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CHAPTER - 9

DE}.IA}ID A'{D SUPPLY AFFECTED X{DU$TITIAL DEVELOPhTE}JT

Among the  cont r r ibu tory  fac to rs  fo r  the  dec l ln lng  t rends  o f  some o f

t h e  b a s l c  i n d u s t r i e s  o f  t h e  S t a t e ,  p o w e r  o r  e l e c t r i c i t y  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  o n e

of  the  fac to rs  uor thmen, t ion ing .  There  was prac t ica l l y  no  pourer  p rob lem

ln  the  50s .  Power  p rob lem ln  the  s ta te  appeared in  the  60s  and more  acu te ly

f rom the  f i rs t  ha l f  o f  70sr '  The prob len  l ingered even beyond the  per iod

of  1985-86 '  G lan t  th ree  Thermal  Power  s ta t lons  were  es tab l iehed by  the  Sta te

E l e c t r i c i t y  F o a r d  a f t e r  i n d e p e n d e n c e  a t  B a n d e l  ( t g O S ) ,  S a n d a l d t h  ( t g Z S )  a n d

K o l a g h a t  ( t O e s ) "  D V C  P o w e r  p r o j e e t  w a s  a l s o  t a k e n  u p  b y  t h e  J o l n t  v e n t u r e s

o f  t h e  s t a t e  g e v e r r u n e n t  o f  i { e s t  B e n q a l ,  B l h a r  a n d  t h - ^  C e n t r a l  G o ' r e r n m e n t *
{ " )

H  I p O ' - '  e s t a b l i s h e c l  o n o  g i a n t  p ] a n t  a t  F a r - a k k a .

B u t  b e f o r e  c o m l n g  u p  a l l  t h e s e  g i a n t  p o y r e r  s t a t  i o n s ,  p o w e l i  c r l s l s

vras d lscern ib le  ln  the s tate f rom the begi ry+ng of  1961 y*ren a ser les of  break-

dolns in  power p lants  of  Calcut ta  Elect r ic  Supply  Corporat ion and Damodar Val ley

Corpolat lon (oVC) had cr ipp led power supply  in  the greater  Carcut ta  dxsdr

I r idust r ies were asked to observe auster i ty  in  porver  consurnpt ion and some k ind

o f  ra t i on ing  sys tem was  In t roduced  fo r  domes t i c  consumers .  A t  t ha t  t ime  the

centre anc i  the State Governnrents came forward to  t rescue the s tate f rom power

farn lner  and the Centra l  Government  appolnted Sachdeva Con'uni t tee to  sr - rggest  ways

for  s tepping up generat ion dur tng the Thi rd PIan per iodo *O[""o*mended

inst 'a l la t ion of  a  100 -  Ml lc  power s tat ion nea!  QqlgLr l ls  for  supply  of  power to

indus t r i es  and  one  75  M l |  un i t  a t  Du rgapur  p ro jec ts ,  a  15  MW un i t  a t  Gour lpu r ,

one  50  MW un i t  a t  Coss ipu3"  A I I  recommenda t ions  were  accep ted  excep t l ng  the

Gour lpu r  p roJec t .  W i th  the  co r rm lss ion lng  o f  a l I  t hese  p roJec ts  po \de r  s i t ua t l on

improved;  but  wt th  the,  increase o f  demand d ls  par l . ty  between c iemand and supply

was  aga in  a  p rob lem '  Bu t  t he  p lanners  and  a l so  the  * i t a te  Governmen t  cou l r j  r rn r

fo rn te l ]  t h i s  d l sc repancy .  ' l ' he  USA ag reed  to  i ns ta l J  a  140  *  h i i {  se t  a t  Du rgapur ,

but  l t  was ignored dur ing the Thl rc i  P lan n The pronosal  for  sot t ing up a1O0O*I i t lV

I
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un l t  a t  San ta ld lh  was  d ras t i ca l l y  s lashed  to  4gO MW.

The gentral Water and Power Comrnlssion suboitted a memorandtun to

t h e  c e n t r e  l n  t h e  s e c o n d  h a l f  o f  6 0 s  w h e r e  l t  w a s  w a r n e d  t h a t  a  r b l a c k  o u t l

was  immlnen t '  I t  was  po ln ted  ou t  t ha t  a  sho r t  f a l l  o f  120  MW in  v les t  Benga l
t lould,

A be ln  1970-71r  drd i t  would increase to  200 MSr l  ln  1973;  but  the warn ing

wen t  unheeded  and  the ,a l l oca t i on  o f  Rs .93 \42  c roxe  fo r  va r i ous  p ro jec ts  o f

r i ' i es t  Benga I  $ ta te  E lec t r l c l t y  Board  was  reduced  to  Rs .69  
" ro tu l  

e

T a b ] e  -  9 . 1  A

I n s t a l l e d  C a p a c l t y  o f Elec t r i c i t y  i n  l t es t  t senga I  f rom 1951- l

( In lvilV J

Year i i l es t  BengaI Mah arasht ra A I I  I n d i a

\

1  951

1  961

1 966

1972

1976

1979
*

1980*81
*

19 85-86

546

754

1067

1 2 1 6

1639

1740

1945

e 7 B

339

759

1 305

2109

2480

2962

1 835

4653

9027

1 5254

24039

2 8940

I

l lource s Dra f t  F ive Year P lan 1 978-83 for Maharashtra

I n  T a b l e  9 o l A ;  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  e l e c t r i c i t y  l n  W e s t  B e n g a l  a n d

a  compr i r l son  w i th  & {aha rash t ra  has  been  shown"  I t  r nay  be  no ted  tha t  i n  1951

prq duct ion in  . l l .BengaI  f  ar  exceeded th at  o  f  l i {ah arashtra ,  but  th  ereaf , ter

p roduc t i on  l n  Maharash t r s  fa r  exceeded  tha t  o f  ' doEenga l "  F rom 1951  to  1979  t

p roduc t l on  !n  W" l3enga l  l nc reased  by  3  t imes  and  the  i nc rease  l n  l . l ahs rash t ra

f Economic  Rev lew ,  Gov t .

Supplement  on Power in
1 980

o f  V { . t senga l ,  1986*87 ,

I t es t  Benga I  pub l i shed

y e a r  e n d s  a t  3 1  M a r c h

b y  t h e  S t a t e s m a n  o n  S e p t , 9 ,



9 . 3  -

J  was  8173  t imes  and  the  a l l  I nd la  genera t i on  wen t  up  by  15 .77  t imesn

The power famine actual ly  began 1n th ls  s tate f rom 60s and cont lnued

up to  1985-86 ,  t he  pe r iod  o f  cons lde ra t i on ,  Bu t  t he  c r i s l s  l i nge red  even
-T 

beyond th at period.

T h e  p o w e r  c r i s t s  f o r  a  l o n g  p e r i o d  o f  2 5  y e a r s  N a s s u r p r i s i n g  a n d  i t

a f f o c t e d  l n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  p e w € r  s h o r t a g e  i s  a  p e r e n n i a l  p r o b l e m  a n d

n o n e  c a n  s a y  w h e n  t h e  c r l s i s  w o u l d  b e  o v e r  l n  i i e s t  B e n g a l .

