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There is a tendency among some western writers to
repurd the rural societies of exst, mriicularly of India,
mg alpngt statie and tnchanging. According to their vieus,
for over 2 century the timeles: and chingeless Indian villapes

have heen the idezl of the romnticlists.

4 miero sociolopiexl study of 4 village like
*Shamirpet” by oube (1955) wvhich wasg insulhted in feudal

surioundings and was thus kept almost umffected oy the

urrents of' soclal, eesnopleal and political chunges that

were sweepins the countryside in dritish Indiz, shows certain
unnmistakable trends in the direction of ecultural and institutiona]

variatinne,

soeinl ehinre in modern times hg become the
symhol of continued movement tow:irds modernization. The
contemrorary world 1s now more hazardous thin it was ever
in the past nand its hazards nov affect more reorle. Jocial
chanpe on the other haind, is not unicuely 2 vhenomencn. JSome
kind and defrees of chanpes have heen universz2l in all times
of history. The speed of eontemporary chiun e is not much
illusorye.

Yo morris Uinsberpg scocixl chanpe is 2 ehznge in

socizl structure c.¢, the size of soclety, the comvosition
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or imbnlance of its parts or the tyve of its orginization.
Though it 1s not =lwvays possible to ascribe srecific attributes
of socisl change some broad chiracteristies of contexvor:ry
ch nges have Leen arpued for modern sociolopists., GSome of
the basic genernligzations are t=-

1. For a given soeiety or a culture rapid ehaiges

occur froouently or constintlye.

2. Changes are neither temporary nor spatially | |
isolated, that is, chinres may occur in setuental chains
rather th:n throirh "tempor:ry" crisis follewed by culet
period of reconstructions, and the conscouences tend to

recverberate throush entire region or virtuilly the entire world.

3. Since socinl eh nges are rrobable everywhere
and their eonsesuences may be wide srread and significant

they srovide basis for soeisl enginecring.

. The proportion of contempor:ry change that is
either plunned or that occurs as secondary consequences of
deliberate innovations is mwuch higher than in former times.

5. The range of technology and socizl strategies is
exranding rapidly and its net effect is additive or cumulative

in spite of the relatively ravid obsolence of some procedures.

6., The norm:.l occurence affects a vider rance of
individypal ex-erience and functioml asveets of societies in

the modern world, not beczuse such socleties are in all

|



- 153 =

respects more “integrated" but beeause virtuelly no future

of 1ife is exemnt from the exnectation or normality of change.

In the rrevious chnpters we have éeait with changes
in different stheres like family, religion, ¢iste, edueition,
hibits and social status. 4 fairly consistent mtitern

energes fror the earlier descriction.

48 Srinivas (1955) suprested, “the rrocesses which
have affected caste and villoge cormunity have also affeoted
the family system. This has happened a! all levels and in
every sectlion of the socliety," He 8:1d th:t “"though the
traditional joint famiiy agsumed the existance of a sufficient
quantity of land and lack of spitial mwobility and diversity
of occupztion, it would bLe a gross over simolific:tion to
sugrest th:t the Indian family system his changed or is
changing from its Joir

Subpamany:m (1°75) 1< also of the opinilon that
“muieclear type of family 1is vovular teday and 1t seemé to be
a direct econse uence of 5 mrticular economie set un." After
studying Devarurap village soclety wvhere one-fifth of the
households have land and the,rest are laindless, she is of
the opinion thzt "exch m:n has evolved 2 formul: for
existerce which is in the tune wi th the avz:ilable fucllities.
In such = set un where = mn's initiztive ani drive have to be
utilized considerably it is difficult to hive pooled resources.
Confliecting interests would be constantly at play undermining
such structure zs the joint family."
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In Naolakhedi nd Lasudis simil:r trends have -
been observed. In the institutien of fanily'the changed
conditions and the changing attitudes of the pegple have
brought about some significant variations. It is difficult
to present them st:tistically but it could generilly be said
that in the recent yeirs the cohesion of the family his
suffered on account of the yrowth of the spirit of
individualism. Thereby people no longer have the same .
attachment for the s0il of their settlement and eonsequently .
mobility has incrensed. Among the younger people, especially
amorz those who have had some education or urban contacts,
the desire to go to city.is mnifestin; itself on sn

ircreaging scale.

