleal thlngs 1n the cooked.
food whlch aay ce[se the death and er'lsls sltuatlon to us
and hence thcy generalJy avold cooked food, and get only
food graln and other thlngs in return of thelr r.absur.

TABI,E 56
ACCEHTAI{CE AND DTINING hIITY OTHER PERSONSOF SAVARN EINDUS

Frequency

Pe reentage

25

27.28
65

72.22

9o
1 00 .00

Thus r oB the basls of the prosent

lnter-r€la,tlons of RaJls wlth non-trlbal

to the coneluslon that the sphere of the

wlth non-trlbal Kumaunls ls very llmlted

analysls of the

Kunnaunls us eone

lnte r-Ts lat lonshlp

and eonflneti. only
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to the econonle and polltlcal flelds. Whatsoever, they

have no any trad.ltlona1 eontaets with nelghbourlng hunan

groups but wlth the eourse of tlne they heve d,eveloped

sone partlcular contaets wtth Kumaunls whlch aro errlte

fonnal and. of secondary nature. Thus, the hypothetteal

preposl t lon Ro.  7 ls  val td.

Besldes r ln regard. to the eommeneal relatlons

between RaJ 1s and roo-trlbal Kunaunls, we eome to the

coneluslon that they stlll have natntalned a eertatn

soelal i ltstanee wlth Kumaunls. Henee, 1n splte of the

constant soelo-eultural- eontactl they even to-day nalnta-ln

the eommensal taboos and d.o not take the food. cooked and

touehed. by untouchables, whlle a sma]-l peregntage of

RaJls have the lnter-dine relatXons onlJ wlth hl.sh eastes

Kumaun Hind.us . BesLdee, RaJ ls, on aceount of royal orlgln,

matntaln a eerbaln soelaL dlstance wlth Ror-tf,lals. In

thls way we flnd that the hypothetleal preposltlon no. 4

and 5 are val-ld.