T h e  p o w e r  p r o  j e c t s  v r e r e  b e h  i n d  s c h e d u l e c l  i n  a l  I  t h e  c a s e s  a n d  t i r e y

e o u l d  n o t  c o p e  w i t h  t h e  e v e r  l n c r e a s i n g  d e m a n d .  T h e  c o m m l s s l o n i n g  o f  t h e

p r o J  e c t s  l ? 3 . 5  u n n e c e $ $  a r l  l y  d e l a y e d .

T a b l e  -  9 . 1

Pro jec ts  and  Da te  o f  sanc t i on  and  Da te  o f  Commiss ion

P r o j  e c t s
Date  o  f
s a n c t i o n

D a t e  o f
conni iss lon

1 ,  5 t h  u n i t  o f  B a n d e l ( 2 1 O  h 4 i ! )  A u g ,  1 g T 2  N o v ,  1 9 m

2"  Th ree  un i t s  o f  210  MW each
at Ko lagh at Jan . 1972 19 &-S3

..J 3, 4th writ of 12A fdYC at
S a n t a l d t h

4.  CHSCts 240 MVt '  power s tat ion
a t  T i t aga rh

1972

1 975

1 980-81

1 9 83*84

Souree ;  The Statesman supplement  on por . , rer  sept  9 ,  1gg0

The  da tee  o f  co rnmies ton  o f  d i f f e ren t  uu - r i t 6  y re re  changed  a  n r rnbe r  o f

t imes .  ' { l t hough  the  g ian t  5 th  un  i t  a t  Bende l  was  sanc t i oned  l n  1972  l t  was

commiss ioned  In  1980 .  Tha t  t s ,  i t  wen t  beyond  the  schedu led  da te r  The

'1 Kolaghat  un i ts  took 11 years for  corrn lss ion ing.  Santa ld i l r  ts  4 t f i  un l t  took

9 years to  complete,  CESCts 240 l lW unl t  was a lso counlss loned af ter  9  years.

Ueual ly  a  power p lant  ls  completed wt thtn 5 years.  But  de lay ln  commiss lonlng

the  p lan ts  v ras  r .nusuo lo  I t  a f f ec ted  the  s ta te  i n  two  ways  3  ( f  )  I t  i nc reased



-  9 : 4  e

e l e c t r i c l t y ,

{

cos t ,  ( z )  I t  de layed  supp ly  o f

as  was  expec ted .

i ' e . r 1 t  c o u l d not  meet  up denrand

T a b l e  -  9 , 2

West  Bengal .s  Peak Demand outs ide the DVC area

Y e a r  ( t  )
supplv
r,ln(4)

S h o r t f a l l
uw (r)

Unrest r ic ted demand
Ml'l (2)

R e s t r i c t e d  d e m a n d
t'tw (s)

^ 1 978*?9

1983-84

1984*85

1985*86

1  , 4 1 9

2  , 2 1 3

2 1407

2 , 6 2 Q

1 ,2A6

1 , 8 3 0

2 , 0 4 5

z  r z z J

1 , 0 4 0

r  ? ( } )
|  1 J l t s

1 ,4 i18

1 r 4 3 1

J I Y

o J l

969

t 1 1 8 g

v
Source r  The supplement

The tab le 9.2 shows that

demand and shor t fa l l  increased

Durlng thtrs 7 years from lgTB

supply  went  up by only  3? per

on power ( Statesman Sept 9, l9B0 )

there are dlscrepancies between supply and

from 3?9 MtV in  19?8-79 to  11189 MW ln 19S-86.

to  1985 demand increased b/  84 per  cent  whl le

cen t .

l A7dt

5 ? 5
q ? ( ]

525

1 1 2

Produc t i on  o f  power  i n  t e rms  o f  pe rcen tage  l nc reased  on l y  112  pe r  cen t

tn  ! ' ' J .Benga l  f rom 1951  to  1971  (20  yea rs )  
"g " i ns t  

10?4  pe r  cen t  i n  t he  punJab ,

11? l  po r  cen t  i n  Taml l  Nadu ,575  pe r  cen t  l n  U .P .1  53g  pe r  cen t  l n  Gu ja ra t  and

g25 per  cent  in  Mahara"ht ra2.

rnerease of producaff i r ,  to 1971 ( in porcentage )

TamiT-Mdu *-'ffi

Pun  j  ab

U .  P ,

u^uj arat
-( l ,{ah arashtra

West  BengaI

Sourcg I GoVt" of 'r ' iestBengal  (  Jubamanas Sept-Oct ,  1980
2 

"  Jubamanas Sept-Oct ,  1gB0 Gov t ,  o f Y/est  BengaI) ,  PP 1 8
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l

Tab le  9 .2  shows  tha t  supp ressed  demand  (a i r re rence  bo tween  co l  2  &
_]-

col 3) in 197&-79 was 213 Mt'/ ,  617 Mty in 1983*84, 362 h{lJ tn lgeLs5 , 3g7 IAll . I

i n  1985*85 .

The Left Fron,t cane to the Government

very much ln tens ive,  and they purchased gas

o f  t he  power  c r l s i s  w t th in  a  sho r t  span  o f

turb lnes in  1979-80 wh ich generated 100 Ml i {3

t h e r e f o r e  c o s t l y "

i n ' 1977  v * ren  l oadshedd ing  was

turb ines f rorn U,K.  to  get  r ld

t ime .  They  pu rchased  5  gas

,  Bu t  t h i s  l s  run  by  d iese l  and

+

T h e  I - e f t  F r o n t  G o v t '  t n  t h e  s a n r e  J o u r n a l  ( J u b a n a n a s )  s a i d  b h a t  1 - l - r e y

i . n h e r l t e d  a  d e f l c i t  o f  3 5 5  M l t n  I n  - j u n , e  1 9 1 7  |  t c l ; a i  c i e m a r i d  y i e s  1 C 0 5  i d i ;  e i n c l

t o t a l  s u p p l y  w a s  6 5 0  l v t H  ( t O O S  -  6 5 0  a  3 5 5  ) ,  t s u t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t o t a l  c a p a c i t y

o f  p o w e r  p l a n t s  w a s  m o r e  t h a n  1 1 4 0 0  l y l y i ,  i r € r r c o p o c i t y  u t i l i s a t i o n  w a s  4 5  p e r
4

c e n t  .

T a b I e  9 . 4

The  Le f t  F ron t  t ook  the  fo l l ov r i ng  p ro jec ts  be tween  19??  and

1 9 85*86

Y e  a r ProJ  ec ts Un it Capa c i ty
IvlY{

T o t a i  P r o d u c t i o r i
(t'lw)

1 9 7 B - . 7 9

1 979-80

1 980-81

1 9 8 1 - 8 2

1982*83

1983-84

San ta I dth
Rlch ln ton

Gas Tarb lne

San ta ld lh
Ban deI

Durgapur
Jatdheke

Ko lagha t
T l tagarh
Rammam

Ko Iagh,at
T i tagarh
Ranrnanr
Farraka

3rd

l s t  &  2 n d
J
4
I

3rd
4th
z

1

L /

r r )
12o  l

2 l

1 0 0

120 l2 1 o  l

1 1 o l
B l

420I
1 801. ' 2 . b 1

2 1 o l
601
251

200 I

122

1 0 0

330

1 1 8

612.5

495

4th
5th

v
i )

1 i )

r )
rr)
r )

i i J
1r )
i )

rr)
r l )
rv)

J

21 un l ts GRA}ID TOTAI, ; 1  .777.5
Jubaman as (Crovt.o f West Bengal 1980 Annual  Nqnber  PP 21

o f  Wes t  Benga l  pub l i shed  l n
W e s t  B e n g a I ) .