In mmking records of blograrhies and general
attitudes of the reorle, the contrast in the attitudes of
the two generations of the nreonle emerged clearly. This
ultimately results in the break up of the joint family, The
elderly and middle aged complained about the incnnveniences
of the villzage 1ife, but they still regard it as the only
way of life nossivle for them. On the other hand, the younger
people seemed to idealize the city and its nmumerous attractions,
and made nc efforts to eonceal.kheir contempt for the rustic
wvays of the village folk. The change in the attitutdes and
preferences has on one hand encouraged migration to cities
of young people who teok up smal: jobs there. On the other
hand it has also generated disharmony causing eonsiderable

e *
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digsloeation in the establighed vrincinles aecording to which
priorities and conesssions went with age and kinship. These
views ure surpcrted by Dube also on the basis eé his study
of shamirryet (195%).

Conflicts and change in interpersoml relations of
fanily members may be due to non-cooperative attitude, dis-
gatisfaction with the share in the rarental property, ecployment
outside the village or smallness of parental home, these are-
some of the important reasons for the break up of joint
farrilies, This hresk up generally alters interperscnzal
relations of the family members. Changes have been cobserved
in the following spheres :-

1. Wives are consulted by their husbands in the
household matter in the settlement of marriages and in
meintz ning relations with other villagers to 2 greater
extent. To somc extent such consult:tion is done in the
mtters of furming and disposal of agricultural produce
and conduction and organization of social and religious
functions but not in the :ctivities like shopping etc. vhich

require them to go out of home.

2., Boys and girls are treated as esuil by the
rarents but a boy is ezred for more when he is alone among
a number of girls in a family. As boys and girls grow up
girls become closer to the mother and boys seek adviee and
guidance from their father.

et
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3. Young veovle feel it their moral resmaaibili-t;r
to maintain anld take eare of sich elderly rersons who are not
in a position to undertuike any activity which e¢an support

the family economicully.

b, Ho chinge has been ohgerved in the relationship
of the bride with other female members particularly mother-
in<lawv of the family. In many cases the bride is ill-treated
by the mothere-in-law and other female mexbers of the fzmily ]
but when the bride herself becomes the mother-in- low she

also trents her daurhter-in-law in the same way.

5. The relztienshir of the bride with her father-
inelaw and other mle members of the family is distant and
rarely turns into talking terms, but her relations with
younger mrle and female members are culte thick and congenial.

6, Hembers of the same fumily origin generally
cooperate in religious and soeial funetion, msmml‘ly in
village and family eonflicts and rarely in the planning of
violent action wiich muy spoil the smooth life of the village
courunity.

9. After the break up of joint families the
relationshin becomes formal after third generation. Members
asgsewble only on ceremonial functions. The thickness in

relationshin just doeg not exist,
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¥a jundar and Madan (1960) have described religion
"as a mental attitude regardin: the surern:tural, the most
vide svread minifestation of this nttitude is in'the shape of
belief =zn! rituals.” the rele of rituals is importint in
obscrvance according to a prescribed manner of cert:iin actions
designed to establish liailson betveen the performing individual
and the supermitural vower or powers. deliefs are preconditions
cf the ritual and algo a rationalization of the same. Chaégeois
also obgervible in this sphere. Peovrle in Naplakhedi and
Lusudia belicved 1n supernumin powers like “Pecr," "Ghosts,"
"levi," "Devta" ete. Therce has been an aporeciable decline

®
in this belief in the younger generation,

e imvortance of religious reprosent:tives like
!Sadhu' and 'Baipga? his also decrensed amony the younger
reorle. The menbers of the older peneration offered sacrifices
either to nleage the sinirits or to keep them in control.
The members ¢f the younger gencration have dise rded these
tractices wlso. HSoth liindus and Muslims celebrate thelr
religious festivals but the degrec of thelr devotion {is
deercasings dccording to hedeliffe Srown Yreligion is the
recognition ¢f the superiority moral and physiez:l os the

collective over the individusl."

