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ZREPACE
There were two disoernible tremds in the Indian Natiomal Movement:

Extreaism and Moderation. The Extremists heavily drewv upon ancient values of
Indis in their sesl to free the natiom from the British thraldom. The moderates
appreciated the benefits of British rule., They fought for political and civil
rights for the Indim within the British Raj and 414 not want complete political
freedom from British imperialism.

The Moderates reconciled their patriotism with loyalty to England, For
the Extremists, Indian patriotism and loyalty to British rule were two diametricall;
opposed ooncepts. These tremds coloured the later political developments in Indie
Most of the Extremist lesders like Lala Lajpat Rai, Swami Shraddhanand, Bhai Parmen:
Syanji Krishna Verms, Sardar Ajit Singh were directly influenced by the teachings
of Dayansnd. On the other mxmhmo Ghosh, B.C.Pal, Balgangadhar Tilak,

Ial Hardayal, Damodar Savarksr and others were indirectly influenced by Dayanand.
The natiomalistic out-lock of tho ktn-ists vas inva.riahly idmtical with that
of Dayanand, Even some of the r&gemtn nccopted the geal of Swadeshi, Swara]

‘ and other ideas wvhich were miahd by Dayanand. But the Moderate's approach to
the solution of the problems of India was through petitions and constitutional
representations.

The study of national movement would be incomplete without a proper
aszessment and in-depth analysis of the contributions of Swamy Dayanand to the
Indien mational movement, It is the purpose of this study to make an objective
assessamt of his personality and the ideas and their impacts om the nationalist
leaders and the people in India. Dayanand had messisniec ardour to restore the
political imdependence of India and to regain the timeless legacy of the past as
s guide %o its reconstruction.

Setn%htchamummtandmuoal malydsbtndonronmh.
highlighting Dayanand's Contridutions to the socio-political ideas of the time {)‘z@f
vhich gave momentum to national movement, Dayanand propounded s philosophy of
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ailitant sationalism without being influenced by western ideas, A brief
chaptex-wise analysis of Dayanand’'s 1ife, personality and socio-political ideas
is furnished,

The first chapter entitled as " The Socio~Political and Religious Conditions
of India During the Time of Maharshi Dayanand”, is of an introductory nature. It
seeks $0 amalyse ithe soeio-political and economic conditions of India on the eve
of the emergence of Dayanand, which influenced his mission of 1ife. At that time
British imperialism was in its full swing. The economic conditiom of India
deteriorated due to the policy of exploitation adopted by the British Government.
It did inealowlable damage to the cultural and eeomomic prosperity of India’,
 Christianity and Islam had been meking steady incursions into the Hindu society,
evidently due to the internal wesknesses of Hinduism itself. Infant marriage,
enforoed widow-hood, caste vanity and various other superstitims >. ruined the
purity of ‘thu Vedis civilisation, Christianity, under the patronage of the British
rule, had spread far and wide in the country. The village system which had kept
India rich since time immemorial was destroyed by the Company Rule. Before the
advent of Daysnand, Brahmo Sama] and Prarthana Samaj were the two mighty reform
movemants. Eminent Brahmo Sama) leaders like Keshab Chandra Sem wanted to westerni:
India and had no faith in the Bastern culturS. These factors influenced Dayanand
during the formative period of his life.

Chapter II - "Barly Life of Swamy Dayanand and Formative Influences”.

Swany Dayanand was born in an Auwdichya Brahmana caste in the state of

N

Morvi in V.8 1881(A.D 1824). At the age of five he began to study the Devanagari

1. Ses VWilliam Digbys: Prosperous British India, London, 1901, p. 86.
2. Sees Vishwa Prakash: Life and Teachings of Swamy Payanand, Delhi, 1935,p.151.

N
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characters. Aftervards he was taught the Yazur Veda Samhita, This chapter seecks
to explaia the escape of Daysnand from home to avoid marriage and to seek after
eternal truth., He came under the influence of many Gurus, But it could not
satisfy his thirst for truth. Fortunately he could get a teacher known as
Virjanand Saraswati who eould satisfy his thirst for knmowledge. He could learn
the true mesning of vedas from his Guru Virijanand,

Chapter III - "Swamy Dayanand and Vedic Dharma”,

This chapter explains in details about Dayanand's active mission of
religious reform in India, He preached the gospel of the vedas. He held Shastratha
with the Hindu priests. Meulabis, and Christian missionaries to establish the
authentieity of the Vedic Dharma.

Chapter IV~ "Swamy Dayanand and Social Reform Movement”,

‘Daysnand‘s crusade against muy social evil like child marriage, wntouchsbili
~and soeisl evils has been analysed in this chapter. He ehampioned the canse of
cow protection on rational, evonomic and humanitarian grounds.

Chapter V « * Swasy Dayanand - The Founder of Arya Samaj”,

The Axya Sama] was founded Dy Dayanand in 1875 as a reaction against Brahmo
Samaj and to challenge the Christiam proselytization. It wanted to create
national awakening among the people. The Arya Samaj, apart from being a social
Rovement was also a gigantie political movement as it successfully spread the
spirit of Indian Nationalism, This chapter highlights the role played by the
Arya Samaj in rousing national consciousness and inspiring the future political
leaders of India with the spirit of rationalism, pragmatism and devotion to the
cause of the freedom of the mother«land in order to protect her culture and religion




- iy -

Chapter VI - "Swamy Dayanand and His Ideas on National Education".

Daysnand believed that English education dehumanised the Indians and made
then delached: from the mein-stream of the socio-cultural 1ife of India. Therefore,
he siressed the need for Gurukul system of education for the integral development
of the personality of the individual. Dayanand in his concept of education laid
stress on the intimacy of relationship betwesn the teacher and the pupil. He
wanted Gurukuls to provide Sanskritic educztion to reawaken our consciousness in
ﬁm secular, scientific and spiritual aspects in our Shastras. This was probably
a reaction against the emphasis on English eduwcation.

Chapter VII - ® Political and Social Ideas of Dayanand”,

Dayanand was not a political thinker in the strict sense of the term, But
he gave expression to political ideas in course of his writings and speeches, It
Was usually believed that Hindus had never been interested in any other type of
‘speculatien except spiritualism. The Hindu Pandits could not appreciate the
question on political problems because they recognised the performance of rituals
in the Shastras. Because they had to depend on medieval glosses to have a knowledge
on the original texts. It was left to Dayanand to shake off the dust of centuries
under which Hindu political thought lay buried. One chapter of the Satyarth Prakash
the sixth, treats of Hindu political thought on various issues of political problem,

Chapter VIII - is the concluding chapter in which an assessment of Dayanand
and his contributions to the mational movement have been attempted. The source of
the materials used have been indicated in appropriate places for this work., A short
bibliography of works referred to in the preparation of this thesis has been
appended. Some of Dayanand's important letters are included in the appendices.

Dondeswvar Das,
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