Ar t ic le  by Shyanal
the Fest lva l  Nr . rnbei

Ch a kraborty,
o f Jubarnan as

Sept- {c t ,
Mln is ter

(Gov t .o  f



h
But  the problem is  !  the proJects  rvere lnord lnate ly  de layed

na ln l y  f o r  two  reaSons  :  i )  Lack  o f  f r : nd ,  i . ee  I  t he  fund  v ras  no t  re leased

ln  t ime ,  i i )  l abou r  i nd i sc lp l l ne .  The  p ro jec ts  were  lmp lemen ted  by  p r l va te

con t rac to rs .  l ' he  l aboure rs  app rehended  Joss  o  f  wo rk  a  f  t e r  t he  comp le t i o r r

o f  t h e  p r o j e c t s .  ' f h e r e i o . t ' e ,  
t h e y  a d o p t e d  g c * s l . o v . ;  p c l l c y  a n d  s o n e t j i r i t $

6eased  work  fo r  mon ths "

Poor  superv i s ion  r  ssk i l l ed  l abour  fo rce  rec ru i t ed  l oca l l y  e t c .

brought  down the percentage of  capaci ty  ut l l isat ion which var ied between 30

and 40 per  cent ,  0r r  severa l  occaslons complete rb lack outr  in  the s tate,

espec la l l y  l n  t he  Sou th  Benga I  was  expe r ienced .

i  T h e  p o w e r  f a m i n e  f o r  n e a r l y  t h r e e  d e c a d e s  w a s  T e s p o n s i b l e  f o r

t h e  s l o v r  g r o w t h  r a t e  i n  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  l n c i u s t r y  a n d  a g r i  c u l t u r e .  T h e  i n d r . r s t r i e l

I  u i l i ts  had to  pay fu} l  wage even dur lng loadsheddlng which in  some years

las ted  fo r  10  to  12  hou rs  (  Ouy  &  n igh t  ) .  The  i ncJus t r l a !  un l t s  had  to  < jec lo r ' *

' Iay-613t  for  want  of  power.Q.apt lve. .  Power p lants  v{ere not  a l lowed to pro-

duct ion uni ts  in  many cases on the p lea that  State Elect r ic i ty  Board ' " f ld t " " "

market  lng problem. On the same reason,  the CESC was not  a l lowed to expand

' { '  the i r  r .ur i ts  for  a  Iong per i ,od of  t lme,  'v {hen the problem was out  o f  gear ,

t he  Gov tn  dee lded  to  g l ve  po rm iss ion  to  CE$C fo r  t he  expans lon  o f  o ld  p lan ts

+  and  a l so  se t t i ng  up  nev r  p lan ts  a t  $ay  T i taga rh ,  Budge  Budge .

Being an lndustr le l ly  developnd state the pow€r shor tage has

a f fec ted  the  economic  I l f e  o f  t he  peop le  o f  y ies t  Benga I .  The  s ta te  p roduces

21 per cent of the total lndustrlal production of the cotrntry, and 9 per cent

.  o f  the GNP. l lest  Bengal ,  especia l ly  Calcut ta  and l ts  urban dreas,  may be
-4

ca l l ed  a  M in l - I nd la ,  f o r  peop le  f rom a lmos t  a l l  pa r t s  o f  t he  co tn t r y  l i ve  he re .

- ! -  Hence ,  lmpac ts  o f  power  c r i s l s  i n  f {es t  Benga1  a re  ex tended  a l l  ove r  t he

+

coun t ry ,
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Power  sho r tage  was  no t  a  new p rob leu r  i n  t h i s  s ta te .  The  s ta te

was  con f ron ted  w i th  the  p rob le tn  fo r  t he  l as t  c jecades .  The  sho r t f a l l  l n

the carcut ta  area a long was between ' toor f i f t5  
MW arrnost  aa l ly5.  rn  some

parts of Calcutta Metropoli tan area power-cut contlnued elght to ten hours

a day. Industries rwere not assrrred of regular supply of electr icity. {oad=

sheading,  even in  t .he densely  populated areas,  was a regular  feature.  Jute,

eng inee r lng ,  sma l l -6ca le  l ndus t r i es ,  p r l n t i ng  p r ,esses  were  subs tan t i a l l y

a f fec ted  fo r  t he  sho r tage  o f  powe t "  Nevv  i ndus t r i es  were  no t  coming  up  fo r

want  of  porvet"  The State Covernment  could not  guarantee urrd is turbed pol ryer

suppry .  New en te rp r i ses  cou ld  no t  a f fo rd  to  bea r  t he  p roduc t , i on  l oss  ov r i ng

to  non*ava i l a l : 1 I i t y  o f  power ,  I n  an  uno f f i c i a l  es t ima te ,  c iu r i ng  j 9B0-81  the

Produc t l on  l oss  due  to  p 'ou /ex  fa i l u re  was  o f  Rs .1  ,O0O c ro re  i n  t h i s  s ta te .

P roduc t l on  cos t  had  l nc reased  to  a  cons ide rab le  ex ten t  because  ave rage  f i xec i

c o s t  h 3 d  g o n e  u p  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  l o w  l e v e l  o f  p r o d u c t i o n .

The  ag r l cu l t u re  was  a l so  ha rd  h i t  f o r  non*supp ly  o f  po rve r  i n  ru ra l

e r e a s -  R u r a 1  e l e c t r i f i c a t l o n  p r c a r a m n e  i n  t h e  s t a t s  h a d  p r a c t i c a l l l r  5 * " n

she lved  fo r  wan t  o f  power .  I n  ru ra l  e lec t r i f i ca t i on  p rog r ' 3mne  th r :  r ' r ho I  e  c i '

eas to rn  reg lon  was  l agg ing  beh  i nd  o the r  reg ions .  I n  l t es t  Benga l  on l y  31  i j e r

cen t  o f  t he  v i l l ages  has  been  e l . ec t r i f i ed .  Th i s  pe rcen tage  i n  o the r  s ta tes

t111  1978  was  :  Ha ryana  and  Ra jas than  -  1005  Tami r  Nadu  -  99 ,  Ke ra la  -  9? ,

Maharashtra and Jannu & Kashmir  -  62,  Karnataka -  58,  Sndhra Pradesh -  55.

Wes t  Benga l  r s  t o ta l  i ns ta l l ed  powex  genera t l ng  capac l t y  was  1g45  My l

i n  1981*& , .  The  c je ta i l s  a re  g i ven  i n  Tab le  g .6

{

^|

r

t

-{

Power Depar tment ,  Govt .  o f  l iest  Bengal
o f  d a i l y  s h o r t f a l l ,  T h e  f i s u r e s  v r e r e
Deptt, ln June ' l  980 .

r e g u l a r l y  d e s p a t c h e d  t h e
d e s p a t c h e d  L o  t h e  p r e s s

amo un t
by Porie: :

{
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Tabl.e _ 9jl

Reg lon*w ise  g rowth  o f . I n s t a l l e d  C a p a c i t y

[ ln ]uri )

RgSion |  951 1961 1973 1 980 S lncrease f rom
1951  to  1980

.^

Eastern

North ern

iYes t ern

Southern

599

354

.lzz

363

1241

9 0 8

1 359

1 1 1 5

3654

4075

4069

4517

4535

7907

731 B

6897

730

2300

1 800

1  900

Srr  UfCe F i n a n c c Min is t . ry  & C i j  n

Ia !_ te  _  9"6

Power Projects ln f lest  Bengal
(  t ser -s2  )