Mhus religion brings members eloser. Jeviation
frow religious belief brings social change. llew beliefs
inereise scclil cohesion as well as divide the society into

many factions. .



- 158 =«

—
Beteille {(1966) has dealt with the three rrinciml
dizensionsg of goeinl stratifiestion in the studg-: of
etvinping Tonjore village in South Tndi~. e feels th-t
thourh chonre 13 25 2 rervasive miture yet it h-s 1ffected
esch of thece sub-gystems in different derrees. At 3ripuranm
the village under study Setellley finds z contracting of
struetur.l distance between the rroximate gegments of the
ciste gystem. ile atiributes this change to west&'nis:«zticn.

and secularisation.

Cogte interactions 2t Devapuram, in 2 study
erndueted by Subrehannyzm (197%), "have also aequired a
different ecmrlexion. “his is mainly due to the change
among the lower castes ~¢ an institetion. Teviously the
laver enates vere conztantly made avare of thelr lowly
rogiticn. Tnday at Devarursm with the Govermment of indda
having deel~red soiunl rights for 31l caste there is n
regentment shown by the lower c:stes in discussing the'custe
hierarehy. This ig becnuse by lmrlieation in hierarchy
there are higher ond lover vositions. The controversy of
high nnd low ariges on the ritunl seale wvhich they vrefer

to avolide

The ecnsus of indla has also abolished the column
of castes, thereby inplyiny that it need not be used as a
diserimin:ting agent and its 1 portance should be underplayed.

At Naplakhedi and Lasudis also villagers feel it is
)
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rointless to diseuss differences among castes 28 interaetigg
among different enstesg i¢ increasing day by day. The Srahmins
esn no longer corwand the awe nnd res ect which*they did in
earlier times, Today the children of Orahmins sit side by side
wvith the boys of all other castes in the school. The adult
fpsheing of the villare are not accorded the same difference
vhich tkeip mmrents had frem other eagstes. During the urse
of study it wrgs found thet the village institutions, villaye
level grort meets, soci:l funetions and visits of nolitieal -
lenders sre mainly brenkng the engte ties 23 all have to
wilk hand in hand to sake these programuessuccessful. Common
rublie wring orv ficility, villige wirkets and entertzinment
rrogrannes :lso trovide ocessions for everyone tc cone

together.

Interdining among different castes is still
orohibited socially and eopenly but the village peorle ignore
21l this when they dine at hotels and rest-urents in t?e town.
neonle Pror all castes exn nlSn be geen visiting the village
ten ghoovg though some distinetion is mnintained between lower
ard upner eastes, ihaties are seen showing mere closeness
with Brahming rather then wvith. ersons belnnging to lower

enstes,

Yealth iz =znother averue for a2chievipg caste mobility.
4 rieh mar is resrected irresrective of his easte. Uith the

incertion of fanchayitl Raj and prliamentary democr:cy, nROwer

en be B¢uired today if a easte has sufficient numeriesl

strength to sunport a eﬁnﬂidate. Hence we find th:.t here
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custe and Vin ties npre neirr used for consolidating nolitieal
nouer. dere gptin ve gee thht inter-custe alfiliations are
toine uaed nn interecnste eomnetitior for pover:

Thus ve see th:t the castie system in the comuunity
rresents only slight variations in some direciion. «g before,
caste still retains its endogaumous churiscter znd continues
tc be a purt of the traditiomml religion. Among the custes
on the lower level there hais bheen some effort made 2t rising.-
in sneial scale by adontion eof surmmes and caste affiliationss
tr4itiomally belonrine to the hirher groups. although it
hng heen leznllv shnoliashed hy the constitution of the Revublic
of Tndi:, untouch bility is still vractised within the village.
Thus we ger that esste hug alweys been and will remain the
w jor determinent of the sneicl charzeter of an individwml in

the villape society.

