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PREFACE

The topic FA study of the Administration of the

Centra l  Prov inces 1861-1903,n evoked a br ie f  f l t r t ter

because of i-ts general nature. I t  was, however, conceded

that specefic studLes l ike those of Judiciary, Revenue or

eolice may regui.re lncisive capaclt ies part icularly needed

for these subject,s. Moreover, suff lcient matter may be

diff icuLt to obtaln, for a part icular branch of study.

Hence,  af ter  a  prec lse dLscr- lss lonr  the topJ.c  got  a

c lea rance .

I myself got aware, d.urlng the course of actual

work that., rAdministration' is too wlde a term and rnany

a t lmes,  whi le  co l lectLng facts ,  l f  was d l f f lcu l t  to

decide what  to  record and what  to  ignore.  T,  therefore,

tender my hurnble apologies for the general i ty of the

topJ.c.

Needless to  say,  i t  has been poss lb le  to  Lnc lude

ln the s tudy,  on ly  the main aspects ,  ra ther  than a l l  aspects ,

of  the admi .n is t ra t ion of  the C.p.

For  convenience of  presentat ion,  the thes j .s  has

been d iv ided in to the fo l lowlng chapters l -

The f  l rs t  three chapter ,5 i ,  i .e .  rHis tor ica l  Back-
groundr ,  'Admin is t rat ion on the Eve Br l . t lsh take ovetr l
and rThe Beginnings of  Er l t lsh Admln is t rat ionr  are,  in
a way, an introduction to the study proper. Pourth chapter

deals  wi th  the Adminis t rat ive Div l .s ions -  maln ly  geographlca l .

Flfth chapter deals wlth the land revenue adminl-stratlon.

Sixth and Seventh chapters deal with Judiclal and pollce

admin is t rat ions respect lvery.  E ighthchapter  deals  wl th  the

local self government, nlnth, with education and health
and the tenthrwlth the Economic Administration - rnalnly,

Agr icu l ture,  Forests ,  Minera ls  and Industry .  E leventh,  the
Last  chapterrpresents a deta i led assessment  and a conclus ion

i-n the end.
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fNTRODUCTION I OBiIECT &-FIETHODOLOGY

An apology for such a general topic has to be

tendered, at the outset. The perio, l  of survey is suff iclently

Iong and attempts to examlne some salient aspects of the

adrn in ls t ra t ion of  C,p.

Some of  the aspects of  the admin is t rat ion are,

undoubtedly, closely retated* interwoven and interdependent

and,  therefore,  tend to  defy  segregat lon,  yet ,  f .ox convenience

of  s tudy and a lso that  o f  presentat lon,  i t  had to  be d iv ided

into su i tab le chapters.

The object of this work Is not to launch a treatise

on the subject .  Instead,  i t  embodies the resul ts  of  the

wr i ter r  s  s tudy of  pr imary and or l .g ina l  sources.  Preconcelved

notions and t lme-honoured oplnions have not been al lowed

to j-nf luence the interpretations. It  has been remenrbered

a lL  th rough  tha t ,  t he  ' essence  o f  h i s to ry  i s  accu racy , .

At  t imesr  therefore,  the narrat ives might  have become

lengthy and co1d. in the interest of accuracy and truth.

fhe main aim of study has been to discover as much of

truth as is possible, under the present state of our knowledge.

fowards th l -s  end,  as far  as poss ib le ,  second-hand author i ty

has rarely been given preference over the contemparary

wr l - ters .

Al though a separate chapter  has been wr i t ten for

assessment ,  the la t t ,er  shal l  be found wi th in  the respect ive

chap te r  as  we l l ,

METHOpOLgcY

Having made sure of the topic of Thesls, the synopsls

was prepared In a manner that would keep the enquiry worthwhile

and a lso wi th in  bounds.
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, r wrltten by

Char les Qrant .  proposed the basic  f ramework of  the s tudy.

The qazet teers of  d l f ferent  o j -s t r ic ts  ( the re levant

ones)  prov ided suf f ic ient  mat ter  re la ted to  those dLst r ic ts .

These gazet . teers were aval l -ao le f rom Stat ,e  Gazt i t teer  L ibraryr

located in  the Old Secretar io t ,  Bhopal .

AnnuEl Adneniqllsat:tve-lepoE-ts, were avallable from

the State Gazet teer  L ibrary as weI I  as the L ibrary of

!4 .P.  Secretar ie t .  An yearwise account  of  adminLstrat lon of

various departments was available in these reports. These

accounts needed. a ccnfersj.on lnto departmentwlEe accountl

In  a chronologica l  order .

But, above al l ,  the rnost-oriolnal source material

pertaLning to the toplc of research was collected from the

Central Record Room of 14.P. State Archiv€s, at Ngqpur.

Permiss ion to  consul t  these records,  preserved ln  the

Central Records Roorn at Nagpur, htas obtained from the

Director  o f  M.P.  s tate Archives,  Bhopal .  The entry  ln to

the Records Room vras permltted for the perlod specJ.f led,

for l tmited hours each day.

The Centra l  Record Room has mai-nta ined a c lass i f ied

catalogue of f l les regarding departmentwise Bundle Corres-

pondance.  Relevent  f i le  numbers had to  be very a ler t ly ,

ehosern out of the catalogue maintained there, and then,

reguis l t ioned f ,or  consul ta tLon and record.  These were in

the form of  pr ln ted as wel l  as hand wr i t ten documents

per ta in ing to  depar tments as a lso cases ln  par t icu lar .  The

relevant matter, in view of the obJect of study, had to

be sorted out anc recorded, but, left behind in the Records

Room, every day. The entlre recorded rnaterlal- is numbered

by the Archives 'Staf f  d t ,  Nagpur  and sent  to  Di rector ,

State Archives,  Bhopal ,  for  serut lny and then del lvery to

the scholar  concerned.
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Besl ,des th is ,  some secondary and ter t iary  sourceg

were a lso consul ted,  main ly  in  the form of  books wr i t ten

f rom t ime to t ime on the admln is t rat ion of  C,p. ,oE a

par t  thereof .

Some d. i f f icu l t ies were faced ln  the process.  Not

a l l  re levent  gazet teers were easi ly  avai lab le nor  were a l l

annual  adrn in ls t ra t ive repor ts  readi ly  t raced.  CentraL Records

Room materlal, esplcia.l ' Iy, the handwritten part, was to a

conslderabLe extent ,  in  a s tate of  decay.  f t  is  be ing

malnta ined wl - th  de] lberate ef for tsr  ar rd natura l ly ,  permi t ted

for  use wi th  great  caut ion.  some of  the documents are e i ther
i l leglb1e or hazy and diff icult to <ieclpher even though

magnifying glass were provided for reading such documents

or  le t ters .  A c lose and a ler t  serut iny was needed for

sort ing out the relevent matter.

Despl te  these d l f f icu l t les,  l t  r *as fe l t  that ,  v is l ts

to  Centra l  Records Room, Nagpur  vrere,  by aI1 means,  wor thwhiLe.

I  hope,  inspi te  of  the mater ia l  emanat ing f rom var led
soutrces.ctlherence and lucldity have been maintalned throughout
the presentation and it  shourd not be unreasonabre to expect
the thes is  to  fu l f i l  the purpose.
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