I

I
( i n u w )

Pro j  e  c ts
I n s t a l l e d Ca pa ci ty

t

Bande l  ( sEe)

Durgapur (pvc)

san ta ld {h  (SEg)

Calcut ta  Etect r lc  Supply  Co.  (pr tvate)

Durgapur ProJect Ltd. (autononous body)
Gourlporo (sen)

Jaidhaka (Sre)

Dishergart"r (SEg)

i , tassanJors (sEg)  ,

Mayuraksh t (Sng)

L i t t t e  Ran j  t t  ( sEe)

Four  Gas Turb ines (SUn)

JJU

290

360

4 1 3

285

35

2 7

1 5

4

(n)

(H )

( H )

( i t ;,)

BO

SEB =
H = Hydro

1 ,845T o t a l  t
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Pro jec t i on  o  f

T a b l e  -  9 . 7
%___*

Demand for power in W e s t  B e n g a l

( :Ln i.ttt )

t'

Year Tota l  Demand Incrgase ln demand
fron prevlous year

r

1977-78

1978-79

1 979*80

1 980-81

1 9 8 1 - &

19&-83

1 983*84

1 984*85

1 985-S

1 005

1 1 S

1 340

1 460

1 569

1 7 1 5

1 940

2400

2700

x

1 8 0

r 5 5

t 4 v

1 0 9

1 4 6

225

460

300

$ o u r c e ;  J u b a m a n a s ,  $ e p t - o c t  1 g g 0  p u b l i s r r e d  b y  G o v t . o f  f . y " I l e n q a I

r q ! 1 9  :  ? . g
Capac i t y  U t l l i . sa t ton  i n  power  p roJec ts i n  f ies t  BengaJ

Year
t Capacl ty  ut i  t lsat ion (S)

1 970*71

1971-72

t Y l ! * l l

1 973*74

1 974*75

r  979*80

3 8 . 4

3 8 , 0

' t  I  o J

3 8 , 4
':r ttr ..)

? O '
,{

r  T h i s  i s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  g t a t e  G o v e r n m e n t , s repo r t .
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P e r  C a p l t a  C o n s u m p t i o n  i n  D i f f e r e n t Sta tes

( tn xttH

States 1 960-61 t 9 7 0 - . 7 1{ 1977--18

PunJab

Maharashtra

GuJara t

Ha ryana

K s r n a t a k a

fan r i l  Nadu

l {est  BengaI

Or l ssa

Assam

3 3

73

52

44

5 0

B4

1 5 9

1 5 8

1 3 8

98

1 0 4

1 3 0

1 1 6

242

1 9 9

192

174

1 4 8

1 4 6

{  aq,

R q

A I I  I n d i a 1 7 8

Sourcer  ;

The rma l  power  p lan ts

cspac i t y  l n  hyd ro  p ro jec ts

l l l t h  t he  l nc rease  o f

o f  ag r l cu l t u re  the  demand

rJayo ' Ihe 
nature of  demand

Govt .  o f  l {est  tsengal

predomlnat"  in  f lest
I, lH.

was  on l y  37n (  19Bb

T h e  t o t a l  l n s t a l l e dBenga]  .

) o

popu la t i on ,  expans lon  o f  i ndus t r i es ,  modern i sa t i on

fo r  power  had  been  con t l nuo r - r s l . y  i nc roas ing  day  r : v

l n c r e a s e  i s  $ h o y r r i  i n  l  a b I  e  i ) . ' ' l u

I f  w e  e o n s ! . d e r  t h e  y e a r  1 g B 1 - 8 2  a n d  a n a l y s e  t h e  s u p p l y  a n d  d e m a n d

s l tua t lonr  rve  sh?.11  see tha t  ln  th ls  year  the  ins ta l led  capec i ty  was 1rg45 Ml l I

and de4 land 1r569 MW6.  Natura l l y  there  was no  reason o f  wor ry r  But  the  prob lem

w a s  t h E t  t h e  a c t u a l  s u p p l y  w a s  f a r  l e s s  t h a n  t h e  i n s t a l l e d  c a p a c i t , y  o f  t h e

p o w e r  p r o j e c t s o  T h e  a c t u a l  g e n e r a t i o n  o f ,  p o w e r  i n  p o w e r  s t a t i o n s  i n  H i e s f  B e n q a ]

v a r l e d  b e t w e e n  3 o l t l ' d ' + 0 . p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  i n s t a l r e d  c a p a c l t y  o n  t h e  a v e r a c r e .

l lence,  t l - re re  was a  hur . le  1q1 i lp  be t \ \$ ( ]  n  supp ly  e inc i  r jen i ; *n r i .  , f \ i : ccJur . l in ( i  t r r  . [ r , t t  ] ^ i )L t i j . i .  1 . .

l l g l q - l s j  o f  t h e  c o r q t r o l l e r  a n d  A u o i t o r  G e n e r a l  o f  I n d i a ,  r h e  c a p a c i t y  u t i l i s a -

A Sta te  E lec t r l c l t y  Board
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t l on  l n  wes t  Bengx t t s  power  p roJec ts  ruLs  as  shown  in  Ta5 ls  9 .g .

power

t rsupply

rn  case o f  b reak-down o f  a  un i t  o r  un i ts ,  wh lch  was vexy  f requent ,

s u p p l y  f a l l e d  s h a r p l y  c a u s i n g  b l a c k - o u t  l n  v a s t  a r e a s .  T h e  a c t u a r

o f  p o r v e r  i n  t h e  s t a t e  r a n g e d  b e t w e e n  5 5 0 a l d ? 0 0 g , 4 ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e

i n  m a t h t e m a t l c a l  c a l c u l a t l o n  s h o r t a g e  v a r i e d  f r o m  8 6 9  t o

Ml l {  da11y .

,r

1 r 0 1 9

T h e  p e r  c a p l t a  p o w e r  c o n s u n p t l o n  i n
fha-t o1
n o t h e r  s t a t e s .  I n  1 9 6 0 - 6 1  y  t h e  p e r  c a p i t a

w a s  t h e  h i g h e s t j  I n  1 9 7 0 - 2 1  W e s t  B e n g a l r s

t h e  p o s l t i o n  c a m e  d o w n  t o  s e v e n t h  ( T a b l e  -

i ' i es t  Ber iga  I  hac j  f  a l  Ie r r  compared tc r

po ! ' re r  consumpt ion  lb  t t r i s  s ta te

p o s i t i o n  w a s  f i f t h  a n d  i n  1 9 7 7 - 7 8

9 , 9 ) .