Massive efforts hive been mide by the Goverrment
tr eduerte the rural folk. Sinece inderendence adult é&ue&tion
cl:gses are being run through different agencies to achleve
the target of eomplete literacy. rhese clisses aure u regulsr
fenture in the villages under study also but &1 percent
resvondents inforied thst they sre illiter:te and 53 percent
are not sending their caildren to schools. The resson for
lack of interest in edue:iinn smong the adult Yolk umzy ve that

trney eun 4o without ite. [duesticn wwony woaen foll is still
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unicormon in rural areas. If 2 pirl ¢nn re:d and write 2 leTter
or ¢an rend some relipious book, it is considered to be

sutliicient for her,

Primary and riddle sehiools exist in these villages
hut o larre curber of hoys nre not sttending repulsr ClisSses.
in effort bis heen rinde to diseover the rengens for thls adverse
tordeney.  Dowerty of the cvitivators seems to be the main
reagon for this. The puronts either necd them at home for
iy business or send ther to weli-to-de cuitivators for 'work

arxl they thus beeome the vrezd-esrners for the family.

Aovdrations yeparding ehildrents cduenticn is 1180
net high, Yo lopity of the ovltivoters asvired to eduete thedr
bers unte high sebanl and civls vrte oriw.ry school only. The
reasnodents are af the ordrdon th ot 17 thelyr s ns =ré educated
hevond high sehool they 4o net core back to their finily busines:
ap they think th t villages are not the suitable rluces for them
tr stoy. Thev becore elther disintereste’ in family business
or fi=nd out sore svit:-ble en-loyment in the nearby city. This
indieste tt the nresent farwe of fermal eduetion fuiled to
potivote the rur:l folk. Sone trype of Job oriented educ:tion
or ~raevie:l tyaining may crente interest apony them and change

tre resent state of affairs.

In the dress oitern of the villopers there his been
viry motico ble ok nge.  The old style peasant dress (dhotl,

bindi, Tapri, snd Degi Joota) is mow piving way to new style



- 161 -

of clothieg, The old stvle dress is comrmon among the fﬂ?ﬂ&gg‘
who have erossed §° yeurs of thelr 2pe. In the nembers of the
younger reneration "Hndi” hus heen reninced by ¥urta’ and
"Thoti® by "Priame® in sowme c:3es. Members of the younger
Fenepstion vut on olathes live +r-users, shirts, bush shirts
cte. aetitehod In urhvn stvle, Pragtiesliy no chonre hs been
obeerved in the drascs of wacen,  'hehnge' 'Lugra’ n? 'Polka
are otdlY somulop coeone fhem, 'Oord' i0 poed by the younge

Firls or women frew outside the villare vho hive geitled there,

In the ford habits of the remnle there his nnt been
wuch eb:inpe., Dal, finti and Onion is the crrwon fond of this
aren.  Novw neonlco have sé%rted tiking ten at hotels n3 well as
2% home. Cheap brnds of cigarettes are retting vopulsar among
hove who renerilly smoke when they are away {rom the elder

merberg of the family.

kany other coinfes hive been observed in the hablts
ol rural folks. sore chinge has oeen noticed In the hiults
agoclated with rerscnil hygine like tliing oath d:11lc, cleaning
movth in the morning, cleaning hand and feect befure golny to
bede Chanre in envirommentul sanitation has 21so been observed.
“<itehen, exttle sheds, nlaces of water storage etc. ire cleined

doily.
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The habit of taking tobiceo is very comnon armmye—
e members of the otder rener-tion. sddiletion to te: is
lound more amony the younpsters. Older neonle try to nvold

ity but vounrer reovie seems to be more interested in it,

i sebe e cobr ol atnnp well to do ge well =g

cooy Terneys. Cher ore weer wore for oentert imment 4ooon or

L
e
e

cop the vens.  Cheso gelp sre geners lly kept on full volume

B0 e to e the seocle ruwre ol thely resence i the houses

Hadern transort facilities bave mnde the »eople
derendent on them. ‘hey even wait for two to three hours for a

bug rother fhan vl = Mgtanne of three Pilopetre.
[ ]

iotal cropred area in both the villages has not
ineressed since the l2st 8o many years as there is no more
lsna whieh eould be brought under cultivation. Modernization
in spriculture needs 2 variety of agricultur:l invuts. This
r:iged the yleid ver unit of land. Conse'vently the asriculturls
outzing presier return. inis wealth c:n chunece the socéial and
econowiesl 1ife of Lhe cultivators. 4Ghis hus been hevrening

tv some extent in the villisges under study.

