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PREFACE

The Integrated Rural ﬁevelopment Programme (IRDP) was launch-
ed by the Government of India in 1978 in 2000 selected
blocks. Later it was extended to all the 5011 blocks on 2nd
6ctober 1980. Its main objective was to identify the poorest
of the poor families in the rural areas and to help them to
rise above the poverty line. The programme was expected to
generate sufficient income from the assets provided to the
families in order to enable them to cross the poverty line.
Many years have passed but the results appear to have been
not up to the desired expectations. To study the impact of
this programme and to find out the shortcomings in the imple-
mentation of the programme this study was conducted in the
district of Birbhum. The period selected for the study was

the Seventh Five Year Plan period.
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P.K. Chakraborty,Head of the Department of Commerce who also
happens to be one of my teachers, and to all the teachers of
the Department of Commerce of The University of Burdwan for

their encouragement and interest in the study.
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J. Roychaudhuri, Principal, Hiralal Bhakat College, Nalhati,
Birbhum and to Prof. Ali Hossain of Suri Vidyasagar College,

for their encouragement and help.

I wish to thank Prof, Bhaskar Kr. Kayari, Senior Lecturer in
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Prof. Ranjit Kr. Sarkar, Senior Lecturer in Economics, Hira-

lal Bhakat College, Nalhati, Birbhum for their encouragement

and interest in the study.
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Gramin Bank, U,Co Bank, State Bank of India, Union Bank,
Allahabad Bank and Lead Bank Officer, U.Co Bank, Suri,Birbhum
for extending co-operation in the collection of data and for
providing necessary information. Sincere thanks are due to

Mr. Ananta Kr, Palit for constant help and carefal typing cf

the thesis.
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This thesis would not have been possible but for the constant
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'‘Neeta'.
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