T a b 1 e  9 n 9  a l e o
V

s a s t € r n  s t a t e s  l W " t s o  e

$egi ona I tsa e lqwardness

shows t ,ha t  per

i l i h a r r  0 r ! s s a

c a p i t a  e l e c t r i c i t y  c o n s u m p t i

a n d  A s s a m )  i s  f a r  b e l o w  t h e

on ln  four

n a t i o n a l  ? v e r d g € o

Eas te rn  reg lon respec ia l l y  i { es t  Benga}n  f rom the  economic  po in t  o f  v l ew

ho lds  s  ve ry  impor tan t  pos i t l on  i n  t he  coun t r y .  Abou t  25  pe r  cen t  o f  t he

tota l  populat ton l lve ln  th ls  reg i ,on and 30 per  cent  o f  the GNp is  contr ibuted

by  th i s  pa r t  o f  t he  coun t r y .  MaJor  expo ruab le  i t ems  l i ke  Ju te  goodss  tea ,

{nglneer lng goodsr  ore predomlnant}y  produced in  th is  reg ion.  Anong the

ess te rn  S ta tes ,  t yus t  Benga I  and  r J iha r  a re  i ndus t r l a l l y  deve loped .  T .hough

e a s t e r n  r e g l o n  l s  r i c h  i n  c o a l  a n d  m l n e r a l  o i l ,  l t  f a c e s  s e r l o u s  e n e r g y  c r l s i " s

s { i l 1 c h  h a s  p a r a l y s e d ,  s o  t o  s a y r  t h e  e c o n o r n i c  l l f e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ,  A l l  t h e

* * s t e r n  S t a t e s  p u t  t o g o t l r e r  c o n s u m e  l e s s  t l r a n  1 b  p o r  c e n t  o f  t h e  n e t i o n r s  p o w e r

s u p p l y  w i t l c h  l s  s l g n i f i c e n t l y  r e s s  t h a n  t h a t  c o n s u m e d  b y  a  s i n g r e  W e s t e r n  S c a r e ,

i {ab la ras f i t , r a ,  wh lch  takes  away  a  18  pe r  cen t  s l i ce j .  S tnce  19b1  ,  t he  l ns ta l l ed

{capacl ty  of  power product lon tn  the eastern sector  has increased by only  ? t lmes,

' *h i l e  i t  has  mu l t l p l t ed  23 r ' 18  an<J  19  t imes  l n  the  no r the rn ,  wes te rn  and

sou the rn  reg ions  respec t i ve l y ,  Power  be ing  the  p i vo ta l  t o  economic  g rowth ,

j " t  l s  on l y  na tu ra l  t ha t  l n  o the r  sphe res  too  the  eas te rn  reg ion  i s  rap id l y
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fa l l lng behind the other  par ts

c a p a c l t y  1 n  t h e  e a s t e r n , r e g i o n

1 9 8 0  e a s t e r n  r e g l o n f s  p o s l t i o n

-c ,pos l t i on  o f  t he  eas te rn l sec to t

#qs.eq ,,qf- the Qrisiq
I '  

I ' t o w  t h e  q u e s t l o n  i s  w h y  h a s  i t

t h e  s t a t e  o f  a f f l a r s  i n  W e s t  B e n g a l

I  r  I n c r e a g l n g  d e m a n d  o f  p o w s g

o f  t h e  S t a t e "  L a o k  o f  f o r e s l g h t  o n

r 6 $ p e n s i b l e  f o r  t h l s  f a i J , u r e  i n  t h e
{
c a t e h  u p  d e m a n d .

o f  the  count ryo  In  I  951

w a s  5 9 9  M t r Y ,  t h e  h l g h e s t

came dorsn  to  the  bo t tom7

l s  s h o w n  l n  T a b l e  9 . 5 .

the  lns ta . l led  povrer

i n  a l l  r e g i o n s r  b u t  i n

.  T h e  d e t e r t o r a t i n g

Among the eastern s tates yr lest  Benga]  ard Bihar  predorn inate,  Aoout  ?O
p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h l s  r e g i o n  l i v e  i n  w e s t  B e n g a r  ( s + . s

m l l I i o n )  a n c i  u l h a r  ( Z O  m f t l i o n )  ( t g A t J ,  T h e s e  t w o  s t a t e s  s h a r e  m o r e  t h a n  8 3^
per  cen t  o f  t he  l ns ta l l ed  pawer  genera t i ng  capac i t y  o f  t he  eas te rn  sec to ro

I { s s t  B e n g a l r e  i n s t a l l e d  c a p a c l t y  l s  a b o u t  4 0  p c r  c e n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  c a p a s i l y

o f  t he  eas te rn  reg ion "  8u t  a rnqng  the  eas te rn  s ta tes  i ^ l es t  Benga l  and  g iha r  a re

con f ron ted  w l th  acu te  power  c r i s i s "  Power  c r i s l s  l n  o the r  eas te rn  s ta tes  i s  no t

r s O  S e f i o u s .

been  so?  There  a re  seve ra l  reasons  fo r

3

w a s  n e v e r  t a k e n  l n t o  a c c o u n t  b y  t h e  r u J e r s

t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o n c e r n e d  a u t h o r i t i e s  i s

p o w e r  f r o n t o  A s  a  r s s q l g ,  s u p p l y  c o u l d  n o t

,
2 .  T h e  m a c h l n e s  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  p o w e r  p l a n t s  a r e  o b s o l e t e r  T h e  a v e r a g e

l o n g e v i t y  o f  t h e  m a c h i n e s  i s  2 0  y e a r s  a n d  a l l  t h e  p l a n t s  a r e  o l d e r  t h a n  t h a t

p e r i o d ,  B e s i d e s ,  t h e  m a c h l n e s  a r e  n o t  g i t a e n  a n y  r e s t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  u s u a l  r u l e .

D u r i n g  e m e r g e n c y  i n  1 9 2 5  t h e r e  w a s  h e a v y  p r e s s u r €  o n  t h e  m a c h l n e s  a n d  t h e y

w e r e  u s e d  l n  e x c e s s  o f  t h e i r  c a p a c l t y .  P e r i o d i c a l  o v e r h a u l i n g s  o f  t h e  m a c h i n e s

l w e r e  n e v e r  d o n e  b e f o r e ,  o v e r h a u l l n g  m e a n s  s t o p p a g e  o f  p r o d u c t i o n ,  s o  i t  w a s

avo idedo As  a  resu l t  o f  th ls  there  ls  con t lnuous  tube leakages and break*downs

o f  t h e  u n f t s u

3 u Labour  l nd l sc lp l i ne ,  t he f t ,  l n te r -un lon  r i va l r y ,  I oose  admln l s t ra t l on

.f
a t Mln ls t r y  o f  F inance  &  C  E  A  (  Gov t ,  o f  I nd ia  )
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a r e  t o  a  g r e a t  e x t e n t  r e s p D n s l b l e  f o r  t h e  l o w  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  p o w e r  p l a n t s l

I n  a  p o w e r  p l a n t  l n  l t e s t  B e n g a }  t h e r e  a r e  1 7  u n i o n s  a n d  t h e y  q u a r r e f  a l l  t h e

t i n e '  T h e  c a p a c l t y  u t l l l s a t l o n  o f  t h e  p l a n t  i s  b e l o w  2 0  p e r  c e n t n  E v e n  w h e n

* t h e  w h o l e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  ' I f l a s  p o w e r  h u n g r y  a n d  t h e r e  v r a s  i n c e s s a n t  r o a d - s h e d d t n g s

t h e  u n l o n s  c a l l e d  f o r . c e a s e  w o r k r  f o r  h l g h e r  w a g e  a n d  o t h e r  b e n e f l t s .  S e n s e

o f  r e s p o n s l b t r l t y  a m o n g  t h e  w o r k e r s  1 s  t o t a l r y  a b s e n t .  ! , i o r k e r s  d o  n o t  c o n r p l e t e

t h e i r  u s u a l  w o r k  o n l y  t o  g e t  o v e r t l m e  b e n e f i t .  F o r  e x a m p l s ,  a  s t a f f  l n  a  p l . a n t

w h o s e  m o n t h l y  s a l a r y  w a s  R s 1 5 0 0 ,  d r e w  R s . 3 y 0 0 0  l n  a  6 9 n 1 h  a s  o v e r t l m e  a l r o w a n c e E '

