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Persons concelve of n society ag a system surrounded by the
other three gysteas -~ person:lity, the organj.sm.and the
culture. A soeciety is said to be in equilibrium when

it miintains the boundaries with these three gystems and
boundary breaking is secizl chainge.

e Iheory of deterioration -~ According to iindu
mythology man origimlly lived in a perfect state of

hapriness in rolden age of 'Satyug', subsecuently
deterioration began to take nlace with the result that

m:n reasched an age of co marative degenerition. The

modern age 1s the age of «'Kaliyug® wherein man is deceitful,
treacherous, f:lse, dishonest, sellfish and conseuuently
unhapiy.

5e Cyclic iheory - another anclient notion of secial
change side by side with the afore mentioned one i3 that
humin society goes throurh certain cyelie changes of days
and nighte and of climates. OSome sociologists believe
th:t soeciety hus a predetermined life eyele and has birth,
grovth, maturity and decline. Modern society is the last
stage. It is its old age, But since history repreats itself,
snelety after ragaing through all the stages, returns to
the original stage vhere the eyele apgain beging. This
concent is found in Hindu mythology, :accerdins.to which
tontyupt' will start when 'Kiliyup' is over.
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Be Stapge Theory = Aeccording to this theery, society
erudnlly moves to 2n even higher stage of civii&zatinn

and that it advances in a linear fashion and in the diree-
tion of imvrovement. There c:n be three stages of social
ch:ngej the Theoloric:l, the Metaphysiesl and the Positive.
Man his ragsed through the first two stages even though in
some asrects of life they still prevail, and is grﬂdnally
reaching the positive stage. In the first stage man believed
tiat supernatural powers controlled and designed the world.

He advanced gradually from belief in festishes and delites

to monotheism. This ataée gave way to the Metaphysienl stage
during which man tried to explain phenomena by resorting teo
abstraction. In the positive stage min considers the search
for ultimate cause of hopeless and seeks the explamatory facts
that ean be empirieally observed. This implies progress which
will be assured if man adoots 2 positive attitwie in tpe under-

standing of nmitural and socizl rhenomema.

7 Telie Theory - Soci2l ch:nge ¢:n be brought 2bout
by mezns of conseious znd systematic efforts. The progress
can be achieved by means of pﬁ}pﬁsive efforts or conscious
plunning. Through educ:tion and knowledge intellect can
agsert itself over the emotion so that effectiye planning

15 made possible. Hatural evolution 1is 2 slov process whereas



intelligent planning, accelerates the process of niture.
rrofress ¢an be 2ehleved through the control of reascns
and therefore raticral elements in our mture n:ust be

develoved so th:t it may be utilised as a facter in the

evolutionary rrocess,

e Letersinistiec Theery - according to this theory
there are certiin forces, soci:l or mtur:2l or both whieh.
bring about soeizxl chinge. It is not reason or intelleet - -
but the rresence of certiin forces and circumstinces whieh
determine the course of soclnl chinfe. docinl chungpe is
automtieally determired by economie factors, conseious
efforts and rati- 2l planning hove very little change chince
to affeet ehunre unless and until the felkways and mores are
re:dy for it.

O on. These m» jor theories ean
be grouped on the basis of four factors. Theories th:t
exrlain soeial change in terms of festure or features 'ef

the mtural enviromment constitute theories based on
"leographiesl determinismt Theories that explain sociesl
chinge on the busis of traits,or chiracteristic ef the human
@rg;misfﬁ are referrel to a "Bislopie determinism.” Theoriles
thit consider economic factors such as vroduction, demand
snd supcly 2s the bisis of social change are referred to s
"Iconomic determinism." Cultural determiniam refers to

theories that seck to explain social change as a result



of some element or elements of cultural heritage.

Tle .= hmese theories of socizl

Civippe nave becn grouped into ¢

(a) Linenr theories conceive of socizl change as
unfolding line, The enncent of evolution 1is of the basie

influence in the formpul-tion of this theory.

(b rend ¥Yodel iz naonther way of exvresgsing the . -
lineny theory. Joel:l ehinre ig charsetsrised by an over

all trend th-t exists in snite of minor fluctuntinng 2nd
viriatious. The trend of movement of sceiety is Gemelnschift te
dessclsehzft or conmn:l to asseci~tional society. The

grered tra:ditioc sl orientition of comrunil society in its

trend gives wiy to agsoci:tilonal society thazt is charscter-

ised by seculardism, rati nality and 2 more pragmitie aporoach,

- soclal change is
concentualized as a soeial funetion, rather than engage in the
formulation ef theories of social change, scciclogists instead
inllow the aprroscr of studying choinge as a2 clags of sccinl
thenomena. Following this aviroach, efforts are to identify,
dezerive and measure soeizl chinge to be able to identify the
sceisl and other envircnmentsl ornditions th:t underlie tt.
Trhe henomenn co prising soelal chinge are thus subjccted to
study “nd analyeis s other soeizl vhenomens th:t are the

subject of soticlopled studye.