on laeresse of 50 sepcent to 150 percent bus been
neticed In the bDulloek driwn mmehines while an ineresse of
ucto 3504 h:s been noticed in the machines driven by diesel.
Similarly the use of electricity operated mchin&s has increased
unte 1304, The use of 2grienltural inputs like imrroved seeds,

fertilizers, insecticides ete. h:s also increased by 304 to
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110%. This Lodie:les chanpe oroneness of the villarers. Timely

T seaas, fertilizers de., prover mirveling ielilty,

¢rrect disseminmtion off technolopie:l khuowledré hove coantributed
vueh tow:irds ruising the vroduction. Following are some of the
typienl views of the resvondents whiech might displsy their
mrogressive attitude fe

1e Gre:ter = cultiv:itor is v»revired to tuke risk in
Culbive Lioily more ne will be benciitted. .

o« o
-~ PN YR e s x v s f eyt Ayt
- .t i f Q(}”f J;E (31 SR »:?l}?ﬁ LN Z’é.CHL*QM‘@.

le Ppoduction incresses by self effordts anc not by

the grace of God. .
Hhe Few reciublons meke ngricuitire riskiracs
e idew tecimolosy inerenses creduction.

G. Yore Me attachment with the (ind wore wili be

tie vroducticorn,

iny Lype o slde-hsiness diverts cttentl « frow

cuitivaition an?d decre:aed rroduction.

Y5 Judge the socinl gst:tus of =2n lndividusd or a

fisily following mirarmeters hmve heen used.



1e Detter Aiet -
« No w1l vork

ie lLesgneet shown by others .

&, Lend ang good house

e Consulitation and pediatorshin

De  litgh educ:tion.

Uobhese v oy e res onsiole for ncecrding o high
seiddo st tus dn tho villi e sceletye  on individwl or o family
Loaiag belisr dlel than toel of verszge ludividual or famiiy.is
iloced a2t ¢ Bigher sceial gtatuse. A nerson who only directs or
vrg.niges [iuzily work or supervises division of work in the
fodly is generaily suppdsed to occupy a good socizl status.
Liderly and senior persons sre generally resvected by the younger

meoers of their farily and als» by other villagers.

Ferarae ‘p coccemsi of large londed proverty and
Yrucest hpuvsge with electrieity 2re graoded hishor thay the normal
weubers of the villepe society, Consult Yoo ia fordly's
Gteriel and extermil nffMires nud mellatorshin in villape
“ni easle disoutes are onnsidered motters o opregtire, In

the ghme wav hish edugdtion roises an 1xdividuwml in the eyes

I »

T the villogpe gnoietye

Value system iz the nerve centre of any soclety. a

3

dozen of vius luden st .teneuts were regsenited*teo the reswcndents
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They were =gked to agree op dlgigree with tham. dhivse
stitenente re resented the socianly, reliricus and toiliicsa
sheres or rur:l life. 1o 2 jority of cizes toddiiion:l views
an? yalues hive .een su vorted by most of the memners of
vilinges under studv., ‘his, therefnre, 1 e.rs to be an

“res vhieh Wig ex eriencesd mintrur ehunee o rximun contimdty.

oplrkhedi g Laguadls are Lo vilispes in indis

unklergoing cnange, However, they ure ci.r:cierised vy ..
thelr own distinetive features of socitl ehinpe. Iueh study
tnrow light on sowe fregh -l vpnexylnred sosisl nrotesc. It

tn with this 4des 4n wiad th-t $4is study g eonducted.
L ]