The  cos t  o f  p roduc t l on

and corrupt ion and the

Governmen t  l s  a  s l l en t

Fun i  ont  sm"

ln  power  p ran ts  has  been  swer l i ng  up  ow ing  to  i ne f f i c tency

burden ls  sh l f ted to  the shourder  of  the consumers.  The

spectatorr  for  they cannot  cope vr i th  the mi l l tant  t rar : le

Y

4 a  S k l l I e d  l a b o u r ,  e f f l c i e n t  t e c h n l c i a n s  a n d  e n g i n e e r s p  h o n e s t  o f f i c e l s

a r e  l a c k l n g  i n  p o w e r  p r o j e c t s .  A t  o n e  t i m e  1 0 r 0 0 ( J  u n s k l l l e d  w o r k e r s  w e r e

r e c r u i t e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e ' E l e c t r i c l t y  t J o a r d  o n l y  t o  p r o v i d e  e m p l o y m e n t  t o  p a t t y

e a d r e s  o f  a  p a r t l c u l a r  p o l l t i c a l  p a r r t y  a n d  t h e s e  w o r k e r s  c r e a l e f l  p r o b l e n s

t h e r e r  I ' h e r e  l s  n o  a r r a n g e m e n t  f o r  t r a i n i n g  t o  t h e  w o r k e r s r  T h e y  w o r k  w i t h o u t

J r a v l n g  a n y  k n o w l € d g e  a b o u t  t h e  f u n c t i o n l n g  o f  p o w e r  p l a n t s ,  T h l s  i s  a 1 5 s  g

v i t a l  c a u s e  o f  l o w  p r o d u c t i o n .

5 '  T h e  o n - g o l n g  p r o J e c t s  a r e  t a k l n g  t o o  m u c h  t i m e  i n  c o m p l e t i n g  t h e

p lan ts  and mak lng  reac ly  fo r  p roduc t lon"  For  example l  the  K.o laghat  p ro jec t

h a s  a l r e a d y  t a k e n  t e n  y e a r s ,  y e t  n o  b o d y  c a n  s a y  w h e n  t h e  p r o j e c t  b e  f u l l y

eompla ted .  I f  sQne o f '  the  on-go lng  proJec ts  wou ld  have been commiss loned as

s c h e d u l e d '  t h e  p o w e r  p r o b l e m  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  t u r n e d  i n t o  s u c h  a  s o r r y  s t o t e o

, A d d l t l o n a l  u n l t s ,  a t  t h e  e x i v t l n g  p l a n t s  a t  B a n d e ]  ( 5 t h  u n l t )  a n d  S a n t a l d i h

( 4 t h  u n l t J  w e r e  s c h e d u l e d  t o  s t a r t  g e n e r a t t n n  o f  p o w e r  t n  o c t o b e r  1 9 8 0 ;  b u t

f g r  v a r i o u s  r e a g o n s  t n e  c o m m i s s i o n  h a 4  b e e n  d e l a y e d .  l l e r e  a l s o  a d m i n i s t r a t . i v e

l a p s e r  I a b o u r  i n d i s c i p l l n e r  o o o - c o - o p e r a t i o n  f r o r n  t h e  c e n t r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  a r e

8 '  B a n d e l  ' f h e r m a l  p o w e r  $ t a t i o n  o f  s t a t e  E r e c t r i c l t y  B o a r d .



^
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r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  I n o r d l n a t e  d e l a y ,  T i m e l y  c o m m i s s l o n  o f  t h e  t w o  a d d l t l o n a l

u n l t s  l n  S a n t a l d i h  a n d  t l e n d e l  c o u J d  h a v e  i n c r e a s e d  s u p p l y  b y  2 6 2 I t W  ( i f  6 a p a c i t y

u t l l i s a t l o n  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  8 0  p e r  c e n t ) .

q
6 "  T r a n s m l s s i o n  l o s s  t s  a s  h i g h  a s  ? 0  p e r  c e n t ' .  ' l ' h l s  

i s  a b o v e  D o r r l t B l  e

S a v i n g  o f  t r a n s m l s s l o n  ] o s s  b y  s a y  1 0  p e r  c e n t  c o u l d  h a v e  s u b s t a n t l a l l y

l m p r o v e d  p o w e r  p o s l t i o n n

7 ,  A f te r  na t i ona l l sa t i on  o f  coa l  m lnes  rampar rb  co r rup t i on  has  g r l ppod

the  who le  bus lness ,  $upp ly  o f  coa l  has  been  ve ry  i r regu la r  t o  t he  power  s ta t i ons f

H lghe r  pe reon tage  o f  ash  con ten t  l n  coa l  supp l l ed  to  p lan ts  has  danaged  the

boi lers  causing f requent  tube leakages and break-downs.

Y Peggpqglg

Severa l l  measures have been taken by the Government  to  cope wi th  the povier

a r i ses ,  Bu t  power  sho r tage  i s  such  a  p rob lem wh lch  canno t  be  so l ved  ove rn lgh tn

There  i s  I ong  ges ta t i on  pe r lod  be tween  p lann lng ,  s ta r t i ng  o f  v . t o rk  and  genera ' -

t t on  o f  power '  The  p rob lem l s  so  acu te  tha t  some sho r t  t e rm measures  be

immed ia te l y  t aken  to  ge t  r l d  o f  t he  p l l gh t  o f  t he  peop le  ow lng  to  sho r t f a l l

o f  s u p p l y -
- ' {  

uouLd hzve
I f  a l l  t he  schemes l run  on  the  r i gh t  t rack r  i tHasexpec ted  tha t  by  1985

an  add l t l ona l  2 r522  M l {  " l lO  be  ava l l ab le  i n  t he  s ta te .  The  measure rs , (bo th
-

sho r t  and  l ong  te rm)  wh lch  have  been  taken  so  fa r  a re  as  fo l l ows  i '

( a )  S } ,o r t  t e rm,measure$  :  { f  )  F l ve  gas  tu rb lnes  have  been  impor ted

b y  $ t a t e  G o v e r n m e n t  f r o m  U . K . .  E a c h  t u r b l n e  h a s  b h e  g e n e r a t i o n  c a p a c i t y  o f

20 Mul.

( l i )  Some o f  the  un i ts  in  power  p lan ts  o re  overhau led  and these un l ts
+

are  produc lng  more  e lec t r l c l t y  nowc

t  ( g )  L o n g  t e r m  m e a s u r e s  :  ( i )  T h e  s c h e m e  o f  K o l a g h a t  h a s  b e e n  r e v i v e d ,

A t  f  i r s t  l t  \ , { a s  d e c l d e d  t h a t  t h r e e  u n i t s  v r i t h  t . h e  6 a p a c i t y  o f  2 ' 1  0  M F I  e a c h  r . r o u l d

-"1

9 .  S t a t e  E l e c t r i c i t y  B o a r d '



'

. r .  b e  s e t  u p .  L a t e r  : o n . i t  h a s  b e e n  p l a n n e t l  t h a t  a n o t h e r  t h r e e  u n i t s  w i t h  t h e

n a n a n i + y  o f  2 1 0  M l , l  e a c h  n i l l  b e  e s t a b ] l s h e d  a t  K o l a g h a t . .  I t  m e a n s  a f t e r
v u y e v +  v

comp le t l on  o f  t o ta l  l ns ta l  l ed  capac i t y  a t  Ko lagha t  t t r e rma l  power  s ta t i on

Pto dve t ion
?  ^w111  ba  1  ,260  MfJ '

( i i )  6 n e  a d d l t i o n a l  u n i t  ( f o u r t h  u n l t )  l s  b q l n g  a d 6 e d  t o  S a n t a l d l h

( p u r u l i a )  t n e r m a l  p o w e r  s t a t l o n e  
' f h e  u n i t r s  i n s t a l l e d  c a p a c i t y  1 s  1 2 0  [ ' 1 y { .

( i t t )  A t  B a n d e l  ( H o o g h l y )  a n  e x t r a  u n l t  ( f i f t h  u n l t )  h a s  b e e n  c o n s t r u c -

t e C "

( iu)  The Calcut ta  Elect r lc  Supply  Companyrs long standlng dernand has

been conceided and the company Is permltted to construct four unlts (+ x OO -

Z4O M11)  a t  T i t aga rh  (Z+ - t ta rgana6)  nea r  Ca lcu t ta .  As  th i s  i s  under  p r i va te

! -  see to r ,  t he  p rog ress  o f  work  t s  sa t l s fac to ry '

t \
\ v i  n r r C  ( N a t j . o n a l  T h e r m a l  P o w e r  C o r p o r a t i o n J  h a s  a  p l a n  t o  c o n s t : ' u c t '

a  s u p e r t h e r m a l  p o w e r  s t a t l o n  a t  F a r a k k a  w i t h  a  c a p a c l t y  o f  2 0 0 0  M ! Y "

( u r )  ' I h e  D a m o d a r  V a ] l e y  C o r p o r a t l o n  ( D V c )  h a s  b e g u n  w o r k  t o  b u i l d  a

thermal  poner  s ta t lon  a t  Durgapur  w i th  a  capac i ty  o f  20u MW'

{ v i i )  T h e  S t a t e  G o v e r n m e n t  h a s  c h a l k e d  o u t  a  p l a n  t o  s e t  u p  a  t h e l m a l
* \

p o w e l s t a t i o n i n N o r t h B e n g a l . T h l s p l a n t v g i l l h a v e f o u r u n i t s a n d w i l l

*  l r roduce 2400 MW (+ x Oo = 240 l{ l ' i ) .

( v l i i )  f f , e  W e s t  B e n g a l  S t a t e  E l e c t r t c i t y  t s o a r A  ( r i e S E i l )  i s  t o y i n g  w i t h

t h e  i d e a  o f  s e t t l n g  u p  a  s u p e r  t h e r m a l  p o w e r  s t a t i o n  o f r  ? C r 0 0  M ! {  c a p a c i t y  a t '

R a J m o h a l  i n  M u r s h l d a b a d .

( i x )  n  f e w  s m a I I  h y d r o  e l e c t r i c i t y  p r o j e c t s  a r e  b e i n g  e x e c u t e c l  b y  l r ' / B $ 8 i 3 "

N o w ,  f r o m  T a b l e s  9 " 6  a n d  9 . 1  0  w e  u n d e r s t s p d  t h a t  t h e  t o t a l  l n s t a l l e d

c a p a c i t y  t n  W e s t  B e n g a l  w l l l  b e  4 1 3 6 7  K y l l  ( 1 8 4 5  M t I  +  2 5 2 2  M w )  b y  1 9 8 5  a n d

kh8&

I
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the  to ta l  denand by  tha t  t ime wt l l  go  up  to  2400 mW ( faUte  9 .7 ) .  Hence l

l t  was  expec ted  tha t  power  c r is ts  ln  i {es t  BengaLAoutd  be  ever  by  1985 and

p r o b a b l y  p o w e r  w o t L d  b e  s u r p l u s ,  B u t  t h a t  d 1 d  n o t  h a p p e n e  F r o m  o u r  p a s t

e x p e r l e n c e  w e  c a n  s a y  t h a t  d e s p i t e  h a v i n g  s o  m a n y  p r o j e c t s  u n d e r  e x e c u t l o n

t h e r e  i s  h a r d l y  a n y  c h a n c e  f o r  t h e  s o l r - r t l o n  o f  p o v r e r  p r o b l e m  i n  t h e  S t a t e '

T h e r e  a r e  t w o  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h a t ,  F i r s t ;  i r t  l s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t i : p r o i e c t s  u n d a r

e x e c u t l o n  w l l l  b e  c o m p l e t e d  a s  s c h e d u l e d .  T h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  w o r k  i s  v e r y  s l  o w "

I n t e r * u n l o n  r l v a l r y  h a s  a l r e a d y  s t a r t e d  e v e n  l n  p r o j e c t s  u n d e r  e x e c u t i o n o

T h e  S t a t e  E l e c t r l c l t y  B o a r d  o r  t h e  S t a t e  G o v e r n m e n t  d o e s  n o t  t a k e n  d l s c i p l i n a r y

a d t l o n  a g a l n s t  c o r r u p t  a n d  l n d i s c l p l l n e d  e m p l o y e e s .  I n l t i a t i v e s  a r e  a b s e n t

a m o n g  t h e  o f f i c e r s ,  H x , c e p t i n g  t h e ' f i t a g a r [  p r o j e c t  w h i c h  i s  u n d e r  C E S C T

l n  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r r  f i o t  a  s i n g l e  u n i t  l s  I i k e l y  t o  b e  c o m m i s s i o n e d  w i t l ' , i n

i h o  c f i n r r ' l i l ' a e l  t r r a t ' o  i c  u , ' i ' l o  r r r ' \  l \ - + w o a n  i n .v ' s  s v r f , u + s , o *  d 3 t e .  q r g o l q l y ,  t r r e r e  i s  w i t l e  g a p  b e t w e e n  i n s t a l i e c i  c a p a c i t y

a n d  a c t u a l  o u t p u t ,  T h e  c a p a c i t y  u t i l i s a t i o n  i n  t f r e  e x l s t i n g  p r o j e c t s ,  a s

h a s  b e e n  s a l d  s a r l l e r ,  v a r i e s  b e t w e e n  
. 3 0 a n d  

4 0  p e r  c e n t .  I f  w e  g e t  4 0  p e r
f  { . .

cent  power  o f  the  lns ta l led  capac l ty  o f  41367 Mrr t {  in  1985r  then to ta l  genera-

t ton  w i l l  be  1  1747 Mi r {  aga lns t  p roJec ted  demand o f  21400 MVl .  Th is  l s  ca lcu la ted

o n  t h e  b a s l s  o f  t h e  a s s u m p t l o n  t h a t  B l l  t h e  p r o J e c t s  u n d e r  e x o c u t l o n  w l l l

{  beg in  ggnera t i on  on  spec l f l ed  da teso  Bu t  i t  l s  a lmos t  su re  tha t  p ro jec ts

un r ie r  execu t i on  w l I l  no t  be  comp le ted  as  expec tec l ,  Hences  the  chance  fo r

t h e  s o l u t l o n  o f  p o w e r  c r i s l s  i s  v e r /  r e m o L e .

4 Few $yqq.gs*t1flrq :

( t )  nUri t t lng that  there Is long gestat ion per iod betvueen laylng down

of  foundat lon s tone of  a  power p lant  and i ts  comrnlss ion l  power product lon

both in  l ' r lest  Bengal  and Blhar  can be lncreased by 30 to  40 per  cent

L
[ m n e f l i a t e l y  l f  s t t l c t  d i s c l p l l n e  i s  m a i n t a l n e d  I n  t h e  p o w e r  p ] a n t s .  D . V ' C .

C h a i r m a n  h t r .  F . C . L u t h a r r s  s t r o n g  a c t i o n  a g a l n s t  u n i o n s  a u g m e n t e d  p r o d u c t i o n

i n  D V C  p l a n t s  b y  5 U  u e r  c e n t .  T h i s  p r o v e C  t h a t  i n d i s c i p l i r r e  a m o n g  t h e

e r n p l o y e e s  w a €  r e s p o n s l . b l e  t o  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  e x t e n t  f o r  l o w  o u t p u t  i n  p o v t e r

P l a n t s  '
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(Z)  At tempt  should be made to f ln lsh the on-going proJects  accordtng

to  schedu led  da tes .  Th i s  i s  ve ry  l npo r tan t r

( S )  I n  W g s t  B e n g a l  t h e r e  t s  p r a c t l c a l l y  n o  h y d r o  e l e c t r i c l t y .  T h e

lns ta l led  capac i ty  o f  the  hydro-proJec ts  ln  West  Benga l  ts  no t  more  than

2  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  l n s t a l l e d  c a p a c i t y  a g a i n s t  3 0  t o  4 0  p e r  c e n t  i n  m a n y

s t a t e s ,  l A l a t e r  r e s o u r c e s  o f  N o r t h  a n d  S o u t h  i 3 e n g a l  c a n  b e  u t i l l s e d  f o r  p o r t e r

g e n e r a t i o n "  E x p e r t s  h a v e  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  i r r  f i e s t  B e n < 7 a  I  j : i l e  r e  i s  a m p l e  o p p o r *

t u n l t y  o f  h y d r o - p o w e r ,  l h e y  h a v e  s a l d  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  1  r B 0 0  M W  e l e c t r i c l t y

cou ld  be  genera ted  1 f  water  resources  were  tqppedr

( 4 )  B l g  p o v r e r  p l a n t s  h a v e  s o m e  d l s a d v a n t a g e s .  E !  o f  a I I r  t h e

i n i t l a l  c o s t  o f  t n s t a l l a t l o n  l s  t o o  m u c h .  S e c o n d l v r  l t  l s  v e r y  d i f f l c u l t

to  manage them"  Th l rd ry ,  b reak-downs in  such pran ts  moan huge shor tage o f

p o v f e r ' I " { e n c e o s m a l l p o w e r p l a n t s w i t h i n s t a l l e d c a p a c l t i e s B 0 t o l 2 0 l v { i r y ( b e

e s t a b t r i s h e d  i n  d l f f e r e n t  p l a c e s  s e a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e '  I n  s u c h  a

c a s e  c o n p l e t e  b r e a k - d o w n  o r  I a b o u r  l n d i s c i p l i n e  i n  o n e  p l a n t  w i l l  n o t  a f f e c t

v 5 6 t  a r e a s *

(S )  A t  l eas t  sne  a tom lc  po \ ^ re r  p lan t  be  se t  up  i n  t he  eas te rn  reg ion '

(6 )  The  p roposed  in te r - s ta te  c l r cu i t  sys tem be  t rans la ted  l n to  ac t l on r

so  tha t ,  su rp lus  povuer  l n  one  S ta te  can  be  t ransmi t ted  to  a  de f i c l t  S ta te .

(? )  Admin i s t ra t l on  o f ,  t he  S ta te  E lec t r i c i t y  Board  mus t  be  gea red  up '

Gonelus I  ons

I t ie  may conclude that  power cr is is  was one of  the main contr i  butory
- - oy sLo,"sey ftrroatLfac to rs  fo r  t he  dec l l n lngn t rends  l n  l ndus t r l es  i n  Wes t  Benga l .  The  c r i s l s

eont lnued for  decades" ,  Prsduct ion loss ln  industr les was lnsui -mountable.

As there was no hope for  the sotut lon of  the problen !n  near  fu ture capl ta l

f lew f rom the State.  The Hlndustan Motors opened the i r  nerry  uni ts  in  Madras

t

v

I

L
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P r o j e c t s  U n d e r  E x e  c u t i o n  i n  l t e s t  i 3 e n g a l

Locat l  on Capac t t y  ( t tw ) E x p e c t e d  d a t e  o f
comple t i  on-*

Kolashat  (seg)  (  Pnase

Kolaghat  (s rn )  (  Pnase

santa  rd th (  sEB )

Bande l  (sne)

I ' i taga  rh  (cusC )

Nor th  Bernga l  (S fg)

Durgapur (uvC)

Farakka ( t t tPc)

Jaldhaka (Sea)

Ramruam (sng)

S i l i s u r i  ( S e e )

I )

I I )

630

630

120

210

240

240

200

200

8

24

2 0

1 982-83

1 984-85

October l  1  980

Oc tober  r  1  980

1 983-84

1 984*85

1 982*83

1  985

1 981 -82

1 983-84

1 984*85

T o t a l  z 2522

S o u r c e  ;  S t a t e  E l e c t r i c i t y  B o a r d ,  G o v t .  o f  r r { s s t  i } e n g a l  r

.l

and  Gu ja ra t  w i thou t  expand ing  the l r  un l t  a t  U t ta rpa ra  (V les t  t l enga l ) .  Ba ta

and  Dun lop  a l so  sh l f t ed  cap l ta l  f rm  the  s ta te .  O the r  examp les  o f  such

capl ta l  f l tght  were a lso not lced.  Frequent  brebk-down of  power p lante,

produet3.on fcr  be low the capeci ty ,  h lgh percentage Qqr)  o f  t ransniss lon.

l oss  e tc '  we re  respons lb le  fo r  power  fam lne .  New inves to rs  was  a f ra ld  o f

pov re r  sho r tage  i n  th i s  s ta te .  En t rep reneurs  f rqm o the r  s ta tes  avo ided  Wes t

Benga I ;  f o r  t he  s ta te  Govern rnen t  cou ld  no t  gua ran tee  power  sup ; :1y ,  I nc rea*
L

s ing dernand for  power eould not  be met  oven dur inq last  25 years f rom 1960

to  t9u5"  La rge  number  o f  I ndus t r l a l  un i t s  became s l ckn  F rom 1950*51  to

1960-61  power  supp ly  was  s teady .  The  S ta te  Governmen t  cou ld  no t  f o resee  the

c lemand ln  f t ture years a,nd they could hard ly  lmprove capaci ty  ut t l isat lonr
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POOf  h& l ln tenanoe o f  power  p lan ts ,  labour  unres t ,  sho t tage o f  fund e tc r  were

t h e  m a i n  c a u s e s  f o r  t h e  s h o r t  p r o d u c t l o n  o f  e l e c t r i c i t y  l n  V { s s t  I J e n g a I n

,  A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  v v a s  p o t e n t i a l t t y  1 n  t f r e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  h y d r o * e l e c t r i c i t y ,  t h e
-4.

S t a t e  G o v e r n m e n t  c o u l d  n o t  u s e  t h e  p o t e n t i a l i t y ,  N o b o d y  k n o w s  r v h e n  t h e  p o w e r

f a r n i n e  w l l l  b e  o v e r  i n  W e s t  B e n g a l .

t
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